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In the Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia 
(NDH) during World War II, rabid nationalism and 
sanctimonious Catholic religious bigotry brought about 
horrendous genocides of Serbian Orthodox Christians, 
Romani people and Jews. More than 750,000 men, 
women and children perished under unimaginably 
barbaric conditions. 


Croatian Minister Mile Budak stated categorically: “the 
movement of the UstaSa is based upon religion.’ This 
Catholic regime was one ‘which flouted humanitarian 
principles and which condoned atrocities unsurpassed in 
any period of human history.’ 


‘By atrocities, torture, and methods of liquidation of 
innocent men, women and children, the Jasenovac 
Concentration and Extermination Camp is without pre- 
cedent in the history of humankind.’ 


Nearly half the concentration camps in the NDH were 
headed by Catholic priests. 


A measure of the savagery inflicted on the innocent 
victims may be gauged from the fact that ‘In the streets 
of Croatian cities the gouged-out eyes of Serbs are 
collected and offered for sale 30-40 eyes at a time.’ 
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Preliminary Information 


This volume is one of a series constituting an encyclopaedia of the dark actions and 
inactions of the self-proclaimed ‘One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church’, 
otherwise known as the Catholic Church, the Roman Catholic Church, the Latin 
Church,' or the Holy Roman Church.” 


Common Material 


Some sections of this book, such as that on Adolf Hitler and the anti-Semitism of 
Archbishop Aloyjzije Stepinac, are essentially duplicates of those in Volume 1. This 
arrangement has been introduced to enable this volume to be read as an entity without 
the need for constant reference to the previous one. 


The Romani Peoples 


The Romani (Romany, Roma) constitute an ethnic group living mostly in Europe. 
At least twelve million of them dwell in Eastern Europe. They speak a unique 
language and follow a culture quite distinct from the European norm. 

While spread out across Europe (principally in Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, and 
Slovakia), the Romani are said to constitute the largest ethnic group in that continent. 
In particular, they comprise a larger European group than the Czechs, the Hungarians 
or the Dutch. 

Romanies are widely known in the English-speaking world by the exonym Gypsies. 
They are also known collectively in the Romani language as Romane, Romany, 
Romanies, Romanis, Roma or Roms. They became known by different names in 
different countries — for example, in France as Bohemians, in Germany as Tartars, 
Heathens in Holland, and Athingani in Greece.* The Sinti are a Romani people of 
central Europe; they are closely related to the group known as Manouche in France. 
They speak the Sinti-Manouche variety of Romani, which exhibits strong German 
influence. 

In non-fictional English works Gypsies are usually referred to as Roma. 
Accordingly, in this book the term Roma is generally used as an umbrella name to 
cover Roma, Sinti, and other Gypsy variants within Europe. 

While this book concentrates on the events within Croatia, it also covers a 
wider field because: firstly, Croatia was a puppet state of Nazi Germany, and 
secondly, the Porajmos extended throughout Axis-occupied Europe. Accordingly, 
the book embraces, to some degree, the wider Nazi system, its hierarchy, and its 
concentration camps. 


' <The Latin Church is simply that vast portion of the Catholic body which obeys the Latin patriarch, which 


submits to the pope, not only in papal, but also in patriarchal matters.’ Catholic Encyclopedia. 

The First Vatican Council confirmed: the ‘Church herself, with her marvellous propagation, eminent 
holiness, and inexhaustible fruitfulness in everything good, her catholic unity and invincible stability, is a 
great and perpetual motive of credibility and an irrefutable witness of her divine mission.’ Historical 
evidence convincingly refutes these claims. 

Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. pp2-3 
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viii Preliminary Information 
Croatia 


For brevity, the Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia created during 
World War II is usually referred to as the NDH. This is an abbreviation of 
Nezavisna Drzava Hrvatska (Independent State of Croatia). 


Anti-Semitism and the Holocaust in Croatia 


While there is some coverage in this volume of the genocide of the Jews in Croatia 
during World War II, the main source of information on the Jewish Holocaust is to be 
found in Volume 1 of this series: ‘Anti-Semitism, the Longest Hatred the Longest 
Genocide’. 


The Catholic Church — a Divine Society? 


In the words of Jean-Baptiste de la Salle: ‘The church is the society of the faithful 
collected into one and the same body ...’! It is described in the Catholic Encyclopedia 
as ‘a society formed of living men ... [it] will persist to the end of time, but further, 
that it will preserve unimpaired its essential characteristics.’ Hence, the institutional 
Catholic Church comprises both the hierarchy and the laity. Its dark unimpaired 
“essential characteristics’ are exposed throughout these volumes. 

The Catholic Encyclopedia also states that the Church is conceived ‘as a body 
govemed and directed by Christ as the head.’ The Church is ‘the bride of Christ.’ “As 
the Divinely appointed teacher of revealed truth, the Church is infallible. This gift of 
inerrancy is guaranteed to it by the words of Christ.’ “The Church is the society of 
those who accept redemption, of those whom Christ “has chosen out of the world”.’ 

Consequently, the Catholics who participated in the Croatian genocides and other 
atrocities, allegedly having been “chosen out of the world” by Christ, and allegedly 
being his ‘bride’, reflect the deplorable moral and ethical standards of the allegedly 
infallible, allegedly ‘Divinely appointed teacher of revealed truth’, namely, the self- 
proclaimed “One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church’. 


The Price of a Human Being 


During World War II, the Germans proposed to the Roman Catholic Independent 
State of Croatia that the Croats transfer Jewish prisoners to German camps in the east. 
Eugen Dido Kvaternik, chief of the Internal Security Service, agreed that Croatia 
would arrest the Jews, take them to railheads, and pay the Germans 30 Reichsmarks 
per person for the cost of transportation to the extermination camps. The Germans 
agreed that the property of the Jews would go to the Catholic Croatian government.” 

Such sale of humans for execution was sanctioned by the Catholic Church. This is 
evidenced by Pope Pius XII having conferred an apostolic blessing on ‘My dear son’ 


' de la Salle, Jean-Baptiste. Les devoirs du chrétien envers Dieu, et les moyens de pouvoir bien s’en aquitter 
2 ‘Money is very Catholic’. Spanish proverb. 
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Monsignor Jozef Tiso, the fascist dictator who sold Slovakia’s Jews to the Nazis ‘like 
discarded beer cans’ for 500 Reichsmarks per deported person.'!*? 


English Language Books describing the Horrors committed in the NDH 


As a counter to the largely effective attempts by the Church at suppressing the truth 
and downgrading the atrocities committed in Croatia, a number of revealing books has 
been published. In fact, more than a thousand books exist describing the horrors of the 
Jasenovac Concentration Camp and the Roman Catholic barbarities in the NDH. Most 
of these are in Serbo-Croatian. There are a few, however, that have been translated into 
English. For example: 

Assassins in the Name of God by Herve Laurier 


Demolition of Serbia in the 20th Century: Background to the current drama in 
dismembered Yugoslavia by Veselin Dureti¢é 

Friars and UstaSes are Slaughtering by Professor Lazar Lukaji¢é 

Genocide in Satellite Croatia, 1941-1945: A Record of Racial and Religious 
Persecution and Massacres by Professor Edmond Paris* 

Holocaust in the Independent State of Croatia by Dr Lazo M Kosti¢ 

Religious Separation and Political Intolerance in Bosnia-Herzegovina by 
Mitja Velikonja 

The Racial Idea in the Independent State of Croatia: Origins and Theory by 
Nevenko Bartulin 

The Silence of Pius XII by Carlo Falconi 

The Vatican Against Europe by Professor Edmond Paris 

The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican by Vladimir Dedijer 


Other notable English language books include: 


Jasenovac and the Holocaust in Yugoslavia: Analyses and Survivor 
Testimonies edited by Professor Barry M Lituchy 


Martyrdom of the Serbs: Persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox Church and 
Massacre of the Serbian People published by The Serbian Eastern Orthodox 
Diocese for the United States of America and Canada 


The Vaticans Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifving 
Religious Massacre of the 20th Century by Avro Manhattan? 


' The beer cans quotation is that of Adolf Eichmann. 

2. The Slovak Spectator (2015). http:/www.spectator.sk/articles/view/3 1550/2/archbishop_prays_for_tiso.html 
(2015) 

3 Thereby confirming that the more astute negotiation of price per Jewish head by Monsignor Tiso was not 
disregarded by Pius XII and the Church. 

4 Edmond Paris was born in Paris to a Roman Catholic family of scholars. 

> Other pertinent books by Avro Manhattan include: Catholic Power Today and Catholic Terror Today. 
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A distinctive bilingual publication (Serbian and English) is: 


The Crimes of the Fascist Occupants and Their Collaborators Against Jews 
in Yugoslavia 

The critically researched book Fools’ Crusade: Yugoslavia, NATO and Western 
Delusions, by Diana Johnstone, presents information on the atrocities in the NDH as a 
prelude to an examination of the subsequent, and related, 1991-1995 War in 
Yugoslavia. 

Several sites mentioned in Wikipedia cover specific aspects of the Croatian 
holocaust and its perpetrators. 

YouTube presents many websites entitled: Jasenovac -The Cruelest Death Camp of 
All Times. 

The Jasenovac Research Institute (JRI) has its own dedicated site at http:/Avww. 
jasenovac.org 


Concentration, Slave, and Extermination Camps of World War II 


Over the course of the Third Reich, Orthodox Serbs, Roma, Jews, and others from 
Catholic Croatia and elsewhere, were sent to various European concentration, slave, 
and extermination camps. The following list describes the most prominent of these.! 

It is noteworthy that Eugenio Pacelli (who became Pius XII) signed the 
ignominious Reichskonkordat with Hitler’s Nazi regime in 1933 after it had 
established both the Oranienburg Concentration Camp and the concentration camp at 
Dachau. 


Austria 


Mauthausen-Gusen. 1938 to 1945. It was mostly used for extermination of the 
intelligentsia and the higher social classes through repressive labour. The death toll 
is estimated to have been between 122,766 and 320,000. 


Croatia 


Jasenovac. 1941 to 1945. Established and run by the Catholic UstaSa regime, it 
was one of the largest concentration camps in Europe. It became known as ‘the 
Auschwitz of the Balkans’. Cruelty of unimaginable proportions was perpetrated 
against mmnocent prisoners. The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
estimates that the UstaSa regime murdered between 77,000 and 99,000 people in 
Jasenovac, comprising: “between 45,000 and 52,000 Serbs; between 12,000 and 
20,000 Jews; between 15,000 and 20,000 Roma; and between 5,000 and 12,000 
ethnic Croats and Muslims, who were political and religious opponents of the 
regime.’ 

Pag. June 1941 to liberation in August 1941. Established by the Catholic UstaSa 
regime. Cruelty of unimaginable proportions was perpetrated against innocent 


' Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. pp2-3 
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prisoners. 4500 Serbs, 2500 Jews, and about 1500 Communists, so-called 
Freemasons, and others died there in the brief period of its existence. 


Czechoslovakia 


Theresienstadt. 1941 to 1945. A concentration camp. Tens of thousands of people 
died there, either killed outright or dying from malnutrition and disease. More than 
150,000 other persons were held there for months or years, before being sent to 
their deaths at Treblinka and Auschwitz. 


Germany 
Am Holzweg was a Romani camp in Magdeburg. 


Bergen-Belsen. 1943 to 1945. Almost 20,000 Soviet prisoners of war and an 
additional 50,000 inmates died there. 


Buchenwald. 1937 to 1945. One of the largest concentration camps in Germany. 
Thousands of prisoners died there. 


Dachau. 1933 to 1945. This was one of the first of the Nazi concentration camps 
to be opened in Germany. Hundreds of Roma were sent there in 1939, and over 
13,000 prisoners were sent from Poland in 1940. There were 32,000 documented 
deaths at the camp, and many undocumented. 


Flossenbiirg. 1938 to 1945. More than 96,000 prisoners passed through the camp, 
around 30,000 of whom died there. 


Gross-Rosen. At its peak activity in 1944, this complex had up to 100 sub-camps 
located in eastern Germany, Czechoslovakia, and on the territory of occupied 
Poland. The population of all Gross-Rosen camps at that time accounted for 11% 
of the total number of inmates trapped in the Nazi concentration camp system. 


Marburg. A labour camp. Romanies were sent there, worked, and died. 


Mittelbau-Dora. 1943 to 1945. Slave prisoners of war had to work in the arms 
industry. Some 20,000 persons died because of the bad conditions. 


Natzweiler-Struthof was a concentration camp located in the Vosges Mountains. 
About 52,000 prisoners were estimated to be held there in its time of operation. It 
was a labour camp, transit camp and a place of execution. There were an estimated 
22,000 deaths at the camp, including the network of sub-camps. 


Neuengamme. 1940 to 1945. Around 106,000 prisoners were held at 
Neuengamme and at its sub camps. More than half of them perished there. 
Oranienburg. 1933 to 1936. It held more than 3000 prisoners, being the political 
opponents of Nazism, as well as homosexual men and scores of so-called 
undesirables. 

Ravensbriick. 1939 to 1945. A camp for women. Some 130,000 to 132,000 
prisoners passed through the camp system. 
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Sachsenhausen. 1936 to 1945. Principally for political prisoners. Experiments with 
lethal gas were conducted. 


Poland 


Auschwitz-Birkenau. 1940 to 1945. At least 1.1 million prisoners died there, 
around 90 percent of them being Jewish. Others deported there included 150,000 
Poles, 23,000 Roma and Sinti, and tens of thousands of others, including an 
unknown number of homosexuals. Many of those not killed in the gas chambers 
died of starvation, forced labour, disease, individual executions, and medical 
experiments. 


The gassing of the Jews operated non-stop, day and night, so that on many days 
we were no longer able to breathe. And, this stench of burning flesh! Mountains of 
ash, four or five metre high mounds, adjacent to the crematoria.! 


Belzec. 1942 to 1943. A ‘killing centre’. Between 430,000 and 500,000 Jews are 
believed to have been murdered by the SS there. 


Chefmno Extermination Camp. 1941 to 1945. Set up specifically to carry out 
ethnic cleansing through mass killings. Around 180,000 people died there. 


Majdanek (KL Lublin). 1941 to 1944. The camp was used to kill people on an 
industrial scale during Operation Reinhard. The estimated number of victims 
range from 50,000 to 235,000. 


Sobibor. 1942 to 1943. At least 200,000 people were murdered there. 


Treblinka. 1942 to 1943. An extermination camp. It is estimated that between 
700,000 and 900,000 Jews were killed in its gas chambers, along with 2000 
Romani people. 


Warsaw Ghetto. The ‘Grossaktion Warschaw’ (‘Great Action’) was a secretive Nazi 
operation for the mass extermination of Jews from the Warsaw Ghetto, 
commencing 22 July 1942. During this operation, Jews were terrorised in daily 
round-ups and herded into overcrowded Holocaust trains to Treblinka. 


Concentration Camps of the 1991-1995 ‘War in Croatia’ 


Celebici Prison Camp. Located in central Bosnia. It was used by several units of 
the Bosnian Ministry of the Interior, Croatian Defence Council, and later the 
Bosnian Territorial Defence Forces. Prisoners were beaten, raped, murdered. 2 


Dretelj Camp. A prison camp run by the Croatian Defence Forces — the military 
arm of the Croatian Party of Rights from 1991 to 1992 — and later by the Croatian 
Defence Council. After 1992, by the Croatian Army. During 1992 mostly Serb 


Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. p82 
Photograph on the next page: Denkmal des KZ-Lagers, Jasenovac. Date: 2009. Source: Own work. Author: 
Bern Bartsch. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported. 
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civilians were detained and held in inhumane conditions; while female detainees 
were raped. 


Gabela Camp. A prison camp run by the Croatian Community of Herzeg-Bosnia 
and Croatian Defence Council. Its prisoners consisted of Bosniaks and Serbs. The 
prisoners were starved, and tortured by being forced to lie on their stomachs, then 
being brutally beaten. Some had their fingers broken by clamps. 


Heliodrom Camp. A detention camp that operated between September 1992 and 
April 1994. It was run by the Military Police of the Croatian Republic of Herzeg- 
Bosnia to detain Bosniaks and other non-Croats. Conditions at the camp were 
inhumane. Soldiers and guards routinely beat detainees, often to the point of 
unconsciousness and severe injuries. 


Catholic Croatia — a Land of Concentration Camps, Barbarity, and Death 


The enormity of the crimes of the Croatian UstaSa regime against the Serbs, Jews 
and Roma is exemplified by the infamous extermination camp at Jasenovac. These 
crimes are amongst the most diabolical ever recorded in the history of the human 
race. 


‘Stone Flower’ is a 24-metre high monument to the victims of this 
barbarity. It was designed by Serbian architect bornan borgaHosuh 
(Bogdan Bogdanovic¢), and unveiled in 1966.! 





' Source: Own work. Photographer: Bern Bartsch. Date: 2009. This file s licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported licence. 


Overview 


The Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia (NDH) was a puppet state of 
fascist Italy and Nazi Germany that was established during April 1941 in parts of 
occupied Yugoslavia during World War II. 

This volume reveals in considerable detail that in the NDH fanatic nationalism and 
extreme religious bigotry brought about horrendous genocides. Serbian Orthodox 
Christians, Romani people and Jews were the principal targets. Many thousands were 
forced to become Catholic, or die. During the existence of the NDH over 750,000 men, 
women and children perished — at an average rate of 500 persons per day. Many died 
of starvation, were executed, tortured, deprived of their eyes and tongues, buried alive, 
or burned to death. In keeping with this ethos, the Catholics had a song ‘We UstaSe do 
not drink wine, But the blood of Serbs of Knin’. 

Ante Paveli¢ was the brains behind several political murders that preceded the 
disintegration of Yugoslavia. He enjoyed the protection of Eugenio Cardinal Pacelli 
(later Pope Pius XII) who helped him via diplomatic and monetary means to achieve 
his ultimate objective, the creation of a Roman Catholic State of Croatia. 

Paveli¢ then became the dictator behind the evil events recorded in this volume. He 
and his henchmen perfected ethnic cleansing (etni¢ko ¢i8cenje). He proclaimed Croatia 
a ‘Pure Catholic State’, and declared that the NDH ‘must be cleansed of Serbs and 
Jews. There is no room for any of them here.’ The consequence was disaster. Croatia 
became a place of atrocious ruin and evil. Throughout Pavelic’s dictatorship the 
Catholic UstaSe engaged in barbaric genocidal practices against Jews, Orthodox Serbs 
and the Romani people. For his implacable ethnic and religious militancy Paveli¢ was 
known as ‘the Butcher of the Balkans’. 

After the War, to evade justice, Paveli¢ escaped to South America with the 
assistance of the Holy See. In 1957 he was shot and seriously wounded. Somehow, he 
escaped to Madrid, and found refuge in a Franciscan monastery there.' He died two 
years later. His remains have been said to lie in San Isidro Cathedral, Madrid. On his 
deathbed, ‘the Butcher of the Balkans’ held the rosary gifted to him by Pope John 
XXIII. Earlier he had received special blessings from his protégé Pope Pius XII.?7 

The Serbian Orthodox Church is shown to have been a particular target of the 
Catholics. For example, ‘Terrible fate befell Orthodox bishops and hundreds of priests 
in Croatia.” They were ‘murdered with exceptional fanatical cruelty’. And, in the 
diocese of Gornjo Karlovatka alone, 175 of Jesus Christ’s churches were destroyed; 
others were desecrated by being turned into department stores, slaughterhouses, stables 
or latrines. 


'  Deschner, Karlheinz. God and the Fascists: The Vatican Alliance with Mussolini, Franco, Hitler, and 
Paveli¢. p209 

2 ‘The beatification of Alojzije Stepinac - To ERR is HUMAN. Thursday, 30 June 2005. Source: 
RationalistInternational, ALLIANCE BULLETIN-3, 18 December 1998’. Source: 
http://www.crusadewatch.org/ category/why-people-oppose-evangelism/page/16/ (2016) 

3 Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p78 


xvi Overview 


After the fall of Yugoslavia, Archbishop Alojzije Viktor Stepinac assisted Paveli¢ in 
transforming the new nation into a Catholic fascist state. Stepinac ‘collaborated with 
Pavelié from the first minute to the last.’! Shortly after the creation of the NDH, 
Stepinac issued a pastoral letter, requesting all the Croatian clergy to support and 
defend the new Roman Catholic State of Croatia. 

This volume clearly verifies that Stepinac, the Primate of Croatia, was a significant 
power behind these events, particularly so in the field of forced conversions to Roman 
Catholicism and all the evils that this entailed. In November 1941, Stepinac convened 
a Bishops’ Conference in Zagreb in which a programme of forcible conversions of the 
Christian Orthodox to the Catholic faith was given canonical authorisation. From then 
on, the programme was officially followed until the fall of the NDH. 

Everything and everyone were made to conform to the ethos of militant 
Catholicism. All potential opponents were either banished, imprisoned, or executed. 
Notwithstanding, Osservatore Romano (the daily newspaper of Vatican City State) 
mendaciously guaranteed that the conversion of the Serbs was happening ‘without the 
slightest pressure from civil or religious authorities.’ 

Some idea of the barbarity of the Catholics, under the religious umbrella of 
Archbishop Stepinac, may be gauged from the following description given by a 
teacher from Belenice, Peter V Kovacevic: 


All evils were endured by the Serbs from the Catholic priests. We accepted the 
Catholic faith under conditions of most frightful terror. In our district the thunderer 
among those priests was Pater Sidonije Scholz. He ordered our local [Orthodox] 
priest, George Bogic, to be killed in a most bestial manner. They took him out of 
his home at night and butchered him — cut off his nose, his tongue, his ears and 
beard; they cut open his belly and wound the intestines around his neck ...? 


After the War, the United Nations Commission for Investigating War Crimes 
confirmed that persuasion had occurred throughout Croatia.4 Documents requesting 
and authorising the transfers of Orthodox churches to Catholic parishes and convents 
were collected in the state prosecutor’s office at Zagreb and Sarajevo. They bear the 
signature of Archbishop Stepinac.° 

Stepinac was not only the Head of the Council of Croatian Bishops and of the 
Committee that carried out this policy of forcible conversions, he was also the 
Supreme Military Apostolic Vicar of the UstaSa Army. As such, he participated in 


'  Gorenflos, Peter, editor of: Deschner, Karlheinz. God and the Fascists: The Vatican Alliance with Mussolini, 
Franco, Hitler, and Pavelic. p16 

2 Deschner, Karlheinz. God and the Fascists: The Vatican Alliance with Mussolini, Franco, Hitler, and 
Pavelic. p212. Such mendacious material is typical of much of the Catholic press over the last few centuries, 
as evidenced in this and other volumes in this series. 

3 Elderkin, George W. The Roman Catholic Problem. p42 

4 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. Ch 7. ‘Catholic Friars, Priests, Executioners, Bishops and Murderers’ 

> Boettner, Loraine. Roman Catholicism. Ch 18. Source: http://www.geocities.com/heartland/plains/2594/ 
pavelic.htm (2009) 
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military and political functions with both Nazi and Usta8a military commanders.! 

Thus it came about that in this newly created Roman Catholic Independent State of 
Croatia, Ante Paveli¢, assisted by Archbishop Stepinac and endorsed by Pope Pius XII, 
initiated the terrible reign of UstaSa terror — the most ruthless European fascist tyranny 
ever — surpassing in ferocity and barbarity even the Nazis.” 

For these indisputable services to the Church, Pope John Paul II,> ever the globe- 
trotting politician,’ beatified Stepinac in 1998. The pope waxed lyrical in his praise of 
the late ‘martyred’ primate: 


Blessed Alojzije Stepinac took the Good Shepherd as his sole Teacher, following 
his example to the end ... 


In his human and spiritual journey Blessed Alojzije Stepinac gave his people a sort 
of compass to serve as an orientation. And these were its cardinal points: faith in 
God, respect for man, love towards all ...° 


Otto Adolf Eichmann recommended that the ‘Gypsy Question’ be ‘solved’ simul- 
taneously with the ‘Jewish Question’. Thus the ‘Final Solution’ was also directed 
against Gypsies, who constituted a defined racial group targeted for extermination. 
About half a million Romanies were killed in the consequent Romani Genocide 
(‘Porajmos’). This genocide was most intense in Croatia, where possibly around 98 
percent of the Roma (80,000-100,000) were liquidated by Catholic Usta&e. 

This volume clearly demonstrates that the ultimate force behind all these evils was 
the Holy See’s hatred of the Orthodox Church and the Jews, and its contempt of the 
Romanies. It also reveals that the institutional Catholic Church, from the Vatican down 
through the hierarchy, to the priests, friars and nuns, was active in these evil events. 
Franciscans, particularly, were dynamic and sadistic killers. 

This volume also discloses that following the collapse of the NDH in 1945, the 


' Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. Ch 3. ‘The Birth of a Monster: The Independent Catholic State of Croatia’ 

2 Ibid. Ch 4. ‘The nightmare of a nation’ 
3 John Paul II had a predilection for promoting ‘Blesseds’ and ‘Saints’. He has the distinction of having 
elevated 1338 beatifications and 482 canonisations — more than all previous popes combined. He also 
protected Father Marcial Maciel Degollado and Hans Hermann Cardinal Groér. Degollado was revealed to 
have abused boys and maintained relationships with at least two women, fathering up to six children, two of 
whom he allegedly abused as well. Groér is alleged to have sexually abused more than 2000 young men. 
John Paul II also ignored the devastating child abuses in Ireland, ‘just as he overlooked sexual misconduct in 
his Vatican.’ Bernard Francis Law was the Archbishop of Boston. He resigned in December 2002 in 
response to the Catholic Church sex abuse scandal, in which church documents showed that he had covered 
up sexual abuses committed by dozens of Catholic priests within his archdiocese. Just two years after his 
resignation, political John Paul II appointed Law as Archpriest of the Basilica di Santa Maria Maggiore in 
Rome. This pope was widely criticised over many issues. Nonetheless, presumably having performed two 
requisite miracles, he was later declared a Saint. 

‘From the moment he became Pope. Karol Wojtyla sought political influence and a role on the world stage.’ 
Yallop, David. The Power and The Glory: Inside the Dark Heart of John Paul II’s Vatican. Back cover 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/homilies/1998/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_19981003_croazia- 
beatification.html (2016). Unless otherwise indicated, significant phrases in many quoted texts have been 
emphasised in this book with italics. 
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Vatican actively assisted the escape of war criminals from the international justice 
system to safe havens overseas, mostly to Catholic dominated countries in South 
America. 

Pius XII also secretly pleaded with Washington and London on behalf of notorious 
criminals and Nazi collaborators, and from August 1945, the Holy See sought to 
circumvent the extradition of UstaSe to Yugoslavia for claimed crimes against 
humanity. 

The Vatican has also done everything in its power to obliterate all reference to, and 
information about this squalid side of the Catholic Church’s activities. It continues to 
practise a ‘deliberate policy of disinformation’. 

Franjo Tudman was a Catholic. In 1990 he became president of Croatia. He and his 
party all but formally rehabilitated the World War II fascist NDH. He then led 
Yugoslavia into civil war, and played a leading role in the destruction of that country 
and in the further genocide of Orthodox Serbs. Had he lived long enough, Tudman 
would have been found guilty of war crimes. 

Catholic Croatia remains a Church-dominated country, accordingly, anti-Semitism, 
anti-Serbianism and Antiziganism still exist there. 

In recent years, there have been significant manifestations of far-right politics in the 
Republic of Croatia. Individuals and groups that support far-right politics are most 
often associated with the historical UstaSa movement, hence they have connections to 
neo-Nazism and neo-Fascism. 

The Roma (Gypsies) constitute an ethnic group living mostly in Europe. 

The Nazis’ ‘Final Solution’ was not only directed against Jews, but also against 
Gypsies, who constituted a defined racial group targeted for extermination. Up to half a 
million of them were killed in the consequent Romani Genocide (Porajmos). 

Almost the entire Romani population was killed in Croatia, Estonia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, and the Netherlands. Additionally, the Nazis murdered tens of thousands 
in the German-occupied territories of the Soviet Union and Serbia, and thousands 
more were confined in so-called Gypsy camps (Zigeunerlager). Roma were also sent 
to the concentration and killing centres at Auschwitz-Birkenau, Chelmno, Belzec, 
Sobibor, Treblinka, Bergen-Belsen, Sachsenhausen, Buchenwald, Dachau, Maut- 
hausen, and Ravensbriick. 

In German-occupied Europe, the fate of Roma varied from country to country. 
They were generally interned and deployed as forced labourers in Germany, or 
transported to Poland either to be used as forced labour or to be killed. 

In the Baltic States and elsewhere in occupied Soviet Union, possibly at least 
30,000 Roma were annihilated. In occupied Serbia, the total number of Roma killed 
will never be known. Estimates range between 1000 and 12,000. 

In France, Vichy French authorities intensified restrictive measures against, and 
harassment of Roma, but shipped relatively few of them to camps in Germany. 

The authorities in Romania did not systematically annihilate the Roma population. 
However, Romanian military and police officials deported around 26,000 Roma to 
Transnistria where thousands died from disease, starvation, and brutal treatment. 
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The Porajmos was most intense in former Yugoslavia (including Catholic Croatia), 
where around 90,000 Romanies were killed. Under Catholic leader Ante Pavelic, tens 
of thousands of Croatian Roma were put to death in concentration camps. Of the 
40,000 Roma living in Croatia itself, only 800 survived (98 percent were eliminated). 

In Catholic Slovakia, under Msgr Jozef Tiso, ‘a loyal son of the Church’, the 
Romani were persecuted as early as March 1939. After the occupation by Germany, 
mass killings of Roma occurred in many places. 

Under Catholic Benito Mussolini, the first expulsions of Gypsies from Italy took 
place as early as 1926. 

Over all, it is not known how many Roma were killed in the Holocaust. Of slightly 
less than one million Roma believed to have been living in Europe before the war, the 
Germans and their Catholic dictator partners were responsible for the deaths of around 
500,000 Roma. 

The descriptions in this book of the atrocities committed by the UstaSe and other 
Catholic murderers confirm the determinations of the Spanish essayist Jos¢ Bergamin 
Gutiérrez: 


A belief which leaves no place for doubt is not a belief; it is a superstition. 


An ignorance of Marx is as frequent among Marxists as an ignorance of Christ is 
among Catholics. 


Finally, the Holy See! has never truly apologised, nor made reparation, nor been 
punished for its central role in these horrendous sins. This volume affirms, as do all the 
others in this series, that this self-proclaimed ‘holy’ institution continues to abnegate its 
chronic and persistent unholy ethos and history. 


! The inappropriately named Holy See is a euphemism for ‘Holy Seat’, which is the translation of its official 


Latin title ‘Sancta Sedes’. The Catholic Code of Canon Law states that the term “Holy See’ “applies not only 
to the Roman Pontiff but also to the Secretariat of State, the Council for the Public Affairs of the Church, and 
other institutions of the Roman Curia, unless the nature of the matter or the context of the words makes the 
contrary evident” (#361). 


The Principal Catholic Participants 


The Vatican 


The Holy See — the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Catholic Church in Rome; ‘it 
serves as the central point of reference for the Catholic Church 
everywhere ... the central government of the Catholic Church’;' it bears 
the ultimate responsibility for these religion-based genocides and atrocities. 

Pope Pius XII (Eugenio Pacelli) — the first statesman in the world to officially recog- 
nise Hitler’s Nazi Reich; encouraged fascist states; made no effort to prevent the 
Croatian slaughters; supported Ante Paveli¢ during his dictatorship, and then 
subverted justice again “by sheltering a bloody and ruthless dictator who had 
once been the ally of Europe’s only other genocidal ruler, Adolf Hitler.’ 

Pope John Paul II — politician; propagandist; whitewasher; dark heart of the Vatican.* 

Montini, Giovanni Battista (future Pope Paul VI) — frequent meetings with Paveli¢; 
close relationship with Draganovic¢; links to property theft. 

Croatia 


Artukovi¢é, Andrija — ‘the Himmler of the Balkans’. 

Bralo, Bozidar — Franciscan; president of the Spiritual Board of the Archbishopric of 
Sarajevo; known for his use of the machine gun; massacred ‘without 
compromise’. 

Brkan, Ivo — Franciscan priest; responsible for the torture and murder of about 500 
Serbs. 


Budak, Mile — Minister of Education and Culture; ‘For them [the Serbs] we have three 
million bullets.’ ‘a minister of culture with a machine gun’. 


Draganovic, Krunoslav Stjepan — cruel and uncompromising UstaSe; principal Ratliner. 


Filipovic, Miroslav — Franciscan; Commandant of Jasenovac Concentration Camp; 
‘Father Satan’; ‘Majstorovic’ (‘Master’ throat cutter); war criminal. 


Franciscans — notorious killers. 

Hermann, Castimir — Franciscan Prior; directed a massacre that began in the Orthodox 
church of Glina and lasted eight days. 

Krizari—the Great Brotherhood of Crusaders; very active at times. 

Kvaternik, Eugen-Dido — Chief of the Internal Security Service. 

Kvaternik, Slavko — Commander-in-Chief of the Croatian Armed Forces; ‘A criminal 
posing as a statesman.’ 

Lorkovic, Mladen — politician and lawyer; one of the most pro-German members of 
the pre-war UstaSe movement; became a senior member of the UstaSa and 


' Holy See (Vatican City State) Business Directory | Bisnzz. https://va.bisnzz.com/global/ (2016) 
2 David Yallop. The Power and the Glory: Inside the Dark Heart of Pope John Paul IT's Vatican 
3 Description by Croatian novelist Miroslav Krleza. Wikipedia ‘Mile Budak’ 
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served as Foreign Minister and Minister of the Interior. 

Mercep, Tomislav — a notorious member of Tudman’s nationalist party; his death 
squads were famous throughout Croatia; a condemned war criminal. 

Pavelic, Ante — ruthless dictator of the Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia; 
‘the Butcher of the Balkans’; assisted by the Church in escaping justice post- 
War. 

Sakié, Dinko Ljubomir — ruthless torturer and murderer; ‘the Ogre of Jasenovac’. 

Sarié, Ivan Evandelista— Archbishop of Sarajevo; ‘the Hangman of the Serbs’. 

Stepinac, Alojzije Viktor — Archbishop of Zagreb and Primate of Croatia; Supreme 
Military Apostolic Vicar of the UstaSa Army; supported and encouraged the 
efforts of Paveli¢; promoted forced conversions to Catholicism and all the evils 
that they entailed. 

Tudman, Franjo — President of Croatia; engineered the 1991-1995 war in Yugoslavia; 
‘Tudman wanted the war at any cost, following the concept according to which 
Serbs must disappear from Croatia’; an acknowledged war criminal; not one of 
the world’s leaders attended his funeral. 

Vjeckoslav, Simié —a monk; he killed dozens of Orthodox Serbs with his own hands. 

Germany 
Adolf Hitler, Heinrich Himmler, Rudolf Hoss, Reinhard Heydrich, all Catholics, and 


Paul Goebbels (brought up a Catholic) were among the principal Nazi 
participants behind the annihilation of the Jews and Roma jetonenent Europe. 
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Christs Orthodox priests hanged in a churchyard pe their parish by Croatian 
Catholics. Orthodox ecclesiastics from priests, through to the Serbian Patriarch 
himself, were tortured, disfigured, dismembered, imprisoned and murdered by the 
Roman Catholic Church throughout the existence of the Independent State of Croatia.' 


' Photograph: Source: Martyrdom of the Serbs: Persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox Church and Massacre 
of the Serbian People. p29. There are numerous photographs of mutilated Serbian bodies in this informative 
book. 


Photographs of Some of the Victims 


Persons of a sensitive nature may wish to bypass these records of Catholic barbarity. 





Ustase militia execute prisoners near the Jasenovac Concentration 
Camp. Possibly at the ‘Pit of Death’.! 





An Ustase about to cut the throat of a Serbian Orthodox victim. The 
other Ustase holds a bowl to catch the blood. Near Cajnice, 1943.* 


' Date: between 1942 and 1943. Source: USHMM Photograph #78512. Author unknown. This file is in the 
public domain, because the owner of the photograph, the Jewish Historical Museum, Belgrade, has allowed 
this image to be released into the public domain. 

2 Source: Avro Manhattan: The Vatican's Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifving 
Religious Massacre of the 20th Century. p46. Notice the smiling UstaSe witness. The UstaSe had a song, ‘We 
Ustase do not drink wine, But the blood of Serbs of Knin.’ 
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A smiling Ustase cuts off the head of his victim with an axe.' 





' Source: Paris, Edmond. Genocide in Satellite Croatia 1941 — 1945. p229 
2 Source: http://znaci.net/damjan/fotogalerija.php?slika_po_strani=50&fraza=&stranica=l2. This file is in the 
public domain. 
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An entire Serbian family lies slaughtered in their home following a raid by 
the Ustasa militia. Notice the bodies on the floor to the right.* 


Source: Jasenovac Research Institute. http://www.jasenovac.org/exhibits.php 
Often they were thrown in alive, with their hands tied together at the back. Source: Ibid. 
Date: 1941. Source: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Photograph #46710. Author: unknown. 


This file is in the public domain courtesy of Muzej Revolucije Narodnosti Jugoslavije. 
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Ustase taking Serbs to execution. Banija 1942.2 


' Author: unknown. Source: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Photograph #46708. This file is in 
the public domain courtesy of Muzej Revolucije Narodnosti Jugoslavije. 

Author: unknown. Source: http://znaci.net/damjan/fotogalerija.php?slika_po_strani=SO0&fraza=&stranica 
=85. This file is in the public domain. 
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Ustase herding women and children from Kozara to their deaths, June 1942. 





Ustasan killings after the offensive on Kozara, 1942. 


1 








Source: http://znaci.net/damjan/fotogalerija.php?slika_po_strani=S0&fraza=&stranica=88. This file is in the 
public domain. 
2 Author: unknown. Source: http://znaci.net/damjan/fotogalerija.php?slika_po_strani=50&fraza=&stranica 
=75. This file is in the public domain. 
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An Ustase holds, by the hair, the head of an Orthodox priest whom they have 
tortured and murdered. In Drakulic, near Banja Luka, 7 February 1942. 





The decaying body of an Orthodox Serb and his decapitated head.” 


' Source: Paris, Edmond. Genocide in Satellite Croatia 1941-1945. p227 
2 Ibid. p229 
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Corpses of victims of the Jasenovac Concentration Camp in the River Sava, 1945." 


Date: August 1941—April 1945. Author: unknown. Source: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
Photograph #78489. This file is in the public domain courtesy of Jewish Historical Museum, Belgrade. 
Source: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Photograph #85196. This file is in the public domain, 
courtesy of Muzej Revolucije Narodnosti Jugoslavije. 
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A woman whose eyes have been gouged out. 


' Source: Jasenovac Research Institute. http://www.jasenovac.org/exhibits.php 


2 Date: c.1942-1943. Credit: USHMM, courtesy of Muzej Revolucije Narodnosti Jugoslavije. This file is in 
the public domain. 


3 Source Jasenovac Research Institute. http://www ,jasenovac.org/exhibits.php 
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Croat Ustase gather around the horribly mutilated corpse of Serb Milos Teslic. 





Kazans used by Croatians for making soap from human fat in camps 
Gradina and Jasenovac.? 


' Refer to page 87 in this text for details of the gruesome murder of this man. Source: Martyrdom of the Serbs: 


Persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox Church and Massacre of the Serbian People. p149 
Date of photograph: 12 August 2009. Source: Transferred from sr.wikipedia to Commons by Micki. This 
file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Serbia licence. 
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An Ustase saws off the head of Serb Branko Jungic from the village of Grabovac, 
near Bosanksa Gradiska. The saw is now in the museum in Banja Luka, Republika 








Serbian women and children from the Kozara region, who have been deported from 
their homes, sit outside at the Daruvar Concentration Camp.” 


' Date: between 1941 and 1945. Author and source: http://www.srpska-mreza.com/History/ww2/photo/Saw- 


head.jpg. This file is in the public domain. 
2 Date: 1942. Author: unknown. Source: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Photograph #89848. 
This file is in the public domain, courtesy of Muzej Revolucije Narodnosti Jugoslavije. 
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A German soldier points his rifle at a prisoner lying on the ground in 
the village of Jajinci near Belgrade. Jajinci served as an execution 
site for inmates from the Banjica Concentration Camp.! 





Police raid on Sinti and Roma caravan in winter? 
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Date: 1941. Author: unknown. Source: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Photograph #46704. 


This file is in the public domain, courtesy of Muzej Revolucije Narodnosti Jugoslavije. 
Depicted place: Renningen / Leonberg. Date: 1937. Photographer: unknown. Attribution: Bundesarchiv, 


2 
Bild 146-1989-110-29 / CC-BY-SA 3.0. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share 


Alike 3.0 Germany licence. 
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Cologne, Schwarz-Weif-Platz: Kriminal officer checking out a woman 
during a raid in the internment camp for Sinti and Roma.' 





Asperg, Germany. Deportation of Sinti and Roma.” 


' Date: December 1937. Photographer: unknown. Attribution: Bundesarchiv, Bild146-1990-104-16A / CC-BY- 
SA 3.0. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Germany licence. 

2 Date: 22 May 1940. Photographer: unknown. Attribution: Bundesarchiv, R 165 Bild-244-43 / CC-BY-SA 3.0. 

This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Germany licence. 
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Serbian gypsies being taken by Ustase for execution, September 1941.” 


Date: 22 May 1940. Photographer: unknown. Attribution: Bundesarchiv, R 165 Bild-244-52 / CC-BY-SA 
3.0. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Germany licence. 

Source: http://znaci.net/damjan/fotogalerija.php?slika_po_strani=S0&fraza=&stranica=94. This file is in the 
public domain. 
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Memorial stone to the massacres of the gypsies, Saint Sixtus.' 





A memorial stone to commemorate the Roma victims of the Lodz Ghetto; 
Lédz Wojska Polskiego Ulica.? 


' Date: 12 May 2015. Author: Visite en Aquitaine. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported licence. 
Date of photograph: 15 January 2012. Source: own work. Author: Zorro2212. This file is licensed under the 
Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported licence. 
‘> Photograph on the back cover. Source: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Photograph #46725. 
Unknown author. This file is in the public domain because the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
website says it is public domain, courtesy of Muzej Revolucije Narodnosti Jugoslavije. 
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Adolf Hitler greets Ante Pavelic on his arrival at the Berghof in Bavaria 
for a state visit, 9 June 1941.! 





Ante Pavelié and Joachim von Ribbentrop. June 1941.7 


' United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Photograph #85432. This file is in the public domain, courtesy 


of Muzej Revolucije Naroda i Narodnosti Jugoslavije 
2 Photographer: Henkel. Attribution: Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-2008-0612-500 / CC-BY-SA 3.0. This file is 
licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Germany licence. 
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The grim face of Ante Pavelic, Croatian propagandist photograph 
the ‘Butcher of the Balkans’, showing an implacable woman and 
October 1942.' the Ustasa “U” emblem on her 





Ante Pavelic, Slovak ambassador Karel Murgas, and 
Mladen Lorkovic in Zagreb, 1940s. 


' Source: Landesarchiv Baden-Wiirttemberg, Staatsarchiv Freiburg, W 134 Nr. 026020. Author: Willy 
Pragher. Attribution: Landesarchiv Baden-Wirttemberg, Fotograf: Willy Pragher. This file is licensed under 
the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Germany licence. 

2 Date: October 1942. Author: Willy Pragher. Source: Landesarchiv Baden-Wiirttemberg, Staatsarchiv 

Freiburg, W 134, Nr. 026029. Attribution: Attribution: Landesarchiv Baden-Wiirttemberg, Fotograf: Willy 

Pragher. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Germany licence. 

Source: Scanned from Dorde Li¢ina’s book Tragom plave lisice (1983). Author unknown. This work is in 

the public domain. 
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Slavko Kvaternik, ‘a criminal posing as a statesman’, in 19427, and 
saluting in his Ustasa uniform.> He was awarded the Grand Cross of the 
Order of the German Eagle, and was executed for war crimes in 1947. 


1 
2 
3 


Photographer: Unknown. This work is in the public domain. 

Croatian military photographer. This work is in the public domain. 

Date 1941-1942. Source: US Holocaust Memorial Museum. http://resources.ushmm.org/inquery/uia_doc. 
php/photos/11329?hr=nul. This work is in the public domain. 
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General Pekic, Frankovic, Colonel Boban, and armoured cars, Black Legion, 
March 1943.2 


Date: April or May 1942. Source: Scanned from Tko je tko u NDH book. This work is in the public domain. 
Author: unknown. Source: http://znaci.net/damjan/fotogalerija.php?slika_po_strani=SO0&fraza=&stranica 
=92. This file is in the public domain. 
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Nada Tanic-Luburic and Maja Slomic-Budjon, the sadistic women 
commandants of the women’ camp in Stara Gradiska.' 
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Bishop Gregorij RoZman greets SS-General Erwin Rosener. 


' Source; Jasenovac Research Institute. http://www.jasenovac.org/exhibits.php 


2 Date: between 1944 and 1945. Author: unknown. Source: http://muceniskapot.nuovaalabarda.org/galleria- 
slo-7.php. This Slovene work is in the public domain. 
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Epitomising rigid monument to 


Archbishop Aloysius Stepinac.! 
Stepinac in Novi Zagreb.” 





Poglavnik Ante Paveli¢ greets Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac.* 


' This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported licence. 
2 Date: 2008: Source: Own work. Author: Suradnik13 (foto). This file is licensed under the Creative 
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International, 3.0 Unported, 2.5 Generic, 2.0 Generic and 1.0 Generic 


licence. 
3 Date: 1941. Photographer: unknown. Source: http://www.znaci.net/damjan/fotogalerija.php?slika_po_strani=5 


O&fraza=&stranica=24. This file is in the public domain. 
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‘As a clerical-fascist state, the Catholic clergy were integrated into the 
highest levels of government. Zagreb Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac (far 
right) officiates at a Croatian state ceremony in 1941”! 





Alojzije Stepinac participates with Croatian military and political leaders.” 


' Source: U.S.News & World Report. Displayed in: Jasenovac Research Institute. http://www.jasenovac.org/ 


exhibits.php 
2 Date: between 1941 and 1945. Source: http://resources.ushmm.org/inquery/uia_doc.php/photos/11186?hr=null. 
This file is in the public domain. 
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Archbishop Stepinac (front right) sits next to Papal Nuncio Ramiro 
Marcone surrounded by Hitler s Nazis and Mussolini’ Facists.! 


At the same time: 





Ea 


Serbian Orthodox Patriarch Gevrilo is taken prisoner at the Monastery of 
Ostrog, and some days later was sent to the Mauthausen-Gusen 

Concentration Camp. This camp was mostly used for the extermination of 
the intelligentsia and the higher social classes through repressive labour. 


' Source: Kosti¢é, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p51 
2 Ibid. 
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Archbishop Stepinac (right), ‘The Patron Saint of Genocide’, at a UstaSa meeting with 
General Roata, commander of Italian occupying forces in Yugoslavia, Field Marshal 
Slavko Kvaternik (‘a criminal posing as a statesman’), and the commander of German 
occupying forces in Croatia.' 





A plebeian memorial. Aloysius Stepinac Street, Mala Subotica, Medjimurje 
County, Croatia.” 


1 


Source: Kosti¢, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p279 
2 


Date: 7 December 2015. Source: Own work. Author: Silverije. This file is licensed under the Creative 
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International licence. 
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Archbishop Ivan Sarié (‘the Hangman of the Serbs’) ‘lifting ourselves 
upwards to God, we prayed to the Almighty to guide and protect Ante 


Pavelic’.! 





Giovanni Battista Montini (as, later, Paul VI) had frequent meetings with 
Ante Paveli¢.* 


' Immediate source: Revolvy. http://www.revolvy.com. Attribution: Creative Commons Share Alike 3.0 


Unported. See also: page 341 in this book. 
2 Date: 29 September 1970. This media is available in the holdings of the National Archives and Records 


Administration, cataloged under the ARC Identifier 194331. The copyright status is not indicated. Source: 
Wikimedia Commons. 
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Masterly diplomat, politician, and fatal manipulator of men and nations, Venerable 
Pius XII, gave his special blessing to the ‘Butcher of the Balkans’.' 





A memorial — Pius XII tram station, Barcelona.” 


' Dated between 1938 and 1958. This file is in the public domain. Author: the Vatican. Final source: 


Wikimedia Commons. 
2 Date: 13 February 2012. Source: own work. Author: Josep Maria 15. This file is licensed under the Creative 


Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported licence. 
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John Paul II, ‘a false coin’ with a ‘hypocritical face’,” the political 
proponent of ‘martyred’ Aloysius Stepinac, the ecclesiastic who had 
given Croatians ‘faith in God, respect for man, love towards all’ 


Date: 10 January 1996. Author: A1C Carson Harrison. This work is in the public domain. 


1 
2 Guillén, Rafael Rodriguez. The Lies of Pope John Paul I. p7 
3 Photograph: Place and date: on a visit to Germany, 15 November 1980. Author: Schaack, Lothar, Attribution: 


Bundesarchiv, B 145 Bild-F059404-0019 / Schaack, Lothar / CC-BY-SA. This file is licensed under the 
Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Germany licence. See also: pages 260-61 in this book. 
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Catholic Andrija Artukovic (‘the Official photograph of Catholic 
Himmler of the Balkans’). Heinrich Himmler (‘the very 
personification of evil’).? 


Catholic Vjekoslav Luburic, ‘Ante Pavelics bloodiest henchman’, sits at a 
table with a German officer in the Stara Gradiska Concentration Camp. 


' Date: 1941-1945. Source: Scanned from the book Tko je tko u NDH. Author: Unknown Croatian 
photographer. This file is in the public domain. 

2 Date: 1938. Photographer: unknown. Attribution: Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-R99621 / CC-BY-SA 3.0. This 
file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Germany licence. 

3 Date: June 1942. Author: unknown. United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Photograph #85797. This 
file is in the public domain, courtesy of Muzej Revolucije Narodnosti Jugoslavije. 
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SS-Obersturmbannftihrer Rudolf Hoss, Catholic Commandant of 
Auschwitz — ‘one of history’ greatest mass murderers’! 





Paul Joseph Goebbels, who had seriously considered becoming a Catholic priest. He 
was one of Hitler’s closest friends, and climbed to the positions of Reich Minister of 
Propaganda and Reich Plenipotentiary for Total War? 


1 


Date: c.1943. Author: Schutzstaffel (official photo). Source: http://fc05.deviantart.net/fs7 1/£/2010/ 
270/b/e/7_by_circle__a-d2zlqxg.jpg. The copyright of this work has expired. 
2 Collection: German Federal Archives. Accession: Bild 146-1968-101-20A. This file is licensed under the 
Creative Cmmons Attribution-Share Alike 3,0 Germany licence. 

Date: 1942. Photographer: Sandau. Attribution: Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-1989-0821-502 / CC-BY-SA 3.0. 
This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Germany licence. 
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Adolf Hitler. ‘T shall remain a Catholic for ever’. He was never excommunicated.?* 


' Date: 28 August 1940. Photographer: unknown. Attribution: Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-R98683 / CC-BY-SA 
3.0. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Germany licence. 

2 Photographer: Heinrich Hoffmann?. Date: 1933. Attribution: Bundesarchiv, Bild 146-1990-048-29A. This 
file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Germany licence. 

3 Photographer: unknown. Date 20 April 1937. Collection: German Federal Archives. Accession: Bild 183- 
$33882. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Germany licence. 
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1 — Pre-World War II Historical Summary of the Relationship 
between the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Churches 


The Catholic Church is more determined than ever to reduce to total 
subjugation and, indeed, to wipe from the face of the earth: the ever- 
resurgent Orthodox Church, the millenarian enemy she has sworn either 
wholly to absorb or wholly to demolish and destroy. Avro Manhattan 


The most common estimates of the number of Orthodox Christians worldwide in 
the year 2022 is approximately 225-300 million individuals.' 

Orthodoxy is the largest single religious faith in Russia (77%), where around half 
the Eastern Orthodox Christians live. It is the majority religion in Ukraine (65%- 
77%,), Romania (82%), Belarus (48%-73%), Greece (95%-98%), Serbia (97%), 
Bulgaria (59%), Moldova (93%), Georgia (84%), North Macedonia (65%), Cyprus 
(89%), Montenegro (72%), Latvia 918%), and Estonia (14%); it is also predominant 
in Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Transnistria and Novorossiya.” 


A Brief History 


By the fourth century, Christianity had spread into numerous countries. 

Antioch was an ancient city on the eastern side of the Orontes River. It is near the 
modern city of Antakya, Turkey. Founded near the end of the fourth century BCE, 
Antioch became a cradle of gentile Christianity. 

Alexandria was not only a centre of Hellenism but was also home to the largest 
Jewish community in the world. The city passed formally under Roman jurisdiction in 
80 BCE, but only after having been under Roman influence for more than one hundred 
years. 

In the late fourth century CE, persecution of pagans by Christian Romans reached 
new levels of intensity. 

Alexandria was considered the second major seat of Christianity in the world. The 
Pope of Alexandria was the second among equals, second only to the Bishop of Rome. 
The Church of Alexandria had jurisdiction over the entire continent of Africa. In the 
seventh century, Alexandria fell to invading Islamic Arabs. 

During these first few centuries, a number of influential Christian schools of 
thought had arisen, particularly the Alexandrian and Antiochian. 

In 325, the Emperor Constantine, who had embraced Christianity, called for a great 
oecumenical synod in order to define the Church’s position against the growing, often 
widely diverging, philosophical and theological interpretations of Christianity. This 
synod is commonly referred to as the First Council of Nicaea. 

Constantine’s foundation gave prestige to the Bishop of Constantinople, who, in the 
sixth century, came to be known as the Oecumenical Patriarch, vying for honour with 


1 Eastern Orthodox Church Denomination. http://christianity.about.com/od/easternorthodoxy/p/orthodox 
profile.htm (2016) 
2 Wikipedia ‘Eastern Orthodox Church by country’ (2016) 
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the Roman Pope.! Encarta Encyclopedia records that a ‘primacy of honour’ belongs 
to the patriarch of Constantinople, because the city was the seat of the Eastern Roman, 
or Byzantine, Empire, which, between 320 and 1453 was the centre of Eastern 
Christendom. 

The councils of Constantinople (381) and Chalcedon (451) defined the canonical 
rights of the patriarch of Constantinople. 

Additionally, three other ancient Orthodox patriarchates owe their positions to their 
distinguished pasts: Alexandria; Damascus (although the incumbent carries the ancient 
title ‘Patriarch of Antioch’); and Jerusalem. 

The patriarchs of Alexandria and Jerusalem are Greek-speaking; the patriarch of 
Antioch heads a significant Arab Christian community in Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq.” 

In its doctrinal statements and liturgical texts, the Orthodox Church strongly affirms 
that it holds the original Christian faith, which was common to East and West during 
the first millennium of Christian history. More particularly, it recognises the authority 
of the oecumenical councils at which East and West were represented together. These 
were the councils of Nicaea I (325), Constantinople I (381), Ephesus (431), Chalcedon 
(451), Constantinople II (553), Constantinople IIT (680), and Nicaea II (787).° 

The first big schism that opened up between Rome and Constantinople lasted for 
about 35 years starting in about the year 483.1 

Orthodoxy represents the majority of Eastern Christianity. Like Roman Catholics, 
Eastern Orthodox: 


pray for the dead; and continue the ancient Christian practice of monasticism; 
venerate saints, especially Mary, the ‘Mother of God’, as the Theotokos;° 
trace their bishops back to the apostles through apostolic succession. 


The Western theological concepts of original sin,° predestination,’ purgatory,® and 


Wikipedia ‘Constantinople’ (2010) 

Encarta Encyclopedia ‘Orthodox Church’. There have recently been significant attacks by Islamic 

extremists against these Christian communities. 

3 Encarta Encyclopedia ‘Orthodox Church’ 

4 Lee, Tom. The Invention of Christianity and the Papacy — the First 500 Years. ‘Botched Imperial Peace- 
Making & Monastic Enlightenment Part 27.1’ (Catholica). http://www.catholica.com.au/specials/first500- 
2/087_tl_220210.php (2010) 

Later developments of Mariology, such as the 1854 Roman Catholic dogma of the Immaculate Conception, 

are alien to Christian Orthodoxy. 

“Original sin may be taken to mean: (1) the sin that Adam committed; (2) a consequence of this first sin, the 
hereditary stain with which we are born on account of our origin or descent from Adam.’ (Catholic 
Encyclopedia) 

‘Predestination ... taken in its widest meaning, is every Divine decree by which God, owing to His infallible 
prescience of the future, has appointed and ordained from eternity all events occurring in time, especially 
those which directly proceed from, or at least are influenced by, man’s free will. It includes all historical 
facts ...’ (Catholic Encyclopedia) 

‘Purgatory ... in accordance with Catholic teaching is a place or condition of temporal punishment for those 
who, departing this life in God’s grace, are, not entirely free from venial faults, or have not fully paid the 
satisfaction due to their transgressions.’ (Catholic Encyclopedia) 
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particular judgment have had far less influence in Orthodoxy and are generally rejected 
by traditional Orthodox theologians. ! 

In the year 641, the Christianisation of Croatia began under the rule of Pope John 
IV, who was a native of Dalmatia. 

From 879 to 892, Branimir, who was a Duke of Dalmatian Croatia, reigned as the 
first independent ruler of Croatia (‘Dux Chroatorum’). Pope John VIII recognised the 
Croatian national church and the Croatian nation. 

Even before the Great East-West Schism of 1054,2 the Eastern and Western halves 
of Christianity had frequently been in conflict. The Great East-West Schism arose from 
a dispute over such fundamentally important matters in the Nicene Creed as the source 
of the Holy Spirit (did he arise only from the Father or from both the Father and the 
Son?), and whether leavened or unleavened bread should be used in the Eucharist. It 
resulted in the separation of the Church of the West (the Roman Catholic Church) and 
the Eastern Byzantine Church (the Eastern Orthodox Church, officially the Orthodox 
Catholic Church). 

The final breach is often considered to have arisen after the capture and sacking of 
Constantinople by the Holy See’s Fourth Crusade in 1204, in which occurred the 
plundering of the Church of Sancta Sophia and the establishment of the Latin Empire.* 
Many things that were stolen by the Crusaders during that time — holy relics, riches, 
and many other items — were never returned and are still held in various Western 
European cities. This event drove a wedge between East and West that lasted for 
centuries, and opened the way for eventual Muslim triumph in the East. ‘The sacking 
of the Church of Holy Wisdom and establishment of the Latin Empire as a seeming 
attempt to supplant the Eastern Orthodox Byzantine Empire in 1204 is viewed with 
some rancour to the present day.”4 

The final separation of the East from Rome occurred circa 1450. This was the 
Great East-West Schism. 

Eastern Christianity has a strong sense of continuity in which is embodied the 
ancient in the modern. There were no Middle Ages in the East, and the patristic* 
period lasted until the fifteenth century. Among the Greeks, the language of the faithful 
is the language of the Apostles.° 

To the Orthodox, Eastern Christianity is Christianity — their church is the universal 
and orthodox church,’ and the divisions within Western Christianity are insignificant. 
‘The Orthodox Church is the one Church founded by Jesus Christ and his apostles.” 


! Wikipedia ‘Eastern Orthodox Church’ (2010) 

2 Traditionally assigned to this year. 

3 Until the fall of Constantinople, the Orthodox Patriarchs ruled from Sancta Sophia almost as Popes of the 
East. 

4 Wikipedia ‘Eastern Orthodox Church’ (2009) 

> Patristic — of or relating to the writings of the early Church Fathers. It lasted to only the year 600 in the West. 

© Walls, Andrew. ‘Christianity’, in: A Handbook of Living Religions. p97 

T Tbid. 

8 http://orthodoxwiki.org/Orthodox_Church (2012) 
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This view was summed up by the Russian intellectual and religious writer Alexei 
Stepanovich Khomiakov: ‘The Pope was the first Protestant’.! 

Australian Archbishop Stylianos made the following claims in 1985 and 1987, 
namely that: 


in a Church divided into Eastern and Western and whatever else, in a divided 
Christianity, the Pope is not first among equals, nor even equal among equals, ... 
to the extent that the present Pope is in schism and heresy; 


[Rome] had dared to alter the common faith in crucial articles; 


[Papism] introduced unheard of heresies, at various times, into the Roman 
Catholic world;? 


[it is impossible] for us to consider the Roman Catholic Church equal in status to 
any autocephalous or local Orthodox Church whatsoever, or as a place from which 
we can derive the gifts of the Holy Spirit and salvation? 


Eastern Christianity has also a long history of being persecuted. Firstly, by the 
pagans, then by the Muslims; later, the Russian Orthodox were persecuted by the 
Soviets; and during World War II the Serbian Orthodox Church was almost totally 
destroyed by the Catholic UstaSe in the Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia. 
In the words of Bishop William Manning, ‘The martyrdom and sacrifices of the 
Serbian Church and People are far greater than can ever be told’.* 

When the Eastern Empire came under Islamic domination, Russia had already been 
under Mongol control. However, there the Russian Church was protected and thrived. 
This Church became the successor to Constantinople.° 

Notwithstanding the Orthodox Church being ‘a peer to Catholicism in antiquity’, 
the Catholic Church has regarded the Orthodox Church as a detestable heresy. To 
Roman Catholicism, Western Christianity is Christianity — its church is the universal 
and orthodox church. 

Accordingly, the antagonism of these two ancient churches has produced the 
world’s longest diplomatic war — ‘which is still being fought as fiercely, as ruthlessly 
and as unscrupulously as ever.’° Catholic intrigues against Orthodoxy, since its 
inception, have been innumerable. “The goal of this thousand-year war is simple: the 
destruction or subjugation of the Orthodox Church or its voluntary or forcible 


' http://orthodoxwiki.org/Orthodox_Church (2012) 

Conceivably, it is partially for this reason that Monsignor Dr Rafael Rodriguez Guillén used the expression 

‘A pseudochristianity called Catholicism’. (http://christianprogress.com/biography.htm) (2011), and Michael 

Freeman, in his review of Peter de Rosa’s book Vicars of Christ: The Dark Side of the Papacy, referred to 

‘the vast wickedness of this pseudo-church’. http://www.adishakti.org/_/peter_de_rosa_vicars_of christ 

the dark side of the papacy.htm (2016) 

3 Sto nepiOa@pio tov Ataddyov (1980-1990) (On the Margins of Dialogue (1980-1990)). pp37, 44, 158-59 

4 Foreword to: Martyrdom of the Serbs: Persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox Church and Massacre of the 
Serbian People. p2 

5 Walls, Andrew. ‘Christianity’, in: A Handbook of Living Religions. p67 

Notwithstanding recent Catholic diplomatic moves, ostensibly to the contrary. 
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integration into the Catholic Church.”! 

The Holy See’s diplomacy has been unscrupulous in its attempts to reach the above 
objective. Its most blatant intrigues have been masterpieces of diplomatic cunning and 
duplicity. Councils, religious compromises, political bargaining, secret negotiations, 
and physical wars — every device has been used ‘to put Orthodoxy in fetters.’* 

Over the centuries, the centre of Christian Orthodoxy moved from the Near East to 
the West — namely, to Russia and the Balkans. Thenceforth, the machinations of the 
Holy See’s diplomacy intruded wherever Orthodoxy existed — in the Balkans, in 
Russia, in North Eastern Europe, and even in the Near East.° 

The Balkans became particularly important to the Holy See as the dividing line 
between Catholicism and Orthodoxy. Hence the Holy See’s support of the fall of 
Yugoslavia in World War II and of the establishment of the genocidal Roman Catholic 
Independent State of Croatia (NDH). This grisly affair is covered in considerable detail 
in the following chapters. 

Additionally, numerous wars and Crusades were undertaken by the Catholic 
Church against the peoples of northern and eastern Europe. The Church was interested 
in, firstly, preventing the expansion of the Russian Orthodox Church into the Baltic 
lands, and secondly, in converting all pagans and Orthodox Christians to Catholicism.* 

The overall consequence was that the Baltic world was transformed by Catholic 
military conquest. The peoples underwent defeat, baptism, military occupation and 
sometimes extermination.> 

For example, by the twelfth century, the peoples inhabiting the lands now known as 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania formed a pagan wedge between two increasingly 
powerful Christian systems — Christian Orthodoxy to the east and Roman Catholicism 
to the west. Accordingly, Karen Armstrong, in her book Holy War: The Crusades and 
their Impact on Todays World, recorded that ‘the Crusades of the thirteenth century 
also show a new tragic intolerance of Christians against other Christians.”° 


The Roman Catholic Church and the Russian Orthodox Church 


Roman Catholicism’s Political Machinations 


In Russia, the Orthodox Church was swept away by the 1917 Russian Revolution. 
The Church property was nationalised, schools were requisitioned, and ‘the clergy 
were brought to political impotence.’ At the Holy See ‘there was jubilation.’ Even 
though the Bolsheviks were a terrible menace, they were also a blessing in that they 


http://www.reformation.org/vatican-against-orthodox-church.html (2014). This destruction and subjugation 
of other religions and faiths has not been confined to the Orthodox Church, it has been an ongoing activity of 
the Roman Catholic Church, almost since its inception. Later volumes of this encyclopaedia give vivid 
examples. 

Manhattan, Avro. Vatican Imperialism in the 20th Century. 

Ibid. 

See, for example: Ibid. 

Volume 3 of this series describes in detail these military operations of the Catholic Church. 

Armstrong, Karen. Holy War: The Crusades and their Impact on Today's World. pp412-13 
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had virtually dismantled the Orthodox Church, Rome’s greatest rival. This situation 
opened up the possibility for the Holy See, which it had vainly attempted for over one 
thousand years, of the reunion of the Orthodox Church through a mass conversion of 
the Russians. Additionally, there was the possibility of the religious incorporation of 
Bulgaria, Romania, Serbia, the Polish Orthodox Ukrainians and all the other different 
Orthodox groups in Eastern Europe. The resistance by the Orthodox Russians against 
the Bolshevists was welcomed in Rome, in the hope that, by defying the new 
government, the Orthodox Church would be totally eliminated.' 

It was while waiting for the Orthodox Church to receive this final blow that the 
Holy See unobtrusively made the first moves. Count Sforza, a leading figure in the 
Italian Foreign Office, was approached by Pope Benedict XV through a confidant 
(Monti) and was asked whether he would facilitate the entry of a number of Catholic 
priests into Russia. The Count afterwards related: 


Seeing my surprise, Monti explained, and it was evident that he was repeating the 
very words of the Pope: “His Holiness thinks that even these crimes and this blood 
will one day be of service if it is going to be possible, when the wave of irreligion 
has passed, to attempt a Catholic evangelization in Russia. Orthodoxy no longer 
has any deep rooted life — its end as the official religion offers possibilities which 
would never have existed so long as a Czar, Protector of the [Orthodox] Church, 
continued to reign.’ 


On the orders of the pope, after receiving a favourable reply, ‘young priests began 
desperately studying Russian and the history of the Orthodox Church,’> and Catholic 
Russians and those with Russian experience became top counsellors. The Holy See 
hoped that its machinations would eventually be rewarded by the conversion of ‘a 
country of 90,000,000 people to the true religion.’ The situation looked very bright. 
L’Osservatore Romano wrote: 


The moment has arrived propitious for rapprochement inasmuch as the iron circle 
of Caesaro-popism, which hermetically closed Russian religious life to all Roman 
influences, has been broken.* 


At that time, expeditionary forces were being dispatched by various Western 
countries to destroy the revolution — for example, Catholic Poland had invaded 
Russian territory. Consequently, the Holy See perceived that the destruction of the 
Revolution was almost a certainty. L’Osservatore Romano pronounced ‘Actual 
political conditions [inside Russia] form a grave obstacle; but this obstacle has a 
temporary character.’ 


' Manhattan, Avro. Vatican Imperialism in the 20th Century 
2. Sforza, Count. Contemporary Italy. Source: Ibid. 

3 Thid. 

4 Ibid. 
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In 1922, the climax of these Holy See-Bolshevik negotiations was reached at the 
Conference of Genoa,'! where the Bolshevik Foreign Minister, Georgy Vasilyevich 
Chicherin, and the Pope’s representative, the Archbishop of Genoa, toasted one 
another in public. Vatican diplomacy thought it had scored triumphant concessions.” 

However, Chicherin’s ‘concessions’ were but a reiteration of the basic Soviet rule 
that the newly granted separation of church and state gave any church scope to 
proselytise. Hence the Holy See was shocked to discover that the Bolshevik 
constitution had applied religious freedom with equal impartiality to not only various 
Protestant groups — ‘but, still worse, the moribund Orthodox Church, instead of 
resignedly giving up the ghost, was still alive — indeed, was giving alarming signs of 
recovering.”* 

The Holy See’s aspirations had to be implemented by concrete action. It changed 
its tactics. A papal messenger arrived at the Conference bearing a missive that asked 
the powers not to sign any treaty whatsoever with Bolshevik Russia unless ‘freedom to 
practice any religion’ was guaranteed. ‘Freedom’, the Holy See explained to the soviet 
representative at this juncture, meant complete freedom ‘for the Catholic Church.’ But, 
for other Christian denominations (Protestant and Orthodox), the Holy See would not 
object to any ‘restrictive’ measures that the soviets might take against their exertions. 
Notwithstanding, the Holy See’s efforts ended in nothing. 

The Holy See, during this crisis, specifically asked the British Prime Minister, 
Neville Chamberlain, to exclude Russia from the Conference. This was at the very 
time when Britain was seeking a pact with Russia, to strengthen its bargaining power 
against Hitler. The Holy See’s plan of exclusion proved fatal to Europe. Hitler emerged 
totally victorious, and the Second World War was made inevitable. 

The Conference failed.* 

Shortly thereafter, the Orthodox Church rapidly adapted itself to the changed 
situation and began reorganising itself, and almost recovered its former strength in the 
religious domain. 


The Holy See’s Alliances with Fascism and against Russia 


The Holy See’s policy of conversion of the Russian Orthodox was therefore 
discarded and a new one adopted which rested upon the total mobilisation of the West 
against soviet Russia by an ideological and emotional anti-Bolshevik crusade, in 
preparation for an eventual physical attack. 

The scheme soon became a reality through the rise of Fascism, one of whose 
fundamental policies was war against Communism. The Holy See embarked on 
alliances with fascist movements where ever it could’ — with a view of converting 


' At the Conference of Genoa, representatives of 34 nations convened to attempt the reconstruction of 
European finance and commerce. 

2 Manhattan, Avro. Vatican Imperialism in the 20th Century 

3 Sforza, Count. Contemporary Italy. Source: Manhattan, Avro. Vatican Imperialism in the 20th Century 

4 Tbid. 

> Pius XII, for example: ‘strongly supported right wing dictatorships. He cooperated with the Japanese from 
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the whole of Europe into a monolithic anti-Bolshevik bloc. Its ultimate objective: a 
military invasion of Soviet Russia.! 

In 1933, Adolf Hitler became Chancellor of Germany. Three years later, Russia 
was being swiftly enclosed in an iron ring from both the West and the East. Another 
two years, and the first surrender of Europe to Hitler was made at Munich, when, on 
the one side, two fascist states (Germany and Italy), and on the other, two 
democracies (England and France), tried to settle the fate of Europe ‘by sacrificing 
Czechoslovakia at the altar of appeasement.’ 

World War II presented an opportunity for the Catholic Church to again express 
its hatred of both Bolshevism and Orthodoxy by actively supporting two evil 
projects — the invasion of Russia and the creation of the Catholic state of Croatia. 


The Invasion of Russia 


This invasion commenced 22 June 1941, and was code named ‘Operation 
Barbarossa’. 

Over the course of the operation, seven armies comprising about 3,500,000 soldiers 
invaded the USSR along a 2900 kilometre front. In addition, it employed more than 3000 
tanks, 2700 aircraft, 7184 artillery pieces, and 600,000 motor vehicles.” It was the 
greatest invasion in the history of warfare, opening the largest and bloodiest theatre 
of combat ever. It resulted in the greatest case of mass murder in human history. 

While Pope Pius XII encouraged Catholics to volunteer to join the Nazi forces 
for military participation at the Russian front,> so also Hitler ordered Himmler to 
exterminate the Soviet Union’s Jews. Accordingly, as the Wehrmacht spread across 
the land, four Einsatzgruppen killing units followed. They rounded up and murdered 
the Jews, then buried them in mass graves. 

Not only did Pius encourage this voluntary pro-Nazi militancy, he and his 
secretary, Sister Pascalina Lehnert, showed great jubilation as Hitler’s armies crossed 
the Russian frontier. ‘They both joined in joyful prayers. Even in defiance of world 
opinion, Pius and Pascalina said novenas for the Nazis and asked God to intercede 
for their total victory in Russia ...”4 


The Roman Catholic Church and the Serbian Orthodox Church 


The Creation of the Catholic Independent State of Croatia 
During World War II, there was created the Nazi puppet ‘Catholic Independent 


their invasion of Manchuria onward, consecrated Fascism in Italy, Nazism in Germany, and Phalangism in 
Spain, inspired the sordid dictatorships in South America, was intimately associated with the Germans, 
Italians and Japanese in setting the world aflame in the Second World War.’ 

' Manhattan, Avro. Vatican Imperialism in the 20th Century 

2. https:/www,jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/ww2/barbarossa.html (2015) 

3 Manhattan, Avro. Vietnam: Why did we go? The Religious Beginnings of an Unholy War. Ch 3. 

4 Murphy, Paul I with Rene R Arlington. La Popessa. p252. In complete contrast to the record in this book, 
the article ‘Sacro Vergente’ in Wikipedia states categorically “despite strong pressures, he [Pius XII] never 
approved a war against communism or Russia in 1941.’ _http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacro_Vergente 
(August 2015). See also: Lehnert, Maria Pascalina. Ich durfte ihm dienen, Erinnerungen an Papst Pius XII. 
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State of Croatia’. In this country, the consequent genocide of the Orthodox Serbs,' by 
the Catholic Croats, was the culmination of the centuries of ethnic and religious 
differences. 

Genocide is a component of imperialistic wars of conquest aimed at territorial 
expansion for economic, political, military, and/or religious domination. 

The brutal first Croatian genocide, its antecedents and its sequels, are described in 
the following chapters. 


The Roman Catholic Church and the Greek Orthodox Church 


After the First World War, the fate of Constantinople, which had been in the hands 
of Islam for centuries, was being decided by the Western powers — in particular by 
Britain and Greece. An agreement was signed by which the Greeks were to receive this 
former Eastern Orthodox capital. The strongest international protest came from the 
Holy See — Constantinople should never be returned to the Orthodox Church. 

Kemal Atatiirk became the ruler of Turkey, and ‘was not slow to perceive that 
identification of the interests of the young Turkey and of the Vatican could be mutually 
beneficial, and a tacit but real alliance was unofficially agreed upon.’ Consequently, 
special privileges were accorded the Catholic Church in Turkish territory. And in return, 
the Holy See supported an Islamic nation ruled by an atheistic dictator as a means of 
perpetually denying the Orthodox Church its rightful place in Constantinople 
(Istanbul). 

L’Osservatore Romano” described Atatiirk as the instrument of ‘a great victory for 
the Pope,’ referring to Kemal’s military victory at Smyrna. Conveniently the Latin 
Church chose to ignore the fact that: 


Within hours of Ataturk’s victorious entry into the beautiful, thriving and 
predominantly Greek city of Smyrna (now Izmir), Turkish soldiers began the 
killing and raping of Greeks and Armenians, and the looting and pillaging of their 
homes and shops. Over 100,000 Greek and Armenian civilians were killed by the 
Turks. 


In 1935, Atatiirk converted the Greek Orthodox church of Sancta Sophia into a 
museum of Romano-Byzantine-Christian and Ottoman-Muslim art. The Holy See 
approved and encouraged Kemal in his operation.‘ 


Early, Mediaeval, and later History of Croatia 
The Croats and the Serbs 
Regrettably, the Croats and the Serbs, two peoples of common South Slavic origin, 


' The Croats also committed genocide of Jews and Roma at this time. 

2 L’Osservatore Romano (The Roman Observer) is the semi-official newspaper of the Holy See. 

3 Washington, DC — On 9 September 2002, the American Hellenic Institute hosted a forum featuring author 
and scholar Marjorie Housepian Dobkin who spoke on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the 
destruction of Smyrna by Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk. http:/www.ahiworld.com/091202.html (2010) 

4 Manhattan, Avro. Vatican Imperialism in the 20th Century 
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suffered a series of divisions. The Croats accepted Roman Catholicism, and the Serbs 
established their Orthodox Church: 


In 1102, Croatia was conquered by Hungary and became a part of the Roman 
Catholic Austro-Hungarian Empire until the creation of Yugoslavia in 1918. 


In 1459, Serbia lost its independence and became a part of the Ottoman 
Empire, and remained so until its liberation in the nineteenth century. 


As mentioned above, ever since the Great East-West Schism, the existence of the 
Orthodox Church has been anathema to the Roman Catholic Church.! Accordingly, 
this latter has made many attempts to forcefully bring the Orthodox Church under the 
umbrella of the Roman pope. For centuries, papal hatred was vented against the 
Orthodox Serbs: 


Lucius II (1181-85) called them ‘slanderers of the Holy Church, plague of the 
Church, thieves of priestly income.’ 


Honorius III (1221) scorned them as ‘foxes, rebels, heretics, perfidious beasts.’ 
Gregory IX (1234) painted the phantom of the perfidia hereticorum Slavoniae. 
Boniface VII (1298) called them ‘evil vermin’. 


John XXII (1319) described Bosnia as a ‘land of heretics and filthy spots of 
infidelity.’ 

Clemens VI (1351) depicted the Serbs as ‘iniquitatis filii’ and ‘fidei Christianae 
adversi’.” 


Both the Serbian and Croatian peoples developed powerful mediaeval states: 
Croatia flourished in the tenth and eleventh centuries; Serbia especially in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 

The Catholic Church made the Balkan region its missionary province. Long before 
there was a state there, the Holy See attempted to bring this region into its sphere of 
influence; and with all the means at its disposal carried out conversions there. 

Consequently, the Franciscan Order, which had already distinguished itself in its 
papal mission in Latin America, China, and Japan, undertook great efforts in Bosnia 
and in Herzegovina to convert the Manichaean? sect of the Gnostic Bogomils.‘ 


' Recent moves have been made by the Roman Catholic Church to extend some degree of tolerance to the 


Orthodox Church — for what purpose, is yet to be evidenced. 

2 Niemietz, Gottfried. ‘Editor’s Preface’, in: Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The 
Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during World War II. pp27-32 

3 Manichaeism was one of the major Iranian Gnostic religions, originating in Sassanid Persia by its founding 
prophet Mani. It taught an elaborate cosmology describing the struggle between a good, spiritual world of 
light, and an evil, material world of darkness. 

4 The Bogomils constituted a Gnostic sect founded in the First Bulgarian Empire by the priest Bogomil during 
the 10th century. It arose most probably in the modern geographical region of Macedonia as a response to the 
introduction of feudalism and as a form of political movement and opposition to the Bulgarian state and the 
church. 
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Thirteenth Century 


From the beginning of the thirteenth century, the Holy See made secret agreements 
with the relevant heads of state to force the non-Catholic population of the Balkans 
into Roman Catholicism. During that century, the Roman popes collaborated with the 
Hungarian kings and the Venetian doges; later with the Austrian emperors; and in the 
twentieth century with Austro-Hungary. 

Professor Henri Marc-Bonnet emphasised in his book La Papauté contemporaine 
(The contemporary Papacy), that ‘In the final analysis Austro-Hungarian expansion 
was in agreement with papal policy at the cost of the Orthodox Slavs.”! 

In a similar way, the distinguished historian J Sidak described how the Holy See, 
with the help of Hungary and Venice, organised crusades against the Bosnian Bogomil 
‘heretics’: 

In their centuries-long efforts to eradicate the heresy in Bosnia, the Roman 
Catholic Church also conducted crusades against the heretics there. After the failed 
attempts of 1203 to convert the Bosnian heretics to Catholicism peacefully, Pope 
Honortus III in the year 1221 summonsed his legates ... to apply all means to 
achieve this goal ... This plan for a first crusade in Bosnia perished, however. Not 
until the year 1234 was Pope Gregory IX successful in giving a character of a 
crusade to the campaign of the Slav Duke Koloman against Bosnia ... Koloman 
subjugated Bosnia in 1238 and apparently eliminated the heresy with the aid of the 
Hungarian Dominicans who also proceeded with burnings against Bosnian 
bishopric following the pattern of the western church. ... this decisive event, [was 
one] in which the political interests of the Hungarian court and the goals of the 
Roman Curia were intimately woven ...? 


Furthermore, the Roman Curia also paid special attention to the “Bosnian Heresy’ 
and from the end of the thirteenth century increasingly deployed the Franciscan 
order’ into battle against them ...* 


In the Middle Ages, the Serbs constituted a separate independent nation with their 
own territory, which corresponded approximately to the southern part of twentieth- 
century Yugoslavia. After their defeat by the Ottoman Turks at the ‘Battle of Kosovo’ 
in 1389, they moved northward into areas that were under Hungarian rule. 


Fifteenth Century 
In 1453, the Ottoman Empire captured Constantinople, the capital of the Byzantine 


The Bogomils called for a return to early Christianity, rejecting the ecclesiastical hierarchy — while their 
primary political tendencies were resistance to the state and church authorities. This helped the movement 
spread quickly in the Balkans, gradually expanding throughout the Byzantine Empire. 

' Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during 
World War II. p64 

2 Further details of this crusade are given in Volume 3 of this encyclopaedia. 

3 The Franciscans — whose unholy actions appear throughout these volumes. 

4 Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during 
World War II. p43-44 
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Empire, and came to rule much of the Balkans over the course of several centuries. 

In 1463, the Turks conquered Bosnia; in 1468 they raided Croatia; and in 1482 they 
conquered Herzegovina. 

In 1491, Maximilian I of Austria became King of Croatia. 


Sixteenth Century 


Austria united with Hungary in 1526, and formed a military belt from the Adriatic 
Sea to the Carpathian Mountains as a protective wall against the Turks. It was known 
as the ‘Slavonian Krajina’ or ‘Slavonian Military Frontier’.! It was populated mainly 
by Serbs. However, the Serbs lived in the hope of someday being able to return to their 
former areas that were then occupied by the Turks. Eventually, the Serbs were 
recognised as lawful citizens. 

North of the areas that they occupied lay Croatia, a strictly Catholic land where 
every subject who was not of Catholic faith was exposed to persecution if he or she 
resisted conversion. “The “missions” carried out by the bishops of Zagreb and Senj 
with the aid of Viennese Jesuits? were commonly accompanied by military actions, 
although Austria stood officially and formally on the side of the Serbs.” 

In 1573, 500 heretics were massacred in Croatia on the orders of the Catholic 
bishop Juraj DraSkovi¢.4 

During this whole period, the Serbs found themselves in a state of self-defence in 
maintaining their religion and their national identity. Because they were not Catholic, 
their formally existing rights were severed over time, to the point of withdrawal of 
freedom and even the application of torture. 

Seventeenth Century 


In the seventeenth century, to escape brutal Turkish repression, hundreds of 
thousands of Serbs moved out of the Ottoman Empire and into the Krajina. The Serbs 
were well received by Austrian authorities, given free land, various privileges, and a 
high level of autonomy — with the obligation to defend the borders from the Turks. 
They were ruled directly by Vienna and were never subordinated to any Croatians, 
who were ruled by Hungary. 


Eighteenth Century 


Although Kaiser Joseph, as King of Hungary, granted the Serbs civil independence 
in 1706, the Catholic military pastor of Lika, Marko Mesic, publicly announced (as a 
foreshadowing of events in the twentieth century): 


Convert to Catholicism or disappear. 


Noe 


This Krajina became an area of World War II Croatian conflict. 

The Jesuits — ‘Rome’s caterpillars’. 

Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during 
World War I 

Luigi Cascioli: http://www.luigicascioli.it/lettera_eng.php (2006) 

Niemietz, Gottfried. ‘Editor’s Preface’, in: Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The 
Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during World War I. pp27-32 
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In the eighteenth century, the Croats and their Catholic Church demanded laws in 
parliament which were to make life impossible for the Serbs and the Orthodox Church. 
Among other things: Serb schools were to be prohibited and the construction of 
Orthodox churches forbidden, and all possessions were to be confiscated from the 
Orthodox cloisters. However, as Queen Maria Theresa! depended on the strength of 
the Serb military units, she did not yield to these demands.” 


Nineteenth Century 


In the late nineteenth century, a Croatian Serbophobia developed, with the Croats 
finding the existence of more than one million Serbs in Krajina and Slavonia 
intolerable. Some Croats saw the solution in the creation of a common Yugoslav state 
with Serbs and Slovenes, but most of them believed that the Serbs must be eliminated 
by either forcing them to accept Catholicism and Croatian national identity or by 
expelling them. 

Ante Staréevic was a Croatian politician and writer. In 1861, he enunciated the 
basis of the political programme of the Croatian Party of Rights (Hrvatska stranka 
prava) (HSP),? which he founded with Eugen Kvaternik. The ‘Rights’ in the party’s 
name refer to the idea of Croatian national and ethnic rights. Staréevic exemplified the 
Croatian historical hatred of the Serbs, and anticipated the actions of his World War II 
countrymen by his saying: 


A litter of dogs who should be hacked to bits with axes.* 


The HSP was clerical, conservative, and pro-Habsburg. Its only concession to 
nationalism was hostility to the Serbs who, since the incorporation of the ‘military 
frontiers’ into Croatia in 1868, made up a quarter of the population.’ Staréevic 
demanded the reintegration of the Croatian lands — the large realm of Croatia of old — 
that is, the Middle Age’s Kingdom of Croatia. 

The entire second half of the nineteenth century witnessed a close cooperation, a 
symbiosis, between the Holy See and the Austro-Hungarian monarchy. The Holy See 
needed the Catholic monarchy as its rampart against Orthodoxy in the east. Hence 
arose the suggestion of Pope Leo XIII (1878-1903) for the founding of a ‘League of 
Catholic States’ with the ‘Austrian Emperor and the apostolic king of Hungary’ at its 
head.° 


' Maria Theresa — Archduchess of Austria, Queen of Hungary, Queen of Bohemia, Grand Duchess of Tuscany, 
and Holy Roman Empress. 
2 Niemietz, Gottfried. ‘Editor’s Preface’, in: Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The 
Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during World War II. pp27-32 
3 The HSP still exists, and is the oldest political party in the country. 
4 Martyrdom of the Serbs: Persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox Church and Massacre of the Serbian People. 
p137 
5 Wikipedia ‘Ante Staréevic’ (2008) 
® Niemietz, Gottfried. ‘Editor’s Preface’, in: Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The 
Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during World War LI. pp27-32 
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1900-1919 — Catholicism’s Aspirations and Manipulations for War 


Pope Leo XIII, especially, supported the imperialistic plans of the Austro- 
Hungarian monarchy to conquer sizeable portions of the Balkans — which ended with 
the annexation of Bosnia and of Herzegovina in 1908-1909. Emperor Franz Joseph 
declared war on Serbia only after approval by Leo XIII. Documents show clearly that 
the latter simply ordered him to do so. The ‘Peace pope’ had years before declared 
many times his regret ‘that Austro-Hungary neglected to punish its dangerous Danube 
neighbour.’ For Pope Leo,' Serbia was ‘a gnawing disease that is gradually destroying 
the marrow of the monarchy and in time will cause its dissolution.’ 

Advocating war, the Austrian Catholic newspaper Osterreichs katholisches 
Sontagsblatt, wrote in October 1912: 


The stone that has plunged into the European pond of peace in the Balkans will 
produce ... the long-awaited European war ... It would do no harm for Europe to 
have its circumstances thoroughly shaken up for once. 


In 1912, also, Cardinal Nagel of Vienna stated in the same paper: 


This is about ... the first opportunity to get a foothold on a broad basis with 
Slavdom, a race that is undoubtedly rising. We are missing a Catholic Slavic 
Empire ... The Church must not miss the moment ... 


Pius X stated: ‘The world war is coming ...’ ‘Austria-Hungary would have been 
better off punishing the Serbs for all their misdeeds.’> 


Eugenio Cardinal Pacelli (who later became Pius XII) authored and negotiated the 
Serbian Concordat in 1914. With its uncompromising terms dealing with the 
‘Protectorate’ of Catholics in the Balkans, it ‘made war inevitable.’ During this First 
World War, the Holy See vigorously supported the Austrian and German war effort 
against Serbia.® 


On 29 July 1914, a telegram from the then Austro-Hungarian ambassador in the 
Vatican, Count Moritz Palffy, proved quite clearly that according to the view of the 
Curia, Austro-Hungary had been and remained: 


as an admitted Catholic state the strongest bulwark remaining to the Church in this 
century. The dismantling of this bulwark would mean for the Church the loss of its 
strongest support. In its struggle against Orthodoxy, it would lose its strongest 


The Catholic Encyclopedia records of Leo XIII: ‘On the whole his pontificate of twenty-five years was 
certainly, in external success, one of the most brilliant.’ 

Niemietz, Gottfried. ‘Editor’s Preface’, in: Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The 
Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during World War I. pp27-32 

Deschner, Karlheinz. God and the Fascists: The Vatican Alliance with Mussolini, Franco, Hitler, and 
Pavelic. pp188-89 
4 Ibid. p189 
5 Tbid. 

See, for example: Stockwell, Antony. Pius XII: Fatal Manipulator of Men and Nations for details of Pius’ 
uncompromising stance. 
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champion. As it is absolutely necessary for Austria thus for purely self- 
preservative reasons to free its organism from the evil! that threatens it — and if 
necessary by force — it is also necessary for the Catholic Church to undertake every 
effort and to sanction every effort that can lead to the accomplishment of this 
goal.” 


On 26 July 1914, Baron von Ritter, Bavarian embassy counsellor at the Vatican, 
sent a telegram to Munich: 


Pope approves Austria’s clampdown on Serbia. The Cardinal Secretary of State 
hopes Austria will stand firm this time. 


The Austrian Catholic press lusted for war. E K Winter, later vice-mayor of Vienna, 
wrote in the Catholic paper Grofosterreich: 


we know that only after a war can the new and great Austria ... be born, and this is 
why we want the war ... We have once more the opportunity ... of being the 
supreme power in the Balkans, once again, the finger of God is showing us the 
way we must go ... in the name of Catholicism we must reach for the sword ...* 


The Corfu Declaration was the agreement that made the creation of the Kingdom 
of Yugoslavia possible. In 1916, the Serbian Parliament in exile decided on the 
creation of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia at a meeting in Corfu. It was signed in July 
1917 by the Yugoslav Committee of politicians in exile, which represented Slovenes, 
Croats and Serbs living in Austria-Hungary and the representatives of the Kingdom of 
Serbia. It envisaged a parliamentary monarchy under the Karadordevic¢ dynasty, with 
indivisible territory and unitary power, with the three national denominations and the 
Latin and Cyrillic alphabets equal before the law, religious freedom and universal 
suffrage. It provided for a Constituent Assembly to establish a Constitution that would 
be the origin of all powers. 

Accordingly, with the defeat of the World War I Central Powers and the collapse of 
Austria-Hungary in late 1918, the South Slavic territories were quickly amalgamated 
to form the ‘Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes’, which was proclaimed by 
Alexander Karadordevi¢é, Prince-Regent, for his father King Peter I of Serbia, on 
1 December 1918. The Kingdom comprised Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Serbia and Montenegro; while the regions of Kosovo, Vojvodina and 
Macedonia were parts of Serbia. The term Yugoslavia was its colloquial name from the 
very beginning.> 


Re-emphasising the Catholic Church’s view of Christian Orthodoxy. 

Niemietz, Gottfried. ‘Editor’s Preface’, in: Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The 
Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during World War IL. pp27-32 

Deschner, Karlheinz. God and the Fascists: The Vatican Alliance with Mussolini, Franco, Hitler, and 
Pavelic. p190 

Ibid. pp190-91 

Wikipedia ‘Kingdom of Yugoslavia’ (2009) 
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Nevertheless, Yugoslavia was, for the Croats, a marriage which they believed could 
be dissolved later. To effect this dissolution, strong separatist forces worked incessantly 
in both the first (1918-1941) and the second Yugoslavia (1945-1991).! 

For the Holy See, the end of World War I, and the resultant creation of Yugoslavia, 
destroyed for the time being the centuries-old plans for a Catholic bulwark against 
Orthodoxy. This was why Pope Benedict XV confronted the new state belligerently 
and did not recognise it until a year after its founding.” 

To pursue its aims, the Holy See then worked intensively with the higher Catholic 
clergy of Yugoslavia on the radicalisation of separatist national movements.’ 


The Holy See’s Pre-World War II Support of Religious Extremism 


During the first World War, the Holy See had vigorously supported the Austrian 
and German war efforts against Serbia. In his report of 29 July 1914 to the Austrian 
Foreign Minister, the Austrian chargé d’ affaires to the Holy See, Count Palffy, relayed 
the views of the Vatican Secretary of State, Cardinal Merry del Val, who was speaking 
on behalf of Pope Pius X: 


The Pope and the Curia see Serbia as a destructive disease which is slowly eating 
away at the Monarchy to its very essence and which will eventually destroy it ... 
Austria is and remains a Catholic state par excellence, the strongest bulwark of 
Christ’s Church in this century. The demolition of this bulwark would mean for the 
Church the loss of its firmest support. It would lose its strongest defender. 
Therefore, for this reason, just as it is necessary for Austria, for the sake of its self- 
preservation to get its organism rid, if necessary by force, of the evil which is 
eating away at it, so it is indirectly necessary for the Church to do everything that 
could serve this purpose.‘ 


In 1914, also, the Bishop of Ljubljana, Anton Jeglich, called on the Slovenian 
soldiers: 


to take arms and defend Catholic Austria and our Catholic imperial family from 
the sworn enemy of Jesus himself... let us fight the enemies of God, against the 
enemies of Catholic Austria, against the enemies of the Catholic Habsburg 
house.>° 


This Vatican-encouraged Catholic fanaticism led to the extreme racial violence 


' Markovié, Mihailo. ‘A Preliminary Note on the Historical Background of the Present Yugoslav Crisis’, in: 
Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during 
World War II. pp9-14 

? Similar to the 45 years’ delay in the Holy See’s recognition of the State of Israel. By contrast, the Holy See 
was the first state in the world to immediately recognise Hitler’s fascist Third Reich after its creation 

3 Niemietz, Gottfried. ‘Editor’s Preface’, in: Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The 
Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during World War II. pp27-32 

4 Cited in: Bulaji¢, Milan. The Role of the Vatican in the Break-Up of the Yugoslav State. pp41-42 

> Bulajié, Milan. The Role of the Vatican in the Break-Up of the Yugoslav State. p38 

© Lituchy, Barry. What Is The Vatican Hiding? The Vatican's Complicity in Genocide in Fascist Croatia: The 
Suppressed Chapter of Holocaust History 
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expressed toward the Serbs throughout Austria-Hungary. It was summarised in the 
popular phase of August 1914: ‘Alle Serben miissen sterben’ (‘All Serbs must die’). 
The result — during the First World War, 25 percent of all male Serbs were killed. 

After World War I, the Holy See was determined, as were its fascist partners Italy 
and Germany, to destroy the Yugoslav state and reconstitute in that region the power 
and influence that the papacy had lost with the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire in 1918. 

This determination was reinforced by the fact that the Holy See was firstly no 
longer the supreme religious authority in Central and Eastern Europe, and secondly, 
had lost the foundations on which citizens owed a dual allegiance to the Catholic 
Church and the state. This had resulted in a sharp decline in its power’ and influence 
in the region. Another major factor was that Yugoslavia was ruled by a King of the 
Serbian Eastern Orthodox faith. 


Timeline to the First Croatian Genocide during World War II 


Professor Barry Lituchy, at the City University of New York, is an expert on 
Balkan affairs and an anti-war activist. He introduces the subject: 


The historical experience of the twentieth century has revealed that the lessons of 
history, and of the Holocaust especially, are not learned without struggle. We have 
learned from the past mistakes of others that we must fight for the truth to be 
known and we must create our own institutions with which to advance it. Without 
an institution such as ours [Jasenovac Research Institute] it is uncertain whether 
the crimes of the Holocaust in the Balkans would ever be fully recognized or the 
victims would ever be properly honored. Without an organization such as ours the 
peoples most affected by these crimes — Serbs, Jews and Roma — would be 
intellectually disarmed in the face of those who would perpetuate racial hatred. We 
know that the denial of the Holocaust and of the crimes of genocide committed 
against Serbs, Jews and Roma in the Balkans during 1941-1945 became a 
conspicuous and profound problem in the 1990’s.> This denial was a crime of 
racial hatred that resulted in massive violence. ‘Never again!’ is the first lesson of 
the Holocaust ... 


But no understanding of human rights in the Balkans can begin without a 
discussion of the greatest crimes ever committed there: the triple genocide against 
Serbs, Jews and Roma by the Nazi, Ustashe and other fascists in wartime 
Yugoslavia. Let us work together to establish the truth once and for all ...* 


' http://www.davidicke.com/forum/archive/index.php/t-12609.html (2009) 

2 The supreme motivation of the Catholic Church is the maintenance and extension of its power (See, for 
example: Gage, Matilda Joslyn. Woman, Church and State. Ch X ‘Past, present, future’. Source: http:// 
www.sacred-texts.com/wmn/wes/ wes12.htm (2008)) — its ever present libido dominandi (lust for power), 
which demands control over others (de Rosa, Peter. Vicars of Christ: The Dark Side of the Papacy. p122). 

3 Refer to Chapters 17 and 18 for details of events in this region during the ’90s and later. 

4 Lituchy, Barry M. Jasenovac Research Institute Quarterly (April, 2005) Vol I. Nol. pp1-2 
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The truth follows. 

With the rise of the Axis powers, both the Holy See and the Catholic fascist 
movement UstaSa aligned themselves with the Axis. Accordingly, following the Axis 
invasion and the consequent demise of Yugoslavia, the UstaSa dominated the NDH 
between 1941 and 1944. The ideology of the movement was a blend of Fascism, 
Nazism, Croatian ultra-nationalism, and Catholic clerico-fundamentalism.! It 
represented: 


extreme Croatianism, extreme anti-Serbianism, extreme anti-Yugoslavism, and 
anti-democratism.” 


The NDH proclaimed itself to be a ‘Pure Catholic State’ The consequence of its 
creation and this proclamation was disaster. Croatia became a state of atrocious ruin 
and misfortune. After reviewing the history of the NDH, Dr Lazo M Kostié stated in 
his scholarly book The Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’: 


The Independent State of Croatia was a travesty of a state.4 


Walter Petwaidic in his work Die autoritdre Anarchie (The Authoritarian Anarchy) 
wrote that the efforts of Ante Paveli¢ and his UstaSa, resulted in horrendous killing and 
grim chaos in Croatia, with loss of: 


more blood than did the USA, England, and France together in the European 
theatres of war.° 


Avro Manhattan, in his book The Vatican’ Holocaust: The Sensational Account of 
the Most Horrifying Religious Massacre of the 20th Century, stated quite clearly that 
the phrase ‘the Vatican’s holocaust’, to describe the massacres by the Usta8a, is neither 
a misnomer, an accusation, nor a speculation. It is a historical fact. Fanatic nationalism 
and religious bigotry were its two main components.° 


1920s 


In 1921, on the death of his father, Alexander Karadordevic¢ inherited the throne of 
the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes — which country he ruled from 1921 to 
1929. 

The Holy See was opposed to this multi-cultural, multi-religious Yugoslavia. 
Particularly, it sought to oppose any possible expansion of the Orthodox Church into 
traditional Catholic territory. 

At the same time, there came about a division in the Catholic Church between the 


| Wikipedia ‘Usta8e’ (2009) 

2 Tomasevic, Jozo. War & Revolution in Yugoslavia, 1941-45: The Chetniks. p105 

3 Jasenovac and the Holocaust in Yugoslavia: Analyses and Survivor Testimonies. p99 

4 Kostié, Lazo M. The Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p68 

5 Petwaidic, Walter. Die autoritére Anarchie: Streiflichter des deutschen Zusammenbruchs. Source: Kostié, 
Lazo M. The Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’: an account based on German, Italian and the 
other sources. p68 

§ Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifving Religious 
Massacre of the 20th Century. ‘Preface to the American Editions’, p vii 
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hierarchs and the poor local priests, who, influenced by the example of their Orthodox 
counterparts, were seeking liberal reforms for the benefit of local parishes and their 
clergy. 

Such a reform was not a priority for the Holy See; consequently, in seeking to 
oppose any possible expansion of the Orthodox Church, the Holy See recruited the 
more compliant Franciscans! to assume local clerical duties in Yugoslavia. 

In the 1920s, the Catholic Church chose Ivan Sari¢,? leader of the most extreme 
anti-Serb movement, as Bishop of Vrhbosna (Sarajevo). This was a virtual ‘declaration 
of war’ against the Orthodox Christians, designed to foster antagonism between Serbs 
and Croats — the better to destroy Yugoslavia and allow reconstitution of the Habsburg 
Empire? 

Ultimately, two decades of the Holy See’s challenge to the very existence of multi- 
cultural, multi-religious Yugoslavia was the precursor of the active participation of the 
Catholic clergy, notably Franciscans, in the UstaSa campaign of genocide against the 
Orthodox Serbs in Croatia during World War II. 

Meanwhile, Vladko Maéek, who was a lawyer, became a close associate of Stjepan 
Radié. In 1925, after Radic’s Croatian Peasant Party (Hrvatska selja¢ka stranka) (HSS) 
joined Peasants International, Ma¢ek was arrested by Royal Yugoslav authorities. 
While in jail, he was elected to the National Assembly. A few months later, the HSS 
joined the government, paving the way for Maéek to be released. 

The political system of the new kingdom came to be controlled by Serbian 
centralists, while opposition in Croatia, dominated by Radi¢ and the HSS, sought a 
federal state in which Croatia would be afforded equal status vis-a-vis Serbia, and the 
party platform still called for greater Croatian autonomy and eventually independence. 

In 1928, Radié and several other HSS deputies were shot in the parliament by a 
Serbian ultra-nationalist, PuniSa Racic. This act reflected a national conflict that 
brought the political system to a standstill. 

After Stjepan Radi¢’s assassination, Maéek led the HSS through to World War IL.° 
He soon became one of the main opponents of King Aleksandar and his dictatorship. 

On 6 January 1929, in response to the political crisis triggered by the murder of 
Radic, King Aleksandar abolished the Constitution, prorogued Parliament, and 
introduced a personal dictatorship. He attempted to abolish national divisions by 
introducing a new supranational patriotism under the name of Yugoslavia. The internal 
borders of the country were redrawn, so that Croatia disappeared as an entity. He also 


' The active and macabre role played by the Franciscans in the Holocaust in the Independent State of Croatia 
during World War II is described in many places in this volume. 

2? Archbishop Sari¢, as he became, was active in the Croatian Genocide, where he was known as ‘the Hangman 
of the Serbs’. The United States Department of State considered him ‘perhaps the most rabid opponent of the 
Orthodox Serbs and the Yugoslav Royal family’. 

3 See, for example: Johnstone, Diana. Fool's Crusade: Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions pp198-99 

4 See, for example: Ibid. 

5 Wikipedia ‘V\adko Maéek’ (2008) 


20 Pre-World War II Historical Summary 


changed the name of the country to the ‘Kingdom of Yugoslavia’.' All political parties, 
including the HSP, were banned. The radical wing of the Party was exiled, among 
them Ante Paveli¢ and Gustav Peréec. This group was later joined by several other 
Croatian exiles. The political repression by the dictatorship generated extremism 
among some opponents of the regime.” 

Ante Paveli¢ was a Zagreb lawyer who was educated in his youth in Jesuit 
schools.* He was a fascist and ethnic Croatian ultra-nationalist. In the tradition of Ante 
Staréevic, along with the former Austrian officer Slavko Kvaternik and others, he 
founded the UstaSa Party (ustaSka stranka) (US) on 7 January 1929. Its leader was 
Gustav Peréec, a nationalist journalist.t Its ideology was a blend of Fascism, Nazism, 
Croatian ultra-nationalism, and Catholic clerico-fundamentalism. Its declared goal was 
to destroy the Yugoslav state in order to found an ‘independent Croatia’, the ‘Realm of 
God’, in which only Catholics were to have the right to exist. 

The UstaSa Party also received a strong influx of Catholic priests, who very early 
became the keystone of UstaSadom and set up administrative cadres.° 

By 1929, two divergent political streams had formed within Croatia: some 
supported Paveli¢’s view that only violence could secure Croatia’s national interests; 
the others supported the HSS. 

On 22 March 1929, Paveli¢’s mob murdered the chief editor of the Zagreb 
newspaper Novosti.° 

On 20 April 1929, Ante Paveli¢ and others co-signed a declaration in Sofia, 
Bulgaria, together with the members of the Macedonian National Committee, asserting 
that they would pursue ‘their legal activities for the establishment of human and 
national rights, political freedom and complete independence for both Croatia and 
Macedonia’. Because the HSS was basically moderate and democratic, Paveli¢ formed 
an extreme Croatian nationalist political group known as UHRO (UstaSa-Hrvatska 
revolucionarna organizacija) (“UstaSa-Croatian Revolutionary Organisation’). In 1933 
it was renamed as UstaSa-Hrvatski revolucionarni pokret (UHRP) (UstaSa-Croatian 
Revolutionary Movement). 


1930s 


In 1932, Ante Paveli¢ wrote the charter of principles that outlined the plan for 
achieving an independent Croatia based on the Catholic religion and Croatian ethnic 
identity. This task was to be the responsibility of an ustanak (armed insurgency) 
composed of the Croatian people, under the direction of the UstaSa. Religious and 
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ethnic cleansing, and land gain were at the centre of the party’s agenda.! 

Paveli¢ believed that the new Croatian state should include most of Bosnia and all 
of Dalmatia. The objective was to rid the country of Eastern Slavs. He did not consider 
Croatians to be Eastern or Slavic, but rather of a more Western and Gothic background. 
The party used this idea during World War II to ally itself with Germany. 

This was the beginning of the UstaSa, which was given a safe haven in Italy by the 
Catholic fascist dictator Benito Mussolini. It eventually carried out a campaign of 
terrorism against Yugoslavia. It was financed by Rome and Budapest, and given moral 
encouragement by the Germans.” 

To attain its goal, Paveli¢ and other UstaSe were responsible for a serious flurry of 
bomb outrages between 1930 and 1935 — the weapons and explosives all supplied by 
Italy. Soon after, all organisations related to the Usta8a were banned throughout non- 
fascist Europe. 

UstaSa camps for training terrorists and saboteurs were set up in Italy and Hungary, 
and an armed insurrection was attempted in 1933 when the UstaSe, armed by the 
Italians, attempted to invade Yugoslavia by crossing the Adriatic in motorboats. This 
was unsuccessful. 

Purification, for the UstaSe, always meant extermination — they never hid their 
desire to commit genocide. In the 1930’s they sang verses such as: ‘Hang the Serbs 
from the willow trees’ (‘Srbe na vrbe!’)*>, and ‘We shall tear their children out of their 
womb.”° 

In Ante Pavelic’s words: 


Most important is the dedication, guns, bombs and sharp knives of Croatian 
UstaSe, who will clear and cut all that is rotten from the healthy Croat body. And 
then, let the world observe the murdered and burned corpses of traitors. 


Catholic publications such as Katolicki List (Catholic Letter) — the official organ of 
Alojzije Stepinac’s archbishopric of Zagreb — frequently published condemnations of 
Jews during the 1930s as being the source of Communism, freemasonry, abortions and 
immorality.’ 
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In 1933, Paveli¢ had Gustav Peréec shot in the head after being tortured by the 
UstaSe, and he also sent a police squad to slit the throat of Jelka, Peréec’s common law 
wife.! 

Paveli¢ was detained in Italy from October 1934 until March 1936. After March 
1937, when Italy and Yugoslavia signed a pact of friendship, many UstaSe in Italy were 
extradited to Yugoslavia. 

Vladko Macek soon became one of the main opponents of King Aleksandar and 
his dictatorship. For that, he was arrested in 1933. 

In 1934, King Aleksandar went to seek French support against the terrorist 
activities of Mussolini and Ante Paveli¢, whose headquarters were in fascist Italy. The 
King was assassinated in Marseille, together with the French Foreign Minister Louis 
Barthou, on 9 October. For this Paveli¢ was sentenced to death in absentia by French 
and Yugoslav courts. 

Paveli¢ was the brains also behind other political murders that preceded the 
disintegration of Yugoslavia. He enjoyed the protection of Eugenio Cardinal Pacelli 
(later Pope Pius XII) who helped him via diplomatic and monetary means’ to achieve 
his ultimate objective: the creation of a Roman Catholic State of Croatia.* 

Following Aleksandar’s death, the new regent, Prince Paul, prevented the 
restoration of democratic government. 

Maéek was released from prison following Aleksandar’s assassination. His stated 
aim during that period was to transform Yugoslavia from a unitary state, dominated by 
Serbs, into a new form of state organisation in which Croatia would have its statehood 
restored, which it had lost in 1918. His ideas appealed to large numbers of Croats, and 
the HSS gradually gained supporters among all classes and followers of all ideologies. 

In August 1936, a main Catholic paper, Deutsche Press, wrote, with respect to the 
Great Schism and its sequels: ‘Croatian Catholicism can be described as the actual 
bridgehead from which the abyss that separates two worldviews could ... be 
overcome.’ It continued, stating that the Roman Catholic Church was in ‘continuous 
offensive against Orthodox Christianity.’ 

Maéek also nurtured close relations with other opposition parties in Yugoslavia, and 
although his coalition lost elections in 1938, the HSS received overwhelming support 
in Croatia and Dalmatia. Consequently, Prince Paul encouraged negotiations between 
the government and Maéek. These culminated in 1939 with the Cvetkovic-Macek 
Agreement and the creation of the Banate (Banovina) (administrative province) of 
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Croatia, a semi-autonomous entity that contained Croatia and large sections of today’s 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. The HSS became part of the coalition government and 
Maéek became deputy prime minister of Yugoslavia.! This agreement provoked 
resentment among the Serbs.” 

Importantly, Croatia did not enter Yugoslavia as a state with recognised borders. It 
was neither a state, nor had it had state borders since 1102. During all those centuries it 
had been divided into Slavonia, Croatia proper, and Dalmatia. The former two were 
ruled by Hungary, the latter and Serbian Krajina by Austria. In fact, Yugoslavia was 
created by the free kingdoms of Serbia and Montenegro and by three South-Slavic 
groups who lived within the territory of Austria-Hungary, namely Croats, Serbs, and 
Slovenes.? 

To quieten the Catholic Croats in the young state, King Aleksandar had signed a 
concordat with the Holy See, which was approved by the lower house of the 
parliament in 1937, but which was eventually dropped because of massive protests — 
especially by the Orthodox Church. This concordat was intended to create rights for 
the Catholic Church, to which the Orthodox Church was not entitled. 

According to the concordat, the Yugoslav state was supposed to compensate the 
Catholic Church, for example, for confiscations that Austria had carried out 150 years 
earlier, in the years from 1780 to 1790 — which was rejected even by Catholic Austria.> 
Additionally it was to pay a settlement for the fact that the Church had lost land 
through agrarian reforms.® And it was not simply that all the norms of the realm 
opposing the concordat were to be dis-empowered: in Article 37 it was even stipulated 
that any points not covered therein were to be decided according to Roman Catholic 
Church law. Yugoslavia thus was to become a satellite state of the Holy See.’ 

Upon the rejection of his concordat, Eugenio Pacelli ominously threatened: 


The day will come when not a few will regret that they have rejected this 
magnanimous and generous offer to their country by Christ’s earthly kingdom. 


In 1939, setting the pattern for events during World War II, Pacelli, who was now 
Pius XII, ‘warmly endorsed’ Croat nationalism. 


1940s 
The Church and its lay organisations were owners and publishers of about 50 
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newspapers and periodicals that reached people in all walks of life and which had a 
wide circle of readers. Their influence was great. Under the direct supervision of the 
religious hierarchy, they became a significant fascist propaganda organ. They 
propounded the fascist Corporate State, and praised the fascist Catholic dictatorships 
where Roman clergy played a dominant role. They were strongly supportive of the 
UstaSa. 


In pursuit of their aims, and seeing the rising power of Nazi Germany, the Croats 
decided to align themselves with Adolf Hitler. Secret agreements were reached 
whereby it was understood that Germany would support the Croats. 

Before Yugoslavia was invaded by the Axis, Archbishop Stepinac told Prince Paul: 


The most ideal thing would be for the Serbs to return to the faith of their fathers, 
that is, to bow the head before Christ’s representative [the Pope]. Then we could at 
last breathe in this part of Europe, for Byzantinism! has played a frightful role in 
the history of this part of the world ...? 


1941 


As an organisation with significant economic, financial, and ideological interests, 
the Catholic Church, pursued its world mission in talks with colonial and imperialistic 
states. Accordingly, a comparison of the history of compulsory conversions and 
genocide in Spain at the end of the fifteenth century, and in Croatia during the years 
1941 to 1945, reveals an important fact. 


In both cases there were secret talks between the Catholic Church and the state, in 
which the Church held the leading role in the ideological preparation and 
justification of these mass crimes.* 


Subsequently, in both Spain and Croatia, the Holy See used every means to hide 
and to destroy all written historical documentation that would reveal its role in the 
genocides and associated actions.*» 


25 March — after stubborn pressure by Ma¢ek, Yugoslavia signed the Vienna Pact 
in which Yugoslavia agreed to cooperate with Germany. The Pact contained secret 
clauses which granted concessions to the Germans. It is known that about 90 per cent 
of Croats were strongly pro-German, while 90 per cent of the Serbs were strongly anti- 
German. Consequently, the Vienna Pact came as a great shock to most Serbs, who had 
not realised that Yugoslavia was so far aligned with the Axis Powers.° 

27 March — as a counter to the Vienna Pact, Serbian General Simovi¢ carried out a 
coup d’état, forced the resignation of the pro-German ministry, sent the regent Prince 
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Paul into exile, and put the young King Peter on the throne. His efforts were too late. 
5 April — Ante Paveli¢ read a speech from Italy to be broadcast into Croatia: 


The moment of liberation has come! Croatian people! Rise on your feet, take your 
arms. Align into combat ranks and stand under the Usta8a flag, on which the 
glorious deeds of victory are already written. Rise, the moment of our liberation 
has come, arise to cleanse our homeland from enemies and to establish our 
freedom in our own house, in a sovereign and Independent State of Croatia, in 
which all Croatian lands will be united ... The Croatian Usta8a movement has 
placed itself not today, but ten years ago at the side of our friends, at the side of 
Hitler and Mussolini, those great leaders of those great nations, whom no one can 
resist any more, who are standing in our defence and will guarantee our liberation, 
our victory, our freedom and our Independent State of Croatia ... With help from 
God and our great friends ... in which all weeds will be eradicated ...! 


Synopsis 
The first big schism which opened up between Constantinople and Rome 
lasted for about 35 years, starting in about 483. The final break of the East 
from Rome occurred with the Great Schism circa 1450. 


Notwithstanding the Eastern Orthodox Church being ‘a peer to Catholicism in 
antiquity,’ the Catholic Church has regarded the Orthodox Church as a 
detestable heresy. Accordingly, the antagonism of these two ancient churches 
has produced the world’s longest diplomatic war — ‘which is still being fought 
as fiercely, as ruthlessly and as unscrupulously as ever.’ 


With the rise of militant Bolshevism in Russia, Pope Benedict XV believed 
that ‘that even these crimes and this blood will one day be of service if it is 
going to be possible, when the wave of irreligion has passed, to attempt a 
Catholic evangelization in Russia.’ Events proved not to favour the Vatican’s 
aspirations. 


However, with the rise of Fascism, the Holy See embarked on alliances with 
fascist movements where ever it could — with a view of converting the whole 
of Europe into a monolithic anti-Bolshevik bloc. Its ultimate objective: a 
military invasion of Soviet Russia. This commenced 22 June 1941. Pius XII 
encourage this Nazi militancy, and said joyful prayers for the Nazis and 
asked God to intercede for their total victory. 


After the First World War, the fate of Constantinople, which had been in the 
hands of Islam for centuries, was being decided by the Western powers. An 
agreement was signed by which the Greeks were to receive this former 
Eastern Orthodox capital. The strongest international protest came from the 
Holy See — Constantinople should never be returned to the Orthodox Church. 
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Both the Serbian and Croatian peoples developed powerful mediaeval states: 
Croatia flourished in the tenth and eleventh centuries, Serbia especially in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 


The Croats and the Serbs, two peoples of common South Slavic origin, 
suffered a series of divisions. After the Great Schism, the Croats accepted 
Roman Catholicism, and the Serbs established their Orthodox Church. 


For centuries papal hatred was vented against the Orthodox Serbs. 


The aggressive invasions of the Ottoman Turks and the activities of Austria 
and Hungary created a mélange of Croats, Serbs and others in the region. 


In the late nineteenth century, a Serbophobia developed among the Croats. 
Most of them believed that the Serbs had to be eliminated by either forcing 
them to accept Catholicism and Croatian national identity or by expelling 
them. 


During the First World War, the Holy See vigorously supported the Austrian 
and German war effort against Serbia. 


In 1929, Ante Paveli¢ and others co-signed a declaration asserting that they 
would pursue the attainment of complete independence for Croatia. He and a 
group of exiles formed the UstaSa Croatian revolutionary movement. Its 
ideology was a blend of Fascism, Nazism, Croatian ultra-nationalism, and 
Roman Catholic clerico-fundamentalism. 


In 1932, Pavelié outlined the plan for achieving an independent Croatia based 
on Croatian ethnic identity and the Catholic religion. This task was to be the 
responsibility of an armed insurgency composed of the Catholic Croatian 
people under the direction of the UstaSa organisation. 


From the time of the revival of the UstaSa terrorist organisation in the late 
1920s, the closest ties existed between the UstaSa and sections of both the 
lower and higher Catholic clergy, and with the Holy See. 


The plot that led to the downfall of Yugoslavia in 1941 was thoroughly 
prepared over a long period by Hitler and Mussolini, by their UstaSa agents, 
and by influential representatives of the Catholic hierarchy in Yugoslavia. 


2 — First Croatian Genocide, ‘The Vatican’s Holocaust’ 


The worst atrocities known in [the] modern history of Europe were 
committed by Croat and Muslim Nazis on [the] defenseless Serb 
population.' 


Rape, torture, slaughter and murder at the hands of Germans, 
Hungarians, Albanians, Pavelich’s Ustashi, as well as of Moslems in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, are of a most gruesome and unspeakable 
kind.” 


Definitions and Abbreviations used in this and the Following Chapters 


NDB (Nezavisna Drzava Hrvatska) — ‘Independent State of Croatia’, which also 
incorporated all of Bosnia-Herzegovina and parts of Serbia. 

Ustasa was a Catholic Croatian Revolutionary Movement (Hrvatski revolucionarni 
pokret) (HRP) whose members were known collectively as Ustase — which have 
sometimes been anglicised as Ustashas or Ustashi. In this book, semi-Anglicisation 
may be used in the words UstaSan, UstaSa’s, and UstaSe’s. The word UstaSa derives 
from the Croatian ‘ustati’ — ‘to rise up’. 

The UstaSe modelled themselves on the Nazi SS.2_ At Nuremberg, after the War, 
the SS was declared a criminal organisation. 

The UstaSa engaged in terrorist activity before World War II, and ruled, under Nazi 
protection, in a part of Yugoslavia after that country was occupied by Nazi Germany. 
When the UstaSa came to power during the War, its military became the Ustaska 
Vojnica (UstaSa Army). 

Hrvatsko domobranstvo, often abbreviated to Domobrani or Domobran, was the 
Croatian Home Guard, which was very active in the genocidal field. 

Sabor — an abbreviation of ‘Hrvatski sabor’ — the Croatian Parliament or Council of 
State. 

Poglavnik — a Croatian approximation to ‘Fuhrer’. It was applied to Ante Pavelic¢ 
during the existence of the NDH. 

Doglavnik — likewise, a deputy leader or deputy ‘Fihrer’. Mile Budak was the 
Doglavnik at that time. 


Tabornik — commander or general. 
Vojskovoda — marshal 


Rasovi — the unofficial name given to five extremely influential UstaSe: Slavko 
Kvaternik, Ante Moskov, Vilko Peénikar, Ivo Herenéié and Erik Lisak.* 
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OVRA (Organizzazione per la Vigilanza e la Repressione dell’ Antifascismo) — the 
Italian ‘Organisation for Vigilance and Repression of Anti-Fascism’. 


The Fascist Invasion of Yugoslavia in 1941, and the Formation of the NDH 


The day following Ante Pavelic’s speech from an Italian radio station on 5 April 
1941, German, Italian, Hungarian, and Bulgarian forces attacked Yugoslavia. The 
German Luftwaffe bombed Belgrade and other major Yugoslav cities. In the process, 
thousands of people were killed, and the Serbian National Library, which contained 
numerous mediaeval documents, was destroyed.!7 

7 April — the Yugoslav Government left Belgrade for Montenegro. Two days later, 
Vice-President Vladko Maéek deserted. He was still the leader of the Catholic Croatian 
Peasant Party. However, two years earlier he had made contact with Mussolini, who 
had agreed to pay him 20 million dinars to finance the separatist plot to establish a 
Roman Catholic fascist state of Croatia. Several other Catholic Yugoslav ministers 
defected soon after. The legitimate government of Yugoslavia went into exile in 
London. 

10 April — German troops entered Zagreb and were greeted by enthusiastic cheers 
from the Croatians. The Axis then split up Yugoslavia. As a reward for their treachery 
in revealing the Yugoslav air force locations, Hitler granted the Catholic Croats 
autonomy under Nazi tutelage. On this day Slavko Kvaternik proclaimed the existence 
of the ‘Independent State of Croatia’ (NDH). ‘That proclamation was the death 
sentence for the Serbian people in Croatia.’* Thus, the NDH was established as a Nazi 
puppet state, ruled by the UstaSa’s fascist militia. German troops also occupied Bosnia, 
Herzegovina and part of Serbia and Slovenia. Other parts of the country were occupied 
by Bulgaria, Hungary, and Italy. 

The UstaSa insisted that all of Bosnia and Herzegovina was part of the Croatian 
‘historical and ethnic’ territory, and it was successful in having the eastern frontier of 
the NDH placed along the line of the Drina River and the pre-1918 border between 
Herzegovina and Montenegro. Significantly for the Serbs, the new state included 
around two million of them, and they thus accounted for approximately 30 percent of 
the total population. To substantiate their claim to Bosnia and Herzegovina, the UstaSa 
proclaimed the Muslims there to be pure Croat, thus claiming that nearly 60 percent of 
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the population of the province was Croatian. This was a gross distortion, as the vast 
majority of Muslims considered themselves neither Croat nor Serb.! 

That same day, a radio broadcast proclaimed the formation of the NDH.’ Vice- 
President Vladko Maéek stated on the radio: ‘I invite all the members of the Peasant 
Party of Croatia to recognise the change, to help the New Croatia, and, above all, 
loyally to obey all its laws.’ Ante Paveli¢ also addressed the Croats: 


Croat soldiers, use all your weapons against all the Serbian soldiers and officers. 
We are already fighting shoulder to shoulder with our new Allies, the Germans and 
the Italians. 


Ante Staréevic¢ wrote: 
The Serbs [are] work for the slaughterhouse.* 


12-15 April — mass arrests were made in Zagreb, Sarajevo, Mostar, Banja Luka, 
Travnik, Dubrovnik, Livno, and other towns. 

13 April, Easter Sunday — Ante Paveli¢ and several hundred fellow-exiles 
embarked from Italy for Zagreb. These included the ‘Rasovi’ — the unofficial name 
given to five extremely influential UstaSe.‘ 

During this time the UstaSa started creating concentration camps.° 

Primate Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac of Sarajevo ‘collaborated with them [UstaSe] 
from the first hour of the regime to the last.’ The day after Paveli¢’s arrival in Zagreb, 
Stepinac ‘conveyed congratulations from the church to the assassins of Alexander and 
Louis Barthou® and held a banquet on the evening at which “blackshirts and clerical 
robes mingled like brothers.” ”” 

14 April — Slavko Kvaternik was the only Croatian marshal (vojskovodja). He was 
commander-in-chief of the Croatian Armed Forces, the deputy leader and founding 
member of the Croatian UstaSa movement in the 1930s, and later one of the leaders of 
the Independent State of Croatia. On this day, he officially proclaimed the establish- 
ment of the NDH, and formed the first UstaSa government. 

The principal reasons why Yugoslavia collapsed so quickly were: 


A total of 1679 officers, constituting 95% of the Croat officers in the Yugoslav 
Army, went over to the enemy;* 


Hundreds of Serbian officers were shot by Croatian soldiers. 


' Tomaievié, Jozo. War & Revolution in Yugoslavia, 1941-45. The Chetniks. p105 

2 Wikipedia ‘Usta8e’ (2008) 

3 Deschner, Karlheinz. God and the Fascists: The Vatican Alliance with Mussolini, Franco, Hitler, and 
Paveli¢. p193 

4 Wikipedia ‘Rasovi’ (2008) 

5 Tid. ‘Yugoslavia’ (2008) 

6 Thereby confirming, in the words of John Paul II, Archbishop Stepinac’s ‘respect for man, love towards all.’ 

7 Deschner, Karlheinz. God and the Fascists: The Vatican Alliance with Mussolini, Franco, Hitler, and 
Paveli¢. p205 

8 Mitchell, Ruth. The Serbs choose war. pp246-47 


30 


In 


First Croatian Genocide, ‘The Vatican’s Holocaust’ 


The capital city was bombed and the air force destroyed — mainly resulting 
from the treachery of Catholic Croat elements siding with the Nazis.! In 
particular, Colonel Vladimir Kren, an active, fanatic, clandestine member of 
Paveli¢’s UstaSa army, had flown from Belgrade to give the Nazi Air Force the 
secret location of all Yugoslav aircraft. The result: the Yugoslav Air Force was 
annihilated by Nazi bombers.” 


Colonel Kren also disclosed other vital military information to the Germans. 


The UstaSe fought vigorously behind the Yugoslav units. Maéek’s ‘Peasant 
Guard’ became militarised UstaSa units and disarmed sections of the Yugoslav 
Army. 


this way, the extensive disorganisation created by the Catholic radicals enabled 


the rapid conquest of Yugoslavia by the Nazis. This was corroborated in February 1942 


when 


Mladen Lorkovic¢, NDH Minister of Foreign Affairs, stated in Parliament: 


It was thanks to the support of the Croat people and of the Croat revolution, which 
have shortened the duration of the war in Yugoslavia, greatly reduced the losses of 
the Germans and Italians, and permitted, at the Eastern frontier of Serbia, the 
death-blow to be given to Yugoslavia. 


The help given by the Croats to the German armies in their attack on the Serbs has 
often been proudly described by Croat writers. For example, in the Christmas 1942 
issue of the newspaper Nova Hrvatska (New Croatia) there was an article entitled “The 
Croat Soldier in the Present War’: 


It is now clear that the German Amny, in its victorious swing, with its tremendous 
technical equipment, its indescribable moral enthusiasm, its knowledge, and its 
adeptness, was the main factor which caused the defeat of the enemy at the Balkan 
front ... 


However, the internal role, the revolutionary, destructive role, that which caused 
the breakdown inside, so that there was nothing in order, nothing in its proper 
place, nothing prepared or dispatched at the right moment, nothing fired or aimed 
correctly, nothing running as it should — that was the important role of the Croats 
in the collapse of the Balkan front. In such roles, the Croats worked splendidly ... 
all Croats acted as a unit in refusing obedience, in ignoring orders, in preventing 
liaisons, in creating panics, in firing incorrectly, in disabling tanks and guns, and in 
destroying all sorts of military equipment, in disarming the disbanded Serb 
soldiers and people. In a word, in all those battles the Croats acted according to an 
issued order, destroyed the resistance deep inside enemy [Serbian] lines on the 
Balkan front as the Germans did outside ... 
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What happened in the aerodromes is generally known now. On Palm Sunday the 
situation was normal, but on Tuesday everything was disrupted. The Croat 
technicians, mechanics, as well as other air-service crews, left the aerodromes; the 
Serb officers were deserted and left without any crews; they were unable to use 
their planes and so to attack the enemy from the air ... 


The artillery, too, thanks to the Croats, was rendered useless on the whole Balkan 
front ... Five or six weeks before the war, experienced, competent, and excellent 
soldiers chiefly Croats were sent there to insure [that] this important flank ... [of the] 
army became impotent, conquered, and inclined to flee ... 


Although a small nation, the Croats played indeed a great role that brought about 
the collapse of the Balkan front, which cost them heavy and bloody casualties. 
They were instrumental in destroying, in cooperation with the Germans, first the 
former state [Yugoslavia] and with it the eventual collapse of the Balkan front ... 
The Germans and Croats performed these great acts, because by the collapse of 
the former state they smashed after the English the most stubborn, most resisting, 
and most bloodthirsty Versailleist in the Balkans, and thus was created the 
Independent Croatian State.! 


16 April — for his treason, Hitler rewarded Ante Paveli¢ by making him the head of 
the NDH. 

Pavelié set up his government, and by decree gave himself the title of ‘Poglavnik’. 
It has justifiably been said of Pavelié that he was to Yugoslavia what Hitler was to 
Europe. 

He appointed the Rasovi to senior government positions in which they were able to 
operate with extensive autonomy. Later Eugen Kvaternik sided with his father Slavko 
Kvaternik in a conflict with Paveli¢ and fell into disfavour. The Rasovi were then 
joined by three powerful UstaSa colonels — Vjekoslav ‘Maks’ Luburi¢, Vjekoslav 
Servatzy and Rafael Boban. The Rasovi were extremists, generally mistrusted, and 
feared by many in the NDH civilian population, particularly Serbs but also those of the 
smaller Roma and Jewish minorities. The Rasovi and their followers were responsible 
for many of the atrocities perpetrated by the UstaSa regime in the period 1941-1945? 

17 April — representatives of Yugoslavia’s various regions signed an armistice with 
Germany. Significantly, of 224,000 Yugoslav prisoners-of-war taken into Germany, 
less than 2% were Croats. 

Because Ante Paveli¢ had to give up most of the entire littoral region to the Italians, 
he annexed Bosnia, which was populated mainly by Orthodox Christians and 
Muslims.‘ Accordingly, the resulting ‘NDH, contained much that was not Croatian at 
all. It is worthy of note, therefore, that at the outset of the first Croatian Genocide, 
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Croats did not even constitute a majority of the population in the NDH — merely 3.3 
million out of a total of about 6.7 million people. There were approximately 2.2 
million Serbs, 60,000 Jews, 700,000 Muslims, 70,000 Protestants, 40,000 Roma, and 
other minorities.!7 

Thence, with the establishment of the Croatian UstaSa movement, the first and only 
absolute clerico-fascist creation in the Balkans came in to being.*? The ideology of the 
movement was a blend of Fascism, Nazism, Croatian ultra-nationalism, and Catholic 
clerical fundamentalism. It ‘stood for extreme Croatianism, extreme anti-Serbianism, 
extreme anti-Yugoslavism, and anti-democratism,’ and extreme anti-Semitism and 
extreme Roman Catholicism. Its main victims were Eastern Orthodox Serbs, Jews and 
Roma. 

Its UstaSe, the ‘Croatian crusaders’: 


believed in Catholic dogma, in the Croatian race, and in the leader-principle. 

With flame throwers and machine guns, they maintained the purity of the Croat 
race and converted persons of a different faith. Between 1941 and 1945, they 
murdered almost three quarters of a million Orthodox Christians of Serbian 
origin ... Their model was the SS units. The sole difference: all Ustashi were 
Catholics. They soon commenced to purge Croatia of the Orthodox Serbs and to 
make their country Catholic.* 


The First Croatian Genocide 


The term “The Vatican’s Holocaust’, to describe the massacres by the UstaSe, is 
neither a misnomer, an accusation, nor a speculation. It is a historical fact. Fanatic 
nationalism and religious bigotry were its main components. 

In reality, this Croatian Genocide was a modem Catholic crusade. Josef Matl was a 
professor of Slavic studies at the University of Graz and enjoyed an international 
scholarly reputation. In the prestigious Osteuropa Handbuch (East European 
Handbook), Professor Matl concluded that the slaughter in the NDH: 


was conducted in the fashion of a crusade of the Catholic Croats against the 
Orthodox Serbs, with all the overtones of a religious conflict. 


The UstaSa enacted race laws that were patterned on those of the Third Reich. They 
were aimed not only against Jews and Roma, but predominately against Eastern 
Orthodox Serbs, who were collectively declared enemies of the Croatian people. Many 
victims were interned in concentration camps, the largest of which was the Jasenovac 
complex, where they were most often brutally murdered by UstaSa militia.® 
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The UstaSa leadership tried to annihilate all the Jews in the NDH. Driven by its 
own anti-Semitism, the regime commenced the systematic arrest and execution of the 
Jewish population. Among their ‘crimes’, said Eugen Kvaternik, were the ‘several 
hundred thousand abortions’ performed on the inter-war years ‘by Jewish doctors so as 
to reduce the Croatian population.”! 

Professor Edmond Paris,” in his book Genocide in Satellite Croatia, 1941-1945: A 
Record of Racial and Religious Persecution and Massacres,> stated that in proportion 
to a nation’s population, the greatest genocide during World War II took place in the 
state of Roman Catholic Croatia. 

On 20 October 1994, Brussels Archbishop Godfried Cardinal Danneels, in an 
interview for Vatican Radio, stated: 


even today it is impossible to say how many Serbs were assassinated in Croatian 
concentration camps in World War II, but for certain the number must have been 
over half a million persons.* 


While, Professor Friedrich Heer concluded that: 


The Rome of Pius XIIs Curia ... ignored the genocide because it was hoping that it 
would finally be able to conquer the Balkans and Constantinople, thus subjugating 
the Eastern Church by a decisive blow.° 


1941 


17 April — the day after becoming Poglavnik, Paveli¢ ordered the confiscation of 
the real estate of ‘any persons who had volunteered with the Allies against Catholic 
Austria-Hungary during the First World War.’ A decree was issued by the new Minister 
of Public Instruction which prohibited members of the Serbian Orthodox Church from 
entering the university unless they had given up the Orthodox faith before 10 April, the 
date of the Nazis’ attack.® 

Thence, Paveli¢ and Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac began transforming the new 
nation into a Roman Catholic-fascist state. Everything and everyone were made to 
conform to the ethos of militant Catholicism. conform to the ethos of militant 
Catholicism. All potential opponents, whether communists, socialists or liberals were 
either banished or imprisoned. Trade unions were abolished, the media were muzzled, 
and freedom of speech was ended.’* 
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There was issued a Legal Order for the Defence of the people and the state. It 
prescribed the death penalty for ‘infringement of the honour and vital interests of the 
Croatian people and the survival of the Independent State of Croatia’. Hitler had 
granted ‘Aryan’ status to Croatia. Hence there soon followed the Legal Order of Races, 
the Legal Order of the protection of Aryan blood and the honour of the Croatian 
people, and the Order of the creation and definition of the racial-political committee.! 

Additionally, Paveli¢ established courts extraordinary (courts martial) (Prijeke Sud). 
There were: Mobile Courts, People’s Court Extraordinary, and Grand People’s Court 
Extraordinary. They passed sentence without allowing the defendant any possibility of 
defence. The judges, all sworn UstaSa, condemned on the basis of collective 
responsibility alone. The courts could pronounce only death sentences. There was no 
appeal.” They always condemned regardless of evidence, and their sentences had to be 
carried out within three hours of pronouncement.’ 

The identity of this new state was based principally on religious affiliation, rather 
than on ethnicity. It was to be an enforced association for those not already Catholic. 
The principle enemy was the Orthodox Church. This was demonstrated by statements 
issued during the next few weeks. For example, during his first press interview, the 
devout Catholic, Dr Mile Budak, Doglavnik and Minister of Education and of Culture, 
stated the policy of the new Croatia towards the non-Croat racial and religious 
minorities: 

For them we have three million bullets. We shall kill one part of the Serbs. We 
shall deport another, and the rest of them will be forced to embrace the Roman 
Catholic religion. Thus, our new Croatia will get rid of all Serbs in our midst in 
order to become one hundred percent Catholic within ten years.*>7 


However, this dictum is misleading, because the UstaSe never attempted to expel or 
convert one third of the Serbs, rather, in fact, they devoted most of their energy and 
resources to their liquidation.’ Accordingly, Ante Paveli¢’s regime then instituted a 
planned, systematic policy of genocide and ethnic cleansing (etniéko Ci8Cenje) against 
the more than 3 million Orthodox Serbs living in the NDH. 

For widows especially, the conversion to Roman Catholicism and marriage to 
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eligible Croatian bachelors completed Paveli¢’s and Budak’s genocidal plan. 

Jews, Roma and Serbs were placed outside the law. They were excluded from 
service in the armed forces, from almost all government employment, from political 
life, from work in the media, and in their professions. Their businesses were 
appropriated by either the government or by Croatian-owned companies. ! 

April — the first of many concentration camps was organised in Kerestinec. It was 
discontinued in July. A far greater camp was created at Koprivnica, where from 6000 
to 10,000 prisoners were held.” 

18 April — the first specifically anti-Semitic law was issued under the title Law on 
the Aryanisation of Jewish Property. It authorised the regime to expropriate Jewish 
businesses and real estate, and to distribute the spoils among the UstaSe.? 

25 April — in Decree-law No. XXV-33Z, the Cyrillic script was outlawed and 
Orthodox Serbs were forced to wear an armband with the letter ‘P’ for ‘Pravoslavac’ 
(‘Orthodox’). Jews, likewise, with the letter ‘Z’ for ‘Zidov’* Serbs were referred to as 
‘gréki Istoénjaci’ (‘Greek easterners’) or as ‘biv8i Srbi’ (‘ex-Serbs’).> 

27 April — a newly formed unit of the UstaSka Vojnica killed members of the 
largely Serbian community of Gudovac. 

28 April — killings began in earnest as UstaSa military units were dispatched to 
towns and villages across the new clerical-fascist state. That day, in cities like 
Vukovar® and villages like Gudovac, Tuke, Brezovac, Kokochevac and Bolch, 
thousands of Serbian men, women and children were rounded up, killed, and had their 
property confiscated.’ Usta8e troopers arrested 250 Orthodox residents from several 
villages, led them to a field, ordered them to dig their own graves, tied their hands 
behind their backs then pushed them alive into their graves.’ Without trial, groups of 
victims were executed on bridges and then thrown into the river. The same day, 
Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac issued a pastoral letter, requesting all the Croatian clergy 
to support and defend the New Roman Catholic State of Croatia. 

30 April — a legal Provision on Racial Belonging and Provision on Protection of 
Aryan Blood and Honour of Croatian People was introduced.? ‘It was an elaborate 
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copy of the Nuremberg Laws (Niirnberger Gesetze) which also applied to baptised 
Jewish converts. It stripped Jews of citizenship that had been granted them at their 
emancipation in 1873 and dissolved and banned marriages between non-Aryan 
Catholics (converted Jews) and Aryan Catholics. The civil service and professions 
were declared off limits to Jews. Jews were required to identify their stores as Jewish 
and were forbidden to change their Jewish surnames, raise the Croatian flag, or employ 
Aryan servants below forty-five years of age.’! 

Ll May — The official Catholic Croat press welcomed the racist decrees. For 
instance, the weekly Hrvatska Straza (Croatian Guard) wrote: 


The laws are vital for the survival and development of the Croatian nation ... the 
protection of our blood and honour ... with it the Poglavnik wants to prevent the 
dangerous worm from eating away at the tree of our Croatian national identity. 


And visionary Katolicki Tjednik stated: 


The image of the Virgin Mother of God has appeared as a sign in the heavens 
above our new, young and free Croatia ... The Croatia of God and Mary from 
ancient times has risen again. 


12 May — ‘Maks’ Luburi¢ arrested and supervised the execution of 260 Jews, Serbs 
and anti-fascists from the village of Prekopa. 
16 May — Victor Gutic, UstaSa Governor of Western Bosnia, declared: 


Every Croat who today solicits for our enemies not only is not a good Croat, but 
also an opponent and disrupter of the prearranged, well-calculated plan for 
cleansing our Croatia of unwanted elements. 


27 May — Viktor Guti¢ ordered the arrest of the Orthodox Bishop of Banja Luka. 
His body was mutilated; he was then set on fire.* 

31 May — the UstaSe besieged the town of Glina. Then, having gathered all the 
Serbian Orthodox males aged fifteen and above from the cities of Karlovac and Sisak, 
and from the town of Petrinja, they killed 600 of them with guns, knives and sledge 
hammers.* The first large massacres (the ‘Spring killings’) occurred during the night 
of 31 May, when groups of prominent Serb citizens were seized and taken to the 
outskirts of the towns and shot. The object of the massacres was deliberate and 
political — to make Croatia a Greater Croatia by annexing Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
and ensuring that there should be no Serbs alive to cast their ballots.> Among the Serbs 
who died in the Spring killings were: the Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Bishop of 
Zagreb, aged seventy five; Dr Dushan Jeftanovic, president of the Chamber of 
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Commerce and Industry; the patriot, Dr Vojislav Besarovic; and a famous leader of the 
Sokol youth movement, Bogdan Vivodvic. 

It is a fact, therefore, that the Croatian fascist regime had issued orders and 
implemented policies for genocide against Jews, Serbs and Roma even before SS- 
Obergruppenfiihrer Reinhard Heydrich issued the first written operational orders to the 
Einsatzgruppen to kill Soviet Jews in July 1941 during Operation Barbarossa. 
Yugoslav historian Jaa Romano has confirmed that: 


Yugoslavia was the first country in Europe in which the genocide against the Jews 
was carried out ...! 


2 June — Dr Milovan Zani¢, President of the Legislative Council and Minister of 
Justice, announced at a speech in the city of Nova Gradiska: 


This State, our country, is only for the Croats, and not for anyone else. There are 
no ways and means which we Croats will not use to make our country truly ours, 
and to clean it of all Orthodox Serbs. All those who came into our country 300 
years ago must disappear. We do not hide this our intention. It is the policy of our 
State, and during its promotion we shall do nothing else but follow the principles 
of the Usta8a.?7 


The speech was reprinted in Novi List (New Paper). 

June — All Serb Orthodox primary and preschools were closed.* 

6 June — Minister of Justice Mirko Puk stated to Serbs: ‘Either you get out of our 
land voluntarily or we will force you out.’° 

On that day also, Ante Paveli¢ first met Adolf Hitler at the Berghof. “The tragic 
destiny of Croatian Jewry was sealed when a “common understanding of the Jewish 
Question” was established between them. Pavelic’s aims ... went far beyond isolation 
of the Jews through legislation — Jews were marked for extinction.’° 

The Catholic weekly Nedelja wrote: 


Christ and Usta8a, Christ and Croatians, marching along through history together.’ 


June — the Usta8a created an ‘Office of Religious Affairs’ to handle the conversion 
of Serbs to Catholicism. The Croatians also offered Jewish residents the option to 
convert to Catholicism and in return they would not be sent to the death camps. The 
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procedure was that these Jews would submit a request to the town council to join the 
Church. If approved, the council would then issue a conversion certificate signed by 
the town mayor. The Jews who converted to the Church were forced to contribute their 
private property.! But this conversion did not always prevent extermination.’ 

Aping the Nazis, Croatian youths were dragooned into Catholic paramilitary forces. 

23 June — Victor Gutié officially proclaimed the policy of ethnic cleansing. In a 
speech, he announced that Banja Luka had to be ‘thoroughly cleansed of Serbian dirt,’ 
and that he was going to use an ‘iron broom’ until Banja Luka and Bosanska Krajina 
(Western Bosnia) had been ‘cleansed of the last Serb.’ That same day, the UstaSe 
captured 164 Serbs from Popovo Polje and executed them by throwing them into a 
gorge at Kotez. 

24 to 28 June — during this period: 


there were murdered in Bosnia, Herzegovina, Dalmatia, Lika, Croatia and Srem 
more than 100,000 wholly innocent Serbs. At this time the crimes were not 
perpetrated during the night time only, but also in broad daylight. Like wild 
animals the Serbs were rounded up everywhere ... They were taken in trucks to 
the outskirts of the towns and cities and executed enmasse.* 


26 June — all Jewish bank accounts were blocked, all safes were confiscated and all 
storage depots were sequestered, prohibiting the release of anything to the Jews. It has 
also been estimated that by this date, 180,000 Serbs had already been eliminated.* 

27 June — a curfew was declared forbidding Jews and Serbs to be on the streets 
between 7pm and 7am. 

28 June — nearly 4000 Serbs were expelled from the district of Virovitica. 

29 June — an UstaSa unit captured 94 Serbs from Prisoje and threw them into a 
gorge on Mount Grabovica. 

30 June — the UstaSe, aided by Franciscan priests, killed an estimated 90 Serbs 
from Capljina, near the Humac monastery. 

During this period, ‘Serbian and Jewish men, women and children were hacked to 
death.’ Villages were razed and the residents burned alive in barns. In the Italian 
Foreign Military Archive there is a collection of photographs of hooks, knives and axes 
used to chop up Serbs, of women whose breasts had been cut off, and of men whose 
eyes had been gouged out and who had been castrated and mutilated.° 

By the beginning of July, nearly 200,000 people, the vast majority of them Serbs, 
were already dead. As Holocaust historian Professor Jonathan Steinberg has pointed 
out, this murder of the Serbs was the: 
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earliest total genocide to be attempted during the Second World War.! 


The Usta8a pioneered the methods of genocidal terror and extermination that were 
only later perfected by the Nazi SS Einsatzgruppen.* 

1 July — the village of Suvaja was bummed by the Usta8e, killing nearly 300. 

2 July — the intelligence service of the Reich’s foreign office reports a ‘monstrous 
UstaSe terror on the Serbian people.’ 

13 July — UstaSa Minister of Education and Culture, Mile Budak, stated 
categorically: 


The UstaSa movement is based upon religion. Therefore, our acts stem from our 
devotion to religion and to the Roman Catholic Church>* 


18 July — the government decreed that the Serbian Orthodox religion had ceased to 
exist. 
24 July — Father Mate Mogus stated in Novi List: 


Until now we have worked for the Catholic faith with the prayer book and with 
the cross. Now the time has come to work with rifle and revolver.> 


24 July — the UstaSe executed more than 1200 people in the vicinity of Grabovac. 

28 July — UstaSa units killed 248 people near Duvno, 80 in Primisalj and Slunj, and 
180 at Ivanovic Jarak. 

29 July — 160 people were massacred in Livno, 500 in Graéac, and, in an attack on 
an Orthodox church in Glina, at least 700 worshippers were stabbed and beaten to 
death inside the church.° 3000 Serbs from Krnjak, Krstinje, Slunj and other villages 
were rounded up and murdered.’ 

31 July to 4 August — 1000 people were massacred in the vicinity of Bosanska 
Krupa. 

2 August — a company of the Zagreb UstaSka Vojnica executed 800 hostages in 
Sanski Most. 

3 August — 700 Serbian men, women and children were executed in Prijedor. 3000 
Serbs were massacred in Vrgin Most. 

4 August — 102 Serbs were arrested by the UstaSe, then thrown into a ravine at 
Bivolje Brdo. 

6 August — 347 Serbs from Kosinj near Perisic were executed. 

14 August — Paveli¢ himself stated in a speech in Vukovar in Srem: 
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This is now the UstaSa and Independent State of Croatia, it must be cleansed of 
Serbs and Jews. There is no room for any of them here. Not a stone upon a stone 
will remain of what once belonged to them.'* 


The speech and the law were published in Hrvatski Narod (Croatian Nation) of 15 
and 16 August 1941. Paveli¢ declared: ‘The Jews will be liquidated within a very short 
time.” 

To facilitate the policy of etni¢ko Ci8¢enje, the Catholic Croats established an 
alliance with Bosnian Muslims in the NDH. From April to November 1941, the Vice- 
President of the NDH was Bosnian Muslim Osman Kulenovi¢é from Bihac.* Then, 
until April 1945, the Vice-President of the NDH was his brother Dzafer-beg Kulenovic¢. 
He sacrilegiously ordered the Serbian Orthodox Church at Bréko to be destroyed, the 
cemetery to be dug up, and the bones of the Orthodox Serbs to be dispersed. 

Archbishop Stepinac was not only the Head of the Council of Croatian Bishops and 
of the Committee which carried out a policy of forcible conversions, he was also the 
Supreme Military Apostolic Vicar of the UstaSka Vojnica. As such, he participated in 
military and political functions, mingling with the fascist, Nazi and UstaSa military 
commanders.° 

Thus it came about that, in this newly created Independent State of Croatia, Ante 
Paveli¢, assisted by Archbishop Stepinac and endorsed by Pope Pius XII, initiated the 
terrible reign of UstaSa terror — the most ruthless European fascist tyranny ever, 
surpassing in ferocity and barbarity even the Nazis. The objective of Paveli¢’s 
systematic crimes of murder, torture, pillage, and massacre was the total extermination 
of all non-Catholic, anti-fascist elements in the new State.’ 

16 August — Paveli¢ not only reorganised the military side of the UstaSa, but he also 
set up an organisation modelled on the Nazi Gestapo and the Italian fascist OVRA (a 
network of special and informal secret inspectorates). It was called UstaSka Nadzora 
Sluzba (UNS) (UstaSa Control Service). It was formed from ‘UstaSa Intelligence 
Service and Concentration Camps Administration’ by law decree, as both an 
intelligence and counter-intelligence agency and as political police responsible to the 
Main UstaSa HQ (Glavni Usta8ki stan). UNS Central was divided into four Bureaux: 


I Bureau — Ustasa police (Usta8ko redarstvo) — in charge of political subjects 
and divided into three departments: Communist; Jewish; Serbian; 
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II Bureau — Ustasa Intelligence Service (UstaSka obavjeStajna sluzba); 


Il Bureau — Ustasa defence (UstaSka obrana) — representing a special 
military-police formation that organised concentration camps; 


IV Bureau — Personal department (Osobni odsjek).! 
Paveli¢ also passed special legislation: 
against anyone who refused to accept the New Croatia; 
that permitted police organisations to arrest, deport, and execute at will; 


that set up special tribunals to condemn persons to death on the most fragile of 
pretences; 


to mobilise the machinery of the State for legalised terror.” 


The foreign minister of Croatia, Mladen Lorkovic¢, sent instructions to his 
diplomats and to the world: ‘that the Croatian people annihilate all foreign elements 
which weaken its powers; those foreign elements are the Serbs and the Jews.” 

17 August — the operation to ‘purify’ the city of Mostar was commenced. 

The Party of Rights (HSP) was subsequently elevated to the level of a fanatical 
national programme by Pavelic. The incorporation of the Serbian component became 
the great obstacle to the complete Catholicisation of the new Croatia. To overcome it, a 
policy was adopted and implemented of the speedy elimination of all the non-Croat, 
non-Catholic population. Several UstaSa ministers declared that the New Croatia 
would eradicate all the Serbs in its midst, in order to become totally Roman Catholic 
‘within ten years.”4 

Catholic teaching, doctrines and dogmas were compulsory everywhere. 
Catholicism was proclaimed the supreme religion of the State. Jews and members of 
the Orthodox Church went in fear for their property and safety from the ‘three million 
bullets’. 

27 August — a decree was issued confiscating Jewish-owned real estate.> 

3 September — The Nazi chief of staff, SS-Obergruppenftihrer Dr Harald Turner, 
wrote ‘According to reports received by us, about 200,000 Serbs were murdered in 
Croatia alone.’® 

Early September — the government ordained the expropriation of all Orthodox 
Church property.’ The Ustaie kept particularly good records of this phase of religious 
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genocide. One of the reasons for this is that they were extremely proud of their 
accomplishments. Accordingly, they filmed many forced conversions for Croatian 
newsreels. Additionally, Catholic dioceses published weekly and sometimes daily 
reports of new conversions.! 

Even Reinhard Heydrich, the supervisor of the Nazi’s ‘Final Solution’, reported to 
Reichsfiihrer-SS, Heinrich Himmler: 


The number of Slavs massacred by the Croats with the most sadistic of methods 
must be estimated at a count of 300,000 ... The fact is that in Croatia, living Serbs 
who have converted to the Catholic Church, are able to remain residing 
unharassed ... From this it is clear that the Croat-Serbian state of tension is not least 
of all a struggle of the Catholic Church against the Orthodox Church? 


Early September — the sprawling Jasenovac Concentration Camp complex was 
opened approximately 100 kilometres south of Zagreb. It was approved by Interior 
Minister Andrija Artukovic and designed by ‘Maks’ Luburic. 

3 September — the Cma Legija (Black Legion) was formed in Sarajevo. It 
comprised the Ist and 5th UstaSa Brigades. Its uniforms were black. It was a terror unit, 
‘especially notorious and feared for showing no quarter and expecting none.”>+* 

5 September — the Italian army began reoccupying Herzegovina from the NDH, 
offering protection to the local Serbian and Jewish populations. On the Island of Pag 
they discovered the bodies of 4500 Serbs and 2500 Jews. 

In all parks and public transport a new message appeared under the order of Andrija 
Artukovi¢: 

Entry forbidden to all Serbs, Jews, Gypsies, and dogs.®’ 

Another decree was issued by Artukovic¢: 


All the Serbs and the Jews residing in Zagreb, the Capital of Croatia, must leave 
the town within 12 hours. Any citizen found to have given them shelter will be 
immediately executed on the spot.® 


The Catholic Church quickly initiated a campaign of praise for Paveli¢ and Hitler. 
Archbishop Stepinac is said to have issued a Pastoral Letter: 


God, who directs the destiny of nations and controls the hearts of Kings, has given 
us Ante Paveli¢ and moved the leader of a friendly and allied people, Adolf Hitler, 


Vatican_Hiding.htm (2009) 
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3 Wikipedia ‘Black Legion (UstaSe militia)’ (2016) 

4 At least 120 former Black Legion men were executed by the Partisans in May 1945. 
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to use his victorious troops to disperse our oppressors and enable us to create an 
Independent State of Croatia. Glory be to God, our gratitude to Adolf Hitler, and 
infinite loyalty to chief Ante Pavelié.'? 


9 October — a law declaring the nationalisation of Jewish enterprises and 
possessions was issued, requiring Jews to hand over all their properties: 


The State Direction for Reconstruction is authorised, in view of reconstruction and 
national economy, to nationalise all Jewish enterprises and possessions whatsoever 
for the benefit of the Independent State of Croatia? 


25 November — Paveli¢ issued a ‘legal decree’, No. CDXXIX-2101-Z-1941, signed 
by the Minister of Justice and Religion, Dr Mirko Puk. It instructed the remanding to 
compulsory detention in labour and concentration camps, of disloyal and dangerous 
people.* 


12 December — the Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia declared war on 
the United States and Great Britain.* 


1942 


20 January — the Wannsee Conference was a meeting of senior officials of Nazi 
Germany, held in the Berlin suburb of Wannsee. The purpose of the conference was to 
inform administrative leaders of departments responsible for various policies relating 
to Jews, that Reinhard Heydrich had been appointed as the chief executor of the ‘Final 
solution to the Jewish question’, and to obtain their full support. 

Following this, the Germans proposed, through SS Sturmbannftihrer Hans Helm, 
that the Croats transfer Jewish prisoners to German camps in the east. Eugen Dido 
Kvaternik, chief of the NDH Internal Security Service, agreed that the NDH would 
arrest the Jews, take them to railheads, and pay the Germans 30 Reichsmarks per 
person for the cost of transport to the extermination camps. The Germans agreed that 
the property of the Jews would go to the Croatian government.° 

5 February — General Bader, commander-in-chief of the German armed forces in 
occupied Serbia, wrote: 


The Croatians are indubitably endeavouring to annihilate the entire Serbian 
population.’* 


' Nedelja, 27 April 1941. Source: Ibid. Ch 3. ‘The Birth of a Monster: The Independent Catholic State of 
Croatia’. p25 
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7 February — Croatian UstaSe paramilitaries, led by Franciscan Miroslav Filipovi¢,! 
killed more than 2300 Serbs (among them 500 children) in Drakuli¢, Motike and 
Sargovac (a part of the Banja Luka municipality). 

17 February — the SS security chief reported to Himmler: 


The UstaSe have committed their abominable acts not only against able-bodied 
men, but mainly against the helpless, the elderly, women and children ... The 
number of Orthodox people massacred and sadistically tortured to death by 
Croatians is estimated at about 300,000 ...3 


26 February — NDH Minister of the Interior Andrija Artukovic gave the following 
speech before the Sabor, announcing the official policy of the Croatian government to 
make the NDH Jew-free: 


Immediately following the birth of the former Yugoslavia, all the enemies of the 
Croat people — the Jews, Communists and Freemasons — united to destroy the 
Croatian people and all their national characteristics ... The Jews worked for and 
prepared the world revolution ... The Jews, as one of the most dangerous 
international organisations, tried to achieve world Jewry ... in order that the Jews 
might gain full mastery over all goods of the world and all the power in the 
world. ... The Jews wanted to achieve these aims not only through international 
Jewry as such, but also through the Communists. Communism is the child of 
Jewry and one of the principle levers for the world mastery of the Jews ... The 
Judeo-Communists have tried to bring about the disintegration of the Croatian 
national body ... The Croatian people, having re-established their independent state 
of Croatia, could not do otherwise but to clean off the poisonous damagers and 
insatiable parasites — Jews, Communists, Freemasons ... The independent state of 
Croatia, as an UstaSa state ... settled the so-called Jewish question with a decisive 
and healthy grasp.* 


16 April — Ante Paveli¢ issued a decree announcing a scorched earth policy in any 
part of the NDH where guerrilla activity should occur. Inter alia, it prescribed that 
anyone in any such zone could be executed, legally and summarily.° 

June and July — the Battle of Kozara was fought on and around the mountain of 
Kozara in north-western Bosnia. It was an important battle of the Yugoslav partisan 
resistance movement. The German and UstaSa authorities, realising that the city of 
Banja Luka and the iron mine in Ljubija were in danger of being taken by the partisans, 
organised an offensive to destroy the movement. The Germans engaged 15,000 
soldiers, the NDH about 22,000. Approximately 25,000 Serbs were killed in the 
operation, mostly in concentration camps.° 
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In the process, the entire Serbian Orthodox population of the Potkozarje region was 
ethnically cleansed. Over 140 Serbian Orthodox villages, comprising approximately 
68,600 Orthodox civilians, including 23,800 children, were sent to concentration 
camps. Many were then murdered, those women who were spared were sent as forced 
labour to Nazi Germany.! 

Lieutenant General Friedrich Stahl commented on 18 June: 


Today the undertaking of the battle group ‘West Bosnia’ in the area of Kozara and 
Prosara was ended. The entire population of the encompassed area was resettled 
and thus a thorough purge was carried out. 


10 August — the UstaSe and the Gestapo began a reign of terror in Zagreb, Osijek, 
and other cities, arresting Jews and whomsoever they deemed to be left-wing 
sympathizers. About 1000 persons were executed during the next three days. 

25 August — the UstaSe executed 140 people in Vukovar.’ 

28 August — the UstaSe killed 3000 Orthodox prisoners with rifle butts and 
hammers.* 

30 August — about 200 men were rounded up in Sid and transported to Sremska 
Mitrovica, where they were executed. 

16 September — Reich ambassador Benzler reported: 


Ever since the founding of this state and up until this very day the Serbian 
pogroms have not ceased. According to very cautious estimates, they cost the lives 
of several hundred thousand Serbs. In the course of this, such atrocities were 
committed that one would have only expected them coming from perverted 
Bolshevists ...° 


13 October — UstaSe from Jasenovac killed about 600 people in surrounding 
villages. 

Mid-November — Ante Paveli¢ again met Adolf Hitler. He obtained a promise from 
him of military assistance in Bosnia. 

The Italians tried again and again to intervene to save the defenceless Serbs and 
often succeeded.° Italian General Maria Roata reported that his Second Army troops 
succeeded at the last moment in saving 600,000 Serbs from UstaSe massacre by 
threatening to bomb Sarajevo.’ 


1943 
13 January — General Mihailovi¢c informed his government that the Commander- 
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in-Chief of the Usta8a had issued an order for the execution of 10,000 Serbs in Srem.! 

20 January — combined Usta8an, Italian and German forces attacked resistance in 
Bosnia in ‘Operation Weiss’. 

21 May — Usta8e tortured and executed about 100 Serbs from Mandjelos, sending 
300 others to Jasenovac Concentration Camp. 

5 and 10 May — Reichsfiihrer-SS Heinrich Himmler was on a state visit to Zagreb 
when two trains transported 1150 Jews to Auschwitz.” 

13 to 20 August — SS Hauptsturmfitihrer Franz Abromeit was sent to supervise the 
deportations to Auschwitz. 5500 Jews from the NDH were transported to Auschwitz 
on five trains from the Croat concentration camps at Tenje and Loborgrad and from 
Zagreb and Sarajevo. 

20 November — Narodne novine (Folk Newspaper) No. 266 carried a decree 
regulating the legal status of state orphans. It declared that such children were to be 
given Croatian names, domiciles and Catholic religion. A doctor determined the year 
of birth, but their birthdays were always 10 April This method of regulating the legal 
status of state orphans was applicable only to Serbian children taken by force from 
their mothers.‘ 


1944 
March 16—SS Major General Emst Fick wrote to Himmler: 


The Croatian party troops, UstaSe, are Catholic, undisciplined, badly trained, 
generally unreliable in combat, and known to have slaughtered about 600,000- 
700,000 politically and religiously different-minded people with their Balkan 
methods ...° 


18 April — the German consul in Zagreb, Siegfried Kasche, and police attaché Hans 
Helm reported to Berlin that: 


Croatia is one of the countries in which the Jewish problem has been solved.® 
1945 


15 April — Ante Paveli¢, Andrija Artukovié, Mile Budak, Archbishop Ivan Sarié 
and other UstaSa ringleaders fled Zagreb. Maks Luburi¢ was left in charge of the 
Armed Forces of the NDH. 

15 May — the war in Yugoslavia ended. According to the Yugoslav government, 1.8 
million people died in the territory of the former Yugoslavia during the War. 
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Synopsis 
With the overthrow of the Yugoslav government in 1941, the UstaSa 


movement flourished in the Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia 
(NDH) between 1941 and 1944. 


Ante Pavelic, ‘the Butcher of the Balkans’, a Catholic, was the inspirer, creator 
and fiihrer of the NDH. 


The UstaSa regime was arguably the most murderous in relation to its size in 
the whole of occupied Europe, and, per capita, the NDH produced more 
soldiers than Nazi Germany. 


‘The Independent State of Croatia lived through its four year existence 
convulsed by disorder and discord, disgraced by a bloody collective frenzy of 
massacres, plunder and murder.’! 


Professor Leslie Benson, in his book Yugoslavia: A Concise History, stated 
that the NDH ‘became the main slaughter house of war.’ 


The official policy of the NDH was the complete obliteration of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church. ‘We shall kill one third of all Serbs. We shall deport another 
third, and the rest will be forcibly converted to Roman Catholicism.’ 


About 250,000 to 300,000 Serbs were forced to take refuge in Serbia, and 
around 750,000 were either murdered or forcibly converted to Roman 
Catholicism. Thus the UstaSe ‘succeeded in murdering or destroying one 
million Serbian lives in one single year.”* 


Memorable Quotations 
We UstaSe do not drink wine, But the blood of Serbs of Knin. 


The crime, I repeat once again, was but one — however, an unforgivable one — 
that somebody was bor a Serb ... Life in Croatia meant death.4 


“Kill, kill!’ the Ustashi were howling against the Serbs. And they cut off their 
heads and discarded the corpses into the waters of the Sava, which flows lazily 
and serenely toward Belgrade.° 


A Final Summation 


The Simon Wiesenthal Center estimates that ‘UstaSa terrorists killed 500,000 Serbs, 
expelled 250,000 and forced 250,000 to convert to Catholicism.’ Additionally, 
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approximately 40,000 Jews (87 percent) were exterminated;' and of the 40,000 Roma 
living in the NDH only 800 survived the Genocide? (98 percent were eliminated).? 
This level of liquidation was about one-third of Croatia’s pre-war population.4> 


The Manipulative and Unpunished Holy See 


The Holy See gave its overt and covert support to the Croatian State and its 
multitude of atrocities. Yet, once again, it ‘remains the great unpunished.’® 


' The Usta’e, Domobrani, and Bosnian Muslim SS units murdered some 30,000 of the Jews, and of those, at 
least 25,000 were killed at the Jasenovac Concentration Camp. 7000 deported Jews died in Auschwitz- 
Birkenau — only 24 returned alive after the War. 

2 Jasenovac and the Holocaust in Yugoslavia: Analyses and Survivor Testimonies. p xxxviii 
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3 — Destruction of the Serbian Orthodox Church and People, 
Spiritual Genocide 


Hate and sadism in the form of the most diverse kinds of torture were 
widespread and cannot be compared even with the atrocities committed 
in darkest medieval times. Edmond Paris 


War does not determine who is right — only who is left. Bertrand Russell 


In no part of occupied Europe during World War II were more churches and 
monasteries destroyed than in the Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia 
(NDH). 

Immediately following the creation of the NDH, Catholic Croatians embarked on a 
planned, systematic genocide of the Serbian Orthodox population, including its 
ecclesiastics, and a destruction and confiscation of Orthodox property. 

With the full support of the Catholic clergy, 299 Orthodox churches were 
destroyed, 240,000 Orthodox Serbs violently converted to Catholicism, and 
around 750,000 Orthodox Christians, frequently after brutal torture, were 
murdered.! 


Catholic ecclesiastics, under the jurisdiction of Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac, led 
armed Usta&e raids that: 
closed and destroyed Orthodox churches; 


converted some of Christ’s Orthodox churches into halls, converted others into 
Catholic churches, and gave some Orthodox monasteries and churches to the 
Franciscans; 


stole Orthodox records; 
persecuted, arrested, and murdered Orthodox people; and 
persecuted, arrested, imprisoned, and murdered hundreds of Orthodox priests.” 


“With a particularly ferocious hatred the clerical fascists attacked Orthodox 
churches and Orthodox clergy. They created a special “Institution for the Destruction 
of Orthodox Churches”. Almost all Orthodox churches on the territory of the 
Independent Croatia were destroyed, burned, or converted into Catholic churches. As a 
whole 450 Orthodox churches suffered destruction in those terrible years in the NDH.7 
In the Uniat diocese of Krizhevac, for example, all Orthodox churches and chapels 
were turned into Catholic ones. Terrible fate befell Orthodox bishops and 
hundreds of priests in Croatia. They were either murdered with exceptional 
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fanatical cruelty, or evicted to Serbia.’! 
George Duncan, in his Massacres and Atrocities of World War IT, reminds the 
world that: 


This crime of Genocide, committed by the pro-German Catholic Croatians on the 
Orthodox Serbian population during World War Two is something the outside 
world knows little about.” 


Walter Gorlitz, a military official, in his book Der Zweite Weltkrieg 1939-1945 (The 
Second World War) wrote: 


Unfortunately, one of the first measures undertaken by the Catholic Ustashi regime 
was a terrible military venture of extermination of the Serbian Greek-Orthodox 
parts of population which has come under the Croatian rule. 


A review of Victor Novak’s book, Halfia Century of Catholicism in Croatia, found 
that the UstaSe, encouraged by their primate Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac and 
Croatian clergy, persecuted the Orthodox Serbs. Hundreds of Catholic clergy took part 
in killings and in all kinds of violent acts: 


The brutal nature of the militant Croatian clerical Fascism expressed itself in such 
terrible manifestations as to surpass the horrors of [the] Inquisition in the Middle 
Ages ..4 


An example of the crass brutality of the UstaSe was revealed by the swom 
testimonies of several witnesses. At Nevesinje in Republika Srpska, the UstaSe arrested 
a whole family comprising father, mother and four children. The mother and children 
were separated from the father. After seven days of torture by starvation and thirst, they 
then brought the mother and children a generous roast and plenty of water. ‘These 
unfortunates were so hungry that they ate the entire roast and then the Ustashi told 
them that they eaten the flesh of father and husband.’> 

The sanctioned policy of the Roman Catholic State of Croatia was the complete 
obliteration of the Serbian Orthodox Church and conversion of Orthodox Christians.° 
Thus the record of the proceedings of a regular session of the Croatian State Assembly, 
Zagreb, 25 February 1942, states that Dr Mirko Puk, the UstaSa Minister of Justice and 
Religion declared: 
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Orthodoxy) 1993. p80. Source: http://ecumenizm.tripod.com/ECUMENIZM/id26.html (2022) 

5 Martyrdom of the Serbs: Persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox Church and Massacre of the Serbian People. 
pp63-64 

© Perica, Vjekoslav. Balkan Idols: Religion and Nationalism in Yugoslav States. p18 
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I shall also make reference to the so-called Serbian Orthodox Church. In this 
regard I must emphatically state that the Independent Croatian State cannot and 
will not recognise the Serbian Orthodox Church.! 


A Berlin newspaper wrote: 


An extraordinary ecclesiastical struggle is going on in Croatia. The Ustasa 
government is persecuting the Orthodox Church and is trying to convert as many 
Orthodox people as possible to Catholicism by means of intimidation and all kinds 
of devices. At the opening of the so-called Croat Assembly, Paveli¢ said that 
religious freedom did exist in principle, but it did not include the Orthodox Church. 
Apart from nationalistic reasons, Paveli¢é endeavoured to represent himself as a 
missionary by virtue of his work on behalf of the church, thus desiring to acquire 
greater prestige. We still recall his visit to the pope at the time when he was just 
organising his ‘State’. 


A neutral diplomat reported that: 


It seems that the Serbian population in the territory of independent Croatia is 
completely doomed ... 


The Serbian population has been cruelly subjected to continuous mistreatment by 
the Ustashi authorities ... [they] are so frightful that the ordinary human mind is 
unable to perceive them. 


In certain localities in Croatia ... the extermination of the Serbian race is 
becoming complete ... Not even their religious institutions have been spared. 
Their churches have been desecrated in an unspeakable manner and their spiritual 
leaders have been treated as common criminals ... 


The particularities of the unbelievable atrocities visited upon the Serbian people by 
the Croatian Ustashi cannot be fully related for the simple reason that the human 
mind at present is not able to perceive such a description. There is no comparison 
even in the darkest ages of the history of mankind.* 


An indication of the severity and extent of the massacres of the Serbs, may be 
gauged from the fact that: 


Since there was no time to dig graves for the executed victims, the common 
procedure of throwing the bodies into pits and rivers was adopted. During the 
month of July 1941 there was such a vast number of corpses in the River Neretva, 
about 15,000 or more, that the boats had difficulty going through the enmassed 


' Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifying Religious 
Massacre of the 20th Century. p40 

2 Orthodox Life. Vol 33. No 1 (Jan-Feb 1983) pp15-22. Source: http://orthodoxinfo.com/ecumenism/serbian_ 
newmartyrs.aspx (2009). The pope was Pius XII. 

3 Martyrdom of the Serbs: Persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox Church and Massacre of the Serbian People. 
pp31-32 
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bodies. Because of the frightful scenes thus encountered the boat captains refused 
to ply their boats on this river.! 


This calculated destruction of the Serbian Orthodox people and their Church by the 
Catholic Church was a deliberate act of spiritual genocide. 

The Roman Church never censured, nor removed from its ranks, the prelates, 
ecclesiastics or the laity who encouraged or took part in the genocide of, and the 
horrendous atrocities against the Orthodox Serbs. 


The Glina Massacre 


The Glina Massacre was the murder of more than two thousand Serbs in a single 
night in August 1941 by the UstaSe in the town of Glina, Krajina, in Croatia. Most of 
the victims were butchered with knives — inside their own Orthodox church.” There 
was so much blood flowing that it spilled over the church’s threshold on to the street. It 
was one of the largest single acts of mass murder to occur in Yugoslavia during World 
War II.?4 

The Massacre came at the instigation of the Minister of Justice, Mirko Puk and the 
prior of the Franciscan’ monastery of Cuntié, Castimir Hermann.® It commenced 
when some 500 Serbs from the Glina area were arrested and shot by Usta8e soldiers. 
Much of the Serb population went into hiding in the region’s forests. The UstaSe 
responded by offering an amnesty if the Serbs would convert to Catholicism. Many 
Serbs responded positively and turned up at the Serbian Orthodox church. The exact 
numbers are disputed; varying around 250 to 1200.” 

A legal affidavit was signed and swom by Hilmija Herberovi¢, a Muslim Croatian 
resident describing the massacre: 


At the beginning of June my company was ordered to Glina to establish order and 
peace in that district and to collect all the arms and ammunition from the people ... 


we were then ordered to round up from the villages all men from twenty to forty- 
five years of age ... 


At the beginning we arrested only the men. We collected them from the villages 
and shut them in the Court gaol. There they remained several days, until the gaols 
were filled, and they were then put to death. The killing was done in several ways. 


' Martyrdom of the Serbs: Persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox Church and Massacre of the Serbian People. 
p63 
? This massacre was similar to that in the seventeenth century, when Roman Catholics sacked the city of 
Magdeburg in Germany, in which roughly 30,000 Protestants were slain. ‘In a single church fifty women 
were found beheaded,’ reported historian Friedrich von Schiller, ‘and infants still sucking the breasts of their 
lifeless mothers.’ Source: Stannard, D. American Holocaust. p191 
http://www.srpska-mreza.com (2009) 
Wikipedia ‘Glina massacres’ (2016) 
The evil Franciscans, once again. 
Kosti¢é, Lazo M. The Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p99 
Wikipedia ‘Glina massacres’ (2016) 
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Some were locked up in the Orthodox Church in Glina, which could contain 1000 
men. Then the company officer chose about fifteen men to do the killing. They 
were then sent into the church with knives ... I was three times chosen to do the 
killing. Each time we were accompanied by some officers, Dobric Josip and 
Cvitkovic Mihailo, and some UstaSa officers. 


When we entered the Church the officers remained at the door and watched while 
we did the killing. Some we struck in the heart and some in the neck. Some we 
struck haphazard ... The Serbs used to shout ‘Long live Serbia’, ‘Long live the 
Serbs’, ‘Down with Paveli¢’, etc. 


The killing usually began at about ten o’clock in the evening and lasted until two 
o’clock in the morning, and the cries were continued until the last Serb was killed. 
These killings in the Church took place seven to eight times, and I took part in 
them three times. Every time we were so bespattered with blood that our uniforms 
could not be cleaned! ... The church was washed after every killing, after the 
corpses were taken away in motor trucks. Usually they were thrown into the river 
Glina. Sometimes they were buried. 


Some Orthodox Serbs were taken from the gaol to the river Glina and machine- 
gunned. Usually three to four hundred persons were machine-gunned at a time. 
They were stood up in two ranks on the bank, tied arm to arm with ropes, and then 
shot with machine guns which were placed a few yards away. The machine- 
gunning was done by the UstaSes while we stood guard around. The corpses of 
these persons were thrown into the Glina ... 


My company’s task was to round up the Serbs in Glina and in the Glina district, 
but orders were also given that all Serbs in the districts of Topusko and Vrginmost 
as well as Glina should be rounded up and killed. I do not know exactly how many 
Serbs were killed, but I have heard it said that about 120 thousand Serbs from the 
above mentioned districts have been killed ...2°4 


A final group of 1000 Serbs was burned to death, together with the church itself and 
its pastor, Father Bogdan Opatié.° 

Only one of the victims, Ljubo Jadnak, survived, by playing dead. He later 
described what had happened: 


They started with one huge husky peasant who began singing an old historical 
heroic song of the Serbs. They put his head on the table and as he continued to 
sing they slit his throat and then the next squad moved in to smash his skull. I was 


' ‘the murderers bragged that they were wading in Serbian blood up to their knees.’ Martyrdom of the Serbs: 


Persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox Church and Massacre of the Serbian People. p56 

2 Source: http://www.chuckbaldwinlive.com/massacre.html (2009) 

3 http://www.serbianunity.net/culture/history/The_Serbs_Chose_War/darkest.html (2009) 

4 Also, from the official transcript of the statement of Berberovié in Martyrdom of the Serbs: Persecutions of 
the Serbian Orthodox Church and Massacre of the Serbian People. pp284-86 

> Orthodox Life. Vol 33. No 1. (Jan-Feb 1983) pp15-22. Source: http://orthodoxinfo.cpom/ecumenism/Serbian 
_newmartyrs.aspx (2009) 
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paralysed. ‘This is what you are getting’ an UstaSe screamed. UstaSe surrounded 
us. There was absolutely no escape. Then the slaughter began. One group stabbed 
with knives, the other followed, smashing heads to make certain everyone was 
dead. Within a matter of minutes we stood in a lake of blood. Screams and wails, 
bodies dropping right and left. 


One of the UstaSe says ‘Who of you is?’ ‘It’s me’, he says again. ‘Tell us more 
of what you know about Chetniks. We will let you go home.’ ‘I do not know 
anything else.’ As he said that he was hit by a knife, as if cut in half, and thereby 
met his end in the Orthodox church at Glina.! 


The bodies were taken by trucks to a huge burial pit, whence Ljubo Jadnak escaped. 
He survived the war and later testified against Cardinal Stepinac” in 1946, and the 
UstaSa government’s Minister of the Interior, Andrija Artukovic, in a 1986 trial in 
Croatia: 

It has been said that: 


The slaughter of the Serbs in the Glina Orthodox church and the murder of Serbs 
on the altar of the Kladusa* church is without precedent in history.° 


The Prebilovci Massacre 


On 6 August 1941, UstaSe surrounded the Serbian village of Prebilovci, Herze- 
govina. The men were in the mountains, hiding, in the belief that the Croats would not 
harm their women and children. Approximately 650 women and children, almost the 
entire population present at the time in the village, were herded together with other 
Serbs from the western part of Herzegovina and eventually six carloads of them were 
sent off on a train that was supposedly to take them to Belgrade. They were ordered out 
of the cars at a town called Surmanci, on the west bank of the Neretva, and marched 
off into the hills. There, they were killed, either by direct slaughter or by being thrown 
alive® into natural pits (the most infamous being Golubinka), together with 1300 other 
Serbs living in the Capljina and Mostar municipalities. Small children were thrown up 
into the air before falling into the pit.’ At the end, the UstaSe sat around drinking and 
celebrating.® 

Remarkably, 45 people survived the crush of the pits and escaped later to tell of the 


' A description by Ljubo Jadnak of the horrors of the Glina Massacre is available at http://www.srpska-mreza. 
com/History/ww2/Glina-massacre.html (2014) 

2 History reveals that Alojzije Stepinac had, indirectly, much blood on his hands. 

3 Wikipedia ‘Glina massacres’ (2016) 

4 Velika KladuSa 

5 Wikipedia ‘Glina massacres’ (2016) 

© http:/;www.srpska-mreza.com (2009) 

T See, for example: Letter from Bishop of Mostar, Alojzije Misic to Archbishop of Zagreb, Alojzije Stepinac. 
Quoted in: Alexander, Stella. Church and State in Yugoslavia since 1945. p32. Source: http://www.jerusalim. 
org/cd/biblioteka/pavelicpapers/stepinac/as0002.html (2009) 

8 Wikipedia ‘Prebilovci massacre’ (2016) 
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murders. Only 14 of the 550 known UstaSe were brought to trial after the war.! 
Atrocities also began in other villages, including the killing of 50 infants who were 
swung by their legs so that their heads were dashed against a wall. There was 
continuous raping of young girls. 
Approximately three months later, Aloysije Misic, ordinary of Mostar, wrote to 
Archbishop Stepinac and told him of disquieting reports of atrocities perpetrated 
against the Serbs in his diocese: 


Men are captured like animals, they are slaughtered, murdered; living men are 
thrown off cliffs ... From Mostar and from Capljina a train took six carloads of 
mothers, young girls, and children ... to Surmanci ... They were led up the 
mountains and ... thrown alive off the precipices ... In ... Mostar itself they have 
been found by the hundreds, taken in wagons outside the town and then shot down 
like animals.*4 


There is no evidence that Stepinac took any action against the perpetrators. 

The massacres were certainly known to Pope Pius XII when he greeted Paveli¢ in 
the Vatican just four days later. It was at this meeting that Paveli¢ had a ‘devotional’ 
audience with the Pope, and the Vatican granted de-facto recognition of fascist Croatia, 
notwithstanding that it still had official diplomatic ties with Yugoslavia. Effectively, 
Pius was supporting Paveli¢ and bestowing his papal blessing on the new Roman 
Catholic puppet state of Croatia including its atrocities.° 

This is no surprise considering ‘the extent of the collaboration between the Nazis, 
all the Fascist, and the Vatican.’’ 

After the War, Marshall Tito, himself a Croat, had forbidden mention of the 
Prebilovci massacres, but by 1991 the new freedom allowed the remaining families to 
exhume the pit and bury their dead, and to have a monument built. When the carefully 
and reverently collected bones of the dead were being transported to a burial site, the 
truck passed under a bridge bearing the hastily-daubed sign in Serbo-Croat: ‘Come 
visit us again — God and the Croats’. The monument later fell victim to the Croats 
again, and was damaged during the Bosnian-Herzegovinian civil war that erupted in 
1992. 


' So many UstaSe were assisted by the Holy See to escape justice — refer to Chapter 13. 

2? Wikipedia ‘Prebilovci massacre’ (2016) 

3 http://www.unitypublishing.com/ghosts.html (2009) 

4 David Cesarini. The Final Solution: Origins and Implementation. p185 

> The role of the Catholic Church in Yugoslavia’ holocaust. Source: http://clericalwhispers.blogspot.com 
/2007/07/role-of-catholic-church-in-yugoslavias.html (2008) 

© Tbid. 

7 Gorenflos, Peter, editor of: Deschner, Karlheinz. God and the Fascists: The Vatican Alliance with Mussolini, 
Franco, Hitler, and Pavelic. p12 

8 ‘The Balkan Conflict: The Psychological Strategy Aspects’. Defense & Foreign Affairs Strategic Policy. Vol 
XX. No 12. 1992. pp4-9 

° Wikipedia ‘Prebilovci massacre’ (2016) 
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The Bernic Massacre 


‘As in Glina, in Beric also the Serbian church was used as a jail and 
slaughterhouse for Serbian men and women.”! 


The Urije Massacre 


This massacre in western Bosnia was carried out by the troop of Colonel Jure 
Francetié, the commander of the Black Legion. Archbishop Sari¢? was a most 
intimate friend of Franceti¢é.* 

Milovan Dilas, a partisan, passed by the site of the massacre the next day. He 
recorded what he saw in the fields near the village: 


Suddenly lying in the middle of the path were 10 to 20 bodies ... I believe there 
were only two men of middle age. All the rest were women, girls, boys, and little 
children ... The baby lay among the corpses. But the head was completely smashed, 
no top on the skull and not a drop of blood in the empty skull. The brain — was it 
from this baby? — lay like a thick mush next to the head. ... A tiny, horrified child’s 
face without a skull ... it was a girl ... 


The other bodies were mutilated, too. The face of a ten-year-old child was covered 
with stab wounds on its forehead and cheeks. A boy, who also had an empty skull 
like the girl, lay in the bushes ... bones jutted out of his forehead ... 


I went on ... A mountain of bodies, men, women, and children, arms, legs, and 
heads ... The bodies all lay at the edge of the path and at the stone walls, as if a 
storm had piled them up ... 


A little shop with stone walls, whitewashed and full of blood, and there in the 
semi-darkness a heap of tattered bodies with broken limbs, thin arms and wounds 
as big as the palm of your hand ... 


I entered the house. The seventy-year-old man was fumbling among jumbled 
things and broken dishes. In the room lay his two dead sons. The old farmer lady 
lay cowering and dead next to an empty trunk. The younger, blond son lay in the 
middle of the room; everywhere were parts of his brain ... 


There were no survivors to bury the dead ... 


Indeed, in my head and in my heart was only the one thought, which surely 
everyone had: Life in this world is not worth living as long as there are people who 
commit such atrocities ... + 


' Hory, Ladislaus & Martin Broszat. Der Kroatische Ustascha-Staat, 1941-1945. p94. Source: Kostié, Lazo M. 
The Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p134 

2 Archbishop Sari¢ — ‘the Hangman of the Serbs’. 

3 The Roman Church and the Ustashi Regime 

4 Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during 
World War II. pp172-75 
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Destruction of Serbian Orthodox Buildings 


In no part of occupied Europe during World War II were more churches and 
monasteries destroyed than in the Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia. There, 
approximately 450 Serbian Orthodox churches and iconostases' were demolished.” 

In June 1941, the UstaSa created an ‘Office of Religious Affairs’ to handle the 
conversion of Serbs to Catholicism. On 18 July, the government decreed that the 
Serbian Orthodox religion had ceased to exist. By early September, the government 
ordained the expropriation of all Orthodox Church property.*4 

Priest Nenad Gavrilovic was assigned by Bishop Janko Simrak to take possession 
of Serbian Orthodox churches and monasteries in order to turn them over to the 
bishop’s residence in Krizevci.° 

Under the leadership of priest Ante Alaupovic, the property of the Serbian Cultural 
Society ‘Prosveta’ in Sarajevo was pillaged and destroyed. 

Fra Dionizije Andrasec personally went to Serbian churches, pillaging them, then 
setting them on fire.® 

Documents requesting and authorising the transfers of Orthodox churches to 
Roman Catholic parishes and convents were collected in the state prosecutor’s office at 
Zagreb and Sarajevo, and bear the signature of Archbishop Stepinac.’ 

Dr Antun AkSamovic, Catholic Bishop of Dakovo, appropriated Orthodox 
churches in his jurisdictional area. He also ordered the destruction of many other 
Orthodox churches such as those in Byelo Brdo, Bobota, Borovo Selo, Bra¢éevci, Brod 
na Savi, Brsadin, Budimci, Cepin, Dalj, Depsin, Kapelna, Klokocevik, Kucanci, 
MarkuSica, Martinci Cepinski, Pacetin, Poganovci, Poucje, Tenje, Topolje, Trnjani, and 
Trpinje.® 

Additionally, the Orthodox churches were razed in Krajak, Kastinja, Perjasica, 
Poloj, Stobolic, Trzié, Veljun, and Vojnié.? 

A few examples are here given of Catholic debasement and destruction from one 
diocese — that of Osjek-polje and Baranja:!° 


' Tconostasis — a wall of icons between the sanctuary and the knave in an Eastern Orthodox church. 

2 http:/Awww.serbianna.com/columns/savich/007.shtml (2009) 

3 Lituchy, Barry. What Is The Vatican Hiding? The Vatican's Complicity in Genocide in Fascist Croatia: The 
Suppressed Chapter of Holocaust History. http://www.ccg.org/_domain/holocaustrevealed.org/Church/ 
Vatican Hiding.htm (2009) 

4 Details of the many occurrences of the Church’s world-wide theft of ecclesiastical property from other 
religions and denominations will be covered in a later volume. 

5 http://newsweek.washingtonpost.com/onfaith/2008/1 1/election_of_obama/comments.html (2009) 

© http://knowledgerush.com/kr/encyclopedia/Croat_Catholic_Ustashi_clergy/ (2009) 

7 Boettner, Loraine. Roman Catholicism. Ch 18. Once again, the unblessed nature of Alojzije Stepinac is 
revealed. 

8 From the research of Dr Milan Bulajié and his 4-volume dissertation on the Usta8a crimes of genocide. 
Source: http://www.orthodoxchristianity.net/forum/index.php?topic=3556.70;wap2 (2016) 

° Hory, Ladislaus & Martin Broszat. Der Kroatische Ustascha-Staat, 1941-1945. p94. Source: Kostié, Lazo M. 
The Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p134 

10 hhttp://www.spe.rs/Genocid/Osijecko/osjeckoe.html (2009) 
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Bijelo Brdo — ‘Church of the Translation of the Relics of Saint Nicholas’: converted 
into a Catholic Church, while local Orthodox citizens were forcibly converted 
to Catholicism. Iconostasis removed, woodcarving destroyed at the behest of 
Franciscan Kamilo Kolb. 

Bolman — ‘Church of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul’: as late as March 1945, 
iconostasis, church and art objects, liturgical books and part of the archives were 
set afire. 

Dalj — ‘Church of Saint Demetrius’: church devastated in 1942; all treasures looted, 
roof destroyed, iconostasis burnt in part, icons stolen. Josip Astalos, a Catholic 
priest, was responsible for the destruction. 

Erdut — ‘Church of the Holy Archangel Gabriel’: on Christmas Day 1942 the 
church was demolished by Croats. 

Jasenovac — ‘St John the Baptist Orthodox Church’, built in 1775: destroyed by 
Croatian troops on 15 August 1941.1 

Knezevo — ‘Church of Saint George’ — endowment of King Aleksandar I 
Karadordevic: looted; icons from iconostasis, liturgical objects, church books, 
choir stalls and carpets stolen — all gifts of King Aleksandar. 

Koprivna — ‘Church of the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos’: converted into a 
Catholic church. Iconostasis and liturgical objects stolen. 

Osijek (Lower City) — ‘Church of the Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos’: razed 
to the ground. 


Ostrovo — ‘Church of the Birth of Saint John the Baptist’: devastated. 


Pacetin — ‘Church of the Translation of the Relics of Saint Nicholas’: damaged and 
turned into a Catholic church.” 

Sremski Karlovci — the great Cathedral and the former seat of the Serbian Orthodox 
Patriarchate: plundered and appropriated by the Catholic bishop. 

Tenje — ‘Church of the Translation of the Relics of Saint Nicholas’: church razed to 
foundations. 

Vrdnik-Ravanica — the Monastery, containing the remains of King Lazar, was 
seized. 

Vukovar — ‘Church of the Translation of the Relics of Saint Nicholas’: the church 
was devastated and looted. 


' Lituchy, Barry. What Is The Vatican Hiding? The Vatican's Complicity in Genocide in Fascist Croatia: The 
Suppressed Chapter of Holocaust History 

2 See below. 

3 On 28 June 1389, King Lazar of Serbia fought the invading Ottoman armies at Kosovo Polje in Kosovo in 
defence of Christianity. He was killed after being captured. 
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In the diocese of Dakovo alone, 28 Orthodox churches were converted to Catholic 
churches.! 

In the province of Lika, Banija and Kordum, 172 Orthodox churches were totally 
destroyed in 1941. 

At Fruska Gora, 15 Orthodox monasteries and churches were given to the 
Franciscans. 

175 of the 189 Orthodox churches in the diocese of Gornjo Karlovatka were 
destroyed. Others were desecrated by being turned into slaughterhouses, stables or 
latrines.?* 

It has been recorded that: 


Blessings upon the first national Croatian banner in Bosnia took place in the 
convent of Nazareth before the ‘Sisters of Christ’s precious Blood”* ... near Banja 
Luka. 


The standard-bearer was Fra Viktor Guti¢, who, as UstaSa prefect, a month before, 
had ordered the cruel ‘liquidation’ of Serbian Orthodox Bishop Platon Jovanovic, 
of Banja Luka. 


Perhaps Christ’s blood was cherished by the good sisters of Nazareth but the blood 
of Christians, such as the Serbian Orthodox was worth nothing to them.° 


Overall, one source states that 299 Serbian churches were pillaged and razed.° 
Another reports that one-quarter of all monasteries and churches were completely 
destroyed, about half of the total number were damaged, and an unknown number 
were transformed into Catholic churches or Catholic halls.”* 

In 6 mal Jugoslawien, I mal Albanien (Six Times in Yugoslavia, Once in Albania), 
Klaus Liebe described the tragic fate of the Orthodox monasteries in the district of 
Srem: 


[There] a New Serbia, dedicated to the Serbian ideal, was founded under 
Hapsburg patronage. Countless monasteries came into being ... Some of them still 
function as monasteries, but many others lie in ruins ... The Croatian Ustashi 


' Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifying Religious 
Massacre of the 20th Century. Ch 7. ‘Catholic Friars, Priests, Executioners, Bishops and Murderers’ 

2 Orthodox Life. Vol 33. No 1. (Jan-Feb 1983) pp15-22. Source: http://orthodoxinfo.com/ecumenism/serbian_ 
newmartyrs.aspx (2009) 

3 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican's Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifying Religious 
Massacre of the 20th Century. Ch 7. ‘Catholic Friars, Priests, Executioners, Bishops and Murderers’ 

4 West, Richard. Tito and the Rise and Fall of Yugoslavia. 

> Source: Paris, Edmond. Convert — or die. pp76-80 Quoted in: 
http://archive.serbianunity.net/kosta/ndh/ndh-vaticanAndUStasas.2.html (2009) 

© See: Kostié, Lazo M. The Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p80 

7 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifying Religious 
Massacre of the 20th Century. Ch 7. ‘Catholic Friars, Priests, Executioners, Bishops and Murderers’ 

8 God’s Eighth Commandment states explicitly ‘Thou shalt not steal’. Constantly disregarding this injunction, 
as it does several others, the Roman Catholic Church has a history of stealing and permanently ‘repurposing’ 
pagan, Hindu, Jewish, Protestant, Albigensian, Latin American, and Christian Orthodox places of worship. 
Such occurrences are described in many places in this encyclopaedia, and are summarised in a later volume. 
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movement, which at least was not held back by the Catholic Church in its 
persecution of the Serbs undertaken in the name of the Faith, gave bloody and 
thunderous vent to its fury against the Serbian Orthodox Church here in Srem ... 
Whatever struck them as a symbol of Serbdom was pulverised, whoever refused 
to accept a forced conversion to Catholicism was murdered. After the war, the 
Serbian Church lacked the means to restore the monasteries, while the state 
showed no particular interest in them, ... the greater part of these monasteries has 
fallen into oblivion forever ...! 


Theft and Destruction of Portable Orthodox Property 


All the valuable property within, or associated with Orthodox churches, was kept to 
be shared between the UstaSe and/or the padres. These latter not only accepted such 
gifts, but also transferred to the Catholic Church the property of the Orthodox parishes, 
such as the baptism registers and all other official and semi-official documents. 

Catholic monasteries became gorged with Orthodox valuables and goods. Many of 
these were sent to the Catholic bishops.” 

Werner Brockdorf, in his book Kollaboration oder Widerstand in den Besetzen 
Landern (Collaboration or Resistance in the Occupied Countries), reported how a 
camp officer compelled Serbs to convert to Roman Catholicism. He: 


ordered that the Orthodox church be closed, and shortly thereafter emptied. 
In front of the church, sacred objects such as ikons, manuscripts, liturgical 
books, fabrics, etc., were put on public sale. The only buyer to step up was a 
man from Zagreb who had specialized in the purchase of the Orthodox 
sacred objects and had been conferred a sort of Ustashi monopoly in that 
field. Those objects were then smuggled into Italy and Switzerland, where 
they were sold for precious foreign currency. Even today, if antique shops of 
north-eastern Italy are carefully scanned, Orthodox sacred objects will be 
found there.? 


The Fate of Orthodox Clerics 


As the Serbs were marked for extinction, it was desired that no trace of their 
cultural or religious heritage should remain. The Orthodox clergy were, therefore, 
accorded exceptionally cruel torture. Some 400 Orthodox priests were transported to 
concentration camps, and 700 were killed.** 

Before the formation of the Independent State of Croatia, there were 21 Serbian 
Orthodox bishops in Yugoslavia. With the advent of the Catholic UstaSa: 


' Kostié, Lazo M. The Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p90 

2 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’s Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifving Religious 
Massacre of the 20th Century. p103 

3 Kostié, Lazo M. The Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p62 

4 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’s Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifving Religious 
Massacre of the 20th Century. Ch 7. ‘Catholic Friars, Priests, Executioners, Bishops and Murderers’. 

> Falconi, Carlo. The Silence of Pius XII. p293ff. Source: Lituchy, Barry. What Is The Vatican Hiding? The 
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1 was interned in Italy; 

2 were forcibly removed from their sees and sent to Serbia; 

2 were beaten and sent to Serbia where they died shortly afterwards; 
1 was imprisoned and then sent to Dachau concentration camp; 


2 died in internment camps; and 
5 were murdered.!2 
His Eminence Dositej, the Orthodox Metropolitan of Zagreb, was imprisoned by 
the UstaSe on 2 May 1941. Arnold Robert, Belgian Consul and witness to Dositej’s 
suffering, stated after having seen the greatly disfigured Metropolitan through an 
opening in the door to Cell Number 8: 


This is, by God, savagery what these people are doing. 
According to the testimony of Bozidar Cerovski, UstaSa Chief of Police in Zagreb: 


The Metropolitan was so terribly beaten that he was barely alive when he was put 
on the train for Belgrade. 


The Germans transferred him as a critically ill patient to Belgrade, where he later 
died as a consequence of the physical and mental torture.* 


Serbian Patriarch Gavrilo Dozié was taken prisoner from the Orthodox Monastery 
of Ostrog. He was then sent to a concentration camp. 

Metropolitan of Bosnia, Peter (Zimonjic) — in May 1941, the eighty-year old was 
arrested by an UstaSa cleric. He was taken to Zagreb and later to the infamous 
Jasenovac Concentration Camp, where he perished.> 

Egon Berger, a survivor, described the murder of five Serbian Orthodox priests at 


Jasenovac: 


Five Orthodox priests were led out ... They were ordered to sing hymns ... One of 
them, a man of over eighty, ... was immediately beaten with rifle butts ... One of 
the UstaSe — a child of twelve years old — bent over the old man and took out his 
dagger. In a moment, he had cut off both the priest’s ears. He turned grinning to his 
companions, saying: “I’ll show them at home tomorrow what sort of ears a Vlach® 
priest has!” The UstaSe seized the other four ... Milos set their beards on fire. Then, 
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after such terrible tortures, they killed them.! 


Bishop Sava (Trlajic) of Karlovac — was arrested at his home on 21 May. He was 
taken, together with three priests and thirteen other Orthodox Serbs, in a truck to 
Ogulin. There they were locked in a stable, beaten and tortured, then taken to Gospi¢, 
whence they were sent together with 2000 other Serbs to the island of Pag, where they 
were all killed. 

Platon, Bishop of Banja Luka — on 5 June 1941 he had his beard torn off, a fire was 
lit on his naked chest, after prolonged torture he was killed with a hatchet, his body 
was then thrown into the Vrbanja River. Several Orthodox priests were also killed with 
hatchets. 

Father Babic — on 20 April 1941, in the village of Svinjica, the UstaSe arrested this 
Orthodox priest, and after knifing him all over, buried him alive.’ 

Priest Servac — in Bratunac, he had his eyes gouged out, and was then hung by his 
legs from a tree, where ‘Croatian adolescents used him for target practice ...”° 

Bishop Petar Simonic of Sarajevo, an eighty-year-old, had his throat cut. 

Bishop Platov of Banjaluka, aged eighty one, had his feet shod as if he were a horse, 
and was forced to walk in public until he collapsed. His beard was then torn off, and a 
fire made on his chest.* 

Catholic Canon Ivan Mikan ordered the looting of the Orthodox monastery of 
Gomirje. Its occupants were sent to a concentration camp, where they were all 
executed. 

In 1941, Dr Milo Sekuli¢ was charged with taking certain important documents to 
the Allied Headquarters in London. He was sent by General Mihailovic, leader of the 
Chetnik forces, and the Bishops of the Orthodox Church of Serbia. These included two 
Appeals by the Serbian Orthodox Church to General Dunkelmann, Commander-in- 
Chief of the Nazi occupational forces in Serbia, in which the Serbian Orthodox Church 
asked the Nazi General to intervene with Ante Paveli¢ to stop the massacre of the 
Serbs. The documents (August 1941) began as follows: 


The persecutions of the Orthodox Serbs started from the very beginning of the 
existence of the Independent State of Croatia ... [these] tured into a veritable 
programme, directed at a complete extermination of the Orthodox Serbian people... 


As a result of such policy, thousands of Serbs were taken to concentration camps, 
Orthodox priests and their families were arrested, the birth, marriages and deaths 
registers of the Orthodox Church were handed over to the Catholic diocesan 
authorities, Orthodox Churches were destroyed, monasteries plundered, and the 
Serbian people forced to abandon their Orthodox religion and adopt Catholicism. 
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We are sorry to have to relate that in all these misdeeds, the Catholic clergy also 
participated ... 


Canon Branko Dobosavljevic, of Vljuna district of Slunj, who was ordered by the 
Ustashi to dig the grave of his own son, a student ... In the end he, too, was 
tortured and killed on the same spot. Their killer: Ustashi Ivan Scheifer, a teacher ... 


Dusan Brankovic, a Member of Parliament, had his throat cut on 19th June, 
1941... 


Dr Veljko Torbica, who, before being killed near Gracica had his flesh cut into 
slices and salt put into his wounds ... 


The Metropolitan of Zagreb, Dositej, Bishop Nikolaj of Mostar and Bishop Sava 
Trlajic of Plasko, with many of their priests, were all deported ... Today there are 
no longer any Orthodox priests in Croatia, except for those arrested. To realize the 
seriousness of these measures, it should be remembered that there are eight 
Orthodox Dioceses in the Independent State of Croatia, with a large number of 
clergy, all of whom are now missing ... In this manner the Serbian people are 
entirely without their spiritual leaders, left to the mercy of the Ustashi and of the 
Catholic clergy ...' 


In 1953, the Italian military made some of its archival records available to the 
distinguished daily // Tempo. The paper then published: 


Some episodes which are documented in the Italian archives are of interest as they 
give an idea of the mentality that prevailed ... 


In Veljun, county of Slunj, the ‘Ustashi’ arrested the Serbian priest Branko 
Dobrosavljevic and ordered him to dig a grave for his son, who was a student. 
When he did, they brought the boy and began to whip him in front of his father. 
When he fainted, they cut off his arm, removed the skin from his head, dressed the 
wound to stop the haemorrhaging, beat him again, and finally ended his life by a 
hammer-blow on the head. The father was then forced to chant the Orthodox 
requiem mass for his son, whose name was Stefan Dobrosavljevic. During the 
requiem, the father fainted three times, but he was whipped until he finished. 
Finally, he himself was dispatched by a blow of the hammer. 


Another article in // Tempo records: 


In Naic, Serbian priest Djordje Bokic [Dordje Bogi¢] was murdered in the 
presence of a certain Pejanovic from Brezica, who relates the incident as follows: 


The ‘Ustashi’ strapped Djordje Bokic to a tree. They whipped him until he 
was bloody all over, and they cut off his ears, nose, tongue, afterwards they 
sawed off his chin. They burned his eyes with a candle and when they saw 
that in spite of these tortures the victim was still giving signs of life, they 
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ripped open his chest with a knife and fired a pistol shot into the cavity.! 


Catholic Priest Sidonije Scholz was one of those missionaries ‘not afraid of small 
obstacles’ in the conversion of the Serbs. Peter V Kovacéevi¢, a teacher from Belenice, 
substantiated the above description: 


All evils were endured by the Serbs from the Catholic priests. We accepted the 
Catholic faith under conditions of most frightful terror. In our district [NaSice] the 
thunderer among those priests was Pater Sidonije Scholz. He ordered our local 
[Orthodox] priest, George Bogic, to be killed in a most bestial manner. They took 
him out of his home at night and butchered him — cut off his nose, his tongue, his 
ears and beard; they cut open his belly and wound the intestines around his 
néck.,77 


In Jadovno Concentration Camp, 55 Orthodox priests perished.* 

The martyrdom of these Serbian hierarchs and other clergy, the imprisonment of 
others, as well as the general conditions of the occupation in general, caused the total 
disintegration of Orthodox ecclesiastical administration and open Church life in the 
territories of Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and the Vojvodina from 1941 to 1945.> 


The Treatment of the Orthodox Laity 


It has been said that nearly 750,000 Orthodox Serbian Christians gave their lives in 
the defence and confession of their faith.° 

On | July 1941, Ante Paveli¢ made a solemn statement that there would be no 
more massacres. From then on the slaughters became innumerable.’ 

Mass executions of hundreds of Orthodox laity occurred in Orthodox churches, 
such as at Bernic, Kladusa, Primislje, Slusnica, Veljun, Glina,® and Hrvatska Dubica. 

A Gestapo agent described how the Usta8e had broken into an underground 
Orthodox Church, forced the worshippers to lay face down and speared them with 
bayonets like fish on a trident. ‘If a stop isn’t put to this,’ one German intelligence 
officer wrote, ‘there won’t be a Serb left in this country.’”” 

On 9 September 1953, // Tempo published a report of 21 May 1941 by the 
commander of an Italian ‘Sassari’ Division: 


One cannot relate the horrors perpetrated by the ‘Ustashi’ against Serbian girls. 
There are hundreds of photographs which confirm this, because survivors of the 
attacks (bayonet blows, extractions of tongues and teeth, nails, and nipples — all 
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that was done after they had been raped) were taken by our officers to Italian 
hospitals, where evidence of these acts was assembled.! 


Forced Conversion to Roman Catholicism 


It has been estimated that UstaSe terrorists forced 250,000 Orthodox Serbs to 
convert to Roman Catholicism. This was nothing less than spiritual genocide. 


Father Dionizio Juric, Ante Paveli¢’s confessor, said bluntly: ‘Any Serb who 
refuses to become a Catholic should be condemned to death.’ 

Decrees on conversion were issued, including the Law concerning the conversion 
from one religion to another. On 1 June 1941, Decree No. 11,689 set up an Office of 
Religious Affairs, in charge of ‘all matters pertaining to questions connected with the 
conversion of the Orthodox Church’. These rested upon the tenet of Mile Budak that 
‘the movement of the UstaSa is based upon the Catholic Church’ * 


The Role of the Croatian Catholic Ecclesiastic Hierarchy 


Archbishop Alojzije Viktor Stepinac convened a Bishops’ Conference in Zagreb on 
17 December 1941 in which the programme of forcible conversions was given 
canonical authorisation. From then on, the programme was officially followed until the 
fall of Paveli¢. This programme was further reinforced by the establishment of a 
‘Committee of Three’, consisting of the Bishop of Senj, the Apostolic Administrator, 
Dr Janko Simrak, and Archbishop Stepinac. Its task was to promote the policy of 
forcible conversions in conjunction with the Usta8a Minister of Justice and Religion. 
Some of the clauses of the resultant decree read: 


The Council of Croatian Bishops, at a conference held in Zagreb on the 17th day 
of December, 1941, upon deliberations in regard to the conversion of Serbians of 
Orthodox faith to Roman Catholicism, promulgates the following decree: 


1. Concerning the vital question of the conversion of those of Serbian Orthodox 
faith into Roman Catholicism, the Catholic Ecclesiastical Hierarchy, according 
to divine right and church canons, retains sole and exclusive jurisdiction in 
issuing necessary prescriptions for said purpose, consequently, any action from 
any other but ecclesiastical authority is excluded. 


2. The Catholic Ecclesiastical Hierarchy has the exclusive right to nominate and 
appoint missionaries with the object of converting those of the Serbian 
Orthodox into the Catholic faith. Every missionary shall obtain permission for 
his spiritual work from the nearest local church authority ...4 


Shortly after the Bishops’ Conference, the Apostolic Administrator, Dr Simrak, 
issued a directive that was published in the official Bishopric News of Krizevci, No. 2, 
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1942: Directive regarding the conversion of members of the Eastern Orthodox 
Church in Slavonia, Srijem and Bosnia. 

A second committee was set up with the task of implementing the policy of forcible 
conversions. It comprised the eminent Catholics: 


Dr Franjo Hermann, Professor of the Theological Faculty of Zagreb; 

Dr Augustin Jureti¢, Adviser to the Conference of the Catholic Bishops; 

Dr Janko Kalaj, Professor of Religious Education; 

Dr Krunoslav Draganovié,' Professor of the Theological Faculty of Zagreb; 


Monsignor Nikola Borié, director of the Administration of Alojzije Stepinac’s 
Archbishopric of Zagreb. 


The Role of the Croatian Priests, the Franciscans, and the UstaSe in Forced 
Conversions 


Following the appointment of this second committee, the UstaSa authorities 
organised a special government division for religion to expedite the work of 
rechristening the Serbs. The UstaSa priest Dionizija Juric, a Franciscan and close friend 
of Paveli¢, was appointed to head this ministry, which devised a plan for the systematic 
conversion of those Serbs who had been spared from persecution and massacre. 


Then a veritable race began among some Catholic bishops and priests to see who 
could convert the most Serbs to the Catholic faith and take the most property from 
Serb parishes.” 


Catholic Fathers, Brothers, Friars and Monks, when visiting villages to convert the 
Orthodox population, were always escorted by the heavily armed UstaSe. The 
horrendous, ruthless reputation of the UstaSe often prevailed to persuade the Orthodox 
to adopt the Roman Church. The preachers warned that the alternative was seizure of 
their property, arrest, deportation to concentration camps, or even liquidation. An 
example of how these mass conversions were carried out was given on 25 February 
1942 in Nova Hrvatska: 


The rechristening was carried out in a very solemn manner by the curate of 
Petrinja, the most honourable Mihael Razum. An UstaSe company was present at 
this solemn occasion.? 


In practice, the UstaSe facilitated most of the conversions. Often, after they raided 
an Orthodox village they deported the women and children, either to concentration 
camps or to the nearest convent where the Orthodox were converted by re-christening. 
This was often carried out by the Catholic organisation Caritas.4 This practice was 
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confirmed at a hearing before Yugoslav authorities by Bishop AkSamovic’s chaplain, 
Dr Duka Maric¢: 


I and my friend and colleague, Stjepan Bogutovac, were forced by our Bishop, 
AkSamovic, to go as missionaries to the Orthodox towns of Paucje and Cenkovo 
and to perform there the rituals of re-christening all the inhabitants within a week’s 
time. ! 


Professor of Oriental Studies at the University of Hamburg, Bertold Spuner, gave 
the following description of the Serbian Orthodox Church during World War II: 


The occupation of Yugoslavia had, above all, a portentous effect on the Orthodox 
part of the population of the Independent State of Croat. Besides the confiscation 
of the property of the Orthodox Church, the believers were forced by compulsory 
measures of the Ustashi regime to accept the Catholic faith and were abused in the 
exercise of their rights. 


The author added: ‘Catholicism supported the Croatian state.’ 
Dr Wilhelm Hoettl, the German intelligence chief, wrote ‘A truly murderous hatred 
was aimed at the Serbs and the Jews ...’ He added: 


Already in the Summer of 1941, the horrendous atrocities have assumed unheard 
of proportions. Entire villages, as, for instance, Vojnic, and even whole regions, 
were systemically wiped out or the inhabitants were forced to flee to Serbia. Since, 
following an old tradition, being Croatian was equivalent to confessing the 
Catholic faith and being Serbian followed from the profession of Orthodoxy, they 
now began to convert the Orthodox to Roman Catholicism under duress. 


If the Orthodox refused, their fate included that described by Kurt Zentner in the 
Illustrierte Geschichte des Widerstandes in Deutschland und Europa 1933-1945 
(Illustrated History of the Resistance in Germany and Europe): 


Hundreds of men near Mostar were shackled and then thrown into the rapid 
Neretva, because they refused to cross themselves in the Catholic manner.* 


The effectiveness of this policy of forced coercion was confirmed in Katolicki List, 
whose columns were controlled by Archbishop Stepinac. It stated in its issue No. 38 in 
1941: 


The entire village of Budinci was rechristened to the Catholic faith. A parish of 
over 2300 souls was created in the village. The preparation for the rechristening 
was made by the Franciscan from NaSice, Father Sidonije Scholz,> and other 


principles of dignity, justice, solidarity and stewardship still guide Caritas today.’ http://www.caritas.org/who- 
we-are/ (2016) 
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priests such as the chief curate from Osijek. At a banquet in the public hall many 
significant speeches were made and the Chieftain and Croatia were acclaimed.! 


Ladislaus Hory & Martin Broszat in their book Der Kroatische Ustasha-Staat, 
1941-1945 (The Croatian Ustasa-State, 1941-1945) recorded: 


Far harsher than the stubborn insistence on the purity of the Croatian language was 
the fusion of Croatian-nationalist objectives with the religious tendency of 
Catholic proselytisation. 


The chief of the German security police in Croatia is quoted as writing to his 
superior in Germany on 19 February 1942, as follows: 


The forced conversion of the Orthodox population to Catholicism undertaken by 
the Croats, and the terror which this involves (for the Orthodox are _, which is 
what happens unless they agree to convert), also considerably aggravates the 
situation. 


It should also be noted that by its conversion measures and the use of force, the 
Catholic Church has encouraged Ustashi crimes because it made use of the 
Ustashi in implementing the conversion program. This was all the easier for her 
since the Croat population is fanatically Catholic. It is a fact that those Serbs in 
Croatia who have converted to Catholicism are able to live unmolested. According 
to the memorandum of the Serbian Orthodox Church, already 100,000 Orthodox 
have been forcibly converted to Catholicism. This shows that the tension between 
the Serbs and Croats is caused, and not least of all, by a struggle of the Catholic 
against the Orthodox Church... 


With the ‘regulations on facilitating conversion’, which emanated from Archbishop 
Stepinac’s Zagreb office, the lower Catholic clergy came into their own, and: 


developed a rather bloody missionary activity. Taking the lead in working hand in 
glove with the Ustashi, and imposing upon the Serbian people a repression which 
was designed to lead to mass conversions, was the order of Franciscans.* For 
thousands of the Orthodox, conversion to Catholicism meant salvation from an 
uncertain fate, if not from death itself.> 


On 31 July 1942 Franciscan priest, Ivo Brkan sent a letter to the UstaSa prefect at 
Dervanta, on the subject of the marriage to Croatian men of widowed Serbian women 
whose husbands had been ‘taken away’. Author and journalist Richard West called this 
‘one of the vilest documents ever written’: 


In the surrounding villages there are some 500 to 600 widows ready to marry, 
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young and desirable things who have quickly forgotten those taken away [that is, 
murdered or sent to concentration camps] ... Nature takes its course and now these 
widows would like to marry, naturally with Catholics, for there are no Serbs in the 
neighbourhood. 


This is an opportune moment to inculcate them and their children with the 
Catholic faith and Croatian consciousness in the quickest time and with little 
difficulty for the government and the Church. The government would have to set 
up a school to teach Catholicism and UstaSa Croatianism ... and also authorise the 
Church to explain the factual truth that the deaths occurred because of rebellion, so 
that the widows can now marry with our people. 


This materially prosperous community of perhaps 500 houses, and probably more, 
is ready to change to the Croat and Catholic faith, so that through marriage, which 
most of them want with our people, they can come to our religion ... Our people 
have already got their eyes on that land and the beautiful women but are conscious 
of the difficulty of the state in admitting to the killing of some 900 to 1000 people, 
and for that reason we are asking for instruction of how we may legalise their 
deaths while safeguarding the reputation of the state.! 


Monk Ambrozjie Novak, Guardian of the Capucine Monastery in Varazdin, 
surrounded the village of MoStanica with UstaSe units. He told the villagers: “You 
Serbs are condemned to death, and you can only escape that sentence by accepting 
Catholicism.’? 

In 1942, in the village of Mikleus, a Catholic parish priest converted en masse 
hundreds of peasants. A year previously, mass conversions were effected in Hrvatska 
Dubica. 

Mate Mogus, the parish priest of Udbina, said to the Serbs who were about to be 
forcibly converted: 


We Catholics until now have worked for Catholicism with the cross and with the 
book of the Mass. The day has come, however, to work with the revolver and with 
the gun.’ 


In the village of Budinci, the entire population of 2300 was re-christened to the 
Catholic Faith.4 On 12 July 1942, Franciscan Bozidar Braie delivered a sermon to the 
soon to be converted Orthodox congregation at Zemun. The open air pulpit was 
decorated with a large ‘U’ for UstaSe.° 

Josip Orli¢, the priest in Sunja, a sworn UstaSe, forced the Serbs in his district to 
accept Catholicism by threatening to send them to concentration camps. 

Franjo Pipinic, the parish priest of Pozega, converted thousands of Serbs with the 
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assistance of UstaSe Captain Peranovic. Pipini¢é always began and ended his sermons 
by explaining that conversion was the only way to escape death. The post-War 
Commission for Investigating War Crimes reported how hundreds of cases of such 
Catholic ‘persuasion’ had occurred throughout Croatia. 

Accompanied by the UstaSe, Priest Ambrozije Novak, Guardian of the Capuchin 
Monastery in Varazdin, went to the village of MoStanica and ordered the Serbian 
people to assemble. According to the testimony of many witnesses, he told them ‘you 
Serbs are condemned to death and you can only escape that sentence by accepting 
Catholicism.’! 

Priest Peter Berkovic, a well-known fascist, participated in mass conversions in the 
vicinity of Osijek. His activities are described in the Ustaska Velika Zupa No. 1372, of 
27 April 1942, in connection with his transfer to the ‘Office of Colonisation’: 


His work covers the period from preparation of the members of the Eastern 
Orthodox Church for conversion to Catholicism until they were actually converted, 
and thus in the counties of Vo¢in, Ca¢inci and Ceralije he converted more than 
6000 persons ...” 


Often padres and the UstaSe asked for money as a condition for saving the lives of 
those they converted. For example, the priest of Ogulin, Canon Ivan Mikan, charged 
180 dinars for each forced conversion. In the Orthodox village of Jasenak alone he 
collected 80,000 dinars. 

Ante Duric, priest in DivuSa, became an UstaSa administrator. He participated in 
compulsory conversions. Two Serbian Orthodox priests, namely, the Very Reverend 
Mladen Ostojic, from Zirovac, and the Very Reverend Ilija VranjeSevi¢, from Ljubina, 
gave the following testimony about Duric’s activities: 


Before our escape, all [Serbian] government employees and teachers received an 
order from priest Duric to submit their petitions for conversions to Catholicism or 
to leave their residence and posts. After they applied for conversion they were told 
confidentially to coerce all other Serbs to accept Catholicism or else to move 
wherever they could if they wanted to escape execution. 


In this manner, all heads of families were compelled to come to their local teacher, 
with a 10 dinar tax stamp, to make out a petition for conversion to Catholicism for 
themselves and their families ... 


The Serbs in the District of Dvor na Uni shook with fear at the mention of the 
name of Priest Duric, who imprisoned the Serbs in his stable and barn where he 
tortured them with hunger and whipping until they accepted Catholicism.* 
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Priest Josip Orlic in Sunja compelled the local Serbs to accept Catholicism by 
threatening to send them to concentration camps. A great majority of them converted, 
but, nevertheless, many of those rechristened were carried away to the Jasenovac 
Concentration Camp in May 1942, where practically all of them were killed.' 

In all villages, where Serbs had been converted or ‘rechristened’, the people were 
compelled by the local Catholic priests to send congratulatory telegrams to Archbishop 
Stepinac expressing their profound devotion. Thus, Stepinac, the man who had 
‘respect for man, love towards all’, was informed of every forced mass conversion 
performed in the individual parishes. Many of these telegrams were printed in full in 
Nova Hrvatska and in Stepinac’s own official Diocesan Journal, Katolicki List. As an 
example, Nova Hrvatska, in its issue of 9 April 1942, printed four such telegrams, all 
addressed to Archbishop Stepinac, in which mass conversions in villages were 
reported. One of them ran as follows: 


2300 persons, assembled in Slatinski Drenovac from the villages of Drenovac, 
Pusina, KraSkovi¢, Prekorecan, Miljani and Gjurisic, accepted today the protection 
of the Roman Catholic Church and send their profound greetings to their Head.” 


Most of the Serbs who were coerced into accepting Catholicism, and who survived 
the War, returned to Orthodoxy afterwards. However, during the NDH’s persecutions, 
many Serbian children were taken from their parents or ‘rescued’ from the camps. 
They were taken to be raised as Catholics. Many of them still remain unaccounted for? 

After the War, the United Nations Commission for Investigating War Crimes 
reported that hundreds of cases of persuasion had occurred throughout Croatia.4 


Synopsis 
The official policy of the Roman Catholic State of Croatia was the complete 
obliteration of the Serbian Orthodox Church. 


The Glina Massacre was the murder by the UstaSe of more than two thousand 
Serbs in a single night in August 1941 in the town of Glina. Most of the victims 
were butchered with knives — inside their own Orthodox church. The church 
was later destroyed. 


The Prebilovci Massacre also occurred in August 1941. Almost the entire 
population of women and children of the village of Prebilovci were taken to the 
town of Surmanci, then marched off into the hills where they were killed, either 
by direct slaughter or by being thrown alive into natural pits. 


The government ordained the expropriation of all Orthodox Church property. 


' Forcible Conversion 

2 Ibid. 

3 Orthodox Life. Vol 33. No 1. (Jan-Feb 1983). pp 15-22. Source: http://orthodoxinfo.com/ecumenism/Serbian 
_newmartyrs.aspx (2009) 

4 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifving Religious 
Massacre of the 20th Century. Ch 7. ‘Catholic Friars, Priests, Executioners, Bishops and Murderers’ 
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One-quarter of all Orthodox monasteries and churches were completely 
destroyed by the UstaSe, about half of the total number were damaged, and an 
unknown number were transformed into Catholic churches, Catholic halls. 


All the valuable property within, or associated with Orthodox churches, was 
kept to be shared between the UstaSe and/or the Catholic Padres. Catholic 
monasteries became gorged with Orthodox valuables and goods. Many of 
these were sent to the Catholic Bishops. 


The property of the Orthodox parishes, such as the baptism registers and all 
other official and semi-official documents were transferred to the Catholic 
Church. 


Some 300 Orthodox priests and at least five bishops were murdered. 


The actions of the UstaSe caused the total disintegration of Orthodox 
ecclesiastical administration and open church life from 1941 to 1945. 


Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac convened a Bishops’ Conference in which the 
programme of forcible conversions was given canonical authorisation. 


Stepinac was informed of every mass conversion performed in the individual 
parishes. 


Documents requesting and authorising the transfers of Orthodox churches to 
Catholic parishes and convents were collected in the state prosecutor’s office at 
Zagreb and Sarajevo, and bear the signature of Archbishop Stepinac.! 


It has been said that nearly 750,000 Orthodox Serbian Christians gave their 
lives in the defence and confession of their faith. Another 250,000 were 
coerced to convert to Catholicism. 


The Need to Remember 


Professor Mihailo Markovié emphasised the need to remember the murder of the 
Serbs in the Croatian Genocide: 


The world must not forget that during World War II the fate of Serbs in Croatia 
was very similar to that of the Jews. With little imagination one can guess how a 
Jewish minority in Germany would feel if another pro-Nazi, racist government 
would come to power and begin to make militant anti-Semitic moves. Serbian 
people in Croatia, described by a poet as ‘the remnant of murdered people,’ 
deserve a similar understanding.” 


In Memoriam 


Bishop Nikolaj Velimirovi¢c inscribed into the Serbian Orthodox Church calendar 


'  Boettner, Loraine. Roman Catholicism. Ch 18. Source: http://www.geocities.com/heartland/plains/2594/ 
pavelic.htm (2009) 

2 Markovic, Mihailo. ‘A Preliminary Note on the Historical Background of the Present Yugoslav Crisis’, in: 
Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during 
World War II. pp9-14 
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by his own hand the following notation for the date 31 August (0. S.): 


The 700,000 who suffered for the Orthodox faith at the hands of the Roman 
crusaders and UstaSe during the time of the Second World War. These are the New 
Serbian Martyrs. ! 


Final Summation 


The Latin Church never censured, nor removed from its ranks, the ecclesiastics or 
the laity who encouraged or took part in incitement against, and the genocide of, Roma, 
Jews and Eastern Orthodox Serbs. 

Archbishop Alojzije Viktor Stepinac, who was raised, post War, to the status of 
Cardinal (an ecclesiastical prince) by Pius XII, and was declared ‘Blessed’ by John 
Paul II, was the power behind the forced conversions of Christian Orthodox Serbs to 
Roman Catholicism. 

The Holy See, the unChrist-like organisation behind the destruction of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church and people, retains the eternal censure of those who suffered from its 
bigoted self-interest. 


' On the Serbian Orthodox New Martyrs of the Second World War. http://orthodoxinfo.com/ecumenism/ 


serbian_newmartyrs.aspx (2009) 


4 — The Barbarities 


It is difficult to believe that atrocities of such magnitude and of such a 
bestial nature could have happened in an allegedly civilised, so called 
Christian, country. Edmond Paris! 


In the Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia (NDH), Orthodox Serbs, 
Roma, Jews, and ethnic Croats and Muslims who were politically and religiously 
different from the regime, were marked for extinction. 

The process of extermination was later judged at Nuremberg to have amounted to 
genocide.? This Croatian Holocaust was ‘one of the most horrendous, as well as most 
forgotten, of twentieth-century genocides.” 

This chapter catalogues the orgy of primitive, cruel and barbaric practices of the 
UstaSe against their victims. Significantly, a reliable commander of German SS troops 
recorded that the Usta8e ‘butchered in the Balkan fashion.’® 

The Catholic UstaSa regime was arguably the most murderous in relation to its size 
in the whole of occupied Europe.’ The Encyclopedia of the Holocaust records that, 
per capita, Croatia produced more soldiers than Nazi Germany.® Ernst Nolte, a noted 
German historian and philosopher, who was raised in a Catholic family, recorded that 
‘Croatia became during the war a giant slaughterhouse.” Hermann Naubacher, 
Hitler’s personal assistant for South-East Europe and Balkan affairs, wrote in his book 
Sonderaufirag Stidosten 1940-1945. Bericht eines fliegenden Diplomaten (Special 
South-East Mission 1940-1945. Report of a flying Diplomat): 


The Orthodox recipe of Ante Paveli¢, UstaSa leader and Croatian Fihrer, reminds 
one of the religious wars in the bloodiest aspects ...!° 


The Encyclopedia of the Holocaust also records that the UstaSa regime, and 
particularly its drive to exterminate and dispossess the Serbs, was one of the most 
horrendous episodes of the Second World War.'! 

Many photographs of the worst members of the Usta8a, of the implements of 


' Paris, Edmond. Genocide in Satellite Croatia 1941- 1945: A Record of Religious Persecutions and 
Massacres. ‘Introduction’ 

2 See, for example: Noel, Gerard. Pius XI: The Hound of Hitler. p120 

3 Singleton, Fred. A Short History of the Yugoslav People. p177 

4 Refer to Chapter 15, ‘Apologetics, Denial and Propaganda’. 

> Johnstone, Diana. Fools’ Crusade: Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions. p147 

® Kosti¢é, Lazo M. The Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p33 

1 Wikipedia ‘Ante Pavelid’ (2016) 

8 Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, Vol 2. p739. Source: Mitchell, Ruth. The Serbs choose war. pp264-65. 
Source: http://www.srpska-mreza.com/History/ww2/book/Mitchell.html (2008) 

° Lituchy, Barry. What Is The Vatican Hiding? The Vatican's Complicity in Genocide in Fascist Croatia: The 
Suppressed Chapter of Holocaust History 

10 Naubacher, Hermann. Sonderaufirag Stidosten 1940-1945. Bericht eines fliegenden Diplomaten. p31. 

Source: http://www.srpska-mreza.com/library/facts/ustashi.html (2009) 
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torture and death, and of the mutilated and dead bodies are revealed at websites such as: 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (http://www.ushmm.org/research/ 


collections/) 


Holocaust Education & Archive Research Team (http://www.holocaustresearch 


project.org/toc.html) 


Jasenovac Memorial Site (http://www.jusp-jasenovac.hr/Default.aspx? =6468) 


Jasenovac Research Institute (http://www.jasenovac.org/whatwasjasenovac.php) 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jasenovac_concentration_camp 


http://www.srpska-mreza.com/History/ww2/gallery.html 
http://lastochka-fromrussiawithlove.blogspot.com.au/2008/1 1 /atrocities-of- 


croatian-fascists-ustase. html 


The Homicidal UstaSe 


Persons of a sensitive nature may choose not to read about the horrendous practices 
that follow in this chapter. As a guide, a list of these is provided: 


Table 1. A Sample of the Methods and Instruments of Torture and Murder used by 


the UstaSe 
Beheading Hanging 
Bombing Hatchets 
Burying alive Head splitting 
Child butchery Hoes 
Crucifying Impaling 
Dismembering Incineration 
Drowning Infection with typhus 
Eaten by dogs Iron Bars 
Foetal excision Knifing 
Gassing Multiple mutilations 
Gouging out eyes — Plucking out hearts 
Hacking alive Poisoning 
Hand grenades Sexual mutilation 


Shooting 

Skull crushing 

(Soap — bodies made into) 
Starvation 

Tearing off beards 

Tearing out tongues 

The “Granik’ 

Throat cutting 

Throwing alive into ravines, pits 
Torturing before execution 
Trampling 

Trucks, dragging behind 
Whipping 


Most of the UstaSe were Catholics. However a report stated: ‘The behavior of the 
[Bosnian] Muslims was traditionally treacherous. As always, they were in the camp of 
those who were momentarily in power. More than ninety-five percent of Muslims 
joined the Ustashi and participated very actively in the massacre of the Serbs, as, for 


instance, in the city of Mostar ...’! 


' Morse, Chuck. The Nazi Connection to Islamic Terrorism: Adolf Hitler and Haj Amin Al-Husseini. p77 
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Upon joining the UstaSa, a person had to go through an initiation. This required 
swearing an UstaSa Oath (UstaSka prisega) promising total devotion: 


I swear before God and all that I hold sacred that I will observe the laws of this 
society and will execute without condition all that I am ordered to do by the 
Poglavnik. 


I will scrupulously preserve all secrets entrusted to me, and I will betray nothing, 
no matter what it might be. 


I swear to fight in the UstaSa army for a free, independent Croat state under the 
absolute control of the Poglavnik. Failing in my oath, I shall accept death as the 
penalty. God help Me, Amen.! 


The UstaSa ‘Handbook’ proclaimed: 


Our oath is taken before a Crucifix flanked by candles, with a dagger, hand 
grenade, and pistol next to them.” 


The UstaSa regime was the most murderous in the whole of occupied Europe.’ 
Nonetheless, Jonathan Steinberg, Professor of Moder European History, 
unequivocally declared that the omission of Croatia from conventional holocaust 
studies is ona par with a book whose first chapter has been removed.* 

Steinberg has also pointed out that the UstaSa pioneered the methods of genocidal 
terror and extermination that were only later perfected by the Nazi SS 
Einsatzgruppen.° 


Serbian and Jewish men, women and children were literally hacked to death. 
Whole villages were razed to the ground and the people driven into barns to which 
the Ustashi set fire. There is in Italian Foreign Ministry archive a collection of 
photographs of the butcher knives, hooks, and axes used to chop up Serbian 
victims. There are photographs of Serb women with breasts hacked off by pocket 
knives, men with eyes gouged out, emasculated and mutilated.° 


Austrian diplomat Hermann Neubacher recorded that the Croatian Holocaust was a: 


crusade of revenge and destruction directed against the Orthodox Serbs ... a 
crusade that belongs among the most brutal mass murder undertakings in the 
entire history of the world ...” 


The Nazi Wehrmacht units attached to the UstaSa military were so impressed by 
the UstaSa’s methods for carrying out this brutal mass murder that they established a 


' http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Senate/1970/Oath.html (2009) 

2 Source: Kosti¢, Lazo M. The Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p236 

3 Wikipedia ‘Ante Pavelié’ (2016) 

4 http:/;www.balkanforum.info/f9/kroatien-erinnert-ende-kz-jasenovac-2909/index6.html (2009) 

5 Steinberg, Jonathan. The Roman Catholic Church and Genocide in Croatia, 1941-1945 

© Quoted in: Cymet, David. History vs. Apologetics: The Holocaust, the Third Reich, and the Catholic 
Church. p336 

7 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifying Religious 
Massacre of the 20th Century. Ch 5. ‘The triumph of terrorism’. p3 
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commission to study the killings at Bjelovar. It exhumed the headless bodies and 
mutilated corpses, took photographs and produced a report that was published under 
the title Ustachenwerk bei Bjelovar (What the Ustase did at Bjelovar).!* 
A British emissary to the Yugoslav guerrillas, Sir Fitzroy MacLean, described the 
UstaSe’s expeditions: 
Bands of Ustashi roamed the countryside with knives, bludgeons and machine 
guns, slaughtering Serbian and Jewish men, women and little children ... torturing, 
raping, burning, drowning and killing. Killing became a cult, an obsession. The 
Ustashi vied to outdo each other, boasting of the number of victims and of their 
own particular methods of dispatching them. Some Ustashi collected the eyes of 
Serbs they killed sending them to the Poglavnik for his inspection or proudly 
displaying them and other organs in the cafés of Zagreb. 


Not only Italians and Germans were witness to the UstaSe’s bestiality. A 
newspaperwoman, Ruth Mitchell,4 was in Dubrovnik during April 1941 when 
Yugoslavia fell to the Nazi occupation and the UstaSa declared independence. She 
wrote a book The Serbs choose war in which she stated that she received news that 
told of an increasing incidence of murders, of unquotable atrocities, and of massacres 
of defenceless Serbs by berserk Croatians and by Muslims in Bosnian Croatia. The 
tales that she heard proved to be true — men arrived in Dubrovnik, selling strings of 
Serbian tongues and bowls of Serbian eyes.° 

Ms Mitchell summarised the Croatian Genocide: more than 600,000 defenceless 
Serbs (men, women, and small children), long resident in Croatia, died in unbelievable 
circumstances and another 500,000 were driven from their homes, destitute and dying 
of starvation by the wayside.° 

In the Foreword to Dr Lazo M. Kostic’s meticulously researched book, The 
Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’: an account based on German, Italian 
and the other sources, Dr Djuro M Radojevich concluded from the written historical 
evidence that the Croats committed acts of bestiality unrecorded in recent history. He 
found that they thus carried an indelible stigma of shame.’ 

In mid-June 1947, the British Foreign Office, from the evidence that it had 
received, stated unequivocally that the UstaSa regime was one ‘which flouted 
humanitarian principles and which condoned atrocities unsurpassed in any period 


' Steinberg, Jonathan. All or Nothing: The Axis and the Holocaust, 1941-1943. p57 

2 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifying Religious 
Massacre of the 20th Century 

3 Quoted in: Cymet, David. History vs. Apologetics: The Holocaust, the Third Reich, and the Catholic Church. 
p336 

4 Ruth Mitchell was a sister of General ‘Billy’ Mitchell — the father of the US Air Force. 

> Mitchell, Ruth. The Serbs choose war. p148 
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of human history.’! 
These atrocities have also been recorded in literature and poetry, including: 


Ivan Goran Kovati¢’s Jama (The Pit), among the greatest Croatian poems ever 
written — UstaSe tied Serbs with barbed wire and dropped them into pits. 


Mladen Oljaca’s Kozara, named after the uprising ‘Battle of Kozara’ in 1942, 
when tens of thousands of civilians were executed on the spot or sent to UstaSa 
death camps. 


The chapter ‘Basket of oysters’ in Curzio Malaparte’s fictional book Kaputt, 
was inspired by the widespread practice of the UstaSe of gouging out the eyes 
of Serbs and selling them. 


It has been stated that the only epitaph that hangs over the UstaSa regime is the 
verdict of ‘guilty’ .* 

It has also been justifiably emphasised that these facts should be known by all 
peoples, to warn them of the danger that racialism, sectarianism, and religious fervour 
and intolerance can force on any contemporary nation.* 


The Atrocities — Introduction 


Professor Steinberg recorded that ‘the repression and terrorism of the Ustasha 
regime’ were ‘without parallel in the history of southeastern Europe.’> The UstaSe 
performed incredibly brutal crimes. They murdered their victims with an atavistic 
passion, and seemed to lust after barbarism in a personal response to Paveli¢’s ‘call to 
blood’. The Encyclopedia of the Holocaust records: ‘the tortures and the 
assassinations by the UstaSe were extraordinarily primitive and sadistic.’’ 

This barbarity aroused even the Nazis. During the night of 31 July — 1 August 1941, 
the UstaSe massacred 1400 people in the town of Prijedor. The Nazis were so horrified 
that they occupied the town and forced the UstaSe to leave.* 

Austrian General Edmund Glaise von Horstenau, a Nazi Plenipotentiary in Croatia, 
reported that ‘according to reliable reports from countless German military and civil 
observers during the last few weeks the UstaSe have gone raging mad’. Serbian and 
Jewish men, women and children were literally hacked to death. Whole villages were 
razed to the ground and the people driven into barns to which the Usta8e set fire. 


Goiii, Uki. The Real ODESSA: How Peron Brought the Nazi War Criminals to Argentina. p336 
Gouging out eyes — historically, a not uncommon practice of Roman Catholics, from the popes down. 
Lampe, John R. Yugoslavia a History: Twice There was a Country. p207 
Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican's Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifving Religious 
Massacre of the 20th Century. ‘Preface to the American Editions’ p vii 
5 Source: Phayer, Michael. The Catholic Church and the Holocaust, 1930-1965. p38 
© See, for example: Blum, Howard. Wanted : The Search for Nazis in America. Source: http://www. 
jasenovac-info.com/cd/biblioteka/Paveli¢papers/artukovic/aa0006.html (2008) 
7 Encyclopedia of the Holocaust. Vol 1. p323 
8 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifying Religious 
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One of von Horstenau’s reports stated: 


At Crkveni Bok, an unhappy place where, under the leadership of an UstaSe 
lieutenant-colonel, some 500 country folk from 15 to 20 years had met their end, 
all murdered, the women raped then tortured, the children killed. I saw in the River 
Sava a woman’s corpse with the eyes gouged out and a stick shoved into the 
sexual parts. The woman was at most 20 years old when she fell into the hands of 
these monsters. Anywhere in a comer, the pigs are gorging themselves on an 
unburied human being. All the houses were looted. The ‘lucky’ inhabitants were 
consigned to one of the fearsome boxcar trains; many of these involuntary 
‘passengers’ cut their veins on the journey.! 


The Croat Revolution was by far the bloodiest and most awful among all I have 
seen first-hand or from afar in Europe since 1917. Croat Ustase had done more 
evil in a day than the Serbian regime had done in twenty years. 


Horstenau’s reports were confirmed by Nazi Field Marshal Wilhelm List.’ Later, 
talking to von Horstenau, Marshal Keitel, chief of staff of the Nazi Supreme Command, 
referred to ‘the shabby Croatian state.’> In the 1980s, von Horstenau published his Ein 
General im Zwielicht: Die Erinnerungen Edmund Glaises von Horstenau (The 
Memoirs of Edmund Glaise von Horstenau: A General in the Twilight). It documents 
the NDH’s genocidal campaign against non-Croats and the General’s rising dislike of 
Catholic Paveli¢’s regime. 

A report from the Geheime Staatspolizei to Reichsftihrer SS Heinrich Himmler, 
dated 17 February 1942, stated that: 


Increased activity of the bands [of rebels] is chiefly due to atrocities carried out by 
UstaSe units in Croatia against the Orthodox population. The UstaSe committed 
their deeds in a bestial manner not only against males of conscript age, but 
especially against helpless old people, women and children. The number of the 
Orthodox that the Croats have massacred and sadistically tortured to death is about 
three hundred thousand.* 


Whereas part of the horror of the Nazi genocide lay in its dispassionate application 
of the principles of mass production and efficiency to the business of murder, the 
UstaSa genocide was far more primitive. It was characterised by a sadistic personal 
enjoyment of torture. The researcher and writer Dr Karlheinz Deschner summarised 
the horror: 


Mass executions were common where the victims had their throats slit, were 
sometimes quartered, and also now and then hung in butcher shops with the sign: 
‘human flesh.’ 


http://tripatlas.com/Independent_State_of Croatia (2009) 

Wikipedia ‘Usta8e’ (2008) 
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He continued: 


Cruelties occurred along side of which the deeds of the German thugs of the KZ! 
paled by comparison. The Ustashe loved games of torture with nightly orgies; they 
stuck burning nails under fingernails, poured salt into open wounds, cut off all 
possible body parts and determined by noble competition who was best at cutting 
throats. They burned churches full of people, impaled children in Vlasenika and 
Kladany, preferred to cut off noses and ears and poked out eyes.” 


The Germans stated that the Croatians displayed such barbarity also during the 
Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648),> and that is why there has been a saying in Germany 
ever since: 


God save us from plague, hunger and Croats.* 


The UstaSe competed over how many victims they could kill. To impress the 
Poglavnik and to be singled out for heroism, the bands would pose with their victims 
before cameras. In all of these, the UstaSe are smiling and crowding themselves into 
the picture, so as to be associated with the atrocity. Some UstaSe collected and 
displayed the eyes and other organs of Serbs they had killed, and sent them to Pavelic¢ 
or proudly displayed them in the cafés of Zagreb.° 

An example of Usta&a barbarity may be gauged by the case of one Sudar from Lika, 
who claimed that he had killed personally the greatest number of Serbs by his own 
hand. ‘With pride he bragged that he had shipped gouged Serbian eyes to the UstaSa 
headquarters in Zagreb, to prove his bloody activity, because the compensation 
rewards and leaves depended on the number of murders committed.”° 

One of the defensive arguments used by Croat spokesmen was that the Germans 
and the Italians encouraged them to exterminate the Serbs and Jews. However, 
historical evidence reveals that these two nations were condemning the Croatian 
crimes throughout the War.’ 

Paveli¢’s special militia carried out ‘punitive expeditions’ against whole districts — 
Bosanska Krajina, Lika, Kordun, Banija, Gorski Kotar, Srem (Srijem), and regions of 
Slavonia, were completely laid waste. Small towns, such as Vojni¢, Slunj, Korenica, 
Udbina, and Vrginmost were totally destroyed. Wholesale massacres occurred in 


' KZ — the abbreviation of the German word Konzentrationslager, which is a literal translation of the English 
term ‘concentration camp’. 

2 Deschner, Karlheinz. Mit Gott und dem Fiihrer: Die Politik der Péipste zur Zeit des Nationalsozialismus. 
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7 Radojevich, Djuro M. ‘Foreword’, in: Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. 
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places such as Rakov Potok, Maksimir, the Vojnovic plateau at Bjelovar, the Osijek 
town park, and Jadovno in Lika.! 

Ruth Mitchell, in her book The Serbs choose war, pointed out that less than a 
quarter of a century earlier the Serbs had delivered the Croats from what they then 
called their ‘oppressor’, Austria. The Croats had then received their ‘dear deliverers,’ 
their ‘dear brother-Slavs’, with impassioned acclamation and expressions of ‘undying 
gratitude and love.” 


The Barbaric Atrocities — A Catalogue of Methods and Implements 


Beheading 
The UstaSe sometimes severed the head ofa living victim with an axe. 


Bombs 


The UstaSe used bombs, for example, to kill children whom they had thrown alive 

into ditches in Donja Gradina.* 
Burying Alive 

On 20 April 1941, in the village of Svinjica, the UstaSe arrested the Orthodox priest 
Father Babic, and after knifing him all over, buried him alive.> On 28 April, UstaSe 
troopers arrested 250 Orthodox residents from several villages, led them to a field, 
ordered them to dig their own graves, tied their hands behind their backs, then pushed 
them alive into their graves.° 


Crucifixion 


Luka Avramovitch, a former Member of Parliament, and his son were both 
crucified and then burned in their own home in Mliniste, in the district of Glamoc.” 


Dismemberment 


Bozo Svare recorded in his ‘The Testimony of a Survivor of Jadovno and 
Jasenovac’, how at Jasenovac the UstaSe brought children outside from the prison. 
Then he saw the UstaSe ‘grab small children and whirl them in the air above their head 


' Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifying Religious 
Massacre of the 20th Century. Ch 5. “The triumph of terrorism’ 
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so fast until they ripped their arms off,’ with the UstaSe left holding only the arm. Other 
UstaSe would try and ‘catch the flying bodies of the children on their bayonets.’! 


Dragging behind Trucks 


Beards of men were pulled off together with the skin; men were dragged 
along the road tied to trucks ...? 


Foetal Excision and Child Butchery 


A survivor of Jasenovac, describing the torture that was practised in the camp, 
related how Ljubomir Milo§, an UstaSe: 


preferred young children of two or three years of age or pregnant women as 
victims. He would throw children or the fetuses of pregnant women (after cutting 
them out of the woman’s body) into the air and catch them on the point of his 
knife.34 


There was then no Catholic Pro Life concern for the survival of the foetuses. They 
were expendable, because they were not Catholic. 


Gassing 
Details are given in Chapter 5 relating to Camp V at Stara Gradi8ka. 


Gouging out Eyes and Tearing out Tongues 


The UstaSe often broke their victims’ legs, pulled off their skin and beards, and 
blinded them with knives and frequently tore the eyes from their sockets. Nikola 
Paveli¢, a Croatian Diplomat, on his arrival at Rio de Janeiro, issued this testimony: 


When the civilised world finds out about it, revulsion and indignation will be such 
that I do not know what will happen to us Croats. Just one detail: In the streets of 
Croatian cities the gouged-out eyes of Serbs are collected and offered for sale 30- 
40 eyes at a time.> 


In Dubrovnik, fascist soldiers had photographs of an UstaSe wearing two necklaces. 
One was a string of cut-out eyes, the other of torn-out tongues from murdered 
Orthodox Serbs.° 


! Svarc, Bozo. ‘The Testimony of a Survivor of Jadovno and Jasenovac’. In: Jasenovac and the Holocaust: 
Analyses and Survivor Testimonies. p141 

2 Martyrdom of the Serbs: Persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox Church and Massacre of the Serbian People. 
p70 

3 Delibasié, Savo. ‘Varieties of Psychopathological Behavior among the Ustashe at Jasenovac’, in: Jasenovac 
and the Holocaust: Analyses and Survivor Testimonies. p236 

4 Certainly not conforming to the current Catholic ‘Pro Life’ cult: 

“Human life is sacred because from its beginning it involves the creative action of God and it remains forever 
in a special relationship with the Creator, Who is its sole end. God alone is the Lord of life from its beginning 
until its end: no one can under any circumstance claim for himself the right directly to destroy an innocent 
human being.” (Donum Vitae, 5). Emphasis added. 

5 http://www.orthodoxchristianity.net/forum/index.php?topic=3556.0;all (2009) 

® Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifving Religious 
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Hacking Alive 


One particular recipient of this treatment was the Orthodox Serb IIlija Vranjes, who, 
in July 1941, was arrested by a detachment of UstaSe, which immediately tortured him 
to death by hacking him to pieces while still alive. His nephew, Djuro Vranjesh, had to 
use a blanket in which to collect the chopped members of the body.! 


Hand Grenades and Dogs 


At the Saran pit, in some cases, inmates were thrown into the ravine, then hand 
grenades were hurtled inside in order to kill off the victims. ‘Dogs would also be 
thrown in to feed on the wounded and the dead.’** 

Hanging 

Individual and mass hangings were a regular feature of Usta8a terrorism — 
particularly during the last years of the regime. In the book Martyrdom of the Serbs: 
Persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox Church and Massacre of the Serbian People, 
there are no less than six photos of the hangings of Serbs in various places. 

The very high incidence of hangings in the See of Sarajevo led to Ivan Sarié, 
Catholic Archbishop of Sarajevo, becoming known as ‘the Hangman of the Serbs’, or 


alternatively as ‘the Hangman of Sarajevo’.*° 


Hatchets 


The UstaSe used small carpenter’s hatchets for their slaughtering, especially in 
mass killings of women and children.® 


Head Splitting 
There is a description of the barbaric murder of a baby at the mother’s breast in 


Cadik I Danon’s book The smell of Human Flesh: A Witness of the Holocaust — 
Memories of Jasenovac: 


The UstaSes were rough in separating the children from their parents. The screams 
of mothers and cries of children were heard ... on the sadists’ faces pleasure was 
visible. The UstaSe who had torn off the boy from his mother, approached her 
again intending to take away her suckling baby. The fury, fear and the decidedness 
not to give up her child, whom she pressed even tighter to her breast were seen on 
the mother’s face. The UstaSe grabbed the child with both hands and was trying to 
take him away ... Seeing what was happening another UstaSe approached the 


' Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’s Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifving Religious 

Massacre of the 20th Century. p47 
Wikipedia ‘Jadovno concentration camp’ (2016) 

3 See also: Martyrdom of the Serbs: Persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox Church and Massacre of the 
Serbian People. p165 

4 Wikipedia ‘Ivan Sarié (archbishop)’ (2016) 

> http://www.usnews.com/usnews/news/articles/980330/archive_003555_2.htm (2014) 

© Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during 
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woman from the back and with a strong stroke of the butt [of his rifle] he sent her 
into the mud. She fell in a prone position, over the baby, to the ground. The 
Usta8e ... collected himself ... he furiously wanted to grab the child again; she was 
holding him tight on her chest and would not let him go. Mad, he hit the woman 
with his hilt into the stomach and with a sudden jerk he grabbed her child. 
Helpless and stunned, the woman was lying on the ground. The UstaSe began 
cursing: 
Cursed be your Serbian mother, we shall kill all of you! ... 


The baby in his hands was crying, and cursing he took off its diapers, grabbed it by 
his small legs and started revolving it in a circle. He tuned it faster and faster and 
suddenly threw it on the ground at the head of his mother. The baby’s head 
cracked like a ripe melon, its blood and brain spilling over the mother’s maddened 
face. The desperate cry of the poor woman resounded and she then lost 
consciousness. I saw that she was taken by the legs and pulled to the side.! 


Hoes 


Striking the head with a hoe was a favourite technique of the UstaSe. The infamous 
Franciscan Miroslav Filipovic killed small children and sick people with this 
instrument. 


Impaling 
In the villages between Vlasenica and Kladanj the Nazi occupying troops 


discovered children impaled upon stakes by the UstaSe? ‘resembling insects stuck 
upon pins.” 


Incineration 


For centuries, incineration of the living was a favoured method of extermination by 
and for the mediaeval Catholic Church. The same practice, in various forms, was 
adopted by the UstaSe. 

Often the UstaSe shut a whole Orthodox congregation inside their church and then 
set fire to it.t As, for instance, during the infamous Glina Massacre.>° 

In Jasenovac Concentration Camp III victims were thrown alive into the ‘Ciglana’. 
Borislav Seva, a survivor of the Camp related: 


They threw Rade Zrnic into the brick factory fires alive. 


Those nine [sick ones] were taken farther away. I see that two of the Ustashas are 


' Danon, Cadik I, ‘Braco’. The Smell of Human Flesh: A Witness of the Holocaust — Memories of Jasenovac 

2 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’s Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifving Religious 
Massacre of the 20th Century. p77 

3 See: Dokamenti o Protunarodnom Radu i Zlocinima Jednog, Dijela Katolickog Klera, Zagreb. Source: 
Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican s Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifying Religious 
Massacre of the 20th Century. Ch 5. “The triumph of terrorism’ 

4 Manhattan, Avro. Ibid. p53 

5 http://www.srpska-mreza.com/History/ww2/survivors.html#Jasenovac (2008) 
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leading them. We are just standing and watching. The officers are here, too. They 
took them to the Brick Factory. The ovens were about 50 metres away. They took 
them there. They opened the doors to the oven, took them by the arms and legs 
and threw them into the oven — nine of them. Those two were not the only ones 
throwing. There were more of them who were throwing. ! 


Another survivor of Jasenovac, Cadik I Danon ‘Braco’, in his book The Smell of 
Human Flesh: A Witness of the Holocaust — Memories of Jasenovac, gave a 
description of one method used by the UstaSe as related to him by one Mordo- 
Mordehaj, who briefly escaped incineration: 


Yesterday they caught me in the camp circle and took me to the brick plant. There 
were a lot of exhausted people there like me. When night fell, we were taken into a 
room above the lighted furnace. Then they would push a man with long sticks into 
the flaming opening. They went on throwing one man after another into the 
furnace. 


‘Braco’ related that a few days later: 


Even the day after we expected him to come, but he never appeared again. We 
knew that he finished his life in the brick plant’s furnace, since the following 
nights the desperate cries were heard with the smell of the roasted human flesh. 


He concluded that chapter: 


For a long time after the war I could not imagine eating grilled meat, because it 
always reminded me of the horrible time spent in the Jasenovac Usta8a camp.” 


Infection with Typhus 


In March 1942, the inmates of Dakovo Camp were deliberately infected with 
typhus, causing 567 to die. + 


Tron Bars 


In Donja Gradina Camp, the UstaSe used iron bars to smash the skulls of children 
and women.> 


Knives 


The UstaSe carried knives as stabbing weapons in the manner of Mussolini’s 
fascists. A Croatian, Dr Theodore Lukac, Director of the District Hospital of Mostar, 
stated: 


' Lukajié, Lazar. Fratri i Ustase kolju (Friars and Ustases are Slaughtering) 

2 Danon, Cadik I, ‘Braco’. The Smell of Human Flesh: A Witness of the Holocaust — Memories of Jasenovac 

3 See also the methods used in the Jasenovac Concentration Camp, below, and the later chapter on post-war 
events in Croatia/Yugoslavia. 

4 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican's Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifving Religious 
Massacre of the 20th Century. Ch 7. ‘Catholic Friars, Priests, Executioners, Bishops and Murderers’ 
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From June 24th to the 28th over 100,000 Serbs were murdered in Bosnia ... The 
Serbs were caught as if they were wild beasts, in the streets, in official buildings, 
and in their offices ... in Glina. Each night Serbs were bound and taken ... to the 
Orthodox Church, where they were killed with knives.! 


Multiple Mutilations 


In Avro Manhattan’s The Vatican s Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most 
Horrifying Religious Massacre of the 20th Century, there is a photograph taken as a 
souvenir by an UstaSe?_ who participated in the execution of MiloS Tesli¢, a 26 years- 
old Orthodox Serb industrialist of the town of Sisak. One UstaSe is holding the heart of 
the victim. Edmond Paris, in his Genocide in Satellite Croatia, 1941-1945: A Record 
of Racial and Religious Persecution and Massacres, also has a photograph of Milo8’s 
mutilated body. His legs were broken, his ears were cut off, his eyes were gouged, his 
chest was stabbed, and finally his beating heart was extracted through a hole in his 
chest.* 

The book Martyrdom of the Serbs: Persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox Church 
and Massacre of the Serbian People contains a description of the mutilations 
performed on Dorde Bogié, a Serbian Orthodox priest from NaSice, who was tied to a 
tree, his nose and ears were cut off, his tongue was cut out, his beard pulled from his 
face, and he finally died when his chest was slashed open.> 


Poisoning 


Andria Artukovic, the Minister of the Interior, ordered caustic soda to be added to 
imprisoned children’s food in order to exterminate them more expeditiously.° 

A vivid eye witness account of the poisoning of masses of children by Catholic 
nuns in Stara Gradiska Concentration Camp is given in the next chapter. 


Sexual Mutilation 


In 1953 Italian military authorities made available to the press several documents 
from their archives referring to the UstaSe’s crimes perpetrated against the Serbian 
people. Consequently, the 10 September issue of J] Tempo’ published the following 
excerpt from the report of the Commander of the Italian Army’s ‘12 Infantry Division 
Sasari’: 


The horrors that the UstaSe have committed against Serbian small girls is beyond 
all words. There are hundreds of photographs confirming these deeds because 


' Mitchell, Ruth. The Serbs choose war. pp251-54 

2 Photographing a victim alongside his victorious murderer was a popular activity of the Usta¥e. 

3 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifying Religious 
Massacre of the 20th Century. p109 

4 Paris, Edmond. Genocide in Satellite Croatia, 1941-1945: A Record of Racial and Religious Persecution 
and Massacres. p311 

> Martyrdom of the Serbs: Persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox Church and Massacre of the Serbian People. 
p38 
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those of them who have survived the torture: bayoneted hits, pulling of tongues 
and teeth, nails and breast tips (all this having been done after they were raped), 
were taken in by our officers and transported to Italian hospitals where these 
documents and facts were gathered.! 


Shooting 


Sometimes executions were carried out with pistols and revolvers; others by 
machine gun. For example, Abbé Dyonisius Juricev, Pavelic’s confessor, preached: ‘It 
is no longer a sin to kill a seven year old child who violates UstaSa laws. Although I 
am wearing a clerical garb, I must use the machine gun, too.’ 


Skull Crushing 


Some UstaSe specialised in disposing of their victims by smashing their skulls with 
hatchets, hammers or wooden mallets. They were known as the ‘skull crushers’ 
(‘lubanje drobilice’). They used to photograph the results of their prowess to show to 
Andrija Artukovic in the hope of receiving a decoration from him.’ 

Wooden hammers with heavy heads were deftly wielded, and killed very quickly. 

Soap Making 

A survivor of Jasenovac Concentration Camp, Savo Petrovic, has recorded how he 
was assigned to work in the chemical laboratory, where engineers had been ordered to 
try to make soap from human bodies. “Since Commander Pi¢ili was the main designer 
of all of the means of torture, he had also designed large pots designed for boiling the 
corpses of dead prisoners.”* 


Starvation 


In the concentration camps, women and children, in particular, were often slowly 
starved to death. A survivor, Savo Petrovic, recalled: 


In Camp 3C, prisoners were condemned to death by being deprived of food and 
water so that the UstaSe could see how long a man could survive. These weak, 
exhausted and starving prisoners died en masse, but some of them still survived. 
Every morning the gravediggers came and collected the dead and took them 
away.* 


The ‘Granik’ 


The Granik seems to have had two connotations. 

Firstly, it was a ramp used to unload goods from boats on the River Sava. During 
1943-44, large transports of new internees arrived for Jasenovac and liquidation. 
Consequently, the UstaSe collected prisoners, who were then stripped, chained, beaten, 


' http:/$www.srpska-mreza.com/History/ww2/u-allies.html (2008) 

2 Paris, Edmond. Genocide in Satellite Croatia, 1941-1945: A Record of Racial and Religious Persecution 
and Massacres. p238 

3 Petrovié, Savo. ‘Camp 3C and Forced Labor on the Dam at Jasenovac’, in: Jasenovac and the Holocaus: 
Analyses and Survivor Testimonies. p146 
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and taken to the Granik, where weights were tied to wire that was twisted on to their 
arms. Their intestines and neck were then slashed, and they were thrown into the river 
with a blow of a blunt tool to the head. The method was later enhanced, so that inmates 
were tied in pairs, back to back, then their bellies were cut before they were tossed into 
the river alive.!? 

Secondly, the ‘Granik’ consisted of a sledgehammer attached to a length of rope 
and a pole. The condemned person would mount a dais and the executioner would 
release the rope, and the sledgehammer, coming down like the blade of a guillotine, 
smashed the prisoner’s skull. According to a survivor’s testimony, the Granik was 
located just a few metres from the banks of the River Sava, so the bodies, after head 
crushing and disembowelment, could be dumped into the river. Hundreds of prisoners 
were executed by the Granik on a nightly basis. 


Throat Cutting 


Some UstaSe revelled in cutting the throat of their victims. By way of example, in 
the village of TramoSnica, priest Ante Klaric became the first Usta8a commissar. He 
personally led UstaSa units in attacks on Serbian villages. He organised the militia and, 
according to witnesses, spoke to them from the pulpit: 


You are old women and you should put on skirts, for you have not yet killed a 
single Serb. We have no weapons and no knives and we should forge them out of 
old scythes and sickles, so that you can cut the throats of Serbs whenever you see 
them.* 


In Avro Manhattan’s The Vatican s Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most 
Horrifying Religious Massacre of the 20th Century, there is a photograph showing one 
UstaSe about to cut the throat of a Serbian Orthodox victim. The other UstaSe is 
holding a bowl to collect the blood. The victim is facing the last few seconds of his 
life.> Near Cajniée in 1943.° 


Throwing Alive, and Dead Victims, into Ravines, Pits, Rivers, etc. 


The following excerpt is a response from Dr Mi8ic¢, the Bishop of Mostar, to a letter 
sent by Archbishop Stepinac inquiring into the progress of forced conversions in his 
diocese: the capital of Herzegovina and scene of the worst UstaSe massacres during 
early 1941. Stepinac passed this letter on to Paveli¢, but otherwise took no action: 


In many parishes in the diocese ... very honest peasants of the Orthodox faith have 
registered in the Catholic Church ... But then outsiders take things in hand. While 


| Wikipedia ‘Jasenovac concentration camp’. Note 90 (2016) 
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the newly-converted are at Mass they seize them, men and women alike, and hunt 
them down like slaves ... the railway carried six wagons full of mothers, girls, and 
children under eight to the station of Surmanci,! where they were taken ... into 
the hills and thrown alive, mothers and children, into deep ravines. In the parish of 
Klepca seven hundred schismatics from the neighbouring villages were 
slaughtered. The Sub-Prefect of Mostar, Mr Bajitch, a Moslem, publicly de- 
clared ... that in Ljublina alone 700 schismatics have been thrown into one pit.’7 


Nora Levin recorded in her book, The Holocaust — The destruction of European 
Jewry 1933-1945, that the UstaSe tortured and murdered Jews and Serbs in an 
indescribably bestial fashion. She found that at the Jasenovac Concentration Camp the 
UstaSe used primitive implements in killing their victims — knives, axes, hammers and 
other iron tools. A characteristic method was binding pairs of prisoners, back to back, 
and then throwing them into the Sava River.t Similarly, in Brcko, the home town of 
the UstaSa Prime Minister, Deafer Kulenovic, Orthodox prisoners were all executed on 
the local bridge and then hurled into the river.* 

On 28 April 1941, UstaSe storm troopers encircled the villages of Gudovac, Tuke 
Brezovac, Klokocevac and Bolac, in the district of Byjelovar, and arrested 250 
Orthodox victims. They led them all to a field, and ordered them to dig their own 
graves. UstaSe then tied their hands behind their backs, and pushed them all alive into 
their graves.° 

Near Jasenovac Concentration Camp, groups of ten victims were tied to a piece of 
railway line, 5 to 7 metres long, and were thrown into the depths of the River Sava.’ 

‘The Pit of Death’ was another medium of extermination at Jasenovac — victims 
were tied, then thrown alive into a mass grave. 


Torturing before Execution 


The UstaSe often used the most primitive weapons, such as forks, spades, hammers 
and saws, to torture their victims before executing them — witness a photograph found 
in the pocket of a dead UstaSe in 1945. It shows a group of UstaSe at Jasenovac 
torturing an Orthodox Serb, Branko Jungi¢, with a saw across his neck before 
executing him.’ 


Trampling 
Trampling of a victim was among the worst kinds of killing, because the process of 


dying was made agonisingly slow. Trampling was especially common in concentration 
camps. When a victim fell, the guards killed him or her with their feet, firstly by 


' Refer also to the previous chapter: ‘The Prebilovci Massacre’, for further grim details. 
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kicking the head, the ribs, and the sides. Then the UstaSe stood on the stomach of the 
victim and danced, first with one foot then the other on the stomach. The rupture of the 
organs, especially the intestines, the liver and the spleen, caused severe inner bleeding. 
Death was painful and slow. 

Vladimir Dedijer,! in his book The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The 
Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during World War II, described how Croatian doctor 
Nikola Nikoli¢, who had been imprisoned in Camp III, witnessed such a murder there. 
He recalled two facial expressions: that of the victim with his wide open eyes, full of 
blood, with foam in his mouth, gasping for air; and that of the bestially distorted face 
of the screaming, rabidly foaming UstaSe murderer. ‘These two have permeated my 
memory. They pursue me throughout my whole life.’? 


Synopsis 
The Catholic UstaSa regime was arguably the most murderous in relation to its 
size in the whole of occupied Europe. “Croat UstaSe had done more evil in a 
day than the Serbian regime had done in twenty years.’ 


Per capita, Croatia produced more soldiers than Nazi Germany. 


The Cross, a dagger, a grenade and a pistol — all symbols of homicide — were 
present when an UstaSe took his military oath. 


The UstaSa enacted race laws that were patterned on those of the Third Reich. 
They were aimed not only against Jews and Roma, but predominately against 
Christian Orthodox Serbs, who were collectively declared enemies of the 
Croatian people. ‘Croatia became during the war a giant slaughterhouse.’ 


‘The brutal nature of the militant Croatian clerical fascism expressed itself in 
such terrible manifestations as to surpass the horrors of the Inquisition in the 
Middle Ages ...’ Its vast, primitive exterminations included mass shooting, 
clubbing, burning alive, throat-cutting, crucifying, gassing, impaling, drowning, 
poisoning, burying alive, and decapitation. 


The UstaSe had a propensity for cutting out Serbian tongues and eyes; which 
they then displayed in city streets. 


Men, women and children — all were victims of the UstaSa barbarities. 
A Final Summation 


In Roman Catholic Croatia, the UstaSa regime, supported by the Holy See, 
was one ‘which flouted humanitarian principles and which condoned 
atrocities unsurpassed in any period of human history.’ 


' Vladimir Dedijer was a leading authority on genocide in the twentieth century, and together with Jean-Paul 
Sartre, chaired the Bertrand Russell International Tribune on War Crimes. He was also a highly respected 
scholar of modern history, who taught in universities around the world. 

2 Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during 
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5 — Catholic Croatia — a Land of Concentration Camps, 
Atrocities, Death 


Killing all the Serbs in as little time as possible. That is our agenda. 
Franciscan Friar Simi¢é 


Persons of a sensitive nature may choose not to read the horrendous details in this 
chapter. 

For those interested, there are many revealing photographs and other records at the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: http://collections.ushmm.org/search 

Under the UstaSa, Croatia became ‘a land of concentration camps’, including the 
infamous Jasenovac — the ‘Balkan Auschwitz’ (the third largest concentration camp of 
World War II, which by horrors and atrocities committed is without precedent in the 
history of humankind),! and Stara Gradi8ka, which became notorious for the crimes 
committed against women and children. 

In order to execute the NDH’s racial and religious laws, the Directorate for Public 
Security under Eugen Dido Kvaternik was ordered by Interior Minister Andria 
Artukovi¢ to create a series of concentration and extermination camps throughout 
Croatia.* This was authorised on 25 September 1941under Decree-Law, No. 1528- 
2101-Z-1941, For the direction of the Undesirable and Dangerous Persons to 
Compulsory Detention in Concentration Camps. 

This allowed the UstaSa Supervisory Police to apprehend at will ‘any undesirable 
persons dangerous to public order’. No appeal was allowed. The secret police 
organisations started building concentration camps in the summer of the same year. 

Accordingly, Croatia became at this time, as Yugoslav historian Antun Mileti¢ 
(himself a Croat) has said, ‘a land of concentration camps.’? The most notorious, 
where cruelty of unimaginable proportions was perpetrated against innocent prisoners, 
were at Pag and Jasenovac.* The UstaSa ensured that effectively ‘All of Croatia was 
Jasenovac.’° 

No portion of Ustaa territory was untouched by the UstaSe’s depraved activities — 
Serbs, Jews, Roma, Muslim and Croatian dissidents were all targeted. Vast areas were 
emptied of the Serbian population and left a wasteland. Most were not killed 
immediately, but were rounded up for deportation to death camps. 

Children, too, were massacred in their thousands. Special concentration camps 
were set up for them: in Lobor, Jablanac, Mlaka, Brocice, Ustica, Gradi8ka, Sisak, 
Jastrebasko, and Gornja Rijeka.° Large numbers were killed alongside their parents, or 
died of hunger and disease. Jewish women with their children were deported to 
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Auschwitz. Vast numbers of Serbian and Roma children were brought to the Croatian 
concentration camps in the summer of 1942. 

The conditions in the camps were appalling. The afore-mentioned Austrian, Nazi 
General Edmund Glaise von Horstenau, wrote: 


We now went into the concentration camp in a converted factory. Frightful 
conditions. Few men, many women, and children, without sufficient clothing, 
sleeping on stone at night, pining away, wailing and crying. A camp commandant 
— in spite of the later, favourable judgement of the Poglavnik — a rogue; I ignored 
him but instead told my UstaSe guide: “This is enough to make you puke.’ 


And then worst of all: a room along whose walls, lying on straw which had just 
been laid down because of my inspection, something like fifty naked children, half 
of them dead, the other half dying. One should not forget that the inventors of the 
KZ were the British in the Boer War. However, such places have reached their 
peak of abomination here in Croatia, under a Poglavnik installed by us. The most 
wicked of all must be Jasenovac, where no ordinary mortal is allowed to peer in.! 


A measure of the multiplicity of camps in the NDH may be gauged from the 
following table. 


Table 2._A Sample of the Collection, Concentration, and Extermination Camps in the 
Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia 





Banjica Gomja Rijeka — Krapje Sajmiste 
Bosanski-Novi Gospi¢é Kruis¢ica Sisak 

Broéice Jablanac Lepoglava Slavonski Brod 
Camp 3 C Jadovno Loborgrad Stara GradiSka 
Caprag Jasenovac Luzane Tenje 

Dakovo Mlaka UStica 

Danica Kerestinec Muratovac Zepée 
Derventa Koprivnica NiS 

Donja Gradina Kostajnica Pag 


Vjekoslav ‘Maks’ Luburi¢ is best known as the commander of the Jasenovac 
Concentration Camp, where he participated in the executions. In the beginning of the 
Second World War, Luburi¢é was the commanding general for the area of the NDH 
around the Drina River, which is why he is sometimes referred to as General Drinjanin 
(General of the Drina). He was, in fact, commander-in-chief of all Croatian camps. He 
announced the great ‘efficiency’ of Jasenovac at a ceremony on 9 October 1942.” 

The arrests and deportations to these camps rested with the UstaSe, who could 
send to them anyone they judged to be an ‘unreliable person’. They had absolute 
authority to assassinate immediately anyone taken there. There was an agreement ‘that 
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all sentenced to three years, or not sentenced at all, were to be liquidated at once.”! 

Often, victims were transported to collection camps or the Lepoglava Prison, 
before being taken to the main concentration camp system at Jasenovac, which opened 
in August 1941.” 


Banjica Camp 


Banjica started as centre for holding hostages. It was one of the camps without 
survivors. The number of victims is estimated to have ranged from 30,000 to 80,000.* 


Bosanski-Novi Camp 


Father Grga Blazevic¢ was Assistant to the Commandant of the concentration camp 
of Bosanski-Novi. Many Serbs were slaughtered there on his orders. 


Brocice Camp 


Brocice Camp was one of the first in the Jasenovac Concentration Camp complex. 
It was on the right bank of the River Strug, about two kilometres north of Camp III 
(the Brickworks). 

It was set up to receive children. 

The area where Brocice Camp used to be has been affected by the subsequent 
construction of a drainage system and embankment in the Sava valley. Consequently, 
as it is overgrown with bushes, the area of the former camp and the mass graves is now 
virtually unidentifiable.‘ 


Camp 3 C 


In the spring of 1942, thousands of Roma were put into a field surrounded by 
barbed wire. At the end of the year, none was left.° 


Caprag Camp 
Caprag was a concentration camp near Zagreb. 
Dakovo Camp 


Dakovo opened in December 1941 for Jewish women and children. About 3000 
were held in the camp, of which a large proportion was executed.° 

In March 1942, the inmates were deliberately infected with typhus, causing 567 to 
die.’ 


' Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The Sensational Account of the Most Horrifying Religious 
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The survivors were transferred to Jasenovac, where they were killed upon arrival.' 
Danica Camp 


In April-May 1941 the first concentration camp formed by the UstaSe was 
established in the Danica factory, in the village of Drinja, near Koprivnica. 

One report states that the inmates were then sent to Jadovno or to Stara GradiSka 
and Jasenovac.? Another states that by July that year, all the inmates of the camp had 
been murdered.* The Camp was closed in the autumn of 1941. 


Gornja Rijeka Camp 


Gormja Rijeka was an estate that was used as a camp for Jews in 1942. It was also a 
camp for children, where over 400 Serbian children were inmates, over half of which 
died. 


Gospié 


The Gospi¢ Concentration Camp ‘enjoyed a particularly evil reputation; countless 
Serbs lost their lives in it.’° 


Jablanac Camp 


In 1942, camp farms were formed in the evacuated Serbian villages of Jablanac and 
Mlaka, where seasonal, agricultural work was carried out by inmates of Stara Gradiska 
and Jasenovac Camps. 

‘When their work was finished, the mistreated, hungry, sick prisoners were 
liquidated by the Ustashas in the village and new victims took their places.’° The 
individual and mass graves in the nearby woods attest to the horrors of Jablanac. 


Jadovno Camp 


Jadovno was a concentration camp founded in 1941. It was located in a valley on 
Velebit Mountain, occupying an area of 1250 square metres, fenced with barbed wire 
four metres high. 

The UstaSe carried out the first mass liquidations of Serb and Jewish prisoners in 
Jadovno. 


Concentration camp Jadovno was, from the start, just a temporary shelter of 
victims that were chosen for liquidation.’ 


Dead bodies were thrown into deep ravines and pits nearby. The last group of 1500 
people was machine gunned in August 1941; by then, all the inmates at the camp, 
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35,000-80,000,' had been eliminated.?* Historian Paul Mojzes lists 38,010 Serbs, 
1998 Jews, 88 Croats and several ‘others’ as being killed at Jadovno. 1000 children 
also perished in the camp, as did 55 Serbian Orthodox priests.* 

At the Saran Pit, ‘inmates were bound together in a line and the first few victims 
were murdered with rifle butts or other objects. Afterwards, an entire row of inmates 
were pushed into the ravine. In some cases, inmates were also killed by gunfire, as well 
as with knives and blunt objects. Once inmates were thrown into the ravine, hand 
grenades were hurled inside in order to kill off the victims. Dogs would also be thrown 
in to feed on the wounded and the dead.’>° From that time there are stories in Lika that 
human screams and calls for help could be heard from the pit.”* 


Wikipedia reports that: 


Based on speleologist findings, the depth of Saran pit is around 42.5 meters to the 
first bones, that pit should contain in depths around 40 cubic meters of bones 
(unless the pit has an underground gallery or underground waters). There is a 
similar depth of the pit on Grga hill and in nearby locations exist a few more pits 
that were used by UstaSe to cover tracks of their atrocities.? 


Jastrebarsko Camp 


Jastrebarsko was a camp for children — 1018 of them died there.'° Catholic nuns of 
the Holy Congregation were the guards in the camp.'! 


Kerestinec Camp 


Metropolitan Petar of the Serbian Orthodox Church was one of the prisoners at 
Kerestinec Concentration Camp. There, he was tortured, derided and humiliated. He 
was then sent to the Concentration Camp at Gospi¢ where he disappeared without 
trace. In 1998, he was proclaimed a holy martyr of the Serbian Orthodox Church.!* 

After the War, Andrija Artukovic (the ‘Himmler of the Balkans’) was charged with 
ordering the slaying of about 450 people at the Kerestinec concentration camp." 


http://www.serbianna.com/columns/savich/007.shtml (2016) 
http://www .jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/judaica/ejud_0002_0021_0_21336.html (2009) 
http://www.vojska.net/eng/world-war-2/camps/death/ (2016) 
Wikipedia ‘Jadovno concentration camp’ (2016) 
Ibid. 
See also: Martyrdom of the Serbs: Persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox Church and Massacre of the 
Serbian People. p165 
T Ibid. 
8 Refer also to: Association of Descendants and Supporters of Victims of Ustashian Concentration Camps in 
Jadovno 1941. http://www.jadovno.com/ (2011) 
° Wikipedia ‘Jadovno concentration camp’ (2011) 
10 http://www. vojska.net/eng/world-war-2/camps/death/ (2009) 
"| Rade Segrt (2010-08-26). ‘Prvi put obiljeZeno stradanje djece’. Nezavisne novine. http://www.nezavisne. 
com/stampano-izdanje/dogadjaji/Prvi-put-obiljezeno-stradanje-djece-66739.html (2010) 
12 http://;www.nacionalnarevija.com/en/tekstovi/br5/Svetionici%20-%20S veti720Petar%20 Zimonjic.html 
(2009) 
‘3 Los Angeles Times. http://articles.latimes.com/1987-04-26/local/me-1494_1 (2011) 


98 Catholic Croatia — A Land of Atrocities, Death 


Kostajnica Concentration Camp 
Father Ante Duric sent hundreds of Serbs to the concentration camp in Kostajnica.! 
Krapje Concentration Camp 


At the beginning of the War, the UstaSa opened a concentration camp near Krapje 
as part of the Jasenovac Camp complex. In October 1941, 4000 prisoners were 
murdered at Krapje.” It was closed in late autumn that same year. 


Kruscica Camp, Travnik 


This camp was established during the summer of 1941. It contained mostly Jewish 
women and children.* Mass deportations began on 3 September 1941, when 500 Jews 
were despatched to the Camp; a second group arrived a few days later.* 


Lepoglava Camp 


Lepoglava was a former prison of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. Around 1000 
people died in the camp.5 A survivor, Simo Klaié, stressed in Dinko Sakié’s trial that 
Lepoglava ‘was horrible, as if all evil from Stara Gradiska and Jasenovac had 
concentrated there’.° 


Loborgrad Women’s Camp 


Loborgrad was situated in the municipality of Zlatar Bistrica. It held women and 
children, both Serbian and Jewish, who were sent from KruS¢ica. 

Dr Theodore Lukac sent this handwritten report by underground channels through 
Cairo: 


The worst of the women’s camps was at Loborgrad. It is impossible to describe the 
conditions which women had to endure. They could not wash, and they had to lie 
down on the filth. The young ones were raped, and girls of fourteen were found to 
be pregnant.’ 


After the Camp was closed, the women were sent to Auschwitz.® 
Luzane, Muratovac, Derventa, and Slavonski Brod Camps 


Fra Ivo Brkan, a Franciscan priest from Koraca, was responsible for the arrest of 
about 500 Serbs who were taken to the concentration camps in Luzane, Muratovac, 
and Derventa. From there, they were taken to the camp in Slavonski Brod where they 
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were brutally tortured. None of the innocents ever returned home.! 


Mlaka 


Mlaka was a village some 12 kilometres downstream from Jasenovac. During 1941 
and 1942 the UstaSa organised a camp farm there where mostly female prisoners were 
put to work. When the work was completed, they were killed in the open, and their 
bodies were thrown into several village wells. 

In April 1942, the UstaSa deported the remaining Mlaka villagers to the camps in 
Jasenovac and Stara GradiSka, whence the men were deported to forced labour in the 
Third Reich, while the women and children were mostly sent to work on farms in 
Slavonia. 

It has been confirmed that 742 persons from Mlaka died in Jasenovac and Stara 
Gradiska.? 

Ni§ Camp 
Ni8 is a city in NiSava District, on the NiSava River. The first Nazi concentration 


camp in Yugoslavia was located near Nis’. The number of victims is believed to have 
ranged from around 1900 to 2000. 


Pag Island Camp Complex 


Pag island Camp Complex comprised Slana Camp (for men) and Metajna Camp 
(for women). Prisoners were brought from the Gospi¢ transit camp. Cruelty of 
unimaginable proportions was perpetrated against Jewish and Serbian prisoners. Mass 
executions were also carried out.4 

The complex was commissioned on 25 June 1941, and was closed in August 1941 
due to the Italian occupation of Pag Island.* During closure, around 3000 Serbs were 
sent to ‘Jadovno’, and around 450 Jews were sent to KruS¢ica, Jadovno and Jasenovac. 

Dr Theodore Lukac sent this report by underground channels: 


The camp on the island of Pag was the scene of the most terrible bloodshed. There 
were about 4500 Serbs there, 2500 Jews, and about 1500 Great Nationalists, 
Communists, and so-called Freemasons. They also lived in the open, and they 
were murdered under particularly brutal circumstances. When the Ustashis heard 
that Pag would again be taken over by the Italians they killed all the persons in the 
camp at the last moment, merely in order to prevent their being set free by the 
Italians ...°7 
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‘Sajmiste’ Camp 

“Sajmiste’ Camp was a Nazi concentration camp located in the NDH at Zemun on 
the outskirts of Belgrade. It held 40,000 persons. ! 

In October 1941, a meeting of Nazi officials was held at which it was decided to 
arrest all the Jews in Serbia and imprison them at SajmiSte, and thereafter to transport 
them to the east once transport became available, which would not be before the 
summer of 1942. 

Accordingly, between December 1941 and February 1942, all Jewish women and 
children in Serbia (7500 to 8000) were taken to the SajmiSte camp. Bad food and 
completely inadequate shelter and insanitary conditions killed large numbers of people. 

The majority of Serbian Jews were killed in the SajmiSte camp. The military 
administration chief reported that: 


Preliminary work for Jewish ghetto in Belgrade completed. Following the 
liquidation of the remaining male Jews, already ordered by the commander in 
Serbia, the ghetto will contain approximately 10,000 Jewish women and children.” 


Estimates of the number of deaths at SajmiSte range from 20,000 to 23,000, with 
the number of Jewish deaths estimated at 7,000 to 10,000. It is thought that half of all 
Serbian Jews perished at the camp.’ 

Between March and May 1942, the Germans used a gas van sent from Berlin to kill 
thousands of Jewish inmates.* With the gassings complete, it was renamed Zemun 
Concentration Camp. 


Sisak Camp 


Sisak was commissioned in 1942. Part of the Serbian population from Kozara was 
brought there — mostly old men, women and children.> It was officially named the 
‘Refugee Transit Camp’. 

Children were housed separately from their prisoner mothers, along with children 
separated from their mothers in Mlaka, Jablanac, Stara GradiSka and Jasenovac. 

The camp held more than 6600 children during its existence. They were housed in 
abandoned stables, ridden with filth and pests. Extensive malnutrition resulted in an 
acute impairment of health, which was exacerbated by the spread of dysentery.° Some 
children were poisoned with caustic soda.’ 

Approximately 1600 children died in the Sisak camp.’ 
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‘Tenja’ Camp 

‘Tenja’ Camp at Osijek was opened in June 1942. It contained all the arrested 3000 
Jews who were left in the Osijek and Slavonija region. Inmates were later sent to 
Auschwitz to be gassed,' and to Jasenovac and Loborgrad camps.”* 

UStica (‘Gypsy Camp’) 

UStica was a picturesque village opposite Jasenovac, between the Rivers Sava and 
Una. The UstaSe evicted the Orthodox population from the village in May 1942, and 
sent them to Jasenovac and Stara Gradiska. From there, some were deported to 
SajmiSte camp, others to Nazi camps in the Third Reich. The village was enclosed in 
barbed wire and turned into an assembly death camp for Roma. It was known as the 
“Gypsy Camp’. 

The camp was used to accommodate deported Roma families for whom there was 
no room in Camp III (Brickworks), due to overcrowding. 

Some prisoners were transferred to work in Donja Gradina, and each day many of 
these were murdered in the most horrific ways. Others were killed in the camp itself.4 


Zepce Camp 


Novi List, No. 54, in 1941, reported the appointment of Father Stjepan Lukic to the 
post of camp adjutant of the Zepée camp.° 


Jasenovac Concentration and Extermination Camp Complex (the ‘Balkan 
Auschwitz’) 


By atrocities, torture, and methods of liquidation of innocent men, women and 
children, the Jasenovac Concentration and Extermination Camp° (the ‘Balkan 
Auschwitz’) is without precedent in the history of humankind.’ It was the third largest 
concentration camp of World War II. 

Before the German invasion of Yugoslavia in 1941, Jasenovac was an industrial 
town where ‘Ciglana’ the brick factory and the ‘Lancara’ tooling plant were located. 
The majority of the population of Jasenovac was Serbian Orthodox. 

The camp was opened in August/September 1941, and functioned until its 
liberation by the Partisans in the spring of 1945. 

Jasenovac was the largest concentration camp in Southern Europe. It comprised a 
complex of five sub-camps: 

No. | - Krapje; 
No. 2 - Bro¢ice or Versajev; 
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No. 3 - the Brick Factory (Ciglana); 

No. 4 - the Tannery (Kozara); 

No. 5 - Stara Gradiska; 

and three smaller camps in relatively close proximity to each other, on the bank 
of the Sava River. 


The main part of the camp was at Jasenovac itself, about 100 km south-east of 
Zagreb. It was the most infamous camp in the NDH. Conveniently, the town lay on the 
train route from Belgrade to Zagreb. 

Jasenovac was intended to serve as ‘the radical solution’ to Croatia’s racial and 
religious ‘problems’. The UstaSe sent people there who were to be liquidated, that is, 
those who were deemed disloyal to the regime ‘for racial, religious, national or 
political reasons.’! 

The creation of the camp and its management and supervision were entrusted to 
Department III of the Croatian Security Police (UNS), headed by Vjekoslav ‘Maks’ 
Luburi¢, who was personally responsible for everything that happened there. He was 
specifically sent to the Third Reich for training at various Nazi concentration camps, 
including Sachsenhausen-Oranienburg camp, before the opening of Jasenovac.” 

In contrast to Nazi camps such as Auschwitz, Treblinka and Sobibor, in which 
liquidation was effected in clinical gas chambers, in Jasenovac prisoners were tortured 
and killed in the most primitive, manual ways, using hand weapons and tools. This 
diabolical behaviour made Jasenovac one of the most terrible camps in Europe. Even 
German officers expressed horror at it in their reports.* 


The Number of Victims at Jasenovac 


In April 1942, Ante Paveli¢ officially announced that Jasenovac had an unlimited 
capacity.‘ 

On 9 October 1942, Luburi¢ announced the great ‘efficiency’ of the Jasenovac 
slaughterhouse at a ceremony. He reported with pride: 


We have slaughtered here at Jasenovac more people than the Ottoman Empire was 
able to do during its occupation of Europe.>* 


According to the US Holocaust Memorial Museum, ‘The most reliable figures 
place the number of Serbs killed by the Ustasha between 330,000 and 390,000, with 
45,000 to 52,000 Serbs murdered in Jasenovac. Among the victims were: between 
45,000 and 52,000 Serb residents of the so-called Independent State of Croatia; 
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between 12,000 and 20,000 Jews; between 15,000 and 20,000 Roma (Gypsies); and 
between 5,000 and 12,000 ethnic Croats and Muslims, who were political and 
religious opponents of the regime.”! 


Camp IT (Brickworks) 


Camp III (Brickworks) and the execution site in Donja Gradina were the largest in 
the Jasenovac Concentration Camp system. Up to the beginning of 1942, when 
exterminations of prisoners began in Donja Gradina, most inmates were killed inside 
the camp or on the bank of the River Sava. 

A special detail of prisoner-gravediggers was ordered every day to bury the bodies 
in huge trenches close to the camp fence, in a place called Limani (at the south-east 
comer of the main camp), and inside the camp itself.” 


The Pen-Camp 


The UstaSe built a small pen-camp within Camp III, enclosed by barbed wire. They 
confined dozens of the physically strongest inmates in that pen-camp: 


They wanted to see how long could they last without food and water in horrible 
heat. Days passed and informants reported that some were still alive. That 
surpassed all human psychophysical abilities. The UstaSe went to see how it was 
possible that any of them were alive. And they had a sight to see: several living 
skeletons with overgrown beards, with eyes wide open. They growled like wild 
beasts, and all around them there were white bones of their former comrades and 
inmates.* 


Camp V at Stara Gradiska 


This former fortress/prison was turned into a concentration camp in 1941, and then 
formed part of the Jasenovac complex.* 

The camp was guarded by Germans, UstaSe and a few female Croatian troops. 
Inmates were killed by various means, including firearms, mallets, knives, and gassing. 

Stara GradiSka ‘specialised’ in women and children and became notorious for the 
crimes committed against them. Examples include the torture that took place in cellar 3, 
the ‘Gagro Hotel’ — a cellar that UstaSe Nikola Gagro used as a place of torture. There 
inmates were starved, tortured, and then strangled to death by a wire. In a post-War 
trial, witness Ivo Senjanovié recalled how people were locked there without food or 
water: ‘The people were gradually dying. It was horrible to hear them cry for help.’° 

Additionally, gas vans were constructed to kill Jewish women and children who 
came to Stara Gradi8ka from camp Dakovo in June-July 1942. Others were poisoned 
with cyanide gas. Witness Cijordana Friedlender testified: 
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At that time fresh women and children came daily to the Camp at Stara GradiSka. 
About fourteen days later, [Ante] Vrban [Commandant of the Camp] ordered all 
children to be separated from their mothers and put in one room. Ten of us were 
told to carry them there in blankets. The children crawled about the room, and one 
child put an arm and leg through the doorway, so that the door could not be closed. 
Vrban shouted: ‘Push it!” When I did not do that, he banged the door and crushed 
the child’s leg. Then he took the child by its whole-leg, and banged it on the wall 
till it was dead. After that we continued carrying the children in. When the room 
was full, Vrban brought poison gas and killed them all.! 


Gassing also was practised using specially adapted vans. During the post-war trial 
of Dinko Sakié,’ witnesses Simo Klaié and Dr Dragutin Skgratié confirmed that: 


He [Sakié] directed his guards to pack women and children into the vans, fitted a 
rubber hose from the exhaust to the interior and drove around and around the 
camp until the passengers were dead. They killed at least half the group like this as 
soon as they arrived.? 


The most notorious homicides were those that were devised at the ‘K’ unit. There 
Jewish and Orthodox women, with weak or little children, were either starved (30 to 
40 children died each day) or tortured at the ‘Gagro Hotel’.4° Most gassing deaths 
occurred in the attics of ‘the infamous tower’ (the ‘K’ unit or ‘Kula’®), where several 
thousand children were killed.’ 

According to one report, 6000 to 7000 children were also killed in Stara Gradiska 
itself. Eventually more than 50,000 men, women and children were incarcerated, and 
then massacred. 

Jelka Cihaber gave testimony to the State Commission for the Establishment of 
Crimes Committed by Occupiers and their Helpers, 1947: 


The camp in Stara Gradi8ka was a death camp for women and children. Mass 
transports of mothers and their children arrived in the camp from all directions, 
from all parts of the Independent State of Croatia. Especially crowded transports 
arrived in the summer of 1942, after the offensive on Kozara; thousands of women 
and children occupied every vacant corner of the camp ... Most of the children 
were separated off and accommodated in special children’s units situated in the 
camp’s collective farm, while the rest were accommodated with their mothers in 
the Tower, a symbol of the worst torture chamber of the entire camp ...° 


A prisoner at Stara GradiSka, Marijana Amuli¢é, gave the following eyewitness 
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testimony of the murder of Serbian children: 


The children were lying there helpless, even too weak to cry. They were dying 
slowly and quietly. About 20 female prisoners, themselves as helpless as the 
children, were taking care of them. Once we were ordered to fetch all the sick 
children and to house them in the attic rooms of the infamous tower. Then Ante 
Vrban, the commandant of the camp, had poison gas injected into the rooms. Then 
there was an eerie silence in the camp, as if life itself had been extinguished.! 


Dr Ivan Brkljaci¢ trained to be a Catholic priest. He loved to torture Serbs to death. 
At the Stara Gradiska Camp he was responsible for the slaughter of over 2000 Serbian 
women. 

The women guards were sisters or wives of the male guards and were known for 
their cruelty, particularly Maja (Mara) Slovic-Budjon and Nada Tami¢-Luburi¢ — wife 
of the war criminal Dinko Sakié and sister of ‘Maks’ Luburic. 

Pauline Weiss, who was interned first at Jasenovac and then at Stara Gradiska, gave 
this testimony: 


During my captivity in the camp there were tortures every day and massive 
‘liquidation’ ... I was sent to a women’s camp at Stara GradiSka. There, I spent 
seven months in the ‘Kula’. The wives of the executioners were Mara Budjon, a 
young woman called Milka 22 years old, a certain Bojane of 16 and Nada Luburic. 
Every night they slaughtered and strangled the prisoners, and must have done 
away with at least 2000 Serbian and Jewish women.” 


Notwithstanding her history of cruelty, Nada’s defenders claim that she was just a 
girl helping out in the ‘family business’ when working in Stara GradiSka. In 1944, 
Captain S Bosak, Commander of the III Battalion UstaSe, sponsored her for decoration 
with the Bronze Medal of the Poglavnik for courage: 


She stood out in bravery and self-sacrifice in saving and transporting of wounded, 
she is also meritorious for saving a large number of wounded and for aiding them 
in a timely manner.>* 


Camp VHT in Donja Gradina 


Donja Gradina was not really a concentration camp but only a place of mass 
execution near Jasenovac. That is, it was a ‘reception camp’ for Serbian slaves who 
were to be killed by the UstaSe. It was in a large forest. Here were carried out mass 
executions of the Serbs, so that Gradina contains the largest set of mass graves in what 
was the NDH. At least one half of the total number of the Jasenovac’s victims was 
killed in Donja Gradina, in the most monstrous manner.> It was easy to kill 
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undisturbed in this wasteland without anyone having the slightest idea of what was 
going on. Even the screams of victims could not be heard. “This was the secret of the 
terrible Gradina.”! 

Towards the end of the War, Adolf Friedrich revealed that: 


They took prisoners, both newcomers and old hands, about 500-600 of them, 
bound them with rusty wire and took them off to [Donja] Gradina, where they 
murdered them day and night. They killed them with mallets and piled them half- 
alive on heaps, soaked them in paraffin and bummed them with coal in pits several 
yards deep, pouring in paraffin all the while.? 


In 1945, the UstaSe ploughed over the burial grounds to hide the evidence. 

A Dr Nikolié wrote about Gradina camp. He described how, after the War, he 
visited the site and found 14 gigantic graves 60 to 80 metres long, 6 metres wide and 4 
metres deep. In an adjacent field he found ‘about 200 gigantic necropolises’. Dr 
Nikolié also found a rusty cauldron, in which the human flesh was boiled into soap, 
and the old tractor and a steamroller used by UstaSe to plough and roll over the 
graves.* 

In 1989, a sedimentary cauldron was found in the back yard of Stevo Borojevic in 
Jasenovac, and in February 1990 a high pressure tank was found in Sarajevo and a 
separator device, all from the UstaSe soap factory. In that year, these items were 
transported to Donja Gradina and placed there as museum exhibits and testimonies of 
the horrible Usta8a crime of genocide.* 

Simo Brdar, Curator of the Donja Gradina Memorial Area, has reported that: 


In Donja Gradina Ustashe produced soap out of fat parts of corpses of inmates. 
The remains that were created by such a process Ustashe dumped into these 
graves or transported by railway to the right bank of the Sava and dumped them 
there. 


In order to hide their bloody traces, in March and April 1945 Ustashe opened up 
mass graves, took out corpses and incinerated them at specially made stakes. The 
remains that were created by incineration were dumped into graves or transported 
to the same place as the boiled parts of corpses. On that place they also performed 
mass executions of inmates, and their corpses were dumped on piles into the Sava 
and its riverbank. That is how the ‘Dump’ was created, which the people today call 
the ‘Sava Graves’.> 


According to the data collected by the Serbian veterans from Bosnia, 360,000 
human beings were killed and buried in Gradina.° 
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New Arrivals 


For four years, prisoners arrived in Jasenovac — some via rail, some in trucks, and 
some by foot. They were then held in a transit camp until their fate was decided. Even 
there, prisoners were subject to hunger and torture. They were then sorted into groups. 

A witness, Kustorin Marijan, described his trip from Stara Gradiska to Jasenovac: 


On 23 September 1944 I was relocated from Stara Gradi8ka camp to Jasenovac 
with a group of 700 people. For nearly the whole trip, some thirty-eight kilometres, 
we had to run. Anyone that stopped or staggered was killed on the spot. The road 
followed alongside the Sava, so many exhausted comrades jumped into the river 
in desperation, to end their suffering.! 


Camp commandant Luburié gave a ‘speech’ to every group of arrivals, full of 
insults and primitive curses, during which they were beaten across their backs or heads. 
Then they were robbed — the UstaSe taking away the total belongings of every prisoner. 
Anyone who hid anything was killed instantly. Steiner Hinko was a witness: 


I came to the camp on 18 September 1941 with an old man named Poljokan. After 
he gave them some of his trinkets and said that he didn’t have anything else, the 
UstaSe discovered that he had sewn some money into his coat. Ljubo Milos [a 
Catholic priest] stepped forward in front of all of us and stabbed him in the chest 
twice with a big knife. The old man collapsed. 


Soon after their arrival, most were killed at execution sites near the camp. Others 
were tortured. Witness Duzemlic Milan stated: 


Upon my arrival at the camp on Christmas of 1943, I was thrown into solitary 
confinement, where I spent twenty-two days. The UstaSe burned my feet, shoved 
needles under my nails, beat me with a cord wrapped in rubber, they put a board 
on my chest and stomped on it. They stabbed me, I have visible scars from it on 
both of my arms. During the entire time I heard screaming and moaning from the 
other rooms, and I later found out they tortured prisoner Djogas Josip by tying his 
arms and legs, curling him up into a ball and rolling him over a board of nails. 
Sertic Djuro, the UstaSe, cut pieces of flesh from his thighs and salted his wounds.? 


Those who were kept alive were needed for their professions and trades. 
The Victims 


At Jasenovac, crimes against men, women and children were inflicted on Germans, 
Serbs, Roma, Jews, Croats, Muslims, Slovenes, Slovaks, Czechs, Ukrainians, Italians, 
Montenegrins, Hungarians, Poles, Romanians and Ruthenians,.* 

During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Banija, Kordun, Lika, Slavoniya, 
and Srem were settled by Serbs who had been invited by the Austrian government to 
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defend the frontier against the Muslim Ottoman Turks. This region was a majority 
Serb area known as the Srpska Vojna Krajina (SVK), or the Serbian Military Frontier 
Province. Notwithstanding that victims were sent to Jasenovac from all parts of 
Croatia, the camp complex was crucial in the systematic and planned genocide of the 
Orthodox Serbs of the SVK and of Bosnia-Herzegovina.! 

Statistics and estimates about the number of victims who died in the Jasenovac 
camp vary, mainly due to the lack of adequate records. According to a statement made 
by the former camp commandant, Ljubo Milo’, there were about three thousand 
prisoners in the camp. The number remained constant because many prisoners were 
liquidated on arrival.2 The numbers who died range from tens of thousands to 
hundreds of thousands. Serbs constituted the majority of victims.* Several sources 
indicate that somewhere between 200,000 and 600,000 people were murdered at 
Jasenovac — mostly Serbs, Jews, and Roma. At least 20,000 children were eliminated 
there. Masses of Jewish children were bumed alive in the old brick ovens. The Union 
of Jewish Councils of Yugoslavia, relying on the reports of Jewish survivors, 
concluded that, in the Jasenovac camp alone, ‘500,000-600,000 people were 
slaughtered, among whom were about 20,000 Jews.’ The Encyclopedia of the 
Holocaust gives generally similar figures.‘ 

A former inmate, K Huber, stated that everyone there knew that the UstaSe 
murdered an average of 1000 to 1500 people a night, even more when reinforcements 
came.> 

Many women were sent from Jasenovac to forced labour in Germany, while the 
children were taken from their mothers and murdered. In 1942 there were around 
24,000 children in the camp, 12,000 of whom were murdered.° 


The Child Victims 
Dragoje Lukic, a survivor of Jasenovac, stated: 


These are, as far as we know, the only concentration camps for children in the 
whole of Europe, and maybe in the world.” 


Egon Berger, a survivor, recalled Franciscan Filipovi¢-Majstorovic (‘Father 
Satan’)® taking the children from three women, who begged for mercy and offered 
themselves in place of their children: 


They threw two children to the ground, and the third into the air like a ball. Fra 
Majstorovic, holding a spike pointing upwards, pierced it three times, while the 
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fourth time, to the accompaniment of both lamentation and laughter, the child 
remained impaled on the spike. The mothers were thrown to the ground, tearing 
their hair, and when they began a terrible screaming, UstaSe of the 14th Osijek 
Company took them off and liquidated them.! 
Living Conditions 
The living conditions were extremely severe: a meagre diet, deplorable 
accommodation, and the savage behaviour of the UstaSe guards. The acts of murder 
and cruelty reached their peak in the late summer of 1942. Most of the Jews were 
murdered at Jasenovac, until August 1942; thereafter, they began to be deported to the 
Nazi’s Auschwitz Concentration Camp. 
Food comprised typically a ‘soup’ made of hot water with starch, or a single daily 
serving of thin ‘turnip soup’, or a thin gruel of water and starch. 
There was a general lack of potable water. Prisoners were forced to drink water 
from the Sava River. 
Accommodation varied from standard concentration-camp barracks; the attics of 
the workshops; an open depot designated as a railway ‘tunnel’; or simply in the open. 


Sanitation: Inside the camp, squalor and lack of sanitation reigned: clutter, blood, 
vomit and bodies filled the barracks, which were also full of pests and of the foul 
scent of the often overflowing latrine bucket. Due to exposure to the elements, 
inmates suffered from impaired health leading to epidemics of typhus, typhoid, 
malaria, pleuritis, influenza, dysentery and diphtheria. During pauses in labor ... 
inmates had to relieve themselves at open latrines, which consisted of big pits dug 
[in] open fields, covered in planks. Inmates would tend to fall inside, and often 
died. The Ustase encouraged this by either having internees separate the planks, or 
by physically drowning inmates inside. The pit would overflow during floods and 
rains, and was also drained into the lake, from which inmate drinking water was 
taken. The inmate’s rags and blankets were too thin to prevent exposure to frost, as 
was the shelter of the barracks. The clothes and blankets were rarely and poorly 
cleansed ...? 


Forced Labour 


Inmates had to daily perform some 11 hours of hard forced labour. Any inmate 
could be executed for the most trivial reasons, allegedly for ‘sabotaging labour’, and 
many perished from the hard work. Some of the UstaSe lashed inmates to work harder. 
Prisoner Danon Jakob described the situation: 


Every time we went to work, about thirty UstaSe guards would turn their rifle butts 
on anyone who would fall exhausted from faint or old age. We always had to go to 
work running. On labour detail there even worse sentences than getting beaten by 
rifle butts. Those who would stop, who couldn’t run, were murdered. The UstaSe 
guards were shooting at us prisoners shouting, ‘Faster, faster!’ They wounded 
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many. 
If any prisoner would try to rest and stop even for a second, an UstaSe bullet would 
kill him. I remember hearing Ljubo Milo’ tell the Usta8e guards that they 
shouldn’t shoot, because every single UstaSe had a knife, so they should slit the 
throat of any prisoner who didn’t want to work.! 


The Killings 
Various methods of slaughtering the victims were used at Jasenovac — these 
included: knives, wooden mallets, ‘skull crushers’, firearms, massacres, ‘the pit of 
death’, beating with a rifle butt, an iron peg being driven into the victim’s mouth, 
incineration alive in the kilns, gassing, drowning, or dying of thirst, starvation, or 
freezing to death. 


Exposure to the Elements 


Egon Berger explained how inmates died because the barracks let in rain, snow and 
wind: 


Every day, ten of us froze to death. We didn’t at that time have a place set apart for 
burial, so the corpses lay around everywhere, sometimes in great heaps.” 


Slashing and Drowning 
Egon also described how inmates were thrown half-dead into the Sava River: 


The selected victim, bound with wire, had to climb onto the Granik where 
the UstaSe, with a slash on the belly, threw him alive into the Sava. We were 
all terrified of that way of dying; it was crueller than the mallet. Death came 
more quickly under the mallet. 


Gassing 


Jasenovac also possessed a gas chamber where inmates were poisoned with 
sulphur dioxide and Zyklon B gas (cyanide). Misha Danon, a survivor, recounted: 


This room was sealed, so that not a breath of air or a beam of light could penetrate 
into it ... Here they killed children of three, five and seven years old, the children of 
Serbs and Jews, orphaned children.* 


Survivor Jakov Atijas confirmed: 


Many women and children were poisoned in special cells (closed rooms) with gas. 
The gravediggers had to carry out the corpses of those poisoned and either bury 
them in mass graves or throw them into the crematorium. 
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Incineration of the Living and the Dead 


In 1942, the UstaSe commenced living cremation at Jasenovac. The tile oven in the 
factory was converted into a crematorium where corpses as well as living victims were 
incinerated. It was divided into several ovens with a common chimney. Each oven 
could hold 40-50 people. These ovens swallowed up at least a thousand victims, 
especially women and children.' Survivor Jakov Atijas recalled: 


they threw the weak and the ill into the brick oven while they were still alive.” 
Revolvers 


Only selected individuals were killed by a shot in the back of the neck. The victim 
had to kneel with his hands bound with wire. Death usually came quickly, except for 
those shot by Franciscan Filipovi¢-Majstorovic — he shot at an angle to ‘torment the 
criminal a bit’— who took hours to die.* 


The Bell Tower 


Every few days the UstaSe organised mass hangings in front of the whole camp. 
Adolf Friedrich, a Jasenovac survivor, recorded that one day they singled out thirty 
prisoners and took them to the Zvonara (the Bell Tower). After fourteen days of 
terrible torture they were hanged in front of the entire camp. 


The ‘Bell Warehouse’ 


The ‘Bell Warehouse’ was an infamous building. It was only two metres long and 
three metres wide. It had originally been used by the UstaSe to store ruined bells stolen 
from Orthodox churches. Later the bells were taken away, and the building was 
transformed into a torture chamber that housed prisoners who were sentenced to die 
from starvation.° 


‘The Dike of Death’ 


The UstaSe intended to liquidate as many inmates as possible with the greatest 
possible privations: 


Even today there is a dike in Jasenovac that stretches from the Belgrade-Zagreb 
railway to the left bank of the Sava. It was built by inmates in the most difficult 
conditions, they stumbled and fell into the dike and were buried in it. That dike is 
today called ‘the Dike of Death’. It was reinforced with thousands of human 
skeletons.° 
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‘The Pit of Death’ 
‘The Pit of Death’ was a mass grave into which victims were thrown alive. 
The ‘Serb-cutter’ (‘Srbosjek’) 


A special knife was worn over the hand that was used by the UstaSe for the fast 
killing of inmates. This became known as a ‘Srbosjek’ (‘Serb-cutter’).!7 

On 29 August 1942, bets were made among the prison guards as to who could 
liquidate the largest number of inmates. One of the guards, Franciscan Petar Brzica, 
won the bet by reportedly cutting the throats of 1360 prisoners with a butcher’s knife. 
Brzica was a member of the Catholic Crusaders (KrizZari).>4 He gave new meaning to 
the word Crusader. 


The Tortures 


Various forms of torture were applied in Jasenovac. Finger and toe nails were 
pulled out with metal instruments, eyes were dug out with specially constructed hooks, 
people were blinded by having needles stuck in their eyes, flesh was cut and then 
salted. People were also flayed, had their noses, ears and tongues cut off with wire 
cutters, and had awls stuck in their hearts. Daughters were raped in front of their 
mothers; mothers were raped in front of their daughters; sons were tortured in front of 
their fathers. rape took place even in Christ’s churches. 

Even the Nazi generals were amazed at the horrors of Jasenovac. General Glaise 
von Horstenau, Hitler’s representative in Zagreb, wrote in his personal diary for 1942 
that the UstaSa camps in the NDH were ‘the epitome of horror’, and Arthur Hefner, a 
German transport officer, wrote of Jasenovac: 


Regardless of the propaganda, this is one of the most horrible of camps, which can 
only be compared to Dante’s Inferno.® 


Witness Duzemlic Milan spoke of other tortures: 


I remember seeing another incident involving several other prisoners. In 
December 1944, Luburié, Matkovic, Ljubo Milo, Stojcic and Kordic amused 
themselves by knocking down a 19-year old girl, Loncarevic Marica from Plesma. 
She was nude on the ground, they spread her legs and then crucified her on a table 
and burned her genitals with cigarettes, they shook off the ashes from their 
cigarettes. Once, during the liquidation of children in the camp, an UstaSe threw a 
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one-year old child in air, and the other Usta8e caught the child on a bayonet.! 
‘The Water Pit’ 


This was an underground tunnel surrounded by wire where prisoners were forced 
to crawl on their hands and knees. Adolf Friedrich described it: 


The prisoner had nowhere dry to sit or to stand. He could neither turn round nor 
stand upright. In such a position, a man would, after a few hours, collapse and fall 
into the water ... There were very few who survived these terrible tortures.” 


The Jasenovac Camp Commandants 
Friar Filipovic-Majstorovic (‘Father Satan’) 


From 10 June until October 1942, the Commandant of Jasenovac was Franciscan 
friar Filipovi¢-Majstorovi¢c. Together with Father Zvonko Brekalo, Father Z Lipovac, 
and Father Culina, they caused the death of over 30,000 men, women and children.* 
Filipovié was nicknamed by his troops ‘the glorious one’, and he ordered that little 
Serbian children be brought before him, so that he might slaughter them with the 
traditional UstaSe weapons — the knife and gun. He and Father Zvonimir Brekalo killed 
these children by cutting the neck. Several other outstanding criminals, including 
Antun Vrban, Jozo Stojci¢, Stipe Prpic, and Jerko Marici¢ were guards or 
commandants of the Camp. 

After the War, Filipovic-Majstorovic was tried as a war criminal, and admitted: 


During my tenure, 20,000 to 30,000 prisoners were liquidated in the Jasenovac 
camp according to my figures ... mainly Gypsies, Jews, and Serbs from the Kozara 
mountains ... Sometimes I participated in the liquidations ... I admit that I 
personally killed about 100 prisoners in the Jasenovac camp and in Stara 
Gradiska.* 


For his crimes, Fra Filipovi¢é-Majstorovic¢ was hanged in his friar’s robes. 
Dinko Ljubomir Sakié 

Sakié was a part of the panel of the ‘mobile martial-court’ that committed 
investigations by means of torture. At age 21, he arrived at Jasenovac riding a white 
horse, wearing a tailored black uniform with polished black boots and carrying a whip 
and a sub-machine gun.° He worked his way up to the position of Commander, a post 
he held for seven months in 1944. 

On 21 September 1944 he ordered a group-hanging during a camp ‘public 
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performance’.' Sakié also ordered the hanging of Dr Marin Jurcev, the manager of the 
UstaSe hospital. 

Sakié also commanded reprisal against inmates in June 1944, in light of the escape 
of Ivan Wollner, who played the orchestra for the Red Cross delegation, and feared for 
his life. He fled to Dubica, where the garrison caught him and beat him to death. After 
the retrieval of his body to the camp, a muster of the Jewish inmates was held in front 
of a machine-gun, during which 100 Jews, who lived in the same barracks with 
Wollner or played in the orchestra with him, were selected. By utilising a record called 
‘the directory’, Sakié himself selected 25 inmates to be taken to the ‘Zvonara’, where 
they were put in solitary, starved and tortured. He also committed many other atrocities 
at Jasenovac.” 

Sakié was extradited from Argentina in 1998, and was found guilty of killing more 
than 2000 Serbs, Jews and Roma at Jasenovac. Among other crimes, he ordered 
executions, did not treat the sick, worked inmates to death, starved and tortured some 
with a blowtorch, and hanged others — sometimes leaving them dangling for days. He 
personally shot at least four prisoners dead. 

In response to the verdict, Sakié clapped his hands and laughed in derision. 

At an interview he stated: 


I regret that we hadn’t done all that is imputed to us, for had we done that then, 
today Croatia wouldn’t have had problems, there wouldn’t have been people to 
write lies! 


For the hundredth time I have to say that there were no mass executions in 
Jasenovac. Considering the duration and the population of the camp, the death rate 
was natural and normal: at any time there were 3000 inmates in the camp ... 


If we shot people, we did it on the basis of the law. I only want to tell you that the 
legal state and the rule of law was functioning ... 


Iam proud of all I did. 
If I were offered the same duty today, I would accept it! 


In 2008, Saki¢ died in hospital at the Remetinec Prison in Novi Zagreb at the age of 
86. 

Predictably, at his funeral, Dominican priest Vjekoslav Lasi¢é stated that ‘every 
Croat should be proud of Saki¢é’s name’.4 


The End of Jasenovac 


In the final days of the war, the UstaSe commanders and guards blew up many of 
the installations and killed most of the internees, so that no trace of the camp would 
remain. 
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The camp was liberated on 2 May 1945 by units of the National Liberation Army 
of Yugoslavia. 

After the War, Marshall Josip Broz (a Croat) never visited the site, as he sought to 
make the people of Yugoslavia forget the UstaSa’s crimes.' In 1948, his regime 
demolished the crematorium and the remaining buildings, leaving virtually nothing 
remaining of the Jasenovac Camp.” 

Then, and subsequently, governments and the Catholic Church have attempted to 
have the horrendous crimes concealed. Historians have called Jasenovac ‘the dark 
secret of the Holocaust’ and ‘the suppressed chapter of Holocaust history’. Jasenovac 
is now located in the state of Croatia, whose government vandalised the site and 
refused to acknowledge the horrors that took place there. 


Jasenovac Memorial Park 


In 1968, a museum was built, and soon the Memorial Area Jasenovac-Donja 
Gradina was formed, which encompassed the entire area of the former Jasenovac 
Camp. This memorial functioned until the beginning of the Homeland War in 1991. 

Eventually, the Jasenovac Memorial Park was re-established — it is the largest 
graveyard in the Balkans — a testimony to the ruthlessness and barbarity of the Roman 
Catholics of the Independent State of Croatia. 

As of 2007, the names of 12,790 victims of the camp have been established. 


Public Institution Memorial Zone Donja Gradina 


After the breakup of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Donja Gradina 
and the sites on the right banks of the Una and Sava rivers remained in the Republic of 
Serbia/Bosnia and Herzegovina, while Jasenovac remained in the Republic of Croatia. 

Memorials in Medustrugovi and Uskocke Sume (Uskoci Woods) were erected at 
the locations of mass murders and executions of prisoners, especially during 1944, 
from Camp V at Stara Gradi8ka. 

In 1946, 967 victims were exhumed from four mass graves. The remains of 
identified victims were returned to the places whence they had been sent to the camp. 
The remains of unidentified victims were later buried in a common cemetery/ossuary 
in the Stara Gradiska Camp cemetery. This cemetery is marked with a memorial. The 
location of the mass graves is marked by a tablet fixed to a tree. 

About a thousand victims are buried in Medustrogovi Woods in one enormous 
mass grave. As the victims were thrown, naked and tangled together, into the pit, it was 
impossible to exhume and identify them.4 

A memorial area of Jasenovac, including Donja Gradina, was established in 1968. 


' Wikipedia ‘Jasenovac concentration camp’ (2009) 

2 http:/Avww.serbianna.com/columns/savich/007.shtml (2009) 

3 From the Brochure of the Jasenovac Research Institute, written by JRI Research Director, Professor Barry 
Lituchy, 2000. Source: http://srbskipatriotskifront.webs.com/enlightenment.htm (2009) 

4 http://www.jusp-jasenovac.hr/Default.aspx?sid=6782 (2011) 
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In November 1996, the national parliament of the Republic Srpska! enacted a law on 
the memorial area of Donja Gradina. There are nine burial grounds with 125 mass 
graves on the area of 156 hectares.” There are also remains of the ‘Soap factory’ where 
the UstaSe made soap out of prisoners’ bodies.* 

Besides grave fields with mass graves, in the inner area of Donja Gradina there is 
also the ‘Poplar of Death’. On that tree, the UstaSe subjected thousands of men, 
women and children to horrible tortures, before they were hanged in such a way that 
they would remain alive as long as possible. Unbearable screams and sighs were heard 
coming from the poplar — for this reason it was also known as the ‘Poplar of Sighs’.* 

The poplar tree blew down in a storm in 1978. It was then conserved, installed on 
iron pillars and today it represents one of the most authentic testimonies of the Catholic 
Croat-UstaSe crimes of genocide.>* 


Public Monument in Brooklyn 


In April 2005, the New York City Parks Department, the Holocaust Park 
Committee, and the Jasenovac Research Institute, with the help of US Congressman 
Anthony Weiner, established a public monument in Brooklyn to the victims of 
Jasenovac. It remains the only public monument to Jasenovac victims outside the 
Balkans. 


Jasenovac — Conclusion 


A circular letter sent by Ante Paveli¢ to all command positions refers to the 
‘assembly and operation of the Jasenovac Camp as having an unlimited capacity.’ This 
‘unlimited capacity’ resulted in many of the victims being swallowed by the cold 
waters of the Sava River, many were incinerated in the tireless crematoria, but a 
greater number of the murdered lay buried there at Jasenovac. Not surprisingly, 
therefore, Serbs refer to Jasenovac as the ‘biggest underground city in Croatia’.’ 

In Jerusalem, slabs are placed in the Hall of Reminiscences in “Yad Vashem, on 
which the names of the most notorious Nazi death camps are inscribed. In that Hall 
there is a special tablet with the name of the Jasenovac Camp. 

In 1985, Serbian Orthodox Patriarch German pleaded: 


Brothers, to forgive we must, because such is the Evangelical commandment, — 
but to forget, we cannot. Let the great-grandsons of our great-grandsons know that 


' Republika Srpska is one of the two political entities that represent a lower level of governance in the state of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

2 http://www.jerusalim.org/cd/gradina/index_en.html (2009) 

3 http:/Avww ,jerusalim.org/republikasrpska/?lang=en&s=rs_spomen_podrucje (2009) 

4 Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during 
World War II. p240 

> Brdar, Simo. ‘An introduction to Donja Gradina the largest execution site of the Jasenovac concentration 
camp’. Jasenovac Research Institute Quarterly (2005) Vol I. No 1. p9 

®  http://www.jerusalim.org/republikasrpska/?lang=en&s=rs_spomen_podrucje (2009) 
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this enormous concrete cross on the field of the concentration camp of Jasenovac 
is the witness of madness ...! 


The concrete cross no longer exists. However, there is now a Stone Flower 
monument to the victims of the Usta8a atrocities. It was designed by Bogdan 
Bogdanovic¢ and unveiled in 1966. 

It has been justifiably stated that: 


The essence of the UstaSa movement and its policies in the Roman Catholic 
Independent State of Croatia was embodied in the foundation of Jasenovac 
Concentration Camp. 


Jasenovac was a camp of death and a camp of evil.* It was ‘one of the most 
sinister killing fields that existed during World War II.”4 It became a symbol of 
genocide and mass extermination, an enduring symbol of man’s inhumanity to 
man.> 


Jasenovac stands as an example of the consequence of unbridled religious 
bigotry and fanaticism. Its history is a perpetual condemnation of the Catholic 
UstaSe of Croatia and of the institutional Roman Catholic Church. 


Synopsis 
Ethnic cleansing by the UstaSe was assisted by the operation of a large number 
of concentration camps. Croatia became ‘a land of concentration camps’. 


The most notorious concentration camps, where cruelty of unimaginable 
proportions was perpetrated against innocent prisoners, were at Pag and 
Jasenovac (the ‘Balkan Auschwitz’). 


Estimates of the number of persons murdered in the Jasenovac Concentration 
and Extermination Complex range between 77,000 and 100,000. At least 
20,000 children are estimated to have been eliminated there. 


Final Summations 


Over half a million innocent humans were assassinated by Catholics in homes, 
barns, churches, open spaces, and Catholic concentration camps. In the words of Dr 
Salvatore Loi: ° 


The crime, I repeat, was this: that someone had been born a Serb, and this was 
unforgivable ... Life in Croatia, if the contradiction be forgiven, was Death.’ 


' http://archive.serbianunity.net/kosta/ndh/ndh-inW W2.html (2009). The cross no longer exists. 

2 http://www.jusp-jasenovac.hr/Default.aspx?sid=6933 (2009) 

3 Ibid. 

4 Jovanovié, Vladislav, Yugoslav Ambassador to the United Nations. In: Jasenovac and the Holocaust: 
Analyses and Survivor Testimonies. p282 

> http://www.serbianna.com/columns/savich/007.shtml (2009) 

® Dr Salvatore Loi was an officer in the Italian occupation forces, and an eyewitness to the Croatian genocide 
of the Serbs. 
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These innocents are among the martyrs of the Eastern Orthodox Church, the Jewish 
faith, and the Romani people.! 
Simon Wiesenthal has emphasised that: 


The crimes of the fascist Ustashe against the Serbs in the notorious camp 
of Jasenovac must be known — crimes that are the worst ones along with 
those committed against the Jews in the Holocaust. 

Ultimate Responsibility 


These evils were performed with the full knowledge and implicit consent of both 
the Croatian Catholic hierarchy and the Holy See. 


' cf. Jasenovac and the Holocaust: Analyses and Survivor Testimonies. p liii 


6 — The Role of the Catholic Church 


There were more than 1000 Roman Catholic priests who were war 
criminals and who served under Archbishop Stepinac in Zagreb. Their 
service to Roman Catholic Christianity will remain a stain on the 
Christian faith. 


The Role of the Church in Initiating the Downfall of Yugoslavia and in the 
Creation of the Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia 


It is noteworthy that the systematic displacement of Christian Orthodoxy in the 
Balkans was initiated early in the twentieth century by the papacy, which: 


assigned that role to Austria, 1.e., the Habsburgs, who, as the outbreak of World 
War I showed, devoted themselves to their ‘religious’ and political imperialistic 
task with extraordinary enthusiasm. In this framework, a special mission was 
assigned to the fanatically Catholic Croatian people.” 


With respect to the Balkans before and during World War II, the Catholic Church 
profited from its dominant position in the region in order to guide ‘religious’ 
developments in the area in a direction ‘which will forever be counted among the most 
frightening pages of Church history’? 

That which happened in the NDH was a continuation of the classical epoch of the 
religious wars ‘which, in the High Middle Ages and finally in the Thirty Years War, 
bore their “best” fruit.’ The old spirit of religious bigotry, which it was believed had 
been transcended by the Enlightenment, was in fact still alive.4 

Long before the attack on Yugoslavia took place, the Holy See was initiating action. 
With the military destruction of Yugoslavia, it saw a splendid opportunity to 
compulsorily convert the Orthodox population in the Serbian areas and thereby realise 
a thousand-year-old wish of its foreign policy. 

From Usta8a documents that were published after the collaborator state of Croatia 
had been established, it is clear that the Holy See had given the Catholic Church of 
Croatia the assignment of supporting the fascist UstaSe in the setup of their secret 
organisation. This is clear from an article that appeared on 3 July 1941 in Ustasa Nr. 3 
on page 4 under the headline ‘The first UstaSa Troop’. It was reported that the Catholic 
ecclesiastical chancellery on Kaptol Nr. 4 was the place that served as an 
organisational meeting place for the first members of the UstaSa movement, namely, 
Marko Hranilovic, Matija Soldin, Mijo Babi¢é, and Zvonko Pospisil. Kaptol is the seat 
of the Roman Catholic archbishop of Zagreb; at that time of Archbishop Stepinac. In 
this article is the following description: 


' OrthodoxChristianity.net. http://www.orthodoxchristianity.net/forum/index.php?topic=3556.0;all (2009) 

2 Miller, Alfred. “Die ‘christlichen’ Massaker in Kroatien 1941 bis 1945”, Die Freigeistige Aktion, Hannover. 
No 11, Nov 1961. Source: Kosti¢, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p106 

3 Ibid. 

4 See, for example: Ibid. 
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The above-mentioned four UstaSe worked undercover and unnoticed by the public 
and prepared very carefully for the difficult battle. The historical ‘catacombs’ of 
the building on Capitol Nr. 4 were witness later to nocturnal meetings of a small 
group of people, the first active UstaSe, who after their day jobs in the workshops 
came there to hold discussions and prepare everything for the battle, which was 
known by no one in Croatia, and which was nevertheless to occur soon. ! 


The UstaSa erected a plate as a memorial to this Church chancellery, which was 
maintained until the liberation.” 

Alfred Miller, in his Die ‘christlichen’ Massaker in Kroatien 194] bis 1945 (The 
‘Christian’ massacre in Croatia 1941-1945), concluded that the mission of the Church 
was: 


under the glorious leadership of the Poglavnik, Dr Ante Paveli¢, to set up their 
exemplary Roman Catholic state, whose vocation it was to write one of the 
bloodiest pages in the history of the Church.’ 


The renowned historian on south-east Europe, Holm Sundhausen, in his Geschichte 
Jugoslawiens, 1918-1980 (The History of Yugoslavia, 1918-1980) confirmed that the 
Vatican carries the main responsibility for the massacres among the Orthodox 
population. And that it was, in fact, the Catholic Church that committed the crimes, 
‘while the Croatian fascists like compliant marionettes served as “front men” to 
conceal the identity of the real perpetrator.’ At the time of the takeover of Yugoslavia, 
the UstaSa party had only several hundred members, hence they would never have 
been in the position to control a country the size of the former West Germany for even 
one day. By contrast, the Catholic Church had excellent organisations that were fully 
utilised in Croatia, and ‘by means of which the bloody reign of terror was possible at 
all.”4 

With its priests and friars, the Church not only provided the leading cadre of the 
UstaSa fascists, but, by its various cultural associations it also recruited the new 
members to the UstaSa party, who were urgently needed for the “great task’ which was 
to be carried out.> 

After the liberation of Yugoslavia in 1945, the Government appointed a 
commission to investigate the crimes committed by the Axis invaders, by the UstaSe, 
and by other collaborators. This commission paid special attention to the question of 
how the high treason against the Kingdom of Yugoslavia had been prepared. The well- 
timed betrayal made it obvious that there had probably been close cooperation between 
the German Wehrmacht and the fifth column: 


' Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during 
World War IT. p51 

2 Tbid. 

3. Miller, Alfred. “Die ‘Christlichen’ Massaker in Kroatien 1941 bis 1945”, Die Freigeistige Aktion, No 11, 
Nov 1961. Source: Kosti¢, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p107 

4 Sundhausen, Holm. Geschichte Jugoslawiens, 1918-1980 

> Niemietz, Gotfried. ‘Foreword to the Second German Edition’ in: Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz 
and the Vatican: The Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during World War II. pp20-21 
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Careful investigation established the fact that from the time of the revival of the 
Ustashi terrorist organization in the late twenties the closest ties had existed 
between the Ustashi and sections of both the lower and higher Catholic clergy. The 
investigating commission found abundant evidence that the plot against 
Yugoslavia had been thoroughly prepared over a long period by Hitler and 
Mussolini, by their Ustashi agents and by influential representatives of the Roman 
Hierarchy in Yugoslavia. 


The whole plot was directed by responsible members of the Roman Hierarchy. 
Practical execution of the plan was channeled through ‘Catholic Action’ and its 
various affiliated organizations such as the “Great Brotherhood of Crusaders,’ the 
academic society Domagoj, the Catholic student association Mahnich, the ‘Great 
Sisterhood of Crusaders,’ and many others.!? 


The active participation of the Catholic Church in the crimes was confirmed: 


An overwhelming part of the evidence establishing the fact that treason and 
conspiracy were participated in by the Roman Hierarchy and parts of the lower 
clergy came from the culprits themselves. The investigating commission found 
thousands of printed reports, along with articles in both the official ecclesiastical 
press and the priest-controlled Catholic newspapers, which gave an impressive 
picture of the manner in which the crime was prepared. 


After the puppet state had been created they felt free to describe in jubilant articles 
how zealously members of the clergy had worked for Der Tag [The Day], how the 
monasteries had been used as clandestine headquarters for the illegal Ustashi 
movement, how they had been in constant contact with the plotters abroad, how 
they had organized the monks and the Catholic youth as ‘Crusaders’ for the 
coming uprising, and how they had endangered in many different ways the very 
existence of pre-war Yugoslavia.*> 


Catholic Action 


Catholic Action was the organising power for the UstaSa uprising. This was 


confirmed: 


In the issue of 27 April 1941, the editor of the Katolicki Tjednik® (Catholic 


Weekly), Monsignor Kralik, praised the accomplishments of Catholic Action. 


' Pavelié and a Group of Franciscans 


2 ‘The presidents and members of the directing bodies of these organizations were appointed by Archbishop 


Stepinac. They were in most cases well-known priests or secretly sworn members of the Ustashi ... This 
propaganda persuaded the faithful that it would be a good deed, in the highest interests of Croatia and the 


Catholic Church, to kill or convert the Serbs and to exterminate the Jews.’ (The Case of Archbishop Stepinac) 


3 Paveli¢ and a Group of Franciscans 

4 How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War II ‘The Case of 
Archbishop Stepinac’ 

> Paveli¢ and a Group of Franciscans. 


6 In 1922 Ivan Sarié, Archbishop of Sarajevo, started, and for a time, edited the weekly Nedjelja (Sunday), 


which was banned by the authorities of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. It was then renamed Kriz (The Cross) 


and finally renamed Katolicki Tjednik (Catholic Weekly). 
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In the 24 June 1941 issue of the Paveli¢ newspaper Hrvatski Narod (Croatian 
Nation) there was printed a speech that Paveli¢ delivered when he received the 
delegates of Catholic Action. He was quoted as saying: ‘In our political 
struggle it is certain that Catholic Action played an important role.”! 


In the clerical-fascist newspaper Hrvatska smotra (Croatian Review) 
(7 October 1943) by its publishing the treatise of Dr Ivo Guberina, referred to 
below. 


The Cruel Crusaders 


The main outlets for the political work of Catholic Action were the ‘Great 
Brotherhood of Crusaders’ and the ‘Great Sisterhood of Crusaders’. 

In the 1920s, the Catholic organisation ‘Orlovi’ was founded by Dr Ivan Merz. Its 
name was changed to Krizari (the Great Brotherhood of Crusaders). In 1941, Father 
Franjo Kralik, protégé of the Archbishop of Sarajevo, Ivan Sarié, wrote an article in 
Katolicki Tjednik praising the Krizari youth organisation as being in tune with the 
UstaSa movement and participating in the events that had led to the formation of the 
NDH a few weeks before. Priests who led the Crusaders, which had thousands of 
members, established military units within them, which were used as recruiting centres 
for the UstaSa military. 

The Brotherhood and the Sisterhood of the Crusaders were used as blinds for 
illegal activities of the outlawed UstaSa movement in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. 

Under the cover of alleged religious work, they inculcated (just like the Nazis) the 
spirits of Fascism, and of religious and racial hatreds in the youth. At meetings of these 
organisations, both Paveli¢ and the UstaSe were hailed as liberators of the Croat people. 
Hitler and Mussolini were praised. Hatred toward Serbs and Jews was spread; and 
Yugoslavia, Great Britain, the United States, and the USSR were attacked.” 

On 27 April 1941, the Catholic weekly Nedelja wrote about this military training in 
the field by the Crusaders. On 11 July 1943, it told of the military courses the 
Crusaders had at their camps, where they were training officers for future UstaSa 
formations. 

In February 1942, the periodical Krizar (Crusader) wrote that the Crusaders’ 
organisation was a place of refuge for Croatian youth from 1929 to 1934, and that 
through the Crusaders a large number of young men learned for the first time about the 
UstaSe predecessors, Ante Staréevi¢ and Eugen Kvaternik, about Ante Pavelic, and 
about the Lika uprising.’ 

Regular meetings were held in Pozega in 1940 under the fictitious name of “Mary’s 
Congregation” in the Crusaders’ home. These meetings were attended by Priest Franjo 


' http://www.tenc.net/croatia/stepinac2.htm (2009) 

2 Paveli¢ and a Group of Franciscans 

3 Tbid. 

4 In November 1932, ten UstaSe led by Andrija Artukovié, supported by four local sympathisers, attacked a 
gendarme outpost at BruSani in the Lika/Velebit area. The attack failed. The incident has sometimes been 
termed ‘the Lika Uprising’. 
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Pipinic, who later helped organise the disarming of the Yugoslav Army. 

When the Kingdom of Yugoslavia collapsed, many members of the Crusaders and 
affiliated organisations assumed important functions in the UstaSa state. From the first 
day of war, the Crusaders put themselves solidly behind Ante Paveli¢. Nedelja of 
27 April 1941 carried an article entitled ‘The Crusaders Extend Greetings to the 
Croatian State and its Poglavnik’. It read, in part: 


The Great Brotherhood of the Crusaders has sent through the UstaSa army 
chaplain, Dr Ivo Guberina, and through Monsignors Cvitanovié and Vitezic, the 
following greetings to the Poglavnik: 


Our rejoicing and happiness is indescribable over the fact, to greet in the name 
of the Great Brotherhood of the Crusaders and of the entire Crusader 
organisation our Poglavnik, the liberator of the Croatian people, the founder 
and chief of the Independent State of Croatia. Raised in the spirit of radical 
Catholicism, which knows no compromises so far as principles are concerned, 
they never knew what it meant to give in and abandon any part of the 
programme of Croatian nationalism. 


Chieftain! The Crusaders greet you and express to you their great love and 
devotion. May the Almighty bestow on you and on our state His blessings in 
abundance, and the Crusaders will continue to build immortal souls for God 
and unbreakable characters for the Croatian people. God is alive! For the 
Fatherland we are ready!! 


The real work of the Crusader organisation in pre-war Yugoslavia was revealed by 
Monsignor Beluhan. He visited Paveli¢ with a group of Crusader officers on 1 June 
1941, and made the following statement: 


Chieftain! The Croat men and women Crusaders have begun their struggle for 
the souls of Croat youth in a time when the last Serbian tyranny has fallen upon 
the Croat people. While you, our chief, shook the foundations of bloody 
Yugoslavia with your hard work, sacrifice and persevering struggle from abroad, 
we visited the villages and towns of all parts of Yugoslavia and aroused faith and 
strengthened hope in the souls of our youth. (Nedelja 29 June 1941) 


The Crusader organisation was centrally directed from Zagreb. Archbishop Alojzije 
Stepinac personally confirmed the choice of its leaders. For its president, he selected 
the widely-known fascist Dr Feliks Niedzielski, and as first curate and vice-president 
he appointed Monsignor Milan Beluhan. After establishment of the NDH, Dr 
Niedzielski became a high Usta§Sa official in Bosnia. 

Alojzije Stepinac was well acquainted with the activities of the Crusaders. A fter its 
annual convention in 1942, he received its leaders and told them: 


' Pavelié and a Group of Franciscans 
2 Ibid. 
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The history of the Crusader organisation is well known to me. Let today’s 
convention be an inspiration for your work and at the same time proof of the 
widespread and active nature of your organisation. (Nedelja, 18 October 1942)! 


The militarism of the Crusaders became evident during the Nazi and Italian assault 
on Yugoslavia. The Crusaders attacked, and wherever possible, disarmed units of the 
Yugoslav Army, and simultaneously formed the nuclei of the first UstaSa military units. 
In the massacres that began a little later, the Crusaders were outstanding for their 
cruelty. 

Nedelja, in its issue of 10 August 1941, announced that Father Grga Peinovic, 
Director of the Brotherhood of the Crusaders, was appointed President of the UstaSa 
Central Propaganda Office.* Nedelja also reported that many persons trained in the 
Crusader organisation were now occupying high positions in the Usta§a state. 

Father Franjo Kralik, protégé of Ivan Sarié, the Archbishop of Sarajevo, wrote an 
article in Katolicki Tjednik praising the Great Brotherhood of Crusaders’ youth 
organisation as being in tune with the UstaSa movement and participating in the events 
that had led to the formation of the NDH a few weeks before. 


Other Catholic Organisations 


The dissemination of UstaSa propaganda in pre-war Yugoslavia was also carried 
out by other Catholic organisations, among which the Congregation of Mary (Marijina 
Kongregacija) and the Domagoj Catholic University Society (Sveucilisno Katoli¢ko 
drustvo Domagoj) were most prominent. They all worked within the framework of 
Catholic Action, which was directed by Archbishop Stepinac.* 

In these endeavours, the Usta8e were morally physically and _ financially 
encouraged and supported by the Church: 


Behind these activities were priests, monks and bishops. 
Monasteries were used as clandestine venues. 


The priesthood in Croatia, Herzegovina, and Dalmatia frequently convened 
‘Eucharistic Congresses’ for extremist political purposes — such as the ‘Mary’s 
Congregation’ in Pozega in 1940. 


Many of the terrorist movements were affiliated with Catholic organisations 
under the direct supervision of Catholic Action. For example: 


the Great Brotherhood of Crusaders (540 societies and 30,000 members); 
the Great Sisterhood of Crusaders (452 societies and 19,000 members); 
the Catholic Student Association, Mahnic; 


' Pavelié and a Group of Franciscans 

2 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. Ch 6. ‘Christ and the Ustashi march together’ 

3 http://pavelic-papers.com/documents/ndhnews/ndhn0003.html (2009) 

4 Pavelic and a Group of Franciscans 
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the Domagoj Catholic University Society; 
and many others.!2 
Ecclesiastics 


The Church, via its priests, nuns, Franciscans, and the laypersons and clergy of 
Catholic Action and the Brotherhood of the Cross, was the central player in the tragedy 
of the NDH. 


The Catholic clergy systematically prepared for the coming uprising. Their 
professed plan was to destroy Yugoslavia and all possibility of Serbo-Croat unity, and 
to create Independent Croatia as a clerical-fascist state. For example, Hrvatski Narod 
of 25 April 1941 wrote that as early as 1925, young priests in Dubrovnik propagated 
the Croatian nationalist programme, calling for complete separation from Serbia. 

The first meeting of the UstaSa, early in 1929 (twelve years before the attack on 
Yugoslavia), was held in the canon’s house (kurija), across the street from the 
Archbishop’s residence on the Kaptol in Zagreb. When the UstaSa came to power in 
1941, a plaque was placed there in memory of the meeting.‘ 

The War Crimes Commission found ample evidence that in pre-war Yugoslavia 
many churches and monasteries had served as secret meeting places for the illegal 
UstaSa. The meetings of the leaders of the UstaSa movement in Yugoslavia and of 
Paveli¢’s delegates from Italy and Germany were held in the Franciscan monastery in 
Cuntié. One of the most important centres for the dissemination of Ustasa propaganda 
was the Franciscan monastery at Siroki Brijeg in Herzegovina, where, according to 
Hrvatski Narod of 4 June 1941, the Franciscan cleric Dr Radoslav Glavas founded a 
secret Usta8a organisation among high school boys.° 

Many of the priests of the Brotherhood of Crusaders and of Catholic Action took or 
gave military training, or were officers of the UstaSa units, for example, Fr Radoslav 
Cilavas, a Franciscan monk, and Chaplain Ivan Miletié.®’ 

Many priests organised UstaSa groups. For example, Honorary Canon Ivan Mikan 
was the main organiser of illegal UstaSa activity in Ogulin, where he was priest. 
Hrvatski Narod, No. 67, 1941, reported that secret meetings of UstaSa leaders were 
held for years in the parish house of Vilim Cecelja, priest from Kustosija, near Zagreb. 

The objective of all these activities was the spreading of fascist ideology. 
Accordingly, the laity was told that it would be in the highest interests of Croatia and 


' Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican ’s Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. Ch 3. “The Birth of a Monster: The Independent Catholic State of Croatia’ 

2 How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World Wa I 

3 Kaptol is a part of Zagreb in the upper town, and is the seat of the Roman Catholic archbishop of Zagreb. 
Alojzije Stepinac became Archbishop of Zagreb in 1937. 

4 How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War IT 

> Paveli¢ and a Group of Franciscans. Not so dissimilar to Hitler Youth. 

6 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican's Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. Ch 3. “The Birth of a Monster: The Independent Catholic State of Croatia’ 

7 How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War IT 
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the Catholic Church to kill or convert the Serbs and exterminate the Jews.! Writing in 
response to new racial laws against the Jews, the Archbishop of Sarajevo, Ivan Sari¢, 
declared: 


There exists limits to love. The movement for ridding the world of Jews is a 
movement for restoring human dignity. Almighty God stands behind this 
movement.” 


The Catholic Bishops of Banja Luka? and Dakovo made similar public statements. 
The Croatian Academic Catholic Society also published a brochure in 1941 entitled 
Why Do They Persecute Jews In Germany?. It explained that Hitler was to be praised 
for eliminating the Jews because he was defending the German people, and merely 
righting the wrongs of the past.* 

The Jesuit priest Dr Dragutin Kamber was the Usta8a commandant for Doboj. 
There he ordered the killing of 300 Orthodox Serbs and the court martial of 250 more, 
most of whom were shot.> In the March 1942 issue of the official organ of the 
Archbishopric of Sarajevo he wrote that it was: 


superfluous to emphasise the fact that the Croatian Roman Catholic priests are 
profoundly happy in having their independent state; their enormous majority 
belonged to that spearhead which was preparing the arrival of Independent 
Croatia.® 


Priests abused their ecclesiastic privileges by maintaining contacts between the 
UstaSe exiles in Italy and the fatherland. This was reported in Katolicki List on 7 May 
1941. It stated that Paveli¢ granted an audience to a committee of the assembly of the 
Zagreb Spiritual Youth. He told this group that during ‘his most difficult days he 
received the greatest amount of help and understanding from the young monks, 
especially from Herzegovina.’’ 

Nova Hrvatska of 1 June 1941, wrote that the Canon in Ogulin, Ivan Mikan, was in 
closest cooperation with Dr Lovro Su8i¢, Secretary of the UstaSa movement, and that 
he had been preparing the people for the establishment of Croatian independence. As 
an uncompromising nationalist, Mikan welcomed Paveli¢’s Independent Croatia 
enthusiastically and proudly.® 


' How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War II 

2 Lituchy, Barry. What Is The Vatican Hiding? The Vatican's Complicity in Genocide in Fascist Croatia: The 
Suppressed Chapter of Holocaust History 

3 Banja Luka is the largest and most developed city in Republika Srpska. Republika Srpska is one of the two 
political entities that represent a lower level of governance in the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

4 Bulaji¢, Milan. The Role of the Vatican in the Break-Up of the Yugoslav State. pp129-30. Source: Lituchy, 
Barry. What Is The Vatican Hiding? The Vatican’ Complicity in Genocide in Fascist Croatia: The 
Suppressed Chapter of Holocaust History 

5 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican's Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. Ch 7. ‘Catholic Friars, Priests, Executioners, Bishops and Murderers’ 

® Pavelié and a Group of Franciscans 

7 Ibid. 
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Priests held positions of great trust in the UstaSa. Many acted as couriers between 
the various UstaSa groups. Others went still further, and, on their official trips abroad, 
carried messages from the UstaSa in Yugoslavia to Pavelié in Italy. Dr Branimir 
Zupancié,' a priest from Bosanska Gradi’ka, on a trip through Italy, met Pavelié in 
1938. Zupancié stated that an Italian priest made it possible for him to meet Paveli¢ in 
the sacristy of the Italian’s church. This statement is confirmed by an article in Hrvatski 
Narod of 30 August 1941, describing an interview in which Zupanti¢ gave details of 
this meeting.” 

Nuns were active in the field. Before the establishment of the Independent State of 
Croatia, convents were hiding places for UstaSe terrorists, concealed UstaSa presses 
and were depositories of UstaSa subversive literature and even of hand grenades, guns 
and dynamite.? Nuns marched in military parades with their arms raised in the fascist 
salute, and abbesses were decorated with the UstaSa order. Nuns also participated in 
more deadly pursuits. For example, in the infamous Stara Gradiska Concentration 
Camp, nuns poisoned masses of children who died in terrible agony.* 


Catholics were urged from the pulpits to persecute Orthodox Serbs, and especially 
strenuous in this were the Franciscans, whose monasteries served for a long time as 
meeting grounds for the UstaSe. Franciscan monks had key roles in nearly every aspect 
of the UstaSa’s activities; they ‘launched a campaign of forced conversion,”> and 
together with priests, were conspicuous in the massacres. 

Consequently, it has been stated that there was an ‘extraordinary involvement of 
Catholic clergy in the massacre of the Serbs’. Catholic clergy approved, led, or failed 
to denounce these massacres. Literally hundreds of Catholic clerics took part in 
murders and massacres. Many of them were personally decorated by Ante Paveli¢. The 
Italian fascist journalist Corrado Zolle wrote ‘There are bands of murderers who were 
led and who are still led by Catholic priests and monks.’ 


The processes of killing and expelling were assisted by the operation of a large 
number of concentration camps. Croatia became ‘a land of concentration camps’. The 
most notorious of these, where cruelty of unimaginable proportions was perpetrated 
against innocent prisoners, were at Pag and Jasenovac (the ‘Balkan Auschwitz’). At 
least 20,000 children were eliminated at Jasenovac. 


Nearly half of the concentration camps in the NDH were headed by Catholic 


' «Slaughter of the Serbs in Bosanska Gradiska was organized by priest Dr Branimir Zupanci¢. As an Ustashi 
before the fall of Yugoslavia and a personal friend of Ante Pavelic, his words were decisive at the meeting at 
which the decision was reached to kill the Serbs. By his command in the village of Ragolje alone, more than 
400 men, women and children had their throats cut.’ 

2 How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War II. ‘The Case of 
Archbishop Stepinac’ 

3 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican's Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 

massacre of the 20th century. Ch 5. “The triumph of terrorism’ 

Refer to Chapter 10 for details of the diabolical action of the nuns. 
> Lampe, John R. Yugoslavia a History: Twice There was a Country. p207 
® Johnstone, Diana. Fool's Crusade: Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions. p149 
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priests. The barbarity of some of these ecclesiastics is almost beyond belief. As an 
example, Franciscan Petar Brzica was nominated ‘King of the Cut-throats’ in 
Jasenovac. 


The Holy See dismissed the Croatian massacres and genocides against Orthodox 
Serbs and Jews as ‘teething troubles of a new regime.’! However, ‘it is impossible to 
imagine that Stepinac and the Vatican did not know that the Ustasha murders 
amounted to genocide.” Indeed, ‘the Vatican provided more support for Croatia’s 
policies of genocide than even Mussolini had been willing to offer.’ 


The Role of the Church in the Genocide 


Nazi Germany made extensive use of Catholics as quislings, as police ministers, 
and as operatives during the genocides in its occupied territories. 

Genocide is a learned activity that requires a social infrastructure to implement it. 
Taken as a whole, the policy and role of the Holy See and its quislings contributed 
significantly to the execution of the Croatian Genocide. 

Matthew Feldman at Teesside University, an expert on fascist ideology, entitled his 
essay: The Holocaust in The Independent State of Croatia: Genocide between Political 
Religion and Religious Politics> This title succinctly summarises the joint undertaking 
by the Catholic Church and Croatian patriotism to eliminate Orthodox Serbs, Jews and 
Roma in Croatia during World War II. 

The historical record reveals that the Independent State of Croatia ‘turned a racist- 
religious policy into one of its main hinges and based itself on the thousand-year-old 
tradition of intimate alliance with the Church of Rome.”* The Croatian historian Ivan 
Muzic pointed out the Holy See welcomed the chance to expand eastward and bring 
Orthodox ‘schismatics’ into union with the papacy. Conversion of the Eastern 
Orthodox was official Vatican policy.° 

In Croatia, Catholic laity, religious organisations, and _ religious/paramilitary 
organisations were central to the implementation of appropriation, persecution, and 
mass liquidation.° In The Real ODESSA: How Peron Brought the Nazi War Criminals 
to Argentina, the researcher Uki Goni found that the UstaSa regime was led by deeply 
religious Catholics who “employed medieval methods’ in implementing their goal of a 
racially pure Catholic state.’ 

Savo DelibaSi¢ noted that UstaSe psychopaths were seriously obsessed with 
killing.® 


' Msgr Domenico Tardini of the Vatican state secretariat. (Encyclopedia of the Holocaust. Vol 1. p328) 


2 Phayer, Michael. The Catholic Church and the Holocaust, 1930-1965. p38 

3 Guest Publication (29/8/2008). http://www. holocaustresearchproject.org/essays&editorials/croation 
holocaust.html (2012) 

4 Source: Kosti¢, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p231 

> Quoted in: Perica, Vjekoslav. Balkan idols: religion and nationalism in Yugoslav states. p18 

° See, for example: Simpson, Christopher. ‘Jasenovac, the Ratlines, and the Early Cold War’. Source: 
Jasenovac and the Holocaust: Analyses and Survivor Testimonies. p110 

7 Goiti, Uki. The Real ODESSA: How Peron Brought the Nazi War Criminals to Argentina. p200 

8 Delibadié, Savo. ‘Varieties of Psychopathological Behavior among the Ustashe at Jasenovac.’ Source: 
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Gottfried Niemietz, an editor for the respected publisher Ahriman-Verlag, referred 
to the ‘leading role played by the Catholic Church in the slaughters’.! Susan Headden, 
Dana Hawkins, and Jason Vest, in their book 4 Vow of Silence, stated that it is a matter 
of historical record that the Croatian Roman Catholic Church was closely entangled 
with the UstaSe.” 

Most of the UstaSe were Catholics;? but a major proportion of Bosnian Muslims 
also became UstaSe ‘and participated very actively in the massacre of the Serbs ...”4 

The Italian journalist Alfio Russo published a book entitled Rivoluzione in 
Jugoslavia (Revolution in Yugoslavia).> He described the Ustaie as a: 


Jesuitical company of Croatian nationalists ... They are arbiters of public and 
private life. If someone is accused of having bad thoughts about Ustashi, his fate is 
sealed: prison or death ... Neither the fascists nor the Nazis have even a remote 
similarity to the ‘Ustashi’, who are an absolutely unique species. Their commander 
is Eugen Kvaternik, the Ignazio Loyola® of Ustashism. 


At the very beginning, in its inaugural radio address to the nation on 11 April 1941, 
the new clerical-fascist government of the NDH instructed the people to apply to their 
local priest for further instructions, thereby indicating that the take-over was planned in 
advance with the complete knowledge of the Church’s hierarchy.’ 

Borislav Andelinovic, a Croatian politician, stated on 23 December 1941: 


Catholic clergymen ... were in fact often the leaders of Pavelic’s bandits’ bloody 
orgies. For a long time the politics of Paveli¢’s government and the Catholic 
Church were identical, which greatly influenced the then present day Catholic 
bishopric with Stepinac at its head ... innocent people are being slaughtered ... even 
their clergy is involved, and they do not raise a voice of protest.® 


The sacerdotal mentality behind the atrocities was summed up in the clerical-fascist 
newspaper Hrvatska smotra (Croatian Review) (Zagreb, 7 October 1943) by its 
publishing a treatise of Dr Ivo Guberina, a priest, a doctor of theology, a leader of 


Jasenovac and the Holocaust: Analyses and Survivor Testimonies. p232 

' Niemietz, Gottfried. ‘Foreword to the First German Edition’, in: Dedijer, Viadimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz 

and the Vatican: The Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during World War II. p23 

2 Headden, Susan, Dana Hawkins, and Jason Vest. A Vow of Silence: Did Gold Stolen by Croatian Fascists 

Reach the Vatican? Source: http://www.reformation.org/usnews.html (2005) 

3 See, for example: Kosti¢, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p33 

4 Morse, Chuck. The Nazi Connection to Islamic Terrorism: Adolf Hitler and Haj Amin Al-Husseini. p77 

> Source: Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p212 

° Heinrich Himmler was the commander of the Nazi SS, and was second only to Hitler. He purposely 

constructed the SS on Jesuit principles, by carefully copying the service statutes and spiritual exercises 
introduced by Saint Ignatius Loyola, the founder of the Jesuit Order. Adolf Hitler said of Himmler ‘I can see 
Himmler as our Ignatius of Loyola.’ The extremely dark Ignatius appears in many places in this 
encyclopaedia. He has been named one of the 25 most evil people of all time (http://one-evil.org/content/ 
people_16c_loyola.html (2013)) 

7 Falconi, Carlo. The Silence of Pius XII. pp294-96. Source: Lituchy, Barry. What Is The Vatican Hiding? The 
Vatican's Complicity in Genocide in Fascist Croatia: The Suppressed Chapter of Holocaust History. http:// 
www.ccg.org/_domain/holocaustrevealed.org/Church/Vatican_Hiding.htm (2009) 
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Catholic Action, and also captain in Pavelic’s bodyguard. He explained the necessity 
and practicality of eradicating the Serbs or converting them to Catholicism, and cited 
apposite Catholic ‘morality’: 


It is the natural right of the Croatian state and of the Croatian people to cure its 
organism of this poison [Orthodox Serbs]. The UstaSa movement has assumed this 
task. It uses methods that any doctor would use to cure the organism: where it is 
required, he performs the necessary operations. 


The UstaSa movement would most prefer these heterogeneous and now hostile 
elements to be quietly but voluntarily assimilated or to remove the entire poison 
from the organism (i.e., to resettle them into their mother land). But when such 
elements cannot be assimilated [that is, forced to convert to Catholicism] but 
choose to stay in the organism in order to destroy it with their ‘Fifth Column’, or, 
even worse, to carry on an armed battle, then they are opponents to all principles 
of Catholic morality, and the state of Croatia has the right to annihilate these 
opponents even with the sword. 


Then, Fr Guberina brought in the Catholic concept of Natural Law! as validation: 


These are principles on which even natural law depends, and therefore every 
Catholic is duty bound by his conscience to carry them out and to see to it that they 
are converted into action as the UstaSe have undertaken under present 
circumstances, to look after their execution in Croatia. Anyone who chooses to 
stand in the way is not aware of his Catholic calling ... Under these circumstances, 
it is a sin against the creator to stand by inactively in the fateful battle ... The 
opportunity has come to the Croatian Catholics to show what great defenders of 
God they are ... It is the duty of every Catholic to do anything to further the 
essence and the goodness in the Usta8a movement ... It is a religious obligation to 
support the Usta8a movement ... The Church is pleased when the follower fights 
consciously in the ranks of the UstaSa movement, which according to its tradition 
and leadership, but especially in its programme strives for that social and political 
condition in which the Church can exercise its mission freely.” 


Professor Helen Fein, in her work Accounting for Genocide — Victims and 
Survivors of the Holocaust, recorded that: 


Nonpartisan sources agree that mass genocide was authorized by the state of 
Croatia. They concur that the state instigated, planned, and executed massacres 


' This Catholic natural law is an ecclesiastic invention that assumes, as a postulate or axiom, the existence of a 
law whose content is set by nature and that therefore has validity everywhere. The concept is fluid, malleable, 
and is adaptive to any situation in which the Church has chosen to become involved. For example, in 1829 
Pope Leo XII forbad vaccination against smallpox during an epidemic, because he had faith that the disease 
was a punishment from God, and that vaccination was ‘against the natural law’.. 

? Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during 
World War II. pp136-38 
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against the Serbian Orthodox minority ... and that the Catholic clergy approved, 
led, or failed to denounce these massacres.! 


Additionally, Diana Johnstone, the widely-published essayist and columnist, wrote 
of: 


the extraordinary involvement of Catholic clergy in the massacre of the Serbs.” 


This was confirmed by Vittorio Gorresio, the Italian journalist, in his study entitled 
‘La guerra dei poveri’ (‘The War of the Poor’). There, he stated that “a great part of the 
Catholic clergy placed themselves in the service of Pavelic.’? 

Ladislaus Hory and Martin Broszat in their book Der Kroatische Ustasha-Staat, 
1941-1945 (The Croatian Ustasa-State, 1941-1945) referred to: 


The powerful influence wielded by Catholic priests, Franciscan friars, and laymen 
and clergy of the Catholic Action and the Brotherhood of the Cross, and the 
influential posts they occupied ...* 


And, in his book, 6 mal Jugoslawien, 1 mal Albanien (Panoramen der modernen 
Welt), Klaus Liebe confirmed the barbarity of the UstaSe: 


The Ustashi did not lag behind their predecessors in medieval barbarism. It is 
interesting, and it needs to be emphasised, that as far as the gruesomeness and 
bestiality of their methods were concerned, they had even outdone the Turks. The 
Ottomans, who introduced Islam in Bosnia, nevertheless did it with respect toward 
the religion of those they sought to convert. But under the Ustashi, with whose 
bloody campaign a part of the Catholic clergy became identified while another, 
much greater part, did not see the urgency of disassociating themselves, the Serbs 
were not afflicted with such simple burdens as having to pay additional taxes for 
being Orthodox. 


Either become Catholic, or die. This persecution of the Serbs by the Ustashi, 
following the rules of medieval religious wars, cost the lives of hundreds of 
thousands ...° 


Synopsis 
The Role of the Church in Initiating the Downfall of Yugoslavia and in the Creation 
of the Roman Catholic NDH 


The plot against Yugoslavia and its overthrow was thoroughly prepared over a 
long period by Hitler and Mussolini, by their UstaSa agents, and by influential 


' Fein, Helen. Accounting for Genocide — Victims and Survivors of the Holocaust. p103. Quoted in: Mitchell, 
Ruth. The Serbs choose war. Source: http://www.srpska-mreza.com/History/ww2/book/ Mitchell.html (2008) 
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4 Hory, Ladislaus & Martin Broszat. Der Kroatische Ustascha-Staat, 1941-1945. p94. Source: Kostié, Lazo M. 
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representatives of the Roman Catholic hierarchy in Yugoslavia. 


The Church both provided the leading cadre of the UstaSa fascists and also 
recruited the new members to the UstaSa party. The closest ties existed between 
the UstaSa and sections of both the lower and higher Catholic clergy. 


Catholic Action was the organising power for the UstaSa uprising. Its main 
outlets for its political work included the Catholic Student Association, Mahnic, 
the Domagoj Catholic University Society, and particularly the ‘Great 
Brotherhood of Crusaders’ and the ‘Great Sisterhood of Crusaders’. 


The Crusader organisation was centrally directed from Zagreb, where 
Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac personally confirmed the choice of its leaders. In 
the massacres that began a little later, the Crusaders were outstanding for their 
cruelty. 


The Catholic clergy systematically prepared for the coming uprising, and many 
churches and monasteries served as secret meeting places for the illegal UstaSa. 


Catholic Clerics joined in the destruction of the former Yugoslavia, while others 
saw active service in the UstaSa Army. 


The Role of the Church in the Genocides 


Genocide is a learned activity that requires a social infrastructure for its 
implementation. 


In Croatia, Catholic laity, religious organisations and religious/paramilitary 
organisations provided this social infrastructure that was central to the execution 
of appropriation, persecution, and mass liquidation in the NDH. 


The NDH was a clerical-fascist state, with Ante Paveli¢ as its fiihrer. It was based 
on the thousand-year-old tradition of intimate alliance with the Catholic Church, 
whose policy and role contributed significantly to the implementation of the 
Croatian Genocide. Accordingly, for a long time the politics of Pavelic’s 
government and the Roman Catholic Church were identical. 


The objective was the spreading of clerical-fascist ideology. Accordingly, the 
laity were told that it would be in the highest interests of Croatia and the Catholic 
Church to kill or convert the Serbs and exterminate the Jews. 


The Catholic Church — via its priests and friars, and the laymen and clergy of 
Catholic Action and the Brotherhood of the Cross — was the central player in the 
tragedy of the NDH. Consequently, there was an ‘extraordinary involvement of 
Catholic clergy in the massacre of the Serbs’. 


Catholic clergy approved, led, or failed to denounce these massacres. Literally 
hundreds of Catholic clerics took part in murders and massacres. 


The UstaSa regime was led by deeply religious Catholics who ‘employed 
medieval methods’ in implementing their goal of a racially pure, Catholic state. 
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Most of the UstaSe were Catholics. However a major proportion of Bosnian 
Muslims also became UstaSe ‘and participated very actively in the massacre of 
the Serbs ...’ 


The Need to Remember 


It is imperative that the world honour the victims’ memory, for the sake of those 
who suffered in the past and to ensure that future generations will never know 
such horrific atrocities.! In the words of Avro Manhattan: 


The Catholic Independent State of Croatia was an example of the Catholic 
Church’s ideal society. It serves as a warning to all freedom loving peoples. 


The Role of the Holy See 


Long before the attack on Yugoslavia took place, the Holy See was initiating 
action. With the military destruction of Yugoslavia, it saw a splendid opportunity 
to compulsorily convert the Orthodox population in the Serbian areas and thereby 
realise a thousand-year-old foreign policy wish. 


The Holy See carries the main responsibility for the massacres of the orthodox 
population. It was the Catholic Church that committed the crimes, ‘while the 
Croatian fascists like compliant marionettes served as “front men” to conceal the 
identity of the real perpetrator.’ 


‘Pius XII said and did nothing when the Catholic regime in Croatia was 
slaughtering Jews and he said nothing after Jews were deported to their deaths.’ 


Those Catholics who participated in the Croatian genocides and other atrocities, 
having been ‘chosen out of the world’ by Christ, reflect the deplorable ethical 
status of ‘the Divinely appointed teacher of revealed truth’, the Catholic Church 
and its governance, the Holy See.* 


Final Summation 


The Croats under the glorious leadership of their leader Dr Ante Paveli¢ ‘set up 
their exemplary Catholic state, whose vocation it was to write one of the bloodiest 
pages in the history of the Church.’ 

The one true Christian was Bishop Mi8i¢ of Mostar-Duvno — he called the murders 
a ‘reign of slaughter’ in 1941. His voice went unheeded. He was the only known 
Catholic bishop to have protested against the persecution and forced conversion of the 


' See, for example: ‘Proclamation of the Office of Mayor of the City of New York’. Source: Jasenovac 
Research Institute Quarterly (2005) Vol I. No 2. p4 

2 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
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4 The Catholic Encyclopedia records that in a ‘canonical and diplomatic sense, the term [Holy See, a 
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Eastern Orthodox — all the rest remained silent, compliant, and culpable.! 


Notwithstanding their intense involvement, there is no known evidence of a single 
member of the Catholic priesthood ever being called to account by the Church; nor 
was a Single priest, friar, monk or nun ever punished, defrocked or excommunicated 
for their atrocities committed in the Independent State of Croatia. 

The Holy See was the ultimate driving force behind the massacres of the Orthodox 
population. Yet, it has continued to maintain its silence on its role in these horrendous 
events. 

‘Qui tacet consentit’ is component of Catholic moral theology. This ancient 
principle applied during the Croatian genocides, as it does today: ‘silence presumes 
consent’. Thereby is the Holy See condemned. 


' Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p113 


7 — Ecclesiastic Hierarchy — Aloyjzije Viktor Stepinac 


He who passively accepts evil is as much involved in it as he who helps 
to perpetrate it. He who accepts evil without protesting against it is really 
cooperating with it. Martin Luther King Jr 


In his book God and the Fascists: The Vatican Alliance with Mussolini, Franco, 
Hitler, and Pavelic, Dr Karlheinz Deschner showed that ‘the Catholic hierarchy 
systematically supported all the Fascist states from their beginnings and therefore carry 
a great responsibility for the deaths of sixty million people.’! Dr Djuro M Radojevié, 
on reviewing the evidence in the book Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’, 
referred to ‘the shameful role of the Croatian Catholic hierarchy’.* Robert Lee Wolff, 
Professor of History at Harvard stated that it is ‘a historic fact that certain members of 
the Croat Catholic hierarchy ... endorsed the butchery’. 

Aloyjzije Stepinac was the spiritual adviser of the clerical-fascist State of Croatia. 
He symbolised ‘exclusivist’ Croatian nationalism.4| The Washington Post of 11 
September 1994 recorded that Cardinal Stepinac, as he later became,° 


according to European diplomats, was the most compromised hierarch of the 
Roman Catholic clergy in the Nazi occupied Europe.® 


Pre-War 


Aloyjzije Stepinac was a Yugoslav prelate of the Catholic Church. He played an 
important role in establishing the credibility of the UstaSa regime among Croats. 

After his ordination in 1930, Stepinac rose quickly in the hierarchy, being 
appointed, when he was only 36, as coadjutor to Archbishop Bauer in 1934, with the 
right of successsion to the see. He became Catholic primate of Yugoslavia, Archbishop 
of Zagreb, and Chairman of the Bishops’ Conference, when he succeeded to this see in 
1937 with the approval of the Serbian court. The court believed, incorrectly, that 
Stepinac would act as a pro-Yugoslav force on the bench of bishops, because in World 
War I, he had fought with the volunteers of the Yugoslav Legion against the Austro- 
Hungarian army.’ 

In the years immediately preceding the German and Italian invasions of Yugoslavia, 
Stepinac regularly met representatives from both the Italian fascist foreign ministry 


'  Deschner, Karlheinz. God and the Fascists: The Vatican Alliance with Mussolini, Franco, Hitler, and 
Paveli¢. p19 

2 Radojevich, Djuro M. ‘Foreword’ in: Kosti¢, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State ... p xiv 
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and the illegal terrorist organisation UstaSa — as Stepinac himself noted in his diary.! 
Among these visitors was the future UstaSa Minister of Education, Mile Budak, one of 
the chief architects of the genocide in Croatia. In May 1940, Stepinac was called to the 
Vatican for briefings on the future invasion and partitioning of Yugoslavia.” 

A bigot, Stepinac harangued worshippers at mass on topics such as divorce, mixed 
sunbathing, and the dangers of Protestantism. Nevertheless, he was resolved to 
passively accept repression, as is revealed from entries in his diary, such as this one 
from 1940: 


the Serbs have not learned anything ... and in the end they will lose everything ... I 
wish them no evil because they are God’s children. But if nothing can teach them a 
lesson, distress will.? 


World War II and Stepinac’s Support of Paveli¢ and the UstaSa 


Stepinac played a leading role in the conspiracy that led to the conquest and 
breakdown of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. On the day when the German Army 
entered Zagreb, the capital of Croatia, Slavko Kvaternik, leader of the illegal UstaSa 
movement, proclaimed the Independent State of Croatia and formed the first UstaSa 
government — and Archbishop Stepinac sided with the UstaSa. 

Stepinac became dramatically right-wing on political matters. While fighting 
between the Germans and the Yugoslav Army was continuing, and despite his advising 
the clergy to avoid politics, on 12 April 1941 Stepinac paid a visit to Kvaternik , who at 
that time was Commander-in-Chief of the Croatian Armed Forces. Katolicki List, 
reported that the Archbishop had also expressed his highest satisfaction to Kvaternik. 

Contrary to the belief of the Yugoslavian court, Stepinac gave his support to the 
UstaSa regime without hesitation, and quickly gave Paveli¢ his public blessing. On 15 
April, Paveli¢, the man who was a fugitive from justice, and was under sentence of 
death for the assassination of King Alexander, received a congratulatory visit from 
Archbishop Stepinac when he arrive in Zagreb with 200 armed UstaSe.* Stepinac 
welcomed the new regime and gave the Independent State of Croatia and the UstaSa 
regime his personal endorsement.’ This was even before the royal Yugoslav 
government, to which he had sworn allegiance, had surrendered to the invaders on the 
seventeenth.® 

Stepinac registered details of this visit in his diary. It described his first meeting 
with Poglavnik Paveli¢; Stepinac noted with evident approval the coming suppression 
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of rival faiths. (In his diaries, Stepinac always referred to himself as ‘the Archbishop’, 
rather than ‘T’): 


The Archbishop gave his blessing for his work ... When the Archbishop had 
finished, the Poglavnik answered that he wanted to give all his help to the Catholic 
Church. He also said he would uproot the sect of Old Catholics which was nothing 
more than a society for divorce. He went on to say that he would not show 
tolerance toward the Orthodox Serbian Church because, as he saw things, it was 
not a church but a political organization. All this left the Archbishop with the 
impression that the Poglavnik was a sincere Catholic and that the Church would 
have freedom of action, even if the Archbishop did not delude himself into 
thinking that all these things could happen easily.'* 


Stepinac wished God’s blessing on Paveli¢’s work: 


While we greet you cordially as head of the Independent State of Croatia, we 
implore the Lord of the Stars to give his divine blessings to you, the leader of our 
people. 


Two days later, while fighting was still continuing between the Germans and the 
patriotic Yugoslav Army, Stepinac expressed his highest satisfaction to Kvaternik on 
his success. The official organ of the Zagreb Archbishopric, Katolicki List, confirmed 
this. The UstaSa newspaper Hrvatske Novosti (Croatian News), in its Easter issue, 
underlined the significance of this interaction, and pointed out the cordiality with 
which the Archbishop of Zagreb had greeted the deputy of Poglavnik Pavelic. The 
newspaper drew the conclusion that the foundation was laid for intimate cooperation 
between the Usta8a movement and the highest representative of the Roman Catholic 
Church in the Croatian State.4 

Following the proclamation, Stepinac broadcast his support for the NDH in a radio 
address to the Croatian people. 

Stepinac’s importance and influence on the events that transpired in Croatia during 
and after the war were substantial. In a pastoral letter published on 28 April 1941, he 
legitimised the new regime: 


For as confused as today’s fateful events may be, as varying as the factors may be 
that have influence on the course of events, one can nonetheless see the working of 
the divine hand ... 
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Therefore, follow willingly any call to participate in the exalted work for the 
preservation and furthering of the Independent State of Croatia.! 


In his circular, which he distributed to his clergy, he wrote euphorically: 


The times are such that it is no longer the tongue which speaks but the blood, 
through its mysterious union with the earth, in which we have glimpsed the light 
of God.” 


This ‘blood and soil’ patriotism motivated Stepinac to welcome the proclamation of 
the NDH in highly enthusiastic terms.? Accordingly, what occurred in Yugoslavia 
during the summer of 1941 and thereafter was the ultimate triumph of the ‘radical 
Catholic’ that Stepinac exalted with so much pride in Arvatska Straza (Croatian 
Guards).4 There is no doubt either that Stepinac welcomed the elimination of religious 
tolerance. 

In his diary of 28 March 1941, Stepinac wrote of his anti-Serbian xenophobias: 


All in all, Croats and Serbs are of two worlds, north pole and south pole; they will 
never be able to get together unless by a miracle of God. The schism [Eastern 
Orthodoxy] is the greatest curse in Europe, almost greater than Protestantism. 


Stepinac also wrote in his diary: 


If that man [Pavelic] rules Croatia for ten years ... Croatia will be a paradise on 
earth.° 


Six weeks after the proclamation of Independent Croatia, three Orthodox bishops 
and several hundred Orthodox priests, as well as 180,000 Serbs, had been murdered. 
Then,’ when the entire Catholic Croatian Episcopate was assembled in Zagreb on 25 
and 26 June 1941, the conference gave Ante Paveli¢ an ovation, and Archbishop 
Stepinac promised the quisling government the sincere and loyal cooperation of the 
Catholic Hierarchy. ‘We extend to you our heartfelt respect and promise humble and 
loyal cooperation toward a brilliant future for our fatherland’. Reports of the Bishops’ 
Conference and of the reception by Paveli¢ appeared in the newspaper Nedelja 
(Sunday) and in Katolicki Tjednik (Catholic Weekly), both of 6 July 1941.8 

On 16 February 1942, the former Yugoslav minister Veceslav Vilder stated on 
London radio: 
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And now the most horrific crimes are happening in Stepinac’s surroundings. There 
are rivers of brothers’ blood flowing. Orthodox are being forced to go over to the 
Catholic faith and the voice of Archbishop Stepinac is not being raised to preach 
resistance. But we read that he is taking part in these parades of Fascists and 
Nazis.! 


On 15 March 1942, Hrvatski Narod reported that Aloyjzije Stepinac held a 
Thanksgiving Mass on the occasion of the third anniversary of the quisling Slovakian 
state.” 

Neither the capitulation of Italy nor the growing strength of the National Liberation 
Movement caused the Catholic Episcopate to change its pro-Usta8a and pro-Axis 
policies. The worse the situation became for the Axis the more firmly Stepinac and the 
episcopate defended the existence of the UstaSa regime. Thus, throughout the war, 
Stepinac and a considerable proportion of the higher and lower clergy bound the fate 
of the Catholic Church in Croatia to that of the Axis and the UstaSa regime. 


Stepinac’s ‘Radical Catholic’ 


The true nature of Stepinac’s ‘radical Catholic’ was manifest in the sudden popular 
wave of fanatical hatred of the Orthodox religion, the Serbian people and the Yugoslav 
state. Driven by this spirit, many members of Stepinac’s clergy preached the 
extermination of non-Catholics, and actively participated in atrocities and mass 
murders.* Finally, they collaborated with the enemy down to the last day of Nazi rule, 
and continued after liberation to conspire against the newly created Federal Peoples 
Republic of Yugoslavia. Notwithstanding, Stepinac never used his disciplinary 
authority nor the canonical power at his disposal to criticise the actions of the UstaSe, 
either verbally or in the Catholic press via his control as either Primate of Croatia or as 
Chairman of Catholic Action.* 

The presidents and members of the directing bodies of the organisations involved 
in the racial and religious propaganda were appointed by Stepinac. They were in most 
cases well-known priests, or secretly sworn members of the UstaSa. The propaganda 
persuaded the faithful that it would be a good deed, in the highest interests of Croatia 
and the Catholic Church, to kill or convert the Serbs and to exterminate the Jews.® 

At his trial for war crimes, Andrija Artukovi¢ emphasised that the management of 
forced conversions was entirely in the hands of Archbishop Stepinac and the Church 
leadership.’ 
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In 6 mal Jugoslawien, I mal Albanien (Panoramen der modernen Welt), Klaus 
Liebe described how significant elements in the Catholic Church of Croatia had taken 
part in the genocide: 


For them, it was an opportunity to continue the old proselytising campaign against 
the Orthodox Serbs which the Turkish invasion had interrupted, especially in 
Bosnia. Croatian Catholicism which, in its essence, was always intimately linked 
to the Croats’ national awareness, found here a bloody field on which to enhance 
the power of the Church as it expanded the power of the Croatian state. The 
Archbishop of Zagreb ... Aloysius Stepinac was a key figure in that armed battle 
for human souls.! 


On 28 April 1941, Archbishop Stepinac issued a pastoral letter asking the clergy to 
respond without hesitation to his call that they take part in the exalted work of 
defending and improving the NDH. He emphasised his deep conviction that the efforts 
of the Poglavnik would have his complete understanding and support — basing this 
confidence on his acquaintance with the men now directing the destiny of the Croatian 
people. He believed and hoped, his letter said, that in the resurrected Croatian State the 
Church would be able, in complete freedom, to preach ‘the invincible principles of 
eternal truth and justice.’ 

The letter was also read in every Croatian parish, and over the radio. The 
impression that this had on the people, and especially on the clergy, was indicated by 
Father Peter Glavas, who, during his trial after liberation, stated in his own defence: 


The order given by Archbishop Stepinac to the people over the radio to fight for 
the Independent State of Croatia constituted a political directive to the clergy.” 


In May 1941, Stepinac arranged to have Paveli¢ received personally by Pope Pius 
XII in the Vatican, where, on the same occasion, Pius signed a treaty with the fascist 
dictator Benito Mussolini.* 

Stepinac extolled the enactment of Catholic dogma into civil law that marked the 
initial stages of the UstaSa regime. He was particularly well-disposed to the laws that 
meted out the ultimate penalty of death for abortion and 30 days in jail for swearing.* 

Indeed, in a letter to Andrija Artukovic he showed his agreement with the racial 
policies: ‘Everyone approves the efforts to place the economy in the hands of the 
people, and to forbid foreign and anti-national elements to accumulate capital ...’> 


Stepinac and the Military 
In 1942 Pius XII appointed Alojzije Stepinac as both the Supreme Military 
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Apostolic Vicar ‘sine titulo’ of the UstaSa Army! and also the religious leader of the 
UstaSa. All priests attached to the UstaSa units were his military subordinates; generally, 
they were the ones who either incited the soldiers to commit crimes and/or committed 
them themselves.” He was awarded its highest military decoration.* 

In February 1942 Archbishop Stepinac requested the Holy Ghost to descend upon 
the sharp edged knives of the Ustade.4 

On the occasion of the departure of Paveli¢’s Navy for the Black Sea, to fight with 
its Nazi ally ‘shoulder to shoulder with the German associates’ against the Soviet Army, 
a celebration was held in Zagreb that was attended by members of the Catholic 
hierarchy. The festivity was headed by Archbishop Stepinac and the Papal Legate 
Ramiro Marcone.> 

Stepinac never missed an opportunity to stress the significance of the Usta8a state 
in his speeches. Katolicki List of 19 March 1942 carried an address that he delivered to 
Catholic university students. In part, it read: 


This is the first time that I speak to you from this platform since the dream of your 
youth has come true and the Independent State of Croatia has become a reality — 
for which the bones of innumerable heroes of our people have rotted away.° 


On the occasion of the opening of the UstaSa Parliament, Stepinac ordered the 
singing ofa solemn Ze Deum in Zagreb Cathedral that was attended by Pavelic¢ and the 
Axis diplomatic representatives. Stepinac twice solemnly greeted Paveli¢ at the 
entrance to the Cathedral, and, in full regalia, escorted him in.’ He gave thanks to God 
for the establishment of the new regime, with special prayers being offered for the 
Poglavnik.8’ Afterwards, Stepinac took part in a parade of UstaSa military units — it 
was reported in the 11 April issue of Hrvatski Narod.!° 


Stepinac and the Fascist Leaders 


Stepinac enthusiastically welcomed the Nazi attack on the Soviet Union in June 
1941 as a Christian Crusade. Katolicki List commented: 
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With the whole cultured and the whole Christian world we welcome the necessary 
operation on the body of mankind in the belief that the German army will succeed 
in extracting this poisoned tooth of the Comintern ...! 


Approving the Axis, Stepinac wrote in Hrvatska Straza (1 January 1942), ‘Hitler is 
an envoy of God.’ * 

Stepinac continually praised the new Catholic Croatia, its great Poglavnik, Ante 
Paveli¢, Il Duce (Benito Mussolini) of Italy, and the German Fiihrer, Adolf Hitler. He 
meticulously celebrated 28 October, the day when the first Fascist dictatorship was 
installed in Italy in 1922, with speeches, prayers and congratulations. 20 April, the 
birthday of Adolf Hitler, was likewise celebrated, and special prayers were also offered 
in all Catholic churches on Pavelié’s birthday (14 July).°4 

President Monsignor Jozef Tiso’s Slovak national corporatism, under which all 
political power was concentrated in the hands of Catholic priests, was praised as the 
ideal corporate state. In January 1940 Katolicki List, the organ of Croatian primate 
Alojzije Stepinac carried an article ‘Catholicism and Slovakian National Socialism’, 
in part it read: 

In a modern state, which placed the interests of the people above all other 
considerations, the church and the state must cooperate in order to avoid all 
conflicts and misunderstandings. Thus, in accordance with the teachings of Christ, 
the Church in Slovakia had already exerted itself to arrange a new life for the 
Slovakian people. 


The views of Dr Tuka° are fulfilled by the formation of a people’s Slovakia, 
which has the approval of the President of the Republic, Monsignor Dr Josip Tiso. 
In the National-Socialist system in Slovakia, the Church will not be persecuted. 
Persecutions will be used against the opponents of National-Socialism.° 


Stepinac’s Anti-Semitism 


Catholic publications such as Katolicki List (Catholic Letter) — the official organ 
of Stepinac’s archbishopric of Zagreb — frequently published condemnations of 
Jews during the 1930s as being the source of Communism, Freemasonry, 
abortions and immorality.’ 

For most of the War, Alojzije Stepinac showed not a trace of concern for the 
fate of the Jews. Indeed, in a letter to Andrija Artukovic® he showed his 
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agreement with the racial policies: ‘Everyone approves the efforts to place the 
economy in the hands of the people, and to forbid foreign and anti-national 
elements to accumulate capital...”! 

Stepinac was also an observer in the Croatian Sabor (parliament). He could, 
therefore, have not been unaware of the despotic legislation that was continually 
being passed against the Serbs, Roma and Jews. Yet, he never spontaneously 
reacted against the persecutions of Serbs and Jews.” 

On the positive side, he is reported to have defended converted Jews — thus, 
the Bishops’ Synod of November 1941 intervened exclusively on behalf of 
converted Jews.* 

In May 1943, Stepinac visited the Vatican, and, according to the UstaSa 
ambassador to the Holy See, Stepinac: 


mentioned our laws on abortion, a point very well received in the Vatican. Basing 
his arguments on these laws, the Archbishop justified in part the measures used 
against the Jews ...4 


Too little, much too late. Israeli historian M Shelah wrote that: 


It was not until the middle of 1943 that Aloysius Stepinac, the archbishop of 
Zagreb, publicly came out against the murder of Croatian Jews (most of whom 
had been killed by that time) ...° 


Stepinac’s Catholicism and the Destruction of Christian Orthodoxy 


Hungarian-bom Paul Lendvai is one of Austria’s most famous journalists and an 
internationally recognised Balkanologist. He has made a name for himself in Austria 
for his ‘fight for mutual understanding and against ignorance.’ In his book Der Rote 
Balkan — Zwischen Nationalismus und Kommunismus (The Red Balkans: Between 
Nationalism and Communism), he wrote that following the proclamation of the NDH: 


The Zagreb Archbishop Stepinac, several Croatian bishops, and many Catholic 
clerics were dazed by the prospect of converting hundreds of thousands of 
Orthodox Serbs. Stepinac hailed the magnificent opportunity to promote the Croat 
and holy Catholic cause in Bosnia, which had been added to the puppet Croatian 
state, although the number of Serbs there was double that of the Croats. 


And, 
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in spite of growing disapproval of the Ustashi conversion methods — mass murders 
and death threats — Stepinac and the higher clergy failed to disassociate themselves 
from the regime of terror.! 


The book Martyrdom of the Serbs: Persecutions of the Serbian Orthodox Church 
and Massacre of the Serbian People, published by the Serbian Eastern Orthodox 
Diocese for the United States of America and Canada, summarised the role of the 
Croatian hierarchy in the genocides: 


The Croatian Catholic priesthood, as representatives of the ‘ecclesia militans’, 
adopting Machiavellian principle, carried out their duty, longed for and awaited, 
with great zeal. Archbishop Stepinac of Zagreb and the other bishops of Croatia 
signified their approval of this unchristian and wild orgy of blood, for at no time 
did they raise their voices of objection to such conduct of their clergy, nor did they 
by any act or move attempt to exhibit their displeasure, at least, of these crimes. 
Their ominous silence is but proof of the condonation.? 


During the course of the UstaSa’s dominance, a total of about 250 Eastern 
Orthodox churches were either destroyed or turned over to Roman Catholic parishes 
and convents. The UstaSa created a special ‘Institution for the Destruction of Orthodox 
Churches’.? Documents requesting and authorising the transfers of Orthodox churches 
to Roman Catholic parishes and convents are now in the state prosecutor’s office at 
Zagreb and Sarajevo, and bear the signature of Archbishop Stepinac.*> 

In Zagreb, where Archbishop Stepinac and the Apostolic Nuncio Marcone’ resided, 
his Eminence Dositej, the Orthodox Metropolitan of Zagreb, was tortured in such a 
bestial fashion that he lost his sanity.”* Stepinac confirmed: 


it is easy to see the hand of God in this work.? 
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Stepinac himself petitioned Ante Paveli¢ to permit the Trappist monks to take over 
the Serbian Orthodox Monastery in Orahovica, which had been confiscated by the 
UstaSa authorities. A photocopy of this petition, dated 3 September 1941, bearing 
Stepinac’s signature, is reproduced in How the Catholic Church united with local 
Nazis to run Croatia during World War IT, ‘The Case of Archbishop Stepinac’, 
published in 1947 by the Embassy of the Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia, 
Washington! 

Stepinac could not plead that he was ignorant of the inhumanity of the UstaSe nor 
of the close relationships between some of his priests and the murderers. Yet, he 
continued to appear on public occasions with the Poglavnik, and gave no indication 
that Paveli¢ was other than a faithful son of the Church. 

As mentioned above, Stepinac was also an observer? in the Croatian Sabor. He 
could therefore not have been unaware of the despotic legislation that was passed 
against the Serbs, Roma and Jews. 

On 8 February 1942, the well-known Croatian politician Prvoslav Grisogono sent a 
letter to Stepinac drawing his attention to the atrocities being committed by the UstaSe. 
The letter remained unanswered. The text of the letter is as follows: 


I am writing to you as a man to a man, as a Christian to a Christian. I have been 
meaning to do this for months hoping that the dreadful news from Croatia would 
cease so that I could collect my thoughts and write to you in peace. 


For the last ten months Serbs have been killed and destroyed in Croatia in the most 
ruthless manner and the value of their property that has been destroyed reaches 
billions. Blushes of shame and anger cover the faces of every honest Croat. 


The slaughter of Serbs began from the very first day of the establishment of the 
Independent State of Croatia and has continued relentlessly to this very day. The 
horror is not only in the killing. The killing includes everybody: old men, women 
and children. With accompanying barbarian torture. These innocent Serbs have 
been impaled, fire has been lit on their bare chest, they have been roasted alive, 
bumed in their homes and churches while still living, covered with boiling water 
and then their skin peeled off and salt poured into their wounds, their eyes have 
been pulled out, their ears, noses and tongues cut off, the priests have had their 
beards and moustaches torn off from their skulls, their sex organs severed and put 
into their mouths, they have been tied to trucks and then dragged along the ground, 
nails have been pressed into their heads, their heads nailed to the floor, they have 
been thrown alive into wells and over cliffs, and grenades thrown after them, their 
heads smashed against wall, their backs broken against rocks and tree stumps, and 
many other horrible tortures were perpetrated, such as normal people can hardly 
imagine. 


Their rivers Sava, Drava, the Danube and their tributaries have carried thousands 
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and thousands of their corpses ... 


Horrifying is the case of Mileva Bozinic from Stanbandza whose child was 
removed from her womb. There was also the case of the roasted heads in Bosnia, 
the vessels full of Serbian blood, the cases of Serbs being forced to drink the warm 
blood of their slaughtered kin. Countless women, girls and children in front of 
their mothers were raped or else sent off to Ustashi camps to serve the Ustashi; 
rapes even took place on the altars of Orthodox churches. In the Petrinje county a 
son was forced to rape his own mother. The slaughter of the Serbs in the Glina 
Orthodox church and the murder of Serbs on the altar of the Kladusa church is 
without precedent in history.'! There are detailed and original accounts of all these 
horrors. Even the Germans and Italians were astounded by these crimes. They 
photographed a huge number of cases of such slaughter ... 


The Srem Germans despise us because of this and behave in a more humane 
fashion with Serbs. The Italians photographed a vessel with 3.5 kilograms of 
Serbian eyes, as well as a Croat who wore a necklace strung with Serbian eyes, 
and another one who came to Dubrovnik with a belt on which severed Serbian 
tongues were hanging! 


The horrors of the camps in which thousands of Serbs were killed or were left to 
die from exposure, hunger and cold weather, are too terrible to mention. The 
Germans have been talking about a camp in Lika where there were thousands of 
Serbs: but when the Germans got there they found the camp empty, drenched in 
blood and bloody clothing. In that camp it has been said a Serbian bishop also lost 
his life. Thousands upon thousands of Serbs in the camp of Jasenovac are still 
being tortured as they are spending a fierce winter in wooden Gypsy shacks with 
no straw or covering and with a ration of two potatoes per day. In the history of 
Europe there have been no similar cases. One would have to go to Asia at the time 
of Tamerlane, or Genghis-Khan, or to Africa, to the countries of their bloodthirsty 
tulers to come upon similar situations. These events have shamed the name of 
Croatia for centuries to come. Nothing can absolve us fully from this ever again ... 
in all these unprecedented barbarian crimes which are more than Godless, our 
Catholic church participated in two ways. A large number of clergy, priests, friars 
and organized Catholic youth took an active part in all this. It has also happened 
that Catholic priests became camp guards and Ustashi accomplices and so 
approved of the torture and slaughter of Christians. A Catholic priest even 
personally slaughtered an Orthodox clergyman. They could not have done all this 
without the permission of their bishops, and if they did, then they would have had 


' “Orthodox priests, before being executed or hanged, were often horribly tortured — e.g. priest Branko 
Dobrosavljevich, from Veljun, who was compelled to read the obituary of his own son, whom the Ustashi 
first killed in his presence, this preceding his own torture and death, which became the signal for the mass 
execution of hundreds of Orthodox inside the Orthodox churches of Kladusa, Veljun, Slusnica, Primislje, and 
other places.’ Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican's Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying 
religious massacre of the 20th century. Ch 7. Catholic Friars, Priests, Executioners, Bishops and Murderers 
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to lose their jobs and taken to court. Since this did not happen, it means that their 
bishops granted them permission. 


Secondly, the Catholic Church made use of all this to convert the surviving Serbs. 
And while the soil was still steaming from the innocent victims’ blood, while 
groans shuddered from the chests of the surviving victims, the priests, friars, nuns 
carried in one hand the Ustashi daggers and in the other their prayer books and 
rosaries. The whole of Srem is inundated with leaflets written by Bishop 
AkSamovic and printed in his printing shop in Dakovo, calling upon Serbs to save 
their lives and property by converting to Catholicism. It was as if our church 
wanted to show that it could destroy souls just as the Ustashi authorities destroy 
bodies. It is an even greater blot on the Catholic Church, since at the same time 
many Orthodox churches, all the Orthodox monasteries have been confiscated, 
their property plundered as well as many historical treasures ...!** 


A BBC broadcast on 16 February 1942 stated: 


The worst atrocities are being committed in the environs of the archbishop of 
Zagreb [Alojzije Stepinac]. The blood of brothers is flowing in streams. The 
Orthodox are being forcibly converted to Catholicism and we do not hear the 
archbishop’s voice preaching revolt. Instead, it is reported that he is taking part in 
Nazi and Fascist parades.* 


On 23 February 1942, Stepinac ‘received Pavelic, the man blessed by the pope and 
sentenced to death twice ... and celebrated the foundation of the Croatian parliament 
with resounding phrases.’ In February also, at the opening of the Sabor, Stepinac spoke 
of Pavelic’s ‘deep and lively sense of responsibility’ and prayed that he as the leader of 
the NDH: 


may successfully help in the renewal and raising up of our beloved homeland on 
the eternal foundations of the Gospel of Christ’s teaching.° 


Three weeks previously, of Paveli¢, the London weekly New Review had written 
‘He is unanimously viewed as the greatest criminal of the year 1941.” 

On 9 May 1942, the Archbishop returned from a visit to Rome. The NDH 
ambassador to the Holy See wrote in his despatches that Stepinac ‘was in fine form 
and took a pugnacious attitude to all enemies of the state!’’ 


Quoted from: Sister Churches. Five Hundred Years After Florence. pp38-41 
Petrovi¢, Ratislav V. The Extermination of the Serbs on the Territory of the Independent State of Croatia. 
p32 
Schindley, Wanda, Petar Makara. Jasenovac: proceedings of the First International Conference and Exhibit 
on the Jasenovac Concentration Camps, October 29-31, 1997 ... p374 et seq 
4 Noel, Gerard. Pius XII: The Hound of Hitler. p122 
> Singleton, Fred. A Short History of the Yugoslav People. p181. There is no known reference to Christ ever 
having taught forced conversions or genocide. 
6 Deschner, Karlheinz. God and the Fascists: The Vatican Alliance with Mussolini, Franco, Hitler, and 
Pavelic. p206 
7 http://pavelic-papers.com/timeline/ndhtimeline.html (2009) 
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Archbishops Stepinac and Sarié used the inauguration of the new Bishop of Mostar 
as an occasion for a special pro-UstaSa expression. According to Katolicki Tjednik of 
25 October 1942, the new bishop, Petar Cule, stated in his address that his task was ‘to 
cooperate as closely as possible with the Usta8a authorities, to work loyally to 
strengthen the Independent State of Croatia, and to support with all means the 
Chieftain, Ante Pavelic¢.’ The choir sang the UstaSa song and the state hymn, while the 
audience stood to attention with arms out stretched in the fascist salute.! 

Stepinac vigorously defended the UstaSa to Pius XII and the Vatican Secretary of 
State during his visits in 1942 and 1943. When Stepinac met Pius XII in May 1943, he 
personally delivered to him an aide-mémoire that contained the following words: 


The young Croatian state was created in more horrible and difficult circumstances 
than any other state in the last several centuries. By desperately fighting for its 
existence, Croatia is showing at every turn that it wishes to remain faithful to its 
Catholic traditions and to ensure a better and more clear perspective for the 
Catholic Church in this part of the world. 


Johann Georg Reissmiiller, in his book Jugoslawien Vielvoelkerstaat Zwischen Ost 
und West (Yugoslavia, the Multinational State Between East and West) asked the 
fundamental question: 


Could not the Primate of the Croatian Church take a greater risk? And not only the 
Archbishop, but the entire Episcopate, and even the clergy in general? Could not 
the laymen be moved to action? Obviously, this question is part of a more general 
question: to what degree is a Christian, a citizen as such, obliged to resist a 
terroristic state authority? It is certain that some priests did save some endangered 
Serbs by making them Catholics in a hurry. Help of this kind was more efficacious 
than protest. But it is equally certain that the persecution of the Serbs, on the whole, 
would have been seriously frustrated had the Church openly, and with its full 
panoply of authority, stood up against it. 


Stepinac’s Actions towards the End of the War 


In his sermons after 1942 Stepinac made veiled protests against the extreme 
methods that the UstaSe were employing to eradicate the Serbs. As part of their 
programme of ethnic cleansing, the UstaSa government wanted to limit options of 
conversion for those elements of the population whom they had targeted for death 
(principally Serbian Orthodox intellectuals), and this the Archbishop refused to 
sanction. 

On the basis of such sporadic acts of humanitarianism in the later years of the War 
some Croatian nationalists and Catholic apologists have issued claims favouring him. 


' How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War II ‘The Case of 
Archbishop Stepinac’ 

2 http:/www.jasenovac-info.com/cd/biblioteka/Paveli¢papers/stepinac/as0006.html (2008) 

3 Source: Kosti¢, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p87 
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Stepinac’s stance on these issues was, however, far from consistent. For example, 
in his May 1943 report to the Holy See on the state of affairs in Croatia, he pointed 
with pride to the large number of converts (240,000 is the number he mentioned) as a 
positive accomplishment of the regime, and defended the anti-Semitic laws of the 
NDH. Erwin Lobkowicz, the UstaSa representative to the Holy See, described 
Stepinac’s reasoning: 


According to information from various sources and according to the 
Archbishop’s own statement, he made a very positive report about Croatia. He 
revealed that he had kept quiet about some things with which he is not at all in 
agreement in order to be able to show Croatia in the best possible light. He 
mentioned our laws against abortion, a point very well received in the Vatican. 
Basing his arguments on these laws, the Archbishop justified in part the methods 
used against the Jews, who are in our country the greatest defenders of crimes of 
this kind and the most frequent perpetrators of them.!* 


Towards the end of the UstaSa regime, Stepinac adopted a general pattern of private 
protest against, and public support exalting the aims but baulking at the means. 
Ultimately, his actions revealed that his support for the goals of Croatian nationalism, 
clerical-Fascism, and religious conversion was dominant. 

Stepinac eventually questioned the sincerity of the mass conversions conducted at 
gun point. It was not until 1942, and mostly in 1943 or later (when it became obvious 
that the Nazis and the fascists were losing the war) that Stepinac ‘took certain steps to 
provide for the future,’ for example, he personally intervened to save a number of 
individuals, both Orthodox and Jewish, from the Usta8e.>:+ 

Israeli historian M Shelach has written that: 


A bishops’ conference that met in Zagreb in November 1941 was not ... prepared 
to denounce the forced conversion of Serbs that had taken place in the summer of 
1941, let alone condemn the persecution and murder of Serbs and Jews. It was not 
until the middle of 1943 that Aloysius Stepinac, the archbishop of Zagreb, publicly 
came out against the murder of Croatian Jews (most of whom had been killed by 
that time), the Serbs, and other nationalities.> 


Throughout the duration of the genocide, Stepinac continued to lobby for the NDH, 
participated in a large number of public ceremonies sanctifying and celebrating the 
UstaSa state, and accepted military awards from that regime up to the day of its final 
defeat in 1944. 

In April 1944, German Minister to Croatia, Siegfried Kasche, and SS police attaché 
Hans Helm sent their final report to Berlin, in which they stated that the Jewish 


' Falconi, Carlo. The Silence of Pius XII. pp315-16 

2 http://pavelic-papers.com/timeline/ndhtimeline.html (2009) 

3 Patee, Richard. The Case of Cardinal Archbishop Stepinac. pp306-40 

4 See, for example: Paris, Edmund. The Vatican against Europe 

> Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, Vol 1. p328. Source: Wikipedia ‘Catholic clergy involvement with the 
UstaSe’ (2016) 
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question in Croatia had been solved: There were no more Jews in Croatia. In a letter to 
the Holy See of 8 May 1944, disregarding the deaths and atrocities of Jews, Serbs, and 
Roma, Archbishop Stepinac informed Pius XII that 244,000 Orthodox Serbs had been 
‘converted to the Church of God.’! 

When Hitler’s fascist empire began to crumble under attacks from the Allies, and 
when Paveli¢ had to flee the NDH, Archbishop Stepinac undertook all possible 
measures to relieve the situation for the UstaSe and to help them. He held a bishops’ 
conference on 24 March 1945, from which emanated a pastoral letter to the Croatian 
people. The letter categorically denied accusations that the clergy had participated in 
war crimes in the NDH. Such lies, it said, were generated as ‘a means of destroying 
those people whom the Communists consider to be an obstacle to the creation of their 
programme.”” The letter also defended the policies of Ante Pavelié during the war and 
sharply attacked the National Liberation Movement.’ 

On 24 March, also, Stepinac ‘published a manifesto favouring the UstaSa state, and 
offered his palace as a refuge to numerous murderers who were being hunted by the 
police.”* 

As late as 10 April 1945, Stepinac celebrated Mass in Zagreb in honour of the 
fourth anniversary of the establishment of the NDH. 

When defeat was inevitable, Stepinac took charge of the UstaSa archives and some 
of the regime’s looted gold.°° Friedrich Heer recorded that: 


On May 4, 1945, Poglavnik Pavelic took leave in the episcopal palace of the 
Archbishop Stepinac ... entrusting to the latter his archives and cases full of gold, 
gems, and watches.’ 


When the last hopes for the continuing existence of the Independent State of 
Croatia vanished, Stepinac helped high-ranking Usta8a functionaries to go into hiding.* 

Nicholas Atkin & Frank Tallet in their volume Priests, Prelates & People, refer to 
Stepinac’s ‘reprehensible role’ during the war.” 


' Bulajié, Milan. The Role of the Vatican in the Break-Up of the Yugoslav State. p99. Source: Lituchy, Barry. 
What Is The Vatican Hiding? The Vatican’ Complicity in Genocide in Fascist Croatia: The Suppressed 
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Stepinac’s War Crimes 


After the liberation of Croatia from the Axis powers, the investigations of the 
Yugoslav War Crimes Commission produced evidence of the Stepinac’s complicity in 
the barbarous regime of Ante Paveli¢. The Yugoslav Government informed the Vatican 
of the nature and extent of this evidence and asked that Stepinac be withdrawn. 
Marshal Tito, a Croat, and leader of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, 
described what happened in an address at Zagreb on 31 October 1946: 


When the Pope’s representative to our Government, Bishop Hurley, paid me his 
first visit I raised the question of Stepinac. ‘Have him transferred from 
Yugoslavia,’ I said, ‘for otherwise we shall be obliged to place him under arrest.’ I 
warmed Bishop Hurley of the course we had to follow. I discussed the matter with 
him in detail. I acquainted him with Stepinac’s many hostile acts toward our 
country. I gave him a file of documentary evidence of the Archbishop’s crimes. 


We waited four months without receiving any reply. Then the authorities arrested 
Stepinac and he was brought to trial, in the same manner as any other individual 
who works against the people.! 


Thus it came about that Alojzije Stepinac was arrested in Zagreb on 18 September 
1946 ‘on charges of having participated in a conspiracy against the Federal People’s 
Republic of Yugoslavia’. His trial commenced on 30 September. He was charged by 
the Supreme People’s Court of Yugoslavia. The official indictment comprised 51 pages. 
He was convicted on all principal counts of: 


playing a leading role in the conspiracy that led to the conquest and breakdown 
of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia in 1941; 
collaborating with the Nazis; 
playing a role in governing and assisting the puppet regime of Ante Pavelic; 
aiding the Usta&e terrorists; 
glorifying the UstaSe in the Catholic press, his pastoral letters, and his 
speeches;” 
not preventing the many members of his clergy from participating actively in 
the atrocities and mass murders; 
having chaplains in the UstaSa army as religious agitators, with forceful 
conversions of Orthodox Serbs to Roman Catholicism.* 

On 11 October, the court found Stepinac guilty of high treason and war crimes. He 


' The Case of Archbishop Stepinac 
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was sentenced to 16 years in prison. This was considered a mild punishment for 
charges of treason. 

In retaliation, all Catholics who had taken part in the court proceedings, including 
most of the jury members, were promptly excommunicated by Pius XII. By contrast, 
Pius never excommunicated Adolf Hitler, nor is there any evidence that he 
excommunicated Tomislav Filipovic, the evil commandant of the Jasenovac 
Concentration Camp; nor, indeed, any of the Catholics who committed crimes against 
humanity during the UstaSa Genocide. Only the jurors who were fulfilling their legal 
and social obligations were subject to Pius’ ire.! 

‘Stepinac only served a few years in prison because of the Vatican’s anti- 
Communist propaganda of the “suffering martyr’ that lobbied for his release.’?* 

After serving five years of his sentence in Lepoglava prison, where he had had 
better-than-usual accommodation in recognition of his clerical status, he was released 
into house arrest. 

Notwithstanding the evidence of his crimes, Aloyjzije Stepinac was raised to the 
status of Cardinal by Pius XII on 29 November 1952. 

After the trial and sentencing, many attempts were made in the West to show 
Stepinac’s innocence of the charges levelled against him. Several books were 
published defending him. One of those was II processo dell’arcivescovo di Zagrabia 
(The Trial of the Archbishop of Zagreb) written by Fiorello Cavalli, and published by 
La Civilta cattolica. In this book, which is most favourable to him, the documentation 
nevertheless revealed that Stepinac never spontaneously reacted to the persecutions of 
Serbs and Jews, he only occasionally forwarded to the Usta8a government the petitions 
of others. 


ASummary of Stepinac’s Activities and Inactivities 


The word ‘Stepinac’ appears 410 times in the text of this book. Only a very few 
occurrences are favourable. 

When Stepinac died in February 1960, the German political figure and writer Jacob 
Altmeier commemorated the occasion in the periodical Vorwdrts (Forward): 


The Yugoslav peoples waited in vain for his [Stepinac’s] authoritative voice to be 
raised in Croatia during the worst years of the killing. In the first years, that voice 
was hot even raised; later, it was scarcely audible, being tiny and subdued and in 
marked contrast to the voice of the German Bishop Galen and many other 


' Refer to Stockwell, Antony. Pius XII: Fatal Manipulator of Men and Nations for an in depth investigation 
into the sinister side of Eugenio Pacelli, later Pius XII. 

2. The role of the Catholic Church in Yugoslavia’ holocaust. Source: http://clericalwhispers.blogspot.com/ 
2007/07/role-of-catholic-church-in-yugoslavias.html (2008) 
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Catholic priests and dignitaries, who were exposed to danger to a no less degree, 
and who often had to pay for their bravery with their lives.! 


Dr Karlheinz Deschner, in his book Abermals krahte der Hahn: Eine kritische 
Kirchengeschichte von den Evangelisten. bis zu den Faschisten (The Cock has Crowed 
Again:? A Critical History of the Church from the Beginning up to the Fascists) 
concluded: 


Archbishop Stepinac did not himself murder anyone, nor did he raze a single 
church, but he allowed the entire massacre and a campaign of destruction for four 
years without complaint, wherefore he was named a principal culprit and 
condemned by Tito ... and named Cardinal by the Pope.* 


Archbishop Stepinac earned his “great merits’ as Primate of a state in which, out of 
two million Orthodox Serbs, 240,000 were forcibly converted to Catholicism and 
750,000 were murdered, often in the course of fiendish tortures ... Is not Stepinac 
even guiltier than the Usta8e who was wearing a double necklace of human 
tongues and eyes around his neck? 


The Rejection of Alojzije Stepinac 


Not surprisingly, “Yad Vashem rejected the obscenity of an application to grant him the 
title and honor of a “Righteous among the Nations” twice, in 1970 and 1994.’> 

And justifiably, the question has been raised ‘is Stepinac the Patron Saint of 
Genocide?’® 


Synopsis 
Before the Axis invasions of Yugoslavia, Alojzije Stepinac, the Yugoslav 
prelate of the Church, regularly met representatives from both the Italian fascist 
foreign ministry and the illegal terrorist organisation UstaSa. 


Stepinac played an important role in establishing the UstaSa regime’s 
credibility among Croats. 


Even before the royal Yugoslav government, to which he had sworn allegiance, 
had surrendered to the invaders, Stepinac congratulated Pavelic, welcomed the 
new regime, and gave the NDH and the UstaSa regime his personal 
endorsement. He wished God’s blessing on Paveli¢’s work, and gave an order 
to the people over the radio to fight for the NDH. It constituted a political 
directive. 


' Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p73 
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The management of forced conversions was entirely in the hands of 
Archbishop Stepinac and the church leadership. 


Croatian Catholicism found itself in a bloody field on which to enhance the 
power of the Church, and Stepinac was a key figure in that armed battle. 

On the opening of the UstaSa Parliament, Stepinac ordered the singing of a 
solemn Ze Deum in Zagreb Cathedral. He welcomed Paveli¢ at the entrance to 
the Cathedral and escorted him inside. Stepinac gave thanks to God for the 
establishment of the new regime, with special prayers being offered for the 
Poglavnik. Afterwards, Stepinac took part in a parade of UstaSa military units. 


Stepinac continually praised the new Croatia, Ante Paveli¢, Benito Mussolini, 
and Adolf Hitler. He wrote: ‘Hitler is an envoy of God.’ 


‘The Yugoslav peoples waited in vain for his [Stepinac’s] authoritative voice to 
be raised in Croatia during the worst years of the killing.’ 


Throughout the genocide, Stepinac lobbied for the NDH, participated in a large 
number of public ceremonies sanctifying and celebrating the UstaSa state, and 
accepted military awards from that regime up to the day of its final defeat. 


Stepinac was ‘the most compromised hierarch of the Roman Catholic clergy in 
the Nazi occupied Europe.’ 
A Final Summation 


As Primate of the Roman Catholic Church in the Independent State of Croatia, 
Archbishop Alojzije Viktor Stepinac bears a major responsibility within that country 
for the many evils perpetrated by the Catholic UstaSe. 


8 — Ecclesiastic Hierarchy — Sarié, Simrak, AkSamovié 


But the greatest menace to our civilization today is the conflict between 
giant organized systems of self-righteousness — each system only too 
delighted to find that the other is wicked — each only too glad that the 
sins give it the pretext for still deeper hatred and animosity. Herbert 
Butterfield! 


Ivan Evandelista Sari¢, Archbishop of Sarajevo (‘the Hangman of the Serbs’) 


Dr Ivan Evandelista? Sarié was made auxiliary bishop of Sarajevo in 1914, and 
succeeded as full Archbishop and Metropolitan of Sarajevo on 2 May 1922. He 
frequently published his writings eulogising Ante Paveli¢. He condemned Jews and 
Serbs as ‘vipers’ and ‘wolves’, and cultivated ties with the UstaSa in exile.* 


Sarié’s Praise of Pavelic, the UstaSe and Nazism 


Sari¢ became an UstaSe in 1934. In 1938, during one of his trips to the Vatican, he 
met Pavelic, who, at that time, was under death sentences for murder imposed by both 
French and Yugoslav courts. They met in the Basilica of St Peter’s, and later Sari¢ 
wrote a poem, Ode to the Chiefiain. Sarié also visited Usta8a leaders in South 
America.* 

Sari¢ incited his clergy ‘to employ revolutionary methods to the service of the 
truth, of justice and of honour.’ He praised the new laws. ‘There exist limits to love,’ he 
said, and claimed that it would be ‘stupid and unworthy of Christ’s disciples to think 
that the struggle against evil could be waged in a noble way and with gloves on.’> In 
particular, he expressed goodwill and enthusiasm towards the new UstaSa leadership of 
Ante Paveli¢ in the early months of 1941. 

After the establishment of the NDH, Sarié took part in mass conversions, and 
celebrated the slaughter of civilians in his diocese; while publications under his control 
poured vituperation on ‘schismatics’. He allegedly used his influence with the city 
police to seize prized properties belonging to Sarajevo’s Sephardic Jewish 
community.® 

A month after the UstaSa took power, the following piece appeared in the Catholic 
newspapers of his Sarajevo diocese:’ 


I was with our UstaSe in North and South America. The bishops there, Americans, 
Germans, Irish, Slovaks and Spaniards, with whom I came into contact, all praised 
the Croat UstaSe as good, self-sacrificing believers, as godly and patriotic people ... 


British historian and philosopher of history. 
Evandelista means ‘the Evangelist’ 
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How many times have I heard the UstaSe ask where they would be without their 
priests! ...! 


lifting ourselves upwards to God, we prayed to the Almighty to guide and protect 
Ante Paveli¢é for the liberation of Croatia. The good God heard and, behold, he 
answered our cries and supplications.” 


Sarié penned a eulogy to Paveli¢é, Kada Sunca Sija (When the Sun Shines) and had 
it published in his own diocesan press. It included: 


For God himself was at thy side, thou good and strong one, So that thou mightest 
perform thy deeds for the Homeland ... And against the Jews, who had all the 
money, Who wanted to sell our souls ... the miserable traitors ... Dr Ante Paveli¢! 
The dear name! Croatia has therein a treasure from Heaven.? 


In support of Nazism, he declared that: 


the descendants of those who hated Jesus [the Jews] are even more guilty than 
their ancestors ... Satan has helped them create socialism and communism ... The 
movement aimed at freeing the world from the Jews is a movement that will lead 
to the rebirth of human dignity.’ 


Sari¢’s paper also published these words by one Pitar Pajié: 


Until now God spoke through papal encyclicals, sermons, the Christian press ... 
And they were deaf. Now God has decided to use other methods. He will prepare 
missions! World missions! They will be upheld not by priests but by army 
commanders led by Hitler. The sermons will be heard with the help of cannon, 
machine guns, tanks and bombers.° 


According to Novi List of 8 March 1942, Archbishop Sarié sent instructions to the 
clergy to support the UstaSa authorities in all their efforts.° 

Significantly, Ladislaus Hory and Martin Broszat, in their Der Kroatische 
Ustascha-Staat, 1941-1945 (The Croatian State, 1941-1945), recorded that: 


In the vicinity of Sarajevo [Sarié’s see], entire villages were exterminated and 
razed. Mass shootings of Serbian peasants also took place at Vrace (near Sarajevo). 
Many of the prisoners were taken to the Velebit labor camp or the Pag Island salt 
refinery.’ 


! “Archbishop Sarié on his Pre-War Meetings with the Ustase’. Sarajevski Novi List. Quoted in Novak, Viktor. 
Magnum Crimen - The Great Crime —a half-century of clericalism in Croatia, from the end of 19th century 
until the end of the Second World War. pp555-56. 
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In connection with the first anniversary of the creation of the NDH, Sari¢ published 
an article in Sarajevski Novi List in which he glorified Ante Paveli¢, and expressed his 
complete loyalty to him and to Usta&a principles. Sarié added that Pavelié filled every 
heart with light and love for the fatherland and that he ‘lives and works as an apostle.’ 
He concluded: 


He was given to us by God in whom he, as a man of God, has faith. We have to 
thank Providence for having given him to us.'* 


Novi List of 10 November 1942 reported a speech by Sarié: 


The good Lord loves the Croatian people whose slogan is God and the Croatians. 
In order to be such we must follow the example of our noble Chieftain, who can 
serve as a model to us in every way, including religion. For that purpose you can 
pray and commend yourself to God with whose help along with that of our great 
and dear allies we will finally be victorious. With faith in God let us, therefore, 
always be ready for the Chieftain and for the fatherland. 


Sarié’s golden jubilee as a priest gave Usta8a authorities and followers another 
opportunity for manifesting their Ustasa ideology. On this occasion, Sarié himself 
published an article in Hrvatski Narod of 30 July 1944, entitled ‘Thanks to God and to 
the Poglavnik.”4 

Marcus Tanner, in his book Croatia: A Nation Forged in War, described Sari¢ as 
‘an enthusiast for the Ustashe.”> 

Sari¢ was a most intimate friend of the Usta8e killers Dr Viktor Gutié®, and Jure 
Franceti¢é, the commander of the Black Legion,’ and was the mentor of Krunoslav 
Stjepan Draganovi¢ of ratline infamy. Another of his subordinates was Franjo Kralik, 
who published anti-Semitic and anti-Serb hate speeches in Katolicki Tjednik.® 

Sarié raised his right hand in the UstaSa-Nazi salute ‘at every opportunity, public or 
private.” 


Sarié and the Persecution of the Serbs 


The French writer Jean Hussard witnessed the four years of the UstaSa government. 
He recorded that Sarié not only knew about, but also encouraged, the persecution of 


M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p134 

' The Roman Church and the Ustashi Regime 

2 How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War II ‘The Case of 
Archbishop Stepinac’ 

3 http:/Avww.tenc.net/croatia/stepinac 1 .htm (2014) 

4 The Roman Church and the Ustashi Regime 

5 Tanner, Marcus. Croatia: A Nation Forged in War. p155 

6 On27 May 1941, Guti¢ ordered UstaSe under his command to seize the Orthodox Bishop of Banja Luka, to 
gouge out his eyes, cut off his nose and ears and then ignite a fire on his chest before finally killing him. Guti¢ 
was also one of the first UstaSa officials to be publicly quoted as elucidating the plan for ‘cleansing’ Croatia of 
“unwanted elements’. 

7 The Roman Church and the Ustashi Regime 

8 Wikipedia ‘Ivan Sarié’ (2016) 

°  http://srbijazemljaheroja.com/forum/viewtopic.php?t=1513 (2009) 
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Serbs.! 

Sari¢ became known as ‘the Hangman of the Serbs’.2_ Of such encouragement it 
has been said that ‘It is a fearful thing to be cursed by an Archbishop who allegedly 
stands in the shoes of the apostles.” 

Professor Robert Lee Wolff wrote in his book The Balkans in Our Time, that Sarié 
supported the fact that some of the UstaSe offered the choice between conversion from 
Orthodoxy to Catholicism or instant death: 


It must be recorded as a historic fact that certain members of the Croatian 
hierarchy, notably Archbishop Sharich of Sarajevo, endorsed this butchery.* 


In Sarié’s own diocese, Orthodox Bishop Petar Zimonijic of Sarajevo was 
decapitated.” No one knows where he was buried,° ifat all.’ 

The United States Department of State considered Sari¢ ‘perhaps the most rabid 
opponent of the Orthodox Serbs and the Yugoslav Royal family’ .®? 

Sarié Post-War 

After the war, Sarié and leading Nazi collaborator Gregorij RoZman, Bishop of 
Ljubljana, escaped from justice. In 1946, they were reported by the CIA to be living 
together at the Bishop’s Palace at Klagenfurt, Austria. Sari¢ then moved to Madrid 
with the assistance of Pius XII’s ratlines. There, he published a book extolling the 


virtues of Pius XII. He died in Madrid in 1960. 
His remains are buried in the Catholic Church of St Joseph in Sarajevo.!° 


Bishop Dr Simrak 


The former Apostolic Administrator and Bishop of Krizevci, Dr Simrak, publicly 
promoted, discussed, and encouraged plans for the whole UstaSa campaign. He also 
published directives to his clergy in the official Glasnik krizevacke nadbiskupife 
(Bishopric News of Krizevci) No. 2, 1942. For example, Directive regarding the 


'  Hussard, Jean. Vu en Yougoslavie 1939-1944, p212 
Headden, Susan, Dana Hawkins and Jason Vest. ‘A Vow of Silence: Did gold stolen by Croatian fascists 
reach the Vatican?’ U.S. News & World Report (24 March 2012) 

3 See, for example: http://www. ianpaisley.org/article.asp? Artk ey=easternorthodox (2014) 

4 http://www.ianpaisley.org/article.asp? Artk ey=easternorthodox (2014) 

> Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p112 

® Zulfikarpasié, Adil, Milovan Djilas, NadeZda Gaée. The Bosniak. p62 

7 ‘Metr. Petar was arrested on May 12, 1941. He was imprisoned first in the ‘Beledija’ prison, and then three 
days later he was transported to the ‘Kerestinec’ prison ... The circumstances of his death are inconsistent. 
After enduring severe torture, he was moved to Koprivnica and then to Jasenovac (or Gospic). According to 
the testimonies of Jovo Furtula and Jovo Lubura from the Sarajevo District, Metr. Petar was killed in 
Jasenovac. His corpse was then thrown in the fiery furnace used for brick making. However, another version 
states that Metr. Petar was taken to Gospic, namely Jadovno, where he was killed in a monstrous manner.’ 
(http://orthodoxwiki.org/Petar_(Zimonji%C4%87)_of Dabar-Bosna (2012)) 

8 the full wiki ‘Ivan Sari¢’ (2016) 

° State Department Report on Krunoslav Draganovic. Memorandum for Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Security, Department of State. From: Deputy Director for Plans. Subject: Dr Krunoslav Stjepan Draganovic. 
Dated 9 January 1968. Source: the full wiki ‘Ivan Sarié’ (2016) 
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conversion of the members of the Eastern Orthodox Church in Slavonia, Srijem and 
Bosnia: 


Special offices and church committees must be created immediately for those to be 
converted. These committees will help the curates with their work, not only in 
organising the conversions, but in creating parishes of those convertees. Let every 
curate remember that these are historic days for our missions, and we must under 
no circumstances let this opportunity pass by but must work with all our strength 
to attain our goals. Now we must show with our work what we have been talking 
about for centuries in theory. We have done very little until now as far as 
conversion is concerned, simply because we were undetermined and afraid of 
small obstacles and complaints from people. Every great work has someone 
opposing it, but we must not allow our spirits to be lowered. Our universal mission, 
the salvation of souls and the greatest glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, is involved in 
this issue. Our work is legal because it is in accord with official Vatican policy, 
with the directives of the saintly congregation of the Cardinals for the Eastern 
church ... and with the circular of the government of the Independent State of 
Croatia of 30 July 1941, which desires that members of the Eastern Orthodox 
Church be converted to the Catholic faith.'** 


Monsignor Antun AkSamovi¢, Bishop of Dakovo 


In political matters, Bishop AkSamovic¢ imitated the famed English Vicar of Bray 
who changed both his politics and his religion according to who was in power.* 

Before the war, AkSamovi¢ had been the most pro-Yugoslav Catholic bishop in the 
country, but following the establishment of the NDH, he strongly supported Paveli¢ 
and Hitler.* He and his entire consistory greeted the return of Pavelié from exile with 
the following message: 


Into the hands of the great son of the Croatian people, the hero of our race, the 
Liberator and Creator of the Independent State of Croatia, sovereign and leader, Dr 
Pavelic, we place our sacred oath that we will remain wide awake as guardians of 
national consciousness on the eastern ramparts of our dear fatherland ... May 
divine blessing accompany our proud hero and wise leader Ante Paveli¢.° 


Dr Milan Bulaji¢, in his 4-volume dissertation on the UstaSa crimes of genocide, 
recorded that Antun AkSamovic: 


' Forcible Conversion 

2. The Vatican and Fascism in the 20th century. http://freetruth.5Owebs.org/A7c.htm (2009) 

3 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican's Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. Ch 8. “The True Inspirer, Promoter and Executor of the Religious Massacres: 
The Vatican’. 

4 http://pavelic-papers.com/documents/vatican/va0013.html (2009) 

> Title: Letter: Bishop AkSamovié on Prayer for the ‘Crusade War’. Source: Glasnik Biskupije Dakovaco- 
srijemske, 1941. No 18. 154-155. Quoted in: Novak, Viktor. Magnum Crimen - The Great Crime — a half- 
century of clericalism in Croatia, from the end of 19th century until the end of the Second World War. p569 
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Took over the Serbian Orthodox churches in his jurisdictional area and converted 
them to Catholic churches. He ordered many of the Orthodox churches destroyed 
such as those in Bracevci, Poucje, Depsin, Tenje, Dalj, Markusica, Kucanci, 
Budimci, Poganovei, Bijelo Brdo, Borovo Selo, Trpinje, Bobota, Pacetin, Brsadin, 
Cepin, Martinci Cepinski, Trnjani, Klokocevik, Topolje, and Brod na Savi.! 


AkSamovic, an enthusiastic supporter of forced conversion, also sent the following 
proclamation to all Orthodox Serbs in his diocese: 


Up to now I have received into the fold of the Catholic Church several dozens of 
thousands of Orthodox. Follow the examples of these brothers of yours, send 
without delay your request for your prompt conversion to Catholicism. By being 
converted, you will be left in peace in your home.” 


Consequently, one of the biggest mass conversions of Serbs took place in his 
bishopric of Dakovo. There were some priests who thought that forcible conversion 
was not in the spirit of Christian teaching, but pressure from their bishops obliged them 
to fall into line. Bishop AkSamovic¢’s chaplain, Dr Duka Maric, at a post-War hearing 
before Yugoslav authorities said: 


In 


I and my friend and colleague Stjepan Bogutovac were forced by our bishop, 
AkSamovic, to go as missionaries to the Orthodox towns of Paucje and Cenkovo 
and to perform there the rituals of rechristening all the inhabitants within a week’s 
time? 


1941, the printer for the official diocesan journal of Dakovo issued a leaflet 


which was widely distributed among the Serbs. It read: 


AU Bw N 


The Lord Jesus Christ said that there shall be one pasture and one shepherd. This 
unity must be carried out in the Independent State of Croatia. Inhabitants of the 
Greek-Eastern faith, hear this friendly advice! The Bishop of Dakovo has already 
received thousands of citizens in the Holy Catholic Church, and these citizens 
received certificates of honesty from the state authorities. Follow these brothers of 
yours, and report as soon as possible for rechristening into the Catholic Church. As 
Catholics, you will be allowed to remain in your homes. You may increase your 
property in peace and rear your children for God and for the Independent State of 
Croatia. In the Catholic Church you will insure the saving of your immortal 
souls.4> 


AkSamovic was personally decorated by Paveli¢ because ‘His Excellency the 
Bishop has from the very beginning cooperated with the UstaSa authorities.’° 


http: 
http: 
Ibid. 


/www.orthodoxchristianity.net/forum/index.php?topic=3556.70;wap2 (2016) 
/www.christianaggression.org/item_display.php?type=ARTICLES&id=1104450145 (2009) 


Forcible Conversion 


The Catholic Encyclopedia records that ‘the Catholic doctrine on the nature, unity, substantiality, spirituality, 
and origin of the soul ... is the only system consistent with Christian faith, and, we may add, morals ...’. 
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In 1945, when the tide had turned, AkSamovi¢ praised Tito and hosted a peace 
conference in Zagreb. ! 


Synopsis 
Archbishop Sari¢ of Sarajevo 
Sari¢ frequently published his writings eulogising Paveli¢. He condemned Jews 
and Serbs as ‘vipers’ and ‘wolves’. 


He himself became an UstaSa, and sent instructions to the clergy to support the 
UstaSa authorities in all their efforts. 


Sari¢ raised his right hand in the Usta’a-Nazi salute ‘at every opportunity, 
public or private.’ 


He took part in mass conversions and celebrated the slaughter of civilians in his 
diocese; while publications under his control poured vituperation on 
‘schismatics’, that is, the Christian Orthodox. 


In the vicinity of Sarajevo, entire villages were exterminated and razed. 


Sarié not only knew about, but also encouraged, the persecution of Serbs. 
Public hanging of the Orthodox became so common in Sarajevo that Sarié 
became known as ‘the Hangman of the Serbs’. 


Bishop AkSamovic of Dakovo 


He was not only an enthusiastic supporter of forced conversion, he also forced 
other ecclesiastics under his control to perform rituals of rechristening. 


AkSamovi¢ was personally decorated by Paveli¢ because he had ‘from the very 
beginning cooperated with the UstaSa authorities.’ 


A Final Summation 


Members of the Croatian Catholic hierarchy endorsed the butchery in the Roman 
Catholic Independent State of Croatia and generally played a morally bankrupt and 
‘shameful role’ in the atrocities. 


' Title: Letter: Bishop AkSamovié on Prayer for the ‘Crusade War’. Source: Glasnik Biskupije Dakovaco- 


srijemske, 1941, No 18, 154-155. Quoted in: Novak, Viktor. Magnum Crimen - The Great Crime — a half- 
century of clericalism in Croatia, from the end of 19th century until the end of the Second World War. p569 
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Hatred is so natural a vice of the churchman that the Romans had a word 
for it: ‘Odium theologicum ’. Isaac Goldberg 


The infamy of the Franciscans was so great in pre-War Yugoslavia and War-time 
Croatia, that this chapter has been specifically devoted to them. It comprises an 
amalgamation of a few references to them in other chapters plus others unique to this 
one. 

‘Some of the most extreme nationalists from amongst the clergy came from the 
ranks of the Franciscans ... They were notorious for their cruelty towards Serbian 
prisoners and for their enthusiasm for forced conversions.’ Edmond Paris lists a 
‘horrific litany’ of crimes by the Franciscans, and affirms that the list could be 
‘extended infinitely’ .! 

Franciscans are people and religious orders who are said to adhere to the teachings 
and spiritual disciplines of Francis of Assisi and of his main associates and followers. 
The Franciscan Order is also sometimes referred to as the Seraphic Order. Their motto 
is ‘Pax et bonum’ — ‘Peace and Good’. Notwithstanding their Seraphic exonym, it is 
clear that in Yugoslavia and Croatia the Franciscans diverged widely from both their 
motto and the ethos of Francis. 


Overview 


In seeking to oppose any possible expansion of the Orthodox Church, the Holy See 
recruited the more compliant Franciscans to assume local clerical duties in Yugoslavia. 
Thus it came about that there was a remarkable and intense involvement of the 
Franciscans in the many macabre and subversive activities in the NDH. They partici- 
pated in acts of terrorism, were conspicuous in the massacres, were routinely armed, 
and performed their murders with zeal. At the head of UstaSe bands they killed, 
incinerated homes, and sacked villages. A measure of their involvement in these dark 
events is the occurrence of 196 instances of the words Franciscan(s) in the text of this 
book. 

Fred Singleton, head of the Yugoslav Studies department at Bradford University, in 
his A Short History of the Yugoslav People, recorded that the Franciscans were some of 
the most extreme nationalists: 


They were notorious for their cruelty towards Serbian prisoners and for their 
enthusiasm for forced conversions.” 


Cali Ruchala is an independent journalist and co-founder of Diacritica Press. In his 
Lord of the Danse Macabre: Ante Pavelic and the Independent State of Croatia he 
confirms that the Balkan Franciscans having cast aside most of Francis of Assisi’s 
principles of love for all living creatures, then ‘to ancient slaughters they helped 


' Deschner, Karlheinz. God and the Fascists: The Vatican Alliance with Mussolini, Franco, Hitler, and 
Paveli¢. p205 
2 Singleton, Fred. A Short History of the Yugoslav People. p180 
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themselves with both hands.’! 

The famous British novelist Evelyn Waugh, a conservative Catholic, was part of an 
Allied mission to the Communist-led partisans of Tito. In a letter to his superior he 
stated that the Franciscans from Bosnia and Herzegovina (Hercegovina) were: 


recruited from the least cultured part of the population ... and several wholly 
unworthy men were attracted to the Franciscan Order by the security and com- 
parative ease which it offered. Many ... were sent to Italy for training. Their 
novitiate was in the neighbourhood of Paveli¢’s HQ at Siena, where UstaSa agents 
made contact with them ... Sarajevo is credibly described as having been a centre 
of Franciscan Usta8aism.”7 


In his book Mit Gott und den Faschisten: Der Vatikan im Bunde mit Mussolini, 
Franco, Hitler und Pavelic (God and the Fascists: The Vatican in Alliance with 
Mussolini, Franco, Hitler and Paveli¢), writer and researcher Dr Karlheinz Deschner* 
confirmed that: 


Catholics were urged from the church pulpits to persecute Orthodox Serbs and 
especially arduous in this were the Franciscans whose monasteries have for a long 
time served as meeting grounds for the UstaSe.° 


Franciscan Support of Paveli¢ and the UstaSa 


Franciscan Dr Peter Berkovic, head priest in Drnis, founded several UstaSa 
organisations in his district, and for years held office as a trusted UstaSa official. In a 
petition dated 7 May 1942, Dr Berkovic recounted the following services rendered to 
the Usta8a: 


During 14 years that I spent as priest in Drni8, my parish house was in a true sense 
of the word an UstaSa home. It was the meeting place of all UstaSe, not only for 
those from our region but also for all those who came there to organise the Ustasa 
movement. UstaSa leaflets were received there, and were distributed from there. 
Before the uprising I was an Usta8a confidante and a state commissioner, and I 
took in my hands all civil and military powers, and with the UstaSe I disarmed one 
entire division [of the Yugoslav army].° 


The services rendered by Dr. Berkovic are also seen from the following document 
issued by the UstaSa Tabor in Dmi8 on 25 July 1941: 


' Ruchala, Cali. Lord of the Danse Macabre: Ante Pavelié and the Independent State of Croatia 

2 Singleton, Fred. A Short History of the Yugoslav People. p180 

3 Letter from Captain Evelyn Waugh to Brigadier Fitzroy MacLean. Quoted in: Anthony, Rhodes. The Vatican 
in the Age of the Dictators, 1922-1945. p328 

4 Dr Deschner was raised a Roman Catholic, and was, for a time, a student of theology. 

5 Source: http://www.srpska-mreza.com/History/ww2/u-allies.html (2008) 

6 How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War II ‘The Case of 
Archbishop Stepinac’. See also: The Case of Archbishop Stepinac. http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/ 
62/123.html (2016) 
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Affidavit by which this UstaSa Tabor testifies that Fra Peter Dr Berkovic, priest in 
Dmis, is a good and honest Croatian, and that he has never sinned against the 
interests and honour of the Croatian people but has fearlessly spent 14 years 
fighting for the UstaSa movement. Until 10 April 1941, he was Usta8a confidante 
for the DrniS region. On 11 April 1941, he was appointed UstaSa confidante for the 
entire district of Knin. In that capacity he took in his hands all civil and military 
powers and together with the UstaSe disarmed an entire division of the Yugoslav 
Army.! 


In his book Rivoluzione in Jugoslavia (Revolution in Yugoslavia), Alfio Russo 
described how he saw Ante Paveli¢ speaking to his followers. The ‘friars and priests 
waved their handkerchiefs and vocally applauded.’ So he asked: ‘How can priests and 
monks support the regime of a man who practises violence?’ ‘These friars and priests 
hate the Orthodox,’ was the answer. 

Hrvatski Narod of 4 July 1941 hailed the Franciscan priest Radoslav Glavas as a 
great organiser of the UstaSa. The article said in part: 


A young and energetic Franciscan, Dr Radoslav Glavas, came to Siroki Brijeg and 
placed himself at the head of the struggle. A plan was even drawn to prevent the 
mobilisation of the Yugoslav Army. Thus the historic day of April 10th was wel- 
comed, and in the night between April 10th and 11th the UstaSe disarmed the local 
gendarmerie and captured the post office.? 


In April 1944, the Minister of Education, Dr Makanec, and other members of the 
Paveli¢ cabinet, visited the college of the Franciscan monastery in Visoko where they 
were greeted by Father Drljic who declared: 


Our hearts and the hearts of all our students and clerics are full of joy on this day ... 
In the name of the entire faculty as well as in the names of hundreds of youthful 
Usta8e hearts of our entire student body, we greet you with the call: ‘Ready for the 
Chieftain and for the Fatherland!’ Sarajevo Katolicki Dnevnik (Sarajevo Catholic 
Diary) Nos. 4 and 5, 1944.4 


Many of the priests of the Brotherhood of Crusaders and of Catholic Action took or 
gave military training, or were officers of the UstaSa units, for example, Father 
Radoslav Cilavas, a Franciscan monk, and Chaplain Ivan Miletié. 

Other priests were proposed for decoration as members of the UstaSa, even before 
the assassination of King Alexander (Aleksandar). These included: Dr Franjo Binicki, 
Vilim Cecelja, Dr Radoslav Glavas, Ivan Jakovic, Ivan Mikan, Franciscan Didak Ceric, 
Canon Dr Tomo Seferovi¢, and Franciscan Mladen Barbaric. 


The Armed Franciscans 
Taking up arms as though in a mediaeval crusade, the Catholic clergy were 
The Case of Archbishop Stepinac 
Source: Kosti¢, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p214 


Creation of the Nazi Puppet State. Source: Ibid. 
The Case of Archbishop Stepinac 
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transformed, ‘into thorough going butcher-leaders.”! 

Many of the UstaSa officers were Catholic priests, and often friars, who had taken 
an oath to fight with dagger and gun for the ‘triumph of Christ and Croatia’ .? 

Many Franciscans boasted of their military activities against the Yugoslavian Army. 
The exploits of others who fell in battle were recalled in their obituaries* Others 
became Commandants of concentration camps.* 

Croatian priests, with the Franciscans in the forefront, took up arms to exterminate 
the ‘infidels’. Abbé Dyonisius Juricev, Paveli¢’s confessor, preached: 


It is no longer a sin to kill a seven year old child who violates UstaSa laws. 
Although I am wearing a clerical garb, I must use the machine gun, too.> 


Franciscan Mate Mogus stated in Novi List: 


Until now, dear brethren, we have been defending our faith with cross and the 
breviary; now is the time for the rifle and the revolver.°” 


Father Mogus was the first UstaSe commandant in the District of Udbina. He 
organised the UstaSe militia and disarmed Yugoslav troops. At a meeting in Udbina he 
stated: 


Look, people, at these 16 brave UstaSe, who have 16,000 bullets and who will kill 
16,000 Serbs ...8 


Franciscan Involvement in the Massacres 


Monks and friars were the backbone of the policy of Archbishop Stepinac’s forced 
conversions. Many participated in acts of terrorism and were conspicuous in the 
massacres. 

The writer John Comwell recorded that many Franciscans were routinely armed 
and performed their murders with zeal. Other Franciscans at the head of UstaSe bands 
killed, incinerated homes, and sacked villages.’ Armed Franciscan priests took part in 
the Croatian atrocities with gusto.'° The eBulletin Catholica: A global conversation 
(Catholic Spirituality for adults) contains the words: 


But the prize for massacres goes to the Franciscans.!! 


' Falconi, Carlo. The Silence of Pius XII. p298 

2 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. Ch 7. ‘Catholic Friars, Priests, Executioners, Bishops and Murderers’ 

3 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’s Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. Ch 6. ‘Christ and the Ustashi march together’ 

Ibid. Ch 5. ‘The triumph of terrorism’ 

See, for example: Kosti¢, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p117 

See, for example: Ibid. p81 

Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican's Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. p67 
8 Ibid. p62 
° Cornwell, John. Hitler's Pope: The Secret History of Pius XII. p254 

'0 Noel, Gerard. Pius XII: The Hound of Hitler. p122 
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Claims against the UstaSe and the Franciscans include torture, mass rape, 
mutilations, burnings, and the destruction of both Christian Orthodox Churches and 
Jewish Synagogues.! 

‘Killing all the Serbs in as little time as possible. That is our agenda.’ Said 
Franciscan Friar Simié 

Father Morber was a leader of the UstaSe. In the village of Stikade, near Graéac, he 
invited the Serbs to be converted. Because there was some reluctance, the UstaSe 
massacred them with rifles and hammers and threw their bodies, some still alive, into a 
ditch.? 

Friar Dionizije Juricev, Head of the Religious Department of the NDH, stated: 


No people other than Croats may any longer live in this land, because this is 
Croatian land, and we will know what to do with anybody who is not willing to 
get converted. In those regions yonder, I arranged for everything to be cleared 
away, everything from a chicken to an old man, and should that be necessary, I 
shall do so here, too, since it is not sinful nowadays to kill even a seven-year-old 
child, if it is standing in the way of our Usta¥a order. 


The Glina Massacre was the murder of more than two thousand Serbs in a single 
night in August 1941 by the UstaSe in the town of Glina, Krajina, in Croatia. Most of 
the victims were butchered with knives — inside their own Orthodox church. There was 
so much blood flowing that it spilled over the church’s threshold on to the street. It was 
one of the largest single acts of mass murder to occur in Yugoslavia during World 
War II. The Massacre came at the instigation of the Minister of Justice, Mirko Puc and 
the prior of the Franciscan monastery of Cuntié, Castimir Hermann. 

Corrado Zoli, president of the Italian Geographical Society, published his 
eyewitness account of atrocities in Bosnia/Croatia in the 18 September 1941 issue of 
the prominent journal i/ Resto del Carlino under an article entitled ‘Gli Uccellini di 
Gracac’ (‘The Fledglings of Graéac’). Contrasting the Catholic priests in Croatia with 
the great Saint Francis of Assisi. He wrote: 


There were special bands who performed the massacres and are probably still 
doing so, actually led and incited by Catholic priests and monks. This is more than 
confirmed. There was a monk near Travnik with the crucifix in one hand who was 
inciting a band of people whom he had organised and was leading ... 


The first brother of Assisi spoke with the birds and fish, calling them brothers and 
sisters, but his disciples and spiritual heirs, filled with hate, massacre the people in 
the Independent State of Croatia, who are before God and the Father, their own 
brothers, brothers of the same blood, the same language, the same mother earth 
which has nourished them with the sap from her breasts. They massacre, they kill, 


' http://www.remnantofgod.org/ustashe.htm (2005) 
2 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. p84 
3 http://4international.wordpress.com/2008/03/19/tudjman-the-croatian-ustashe-nazi-genocide-of-krajina- 
serbs-in-1991/ (2009) 
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they bury people alive. They throw their victims into the rivers, the sea and into 
crevices. Bands of these killers still exist and they are in a state of frenzied 
excitement, led on by the priests and the Catholic religious officials.!? 


And: 
The situation is acquiring the most dangerous features of a religious war ... 


In Travnik, about 100 km south of Banja Luka, already during the first few days, a 
friar began to incite the band he was leading with a Crucifix in his hand, and soon 
took to carrying arms himself. In other words, those were the Middle Ages, but 
much worse because of the use of machine guns, hand grenades, cans of gasoline, 
and dynamite sticks ...7 


Three days later, Zoli reaffirmed his perceptions and explained: 


All these miseries were caused by the arrival of a small number of Ustashi from 
Zagreb who organized, armed, and led the persecution movement against the 
Orthodox, jointly responsible, or even in competition with, the fanatical village 
Catholic clergy.* 


The Prefect of the Congregation of Eastern Churches at that time, Eugene Cardinal 
Tisserant, confirmed the involvement of the Franciscans in a letter that he sent in 
March 1942 to Nikola RuSinovic, Croatia’s representative to the Holy See: 


I know for a fact, that it is the Franciscans themselves who have taken part in 
attacks against the Orthodox populations so as to destroy the Orthodox Church ... I 
know for sure that the Franciscans in Bosnia and Herzegovina have acted 
abominably, and this pains me. Such acts should not be committed by educated, 
cultured, civilised people, let alone by priests.° 


Tisserant, a Slavonic expert, told a Croat representative on 6 March 1942: 


it is the Franciscans themselves, as for example Father Simi¢ of Knin, who have 
taken part in attacks against the Orthodox populations so as to destroy the 
Orthodox Church in Banja Luka ...° 


The historian Emest Nolte referred to ‘the active collaboration of friars and other 
priests’ in the events in the NDH, which ‘became during the war simultaneously an 
immense conversion church and a gigantic slaughterhouse.’’ 

Catholics were urged from the pulpits to persecute Orthodox Serbs, and especially 


' Article by Corrado Zoli in: I/ Resto del Carlino. Quoted in: Paris, Edmond. Genocide in Satellite Croatia, 
1941-1945: A Record of Racial and Religious Persecution and Massacres. Source: http://www.jerusalim. 
org/cd/biblioteka/pavelicpapers/vatican/va0005.html (2009) 

2. The Case of Archbishop Stepinac 

3 Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p245 

4 Ibid. 
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© Cornwell, John. Hitler's Pope: The Secret History of Pius XII. p259 

7 Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p53. There is also evidence of extensive 
Franciscan banditry in Sicily — see below. 
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strenuous in this were the Franciscans, whose monasteries served for a long time as 
meeting grounds for the UstaSe. Franciscan monks had key roles in nearly every aspect 
of the UstaSa’s activities, they ‘launched a campaign of forced conversion,’ and 
together with priests, were conspicuous in the massacres. 

The Franciscans also used their Croatian monasteries as arsenals. Dr Deschner 
recorded that: 


The sons of St Francis, whose monasteries had served for many years as arms 
depots, distinguished themselves particularly in the extermination of the Orthodox. 
And this did not come about by chance.! 


Italian historian and former Catholic priest, Carlo Falconi, found that with few 
exceptions: 


it is almost impossible to imagine a UstaSe punitive expedition without a priest at 
its head spurring it on, and usually a Franciscan.” 

He then commented that the Franciscans ‘distinguished themselves in these 
enterprises’ .°4 

Typical statements by Franciscans were: ‘Although I am wearing a clerical garb, I 
must use the machine gun, too’; and, ‘now is the time for the rifle and the revolver.’ 
Tugomir Soldo was organiser of the massacre of Capljina and nearby villages. 
Augustin Cievola carried a revolver that was a notable part of his habit. Prior Castimir 
Hermann directed a massacre that began in the Orthodox church of Glina and lasted 
eight days. Srecko Peric instructed his fellow UstaSe: ‘Kill all Serbs.’ The result was a 
massacre during which more than 5600 Orthodox Christians were killed. 

Karlo Grbavac was a Franciscan priest who participated extensively in slaughtering 
Serbs in Duvno. He was a Chaplain in the UstaSa Army, and therefore directly 
responsible to Archbishop Stepinac, who was Supreme Apostolic Vicar to the Army. 

Mijo Cujié, another Franciscan, gave instructions for the massacre of Serbs in the 
villages of Prisoje and Vrila, where not one person was allowed to remain alive.° 

Miroslav Filipovié was the most notorious Franciscan. His murders were so 
copious and his methods so barbaric that he was nicknamed ‘Father Satan’ and 
‘Brother Devil’. 

While still a chaplain, he was assigned to the 2nd Poglavnik Bodyguard Brigade 
(an UstaSa military formation) in Banja Luka. On 7 February 1942 it raided the Serb 
Orthodox villages of Drakulié, Sargovac and Motike. A total of 2730 Serbs, including 
500 children, died on that occasion, usually by axe or pick-axe.° Viktor Novak was a 
former Catholic priest and professor and historian at Belgrade University. In his book 


' Source: Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p101 
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Magnum crimen - pola vijeka klerikalizma u Hrvatskoj (The Great Crime - a half- 
century of clericalism in Croatia) he described the macabre scene where Filipovi¢ of 
the Petri¢evac Monastery entered a classroom along with twelve UstaSe. He ordered 
the teacher to bring a Serb child to the front of the class. The teacher called to Radojka 
Glamoéanin, a pretty and neat child, the daughter of a respected citizen of Drakuli¢ 
then imprisoned in Germany. Filipovic gently received the child, lifted her to the 
lectern and then slowly began to slit her throat in front of the other children, the teacher 
and the UstaSe. The horrified children screamed and jumped. Filipovié then, in 
dignified fashion, addressed the UstaSe: 


UstaSe, by this in the name of God I baptise these degenerates and you should 
follow my example. I am the first to accept all sin onto my soul; I will confess you 
and absolve you of all sin.!?# 


Friar Filipovi¢ then ordered the teacher to take all the Serb children into the school 
yard. He issued the same order to the teacher in another classroom. In the school yard, 
he placed the twelve UstaSe in a circle and then ordered the children to run next to 
them: 


As each child passed, an UstaSe would gouge out an eye and push it into the 
child’s slit belly; he would cut off an ear from a second, the nose from a third, a 
finger from a fourth, the cheeks from a fifth ... And so on until all the children 
collapsed. Then the Usta8e finished them off in the snow.’ 


The respected Rome daily // Tempo, published in No. 250, on 9 September 1953, a 
report on Father Vjekoslav Simic¢: 


On 21 May 1941, the commander of the Italian ‘Sassari’ division in Knin was 
called upon by three persons, among them a Father Simic of the Franciscans. They 
declared that they had been designated by the Zagreb government to take over the 
civil administration in that region. The Italian general asked them what they were 
contemplating as the direction of their policy. It was Father Simic who replied: ‘To 
kill all the Serbs in as little time as possible’. The commander of the ‘Sassari’ did 
not believe his own ears. He made him repeat it. And he did: ‘To kill all the Serbs 
in the shortest time possible. That is our program.’ 


' The Case of Archbishop Stepinac 
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‘T am aghast,’ the Italian high commander stated, that the heinousness of such a 
project does not seem to be realized and that a man of the cloth, who is also a 
Franciscan, would be promoting it!’!* 


According to the sworn statements of witnesses concerning Father Simic: 


All murders of the Serbs were perpetrated under his orders and according to his 
directions. Moreover, he personally murdered Serbs. He accompanied the Ustashi 
to Bosanski Grahovo, Kijevo, and Vrlika, imprisoned Serbs in those areas and 
murdered them. 


Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac later promoted Father Simi¢ to the post of military 
chaplain.4 

In parenthesis, it is worthy of note that the Franciscans have been ruthless 
murderers elsewhere. For example:> 

(In the 1950s ‘In one place alone, Mazzarino [Sicily], the Mafia’s reign of terror 
was hurled at everyone who spoke in the confessional of their hatred of the underworld. 
Catholic men and their wives and children became the horrified victims of the hooded 
Franciscan friars, or witnessed their brutal crimes ... There was murder by hanging or 
beheading, there was attempted murder, there were sexual assaults and orgies, there 
was extortion.” 

(Signore Angelo Cannada, an old native of Sicily, came to the Vatican to seek an 
audience with Pius XII. He spoke to Sister Pascalina of the crimes of the Franciscans, 
and ‘begged to talk with the Holy Father and lay proof before his Holiness of the 
ongoing crimes by the Catholic clergy. But despite Pascalina’s pleas Pius’s doors 
remained closed.”’ 

(Cannada gave an alarming description. Not only was the Church aligned with the 
Mafia in Sicily, but for decades Franciscan friars had been terrorising the countryside. 
He swore that he had seen a priest cut off the head of his own abbot on a refectory 
table. He begged for a papal investigation. The nun told Pius everything the old man 
had said, but Pius refused to take any action. Four days after Signore Cannada returned 
to Sicily he was murdered.® 

(Cardinal Ruffini of Sicily was vehemently criticised by French Cardinal Tisserant: 


(Ruffini is a powerful man in Sicily. Even Vizzini, who runs the Mafia there, 
bows to him. Vizzini not only kisses the ring of the Archbishop of Palermo, 
but he kisses his ass as well. Pius [XII] is afraid to take action. Afraid that any 
stand the papacy might take would lead to widespread governmental 
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investigations and prosecutions. With our clergy involved, the publicity alone 
could wreck the Church. Besides, Ruffini is too powerful for Pius to tackle.! 


(At that time Cardinal Ruffini’s home town of Palermo was the murder capital of 
the world. Additionally, immense quantities of heroin were being imported, en route to 
the US and other countries. There was also a multitude of stories of crimes by the 
Franciscans. Signore Di Stefano, the police chief of Mazzarino, reported that: 


(The Franciscans were clever operators. They were the shrewdest of 
businessmen, and many carried loaded guns; some even had sub-machine 
guns for protection. Their interests ranged from loan sharking to pornography. 
Their personal wealth was enormous. Even though they had taken vows of 
poverty, most of the priests and monks had millions of lire stashed in various 
banks throughout Italy.”° 


(As the investigations increased and evidence against the Franciscans mounted, 
Pius grew fearful that the crimes and scandals would shatter the faith of Catholics and 
bring terrible disgrace upon the Church. The Pope insisted to Sister Pascalina that ‘The 
press must never be allowed to publish these diabolical acts by the Franciscans! The 
faithful everywhere would be horrified. The faith in Holy Mother Church would be 
greatly threatened.”4 

(Further damning evidence was obtained, but when it looked as though the 
Franciscans would finally be brought to trial, Pius XII avoided any adverse world 
opinion of the institutional Church by turning ‘the full force of Vatican influence to 
delay prosecution of the Franciscans’ throughout his papacy. **) 


Franciscans and the Concentration Camps 


Orthodox Serbs were sent to concentration camps where mass killings were carried 
out by executioners, including several Franciscan monks and priests.’ 

Fra Ivo Brkan, a Franciscan priest from Koraca was responsible for the arrest of 
about 500 Serbs who were taken to the concentration camps in Luzane, Muratovac, 
and Derventa. From there, they were taken to the camp in Slavonski Brod where they 
were brutally tortured. None of the innocents ever returned home.® 

Franciscan Petar Brzica, won a bet by reportedly cutting the throats of 1360 
prisoners in one night. Brzica was a member of the Catholic Crusaders (Krizari). 

Egon Berger, a survivor, recalled Franciscan Filipovié taking the children from 
three women, who begged for mercy and offered themselves in place of their children: 
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They threw two children to the ground, and the third into the air like a ball. Fra 
Majstorovic, holding a spike pointing upwards, pierced it three times, while the 
fourth time, to the accompaniment of both lamentation and laughter, the child 
remained impaled on the spike. The mothers were thrown to the ground, tearing 
their hair, and when they began a terrible screaming, UstaSe of the 14th Osijek 
Company took them off and liquidated them. 


Only selected individuals were killed by a shot in the back of the neck. The victim 
had to kneel with his hands bound with wire. Death usually came quickly, except for 
those shot by Franciscan Filipovi¢-Majstorovic — he shot at an angle to ‘torment the 
criminal a bit’, who took hours to die. 

Filipovic-Majstorovié became the infamous camp commandant of the notorious 
Jasenovac death camp (the ‘Balkan Auschwitz’),! where he was nicknamed ‘Father 
Satan’ by inmates.* In the camp, with the assistance of several Croat Franciscan 
monks,*> tens of thousands of Serbs, Jews and Gypsies were annihilated under 
conditions so barbaric (often butchered with knives or special hammers — to save 
precious bullets) that even hardened German officers complained to Berlin. General 
Edmund Glaise von Horstenau, for example, referred to the ‘unspeakable swinishness 
of this gang of murderers and criminals’. The senior German commander in the 
Balkans described such camps as ‘the peak of abomination’ .° 

Savo DelibaSi¢, a survivor of Jasenovac, recorded that Friar ‘Majstorovic’ 
Filipovic: 
was most eager to kill young women or girls by cutting off their breasts and 
genital organs, and then slaughter them. He would lick his knife after every such 
killing. He cut his victims’ throats so skillfully and so quickly that ‘Maks’ Luburic¢ 
called him ‘the Master,’ which is the origin of his pseudonym ‘Majstorovic’ (‘the 
Master’).° 


A witness, Tomo Karkac, later stated: 


Very often during my imprisonment in Jasenovac I saw Majstorovié shoot 
prisoners during so-called ‘public performances’. Majstorovic¢ also kept this short 
rubber hose, which he sometimes held over his victims wounds, saying: ‘I want to 
get drunk on Communist (or Jewish) blood.’” 


Another inmate of Jasenovac stated that Majstorovi¢ ‘represented the very 
personification of evil and all the most terrible things.’ Once, he sent all Serbian 
women and children to the cellar of a prison and then had water from the nearby Sava 
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River flood the cellar, trapping and drowning all of them. ‘The moans and screams of 
the dying people on that occasion were awful and were intended as a threat to terrify 
those still alive, who would surely face the same or similar fate.’ It was designed to 
inflict psychological torture on the remainder.' 

Croatian paramilitaries, led by Filipovi¢, killed more than 2300 Serbs (among them 
500 children) in Drakuli¢é, Motike and Sargovac (a part of the Banja Luka 
municipality).” 

After the war, Majstorovi¢ was put on trial for war crimes, where he was sentenced 
to death. He was hanged wearing the friar’s robes he often wore in the camp. 


Franciscans and Forced Conversions 


With the ‘regulations on facilitating conversion’, which emanated from Archbishop 
Stepinac’s Zagreb office, the lower Catholic clergy came into its own, and: 


developed a rather bloody missionary activity. Taking the lead in working hand in 
glove with the Ustashi, and imposing upon the Serbian people a repression which 
was designed to lead to mass conversions, was the order of Franciscans. 


The effectiveness of this policy of forced coercion was confirmed in Katolicki List, 
whose columns were controlled by Archbishop Stepinac. It stated in its issue No. 38 in 
1941: 


The entire village of Budinci was rechristened to the Catholic faith. A parish of 
over 2300 souls was created in the village. The preparation for the rechristening 
was made by the Franciscan from Nasice, Father Sidonije Scholz, and other priests. 


As an example of the Catholic debasement and destruction of Orthodox churches 
and property, in the town of Bijelo Brdo, the ‘Church of the Translation of the Relics of 
Saint Nicholas’ was converted into a Catholic Church, while local Orthodox citizens 
were forcibly converted to Catholicism. The iconostasis was removed, and 
woodcarvings were destroyed at the behest of Franciscan Kamilo Kolb. 

At Fruska Gora, 15 Orthodox buildings were given to the Franciscans. 

On 31 July 1942 Franciscan priest, Ivo Brkan sent a letter to the UstaSa prefect at 
Dervanta, on the subject of the marriage to Croatian men of widowed Serbian women 
whose husbands had been ‘taken away’ by the UstaSe. Author and journalist Richard 
West called this ‘one of the vilest documents ever written.” 


Synopsis 
In the Independent State of Croatia, the ‘Seraphic’ Franciscans delighted in 


evangelising and exterminating in diverse diabolical ways on behalf of their 
Church. 
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Nowhere else in Europe was faith to become so ruthlessly prostituted for 
such evil. Cali Ruchala! 


Catholic Nuns 


Sisters of various orders played an active part in such organisations as the “UstaSa 
Women’s Shoot”. Katolicki Tjednik, the newspaper controlled by the Archbishopric of 
Sarajevo, reported on 6 December 1942 that many Catholic sisters were decorated by 
Paveli¢ because of the assistance they gave UstaSa military units in the struggle against 
the Yugoslav Liberation Army.’ 

Nuns marched in military parades with their arms raised in the fascist salute, and 
abbesses were decorated with the UstaSa order. 

Nuns also prepared uniforms, emblems and medical equipment for UstaSa military 
detachments. 

A surviving prisoner of the infamous Stara Gradi8ka Concentration Camp, Mara 
Vejnovic-Smiljanié, has recorded how Catholic nuns poisoned masses of children in 
the camp: 


Masses of children were driven into a huge camp building, into each and every 
room of it. Some rooms admitted fifty children or more. The children could only 
stand upright in these rooms. That very day when the children were driven into 
these rooms, they were visited by three to four nuns dressed in dark brown robes 
with wide white caps on their heads. They carried buckets with some liquid in it 
and applied that liquid to the children’s mouths with brushes. When I and other 
female prisoners asked them what kind of liquid it was, they said it was to keep 
them from getting thirsty. 


However, only an hour or two after that the children began to scream, calling their 
mothers, sisters, aunts and other relatives by their names. The children were 
writhing with pain, their cries becoming increasingly horrified. They cried, ‘Oh, 
Mother, I am dying! Dear sister, I am in pain! Oh, my dear aunt, I am thirsty.’ They 
went into contortions and begin to fall, one over the other, as though there was no 
room to move. Arms and legs, bodies and heads were mingled. The dying 
children’s bodies began to disintegrate soon thereafter. Then there was a mixture of 
[the smell of] live flesh from the children’s disintegrating bodies with their fecal 
discharges. There were open wounds on the bodies of those poor children. They 
soon died, but not before suffering the most horrible pains and crying out loud. It 
lasted for days. 
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A group of prisoners were charged by the Ustashe to go into the rooms where the 
dead children were or where children were breathing their last breaths to put them 
in blankets and take them to places designated for the removal of the bodies. ! 


Catholic Clerics 
Clerics in the UstaSa Executive Government or as UstaSa Functionaries 


Numerous members of both the higher and lower clergy filled official army and 
administrative posts in the UstaSa regime. 

Many served in the Sabor (state parliament). According to a stenographic report of 
the UstaSa Sabor, the following priests were members: 

Ante AkSamovi¢, bishop of Dakovo; Bozidar Bralo, curate from Sarajevo’; Mijo 
Etinger, curate; Ante Irgolic, curate; Stjepan Paunic, curate; Ante Loncaric, canon; 
Matija Polic, canon; Dr Tomo Severovic, canon; Bonifacio Sipic, curate; Franjo 
Skrinjar, curate’; Alojzije Stepinac, Archbishop’. 

Others held important positions in the executive branch of the government. Bozidar 
Bralo was for a time UstaSa commissioner for Bosnia and Herzegovina. Others served 
as Ustasa district administrators.° 

Father Felix Niedzielski, the President of the Crusaders, was made Vice-Governor 
of Bosnia.° 

UstaSa functionaries included Petar Berkovié, Vilim Cecelj, Radoslav Glavas, and 
Ilija Tomas.’ Cecelja Martin, priest in Recice, District of Karlovac, was appointed to 
the post of UstaSa commander for the county of Recice. Dragutin Kamber, priest in 
Doboj, was appointed in April 1941 to the post of UstaSa confidante for the District of 
Doboj, with all political and civil power.® 

Andrija Artukovié studied at a Franciscan monastery at Siroki Brijeg in 
Herzegovina. In 1929, he joined the UstaSa, and led a failed uprising in Lika, after 
which he fled to Italy. In 1941, he was named Minister of the Interior in the NDH.? In 
order to execute the NDH’s racial and religious laws, the Directorate for Public 
Security under Eugen Dido Kvaternik was ordered by Artukovi¢ to create a series of 
concentration and extermination camps throughout Croatia.!° 

Nedelja, the paper of the Catholic Crusaders, in its issue of 10 August 1941, 
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announced that Father Grga Peinovic, Director of the Brotherhood of the Crusaders, 
was appointed President of the UstaSa Central Propaganda Office.! Nedelja also 
reported that many persons trained in the Crusader organisation were now occupying 
high positions in the Usta8a state.” 

Novi List of 1 July 1941, carried a government order appointing priest Didak Corié 
to the post of tabornik in Jaska; Ante Djuric, priest in the village of Divusa, to the post 
of camp officer for the District of Drvar; and priest Dragan Petranovic to the post of 
adjutant in the camp for the District of Ogulin.’ 


Clerics in the UstaSa Army 


Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac himself was made Supreme Apostolic Vicar of the 
UstaSa Army.* As deputies, Stepinac appointed the UstaSa priests Vilim Cecelja and 
Stipe Vuceti¢. By accepting the position of Vicar of the army, Stepinac indicated to the 
rest of the Catholic clergy in Croatia that they should support Pavelic’s regime. 

Following Stepinac’s lead, more than 100 priests volunteered for service as military 
chaplains. They went everywhere with Pavelic’s military units — into battle to plunder 
and massacre. Some even incited the UstaSe to further criminal acts.> These chaplains 
took an oath before a cross and two candles in front of which were a dagger and 
revolver.® Their tasks included not only raising the morale of the UstaSe in battle, but 
encouraging them to commit their merciless acts. This is evident from the speech of 
army chaplain, Father Sabic, who told Usta§Sa recruits on 12 November 1942: 


Be proud as you take the UstaSa oath, for with it you become members of the great 
UstaSa family, brothers and co-workers to our great Chieftain, brothers of those 
UstaSe who saved the honour of the Croatian people and who with pistol, bomb 
and dagger have gone further than our enemies ever dreamed they would go ...’ 


Some chaplains went with their army units to the Eastern front, where they were 
decorated with Nazi medals. Niko Daresic, curate from Trsten, fought as a volunteer 
there with the 369th Legion Regiment, and was decorated with the German medal ‘Ost 
Medaille’ (‘East Medal’). Priest Grujo Balokovic was also active on the Eastern front 
as a volunteer and received two medals. Dr Stjepan Bogutovac, a priest, was killed 
while fighting on that front. Celebrated UstaSa chaplains included Dr Ivo Guberina, 
chaplain of Paveli¢’s personal guard, and priests Josip Galesic, Ante Mikulic and Ivan 
Sehalja.® 

The Vjesnik Minorsa of 3 October 1942, reported that Joseph Kaurinovic, priest in 
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Prijedor, was posthumously decorated with the Great Silver Medal for Bravery, and 
cited for: 


his courageous and determined behaviour on the occasion of the attack of the 
rebels on the locality Prijedor, in the Spring of 1942, when with gun in hand he 
perished as a brave defender of the Independent State of Croatia.! 


Many priests boasted openly of their activities in the Catholic papers. The UstaSa 
periodical Za Dom, No. 1, April 1941, reported: 


Another priest, joming forces with two customs guards, captured two generals and 
40 officers, while a Franciscan brother, with the help of a number of youths, 
disarmed an entire Serbian company. 


The exploits of others were recalled later in their obituaries. For example, Hrvatski 
Narod of 4 June 1944, carried an obit written by priest Eugen Beluhan, of Chaplain 
Ivan Miletic, which asserted: 


As a priest he assisted in the disruption of the Yugoslav Army during the 
revolution. 


On 25 July 1944, this paper published a death notice about priest Don Ilija Tomas 
of Klepci which recounted how he and Don Juraj Vrdoljak-Biscevic, a priest in 
Studenac, disarmed army units and even captured a cannon, while Croatian soldiers 
came voluntarily to serve as reinforcements. Shortly after that, Don Ilija was appointed 
UstaSa Commissioner for the entire region. 

The head of the Franciscan monastery in Knin was decorated with the Order of 
King Zvonimir III with Swords for: 


the sacrifices he made in assisting the Croatian and German troops in connection 
with the capture of Knin and Drni’ in September 1943.4 


The files of the War Crimes Commission contain an almost endless list of similar 
reports. For instance: 


Emanuel Rajich, priest in Gornji Vakuf, participated in disarming the Yugoslav 
Army, organised Usta§a rule in the locality, and was appointed UstaSa tabornik. 
In that capacity he organised the first UstaSa army unit in Gornji Vakuf. 


Ante Klaric Tepeluh, priest from the village of Tramosnica, district of Gradaéac, 
who, in April 1941, became an Usta8a tabornik and took part in disarming the 
Yugoslav Army.> 


Members of Pavelic’s personal bodyguard swore allegiance unto death to the 
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Poglavnik at a ceremony at which they received the Church’s blessing.' 

Several hundred priests received high decorations for their support given to the 
UstaSa authorities. In 1944, all bishops, including Archbishop Stepinac, received the 
highest UstaSa decoration “The Order of Merit’. They were all cited for either their 
political services to the UstaSa state or for active participation in battle.” 


Clerics who were involved in the Concentration Camps 


Very many Catholic clerics ran, or worked in concentration camps.’ 

The exact number who worked as commanders or guards at the camps is not 
known. However, it is known that there were hundreds. This active participation was 
known by the German, Italian, British and American intelligence services. A US 
intelligence report of 23 February 1943, entitled Massacres of Serbs in Croatia, refers 
to: 


the bloody hands of the Catholic clergy in the camps.* 


Novi List of 1 July 1941 recorded that Father Stjepan Lukic was appointed camp 
adjutant of the Zepée Concentration Camp, and priest Dragan Petranovic to the post of 
adjutant in the camp for the District of Ogulin.* Priest Ante Duric was Commander of 
all camps in the Drvar district. ° 

Testimony was collected by a Yugoslav War Crimes Commission (established in 
1945) during the trials of various UstaSe. One key witness was the parish priest of 
Jasenovac, Juraj ParSi¢, who, along with survivors, testified to the murders committed 
at Jasenovac by numerous priests, among whom the most infamous were Zvonko 
Brekalo, Petar Brzica (the cut throat), Anzelmo Chulina, Father Brkljanic, and the 
Jesuits Zvonko Lipovac and Father Cvitan.’ 

Father Grga Blazevic was second in command of the Bosanski-Novi Concentration 
Camp. Many Serbs there were slaughtered on his orders. 

Father Anzelmo Chulina personally killed inmates of Jasenovac. He committed all 
of his murders with a small knife that he liked to show to his victim before killing them. 
He carried this knife with him at all times, even when holding church services for the 
Croat soldiers in the camp. 

Jozo Felicinovic was priest on the Island of Pag where some of the first slaughters 
of Serbs took place. He educated Croatian youths on how to ‘properly’ terrorise Serbs. 
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He was personally responsible for the deaths of hundreds of Serbs in the infamous 
Island of Pag Concentration Camp.! 
Savo DelibaSi¢ recorded his experiences in the Jasenovac Concentration Camp: 


In the morning, the drunken UstaSe started butchering people. They tortured these 
people with knives. ... And those two priests Drklja¢a and the other one, were the 
worst murderers. They were so malicious. They were beasts, inhuman beasts.” 


During the Catholic Christmas in 1941, killing reached a peak at Jasenovac. A 
competition was held to see who could propel a man the longest distance by hitting 
him only once on the skull or on the back with a hammer. Father Ljubo Milo8 and 
Father Modric were participants. Modric won. 150 Serbs were killed in one hour this 
way. 

Father Krunoslav Draganovi¢c (who was one of the chief operators of the Vatican’s 
‘Ratlines”*) also served as an army chaplain in Jasenovac.* 

At the post-war War Crimes investigation, prior to his trial, Franciscan Tomislav 
Filipovi¢ testified that during the four months of his command ‘according to my own 
calculations between twenty and thirty thousand were liquidated in the Jasenovac.’® 


Clerics who participated in the Atrocities 


Mitja Velikonja, in the book Religious Separation and Political Intolerance in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, states that Partisan, British, Italian and Vatican sources confirmed 
that members of the Catholic clergy in Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina were involved 
in military actions and some also committed atrocities against non-Catholics.’ 

Michael Phayer wrote that it is well known that many Catholic clerics participated 
directly or indirectly in Usta8a campaigns of violence.* The extent of the involvement 
of Croat Catholic ecclesiastics in the genocidal atrocities may be judged from the fact 
that by the end of World War II, 1500 of them fled Europe to escape justice. 

Many of these clerics were personally decorated by Ante Paveli¢. Walter Montano, 
an ex-Dominican monk, in his book Behind the Purple Curtain, recorded that many 
prosecution witnesses testified on 5 October 1946 at Zagreb that Catholic priests 
armed with pistols went out to convert Orthodox Serbs and massacred them. Most of 
the witnesses were Catholic Croat peasants and labourers.? 

Many of the lower clergy went well beyond words and participated directly in 
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forcible conversions, torture and mass murder. For instance, Johann Georg Reissmiiller, 
in Jugoslawien Vielvoelkerstaat Zwischen Ost und West, wrote: 


It has been demonstrated that a certain number of Catholic priests took part not 
merely in the conversion campaign, but also in the gruesome atrocities against the 
Serbs.! 


Father Draganovic became a leading figure in the Bureau of Colonisation and used 
the rationale of his former doctoral dissertation as the theoretical basis for forcing 
Orthodox Serbs to convert to Catholicism. The Bureau of Colonisation took property 
away from Serbs, dead and alive, redistributing it to Croatian Catholics.” 

Cali Ruchala, in his Lord of the Danse Macabre: Ante Pavelic and the Independent 
State of Croatia, recorded that: ‘Nowhere else in Europe was faith to become so 
ruthlessly prostituted for such evil.” 

Dr Karlheinz Deschner, in his Kriminalgeschichte des Christentums (The Criminal 
History of Christianity), noted, in particular, the involvement of the following 
Franciscans: 


Dragicevic, Cvitkovi and Lelicie of the monastery of Shiroki Brijec, from 
which they purged the Orthodox; 


Vukelic, Zvonimir, Medic, Prlic, Frankovic, and Simic — governor of Knin; 


Tugomir Soldo, organiser of the massacre of Capljina and nearby villages, 
where UstaSe committed some of the most heinous atrocities;+ 


Augustin Cievola, of the Franciscan convent of Split, whose revolver was a 
notable part of his habit; and 


Castimir Hermann, the Prior of the Franciscan monastery of Cuntié, who 
directed a massacre that began in the Orthodox church of Glina and lasted eight 
days.>°7 


Srecko Peric of the Gorica Monastery near Livno reassured his fellow UstaSe 
before undertaking a massacre by saying: 


Brothers Croats slaughter all Serbs, but first my sister, who is married to a Serb, 
and when you finish come here, to the Church, and I will confess you and free you 
from sin.’ 


The result was a massacre on 10 August 1941, during which more than 5600 


Source: Kosti¢, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p87 

http://2008.world-journal .net/nvatican6.html (2009) 

Ruchala, Cali. Lord of the Danse Macabre: Ante Paveli¢ and the Independent State of Croatia 

Wikipedia ‘Capljina’ (2009) 

http://www.catholica.com.au/forum/forum_entry.php?id=13758 (2009) 
http://www.catholica.com.au/forum/index.php?mode=printthread&thread=25026 (2011) 
Details of this infamous massacre are given in Chapter 3. 

See, for example: http://www.intermagazin.rs/fratar-srecko-peric-braco-hrvati-koljite-sve-srbe-a-najprije- 
moju-sestru-koja-je-udata-za-srbina-a-onda-dodite-da-vas-ispovjedim/ (2016) 


cond AW WN 


182 Nuns, Clerics, Laity 


Orthodox Christians were killed in the district of Livno.' ‘In the scaffolds in Prolog, 
Kame&nica, TuSnica, Borova glava, Koprivnica, Kruzi, Trnovac, schools in Celebié 
and Samogred and local pits, Ravni dolac, BikuSa, Suhaéa ... remained corps of men, 
women, elderly and children, 250 of whom were under 6.” 

‘Friar Silvije Frankovic was often found in the company of the greatest cut throats.’ 
When the commander in Bugojno wanted to confess to Frankovic that he had 
murdered fourteen Serbs, the Franciscan answered: ‘When you kill forty, then come to 
confess, and I will absolve you of everything.’ 

Eta Najfeld, in Jasenovac and the Holocaust: Analyses and Survivor Testimonies, 
stated: 


Certainly, the most striking phenomenon that transpired in my mother and uncle’s 
accounts was the role of the Croatian Catholic clergy. They personally took part in 
mutilation, slaughter, torture and murder of Serbs, Jews and Romas.? 


A brief sample of other ecclesiastics who participated in the barbarities includes:* 


Don Petar Antic — worked very closely with Fra Vlado Bilobrk — a curate who 
called on all Croats to use pick-axes, hoes, and scythes to slaughter Serbs, rather than 
‘expensive’ bullets. He organised a massacre in which he and his band slaughtered 
hundreds of Serbs on the bank of the Neretva River and had their bodies thrown into 
the water. In 1943, he had 107 women, children, and old men slaughtered in the 
villages of Sipka, Cilum and Pepsko Blato.° 

Josip Astalos — a curate who participated in the sadistic tortures of Serbs in Dalj 
and Erdut. He organised several UstaSe killing bands. He personally arrested the first 
25 Serbs in Dalj, tortured them for several days, then annihilated them all. 

Fra Dr Petar Berrovicc — Head of the Catholic deans in Drni8. He participated in 
the slaughter of Serbs in Knin and Dmis. He was also present during the infamous 
Glina Massacre. 

Don Nikola Bosnjar — curate in Prenje, where he organised widespread massacres 
of Serbs, sparing neither women, children, nor old men. He was a Chaplain in the 
UstaSa Army, and therefore directly responsible to Archbishop Stepinac. 

Fr Bozidar Bralo — curate from Sarajevo — was known for the machine gun that 
was his constant companion. He was the chief organiser of massacres of the Serbs in 
Bosnia whom he liquidated with his gun. His description was that this constituted 
‘liquidation of the Serbs without compromise.’ He also organised large numbers of 
Muslims from Sarajevo into slaughtering bands that were responsible for the deaths of 
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thousands of Serbs in the area. Father Bralo also murdered thousands of Serbs in the 
Jasenovac Concentration Camp, and personally slaughtered Serbs in the villages of 
Sabalj, Marsic-Gaj, Piskavica, Ponira, Biljevina, Kozara Mountain, Sanski Most, 
Kamengrad and Grmec. Archbishop Sarié (‘the Hangman of the Serbs’) later named 
Bralo to the presidency of the Spiritual Board of the Archbishopric of Sarajevo.! 

Fra Ivo Brkan — Franciscan priest. He was responsible for the arrest of about 500 
Serbs who were taken to the concentration camps in Luzane, Muratovac, and Derventa. 
They were then taken to the camp in Slavonski Brod where they were tortured and 
killed. 

Dr Ivan Brkljaci¢c — trained to be a priest. He loved to torture Serbs to death. In 
1943 he was named Commander of the Jasenovac Concentration Camp. Before his 
promotion, he was in the Stara GradiSka Concentration Camp where he was 
responsible for the slaughter of over 2000 Serbian women. 

Josip Bujanovic (‘Father Jole’) — a priest who slaughtered Serbs indiscriminately, 
then pillaged their properties. He organised UstaSe ‘storm’ units which were sent to 
slaughter Serbs throughout the province of Lika. He insisted that no Serb must survive 
in the Croatian State. He was also involved in imprisonment and torture, and in mass 
executions at Mogoric, Divoselo, Radué, Licki, Osik, Otocac, Gacka, and Gospi¢. As 
late as February 1945, he hanged 60 Serbs in Gospi¢ and ordered punitive operations 
against civilians in Gacka.? As a result of these massacres, he rose dramatically 
through the UstaSa ranks — from Captain and later Major, to Veliki Zupan (Grand 
Chieftain) of Lika and Gacka, a post he received on Ante Paveli¢’s direct order. 

Ante Duric — priest of Dvor na Uni. He was an extreme sadist. He arrested Serbs, 
locked them in his stable, where he tortured them for hours before killing them. He 
frequently stated that Serbs had ‘only three ways out: to accept the Catholic faith, to 
move out, or to be cleansed with the metal broom’ (the gun). He organised bands of 
killers and sent them to various Serb villages to slaughter the men, women, and 
children. In the village of Goricka he arrested 117 people who were then sent to a 
concentration camp, where most of them were killed.* 

Don Martin Gudelj — priest in Opuzen. He organised groups of killers that went 
with him through the Serbian villages in his jurisdiction killing the Serbs they found 
there and pillaging their properties. He killed the children by beheading them with a 
bayonet. He personally slaughtered 450 men, women, and children. Together with Fra 
Dr Bilobrk, he committed large massacres of Serbs on ‘Vidovdan’ (BugoBazaH), a 
Serbian religious holiday, St Vitus’ Day, on 28 June 1941 (15 June, Julian Calendar). 

Ivan Hristic — cleric and professor in Sinj. He was principally responsible for the 


! Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican's Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. Ch 7. ‘Catholic Friars, Priests, Executioners, Bishops and Murderers’ 

2 Aarons, Mark. War Criminals Welcome: Australia, a Sanctuary for Fugitive War Criminals Since 1945. 
p128 

3 Thid. pp128-30 

4 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. Ch 6. ‘Christ and the Ustashi march together’ 


184 Nuns, Clerics, Laity 


deaths of 82 Serbs. On his initiative, they were thrown alive into the pit in Prolog. He 
led a band of killers to the town of Vrlika where he participated in executions.! 

Ivan Juric — priest who repeatedly urged the obliteration of all Serbs including 
children, so that ‘even the seed of these beasts is not left.’2 

Dragutin Kamber was a mass murderer who set up the Concentration Camp at 
Doboj and became its Commandant. He organised mass arrests and interrogated some 
in his own house, subsequently killing them in his cellar. 

Ante Klaric became the first Usta8a Commissar. He organised the UstaSa militia 
and led UstaSa units in attacks on Serbian villages. He spoke from the pulpit: 


You are old women and you should put on skirts, for you have not yet killed a 
single Serb. We have no weapons and no knives and we should forge them out of 
old scythes and sickles, so that you can cut the throats of Serbs whenever you see 
them.* 


Canon Ivan Mikan. In a public speech on 13 April 1941, Mikan warned of things to 
come: ‘There will be purges. Yes, there will be purges.’ He made daily rounds of a 
prison and mercilessly beat Orthodox Serbs with a bull-whip.° 

Bozo Simlesa — one of the most active members of the UstaSe. He held the post of 
chief of the district of Livno. He personally organised the UstaSa militia and their arms. 
He preached from the pulpit that the time had arrived to exterminate all Serbs living in 
Croatia. On 27 July 1941, he held a meeting in the village, and when he was informed 
that all Serbian men had been murdered and that women and children were to be killed 
that night, he told them not to wait for the night, for 24 hours had already passed since 
the Poglavnik had issued his order that not a single Serb must be left alive in Croatia.° 

Tugomir Soldo participated in the great Glina Massacre.’ 

Sidonije Sole, of the Franciscan monastery in Nasice, deported the Orthodox 
population of whole villages.® 

Ilija Tomas promised safety to the Orthodox people of the village of Klepac if they 
became Catholics. They refused, so the UstaSe murdered the lot.’ 

Simié Vjeckoslav was a monk of the monastery at Knin. He killed dozens of 
Orthodox Serbs with his own hands. 


Priests honoured for Meritorious Service to the UstaSa State 
Numerous ritual Masses were held in honour of Pavelié, the NDH, and the UstaSa 


' http://knowledgerush.com/kr/encyclopedia/Croat_Catholic_Ustashi_clergy/ (2009) 
2 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. Ch 7. ‘Catholic Friars, Priests, Executioners, Bishops and Murderers’ 
http://www.reformation.org/holoc7.html (2016) 
Ibid. Ch 6. ‘Christ and the Ustashi march together’ 
Ibid. Ch 7. ‘Catholic Friars, Priests, Executioners, Bishops and Murderers’ 
How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War II 
Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican's Holocaus: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious massacre 
of the 20th century. Ch 4. ‘The nightmare of a nation’ 
8 Tbid. Ch 8. ‘The True Inspirer, Promoter and Executor of the Religious Massacres: The Vatican’ p102 
° Ibid. Ch 7. ‘Catholic Friars, Priests, Executioners, Bishops and Murderers’ 


Yau Aw 


Nuns, Clerics, Laity 185 


Army. Flags of individual Usta8a units were blessed. Usta8a field camps and posts 
were consecrated. Even the most hardened UstaSe murderers were given Catholic 
burials. 

Hundreds of criminal priests were decorated with high UstaSa medals. In Vladimir 
Dedijer’s book The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican,' there is a list of some of 
these priests — it contains 123 names.” 


A Summation 
In Six Times in Yugoslavia, Once in Albania, Klaus Liebe commented that: 


Those who are too sure that these things would have been incompatible with a 
Catholic priest’s vocation should take a good look at some of the pictures in the 
“National Liberation Museum’ in Zagreb. The unholy criminal trinity of the fascist 
occupation authorities, the clerical-fascist Ustashi, and Croatian Catholic Church 
circles is, for me, best represented by the following photograph: Three men are 
shown standing in front of some recently shot persons. They are, standing next to 
each other, a uniformed German soldier, a uniformed adherent of the Croatian 
Ustashi holding a gun, and a Franciscan in a friar’s garb ... 


closely identified with the Croatian nationalist idea, Croatian Catholicism was 
from the start a significant — if not the most significant — force in the country. 
Croatian and Catholic became blended into a single concept to a greater degree 
than in other Catholic countries. 


As a battlefield between Rome and Byzantium, the Balkans have their specific 
tradition. Hence, this battle was also waged from exclusively political motives. 
The Ustashi Croatia made it possible for the Church to play a role in it. 


The Vatican was silent!? 
Catholic War Criminals 


Thanks to the efforts of the Church, most of the hundreds of Croatian war criminals 
were never brought to trial. Small samples of those tried, and not tried, are presented 
on the following pages: 


Table 3. A Sample of Croatian Catholic War Criminals — Franciscans and Other 





Ecclesiastics 
Petar Antic mass slaughterer; “use pick-axes’ 
Josip Astalos sadistic torturer 
Petar Berkovic slaughtered Serbs 
Grga Blazevic had many Serbs slaughtered 
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Nikola Bosnjar 
Bozidar Bralo 
Ivan Brkhacié 

Ivo Brkan 

Petar Brzica 

Josip Bujanovi¢é 
Anzelmo Chulina 
Augustin Cievola 
Mijo Cujié 

Fr Drkljaca 

Ante Duric 

Jozo Felicinovic 
Miroslav Filipovic 
Silvije Frankovic 
Castimir Hermann 
Karlo Grbavac 
Martin Gudelj 
Ivan Juric 
Dionizije Juricev 
Ante Klaric 

Ivan Mikan 
Ljubo Milos 
Mate Mogus 
Father Morber 
Srecko Peric 
Sidonije Scholz 
Friar Simi¢é 

Bozo Simlesa 
Tugomir Soldo 
Alojzije Stepinac 


Simié Vjeckoslav 
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Table 3 continued 


organised widespread massacres 

massacred ‘without compromise’ 

tortured Serbs to death 

sent 500 Serbs to concentration camps 

‘King of the Cut-throats’ 

slaughtered Serbs indiscriminately 
personally killed inmates of Jasenovac Camp 
handy with a revolver 

not one person was allowed to remain alive 
“inhuman beast’ 

organised bands of killers 

personally killed hundreds of Serbs 

‘Father Satan’ 

‘kill forty, then confess’ 

responsible for the Glina Massacre 
slaughtered Serbs extensively 

killed children by beheading 

‘obliterate all Serbs’ 

‘I must use the machine gun, too.’ 

“cut the throats of Serbs whenever you see them’ 
mercilessly beat Serbs with a bull-whip 
favoured killing with a hammer to the skull 
‘now is the time for the rifle and the revolver’ 
massacred Serbs with rifles and hammers 
‘Kill all Serbs’ 

ordered killing ‘in a most bestial manner’ 
killed all the Serbs in as little time as possible 
organised UstaSa militia and their arms 
massacred residents of Capljina and Glina 
‘the Patron Saint of Genocide’; ‘the First Fascist 
Saint? 

killed with his bare hands 


Table 4. A Sample of Croatian Catholic War Criminals — Laity 


Andrija Artukovic 
Mile Budak 


‘the Himmler of the Balkans’ 
‘For them we have three million bullets’ 
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Table 4 continued 
Ivan Hristic executioner of Serbs 
Slavko Kvaternik ‘A criminal posing as a statesman’ 
Ivica Matkovic a cold blooded killer 
Ante Paveli¢é ‘the Butcher of the Balkans’ 
Dinko Ljubomir Sakié ‘the Beast of the Balkans’ 
Ante Vrban ‘T only killed sixty three children’ 


Andrija Artukovic— ‘the Himmler of the Balkans’ 


Andrija Artukovié was a devout Catholic who studied at a Franciscan monastery at 
Siroki Brijeg in Herzegovina. In 1941 he was named Minister of the Interior in the 
NDH. He was closely involved in the genocide of Serbs, Jews, Roma, and other 
minorities, and the opening of Croatian concentration camps, such as Jasenovac. It was 
Artukovi¢é who warmed the mayor of Cerin: ‘if you can’t kill Serbs or Jews you are an 
enemy of the state.’ On 26 February 1942 Artukovié gave the following speech before 
the Sabor, announcing the official policy of the Croatian government to make the 
NDH Jew-free: 


Immediately following the birth of the former Yugoslavia, all the enemies of the 
Croat people — the Jews, Communists and Freemasons — united to destroy the 
Croatian people and all their national characteristics ... The Jews worked for and 
prepared the world revolution ... The Jews, as one of the most dangerous 
international organisations, tried to achieve world Jewry ... in order that the Jews 
might gain full mastery over all goods of the world and all the power in the 
world ... The Croatian people, having re-established their independent state of 
Croatia, could not do otherwise but to clean off the poisonous destroyers and 
insatiable parasites — Jews, Communists, Freemasons ... The independent state of 
Croatia, as an UstaSa state ... settled the so-called Jewish question with a decisive 
and healthy grasp. 


Artukovi¢é’s executioners hunted in the towns and cities of Croatia for the 
‘poisonous destroyers and insatiable parasites.’ He himself ordered Chief of Police 
Franjo Truhar to ‘Kill all the Serbs and Jews without exception.’! 

After the War, Artukovi¢é escaped via the Vatican’s ratlines. In the mid-1980s he 
was extradited to Yugoslavia and put on trial for war crimes. He was sentenced to 
death on 14 May 1986 for genocide.” 


Zdenko Blazekovic 
Zdenko Blazekovi¢ joined the UstaSa in 1939, and following the establishment of 


' Blum, Howard. Wanted: The Search for Nazis in America. Source: http://www,jasenovac-info.com/cd/ 
biblioteka/Paveli¢papers/artukovic/aa0006.html (2008) 
2 Wikipedia ‘Ratlines (World War II aftermath)’ (2016) 
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the NDH, he was appointed to the newly formed UstaSa supervisory committee by 
Slavko Kvaternik. He also became the leader of the UstaSa University Headquarters 
and the Usta8a Youth, charged with organising student bodies at the University of 
Zagreb and promoting the policy of preventing all non-Croats from attending 
university. ! 


In 1942 Blazekovié was involved in the formation of the 13th Assault Company 
and by 1943 had attained a seat in the Sabor. He was also involved in recruiting 
students to join Pavelic’s personal bodyguard and was promoted to the rank of major. 


In 1946, he was arrested by US forces, and executed.” 


Mile Budak 


Mile Budak is best known as one of the chief ideologists of the UstaSa movement. 
He became minister of education, culture and religion, and created the Croatian 
national plan to get rid of Orthodox Serbs by killing one third, expelling one third and 
converting the rest to Catholicism. 

On the collapse of the NDH, Budak was captured by the Partisans and, after a one- 
day trial, was sentenced to death and executed. 


Bozidar Cerovski 


Bozidar Cerovski was chief of the UstaSa police in Zagreb. In July 1941, he 
rounded up more than 3000 Serbs from Kmjak, Krstinje, Siroka Reka, Slunj and 
Rakovica, and other villages. He then had them led to Pavkovi¢, where he had them all 
massacred.* 

On 23 July 1941, Cerovski sent a circular letter to all Counties and the UstaSa 
Commission for Bosnia-Herzegovina, ordering detention of the Serbs, Jews and 
persons with Communist sympathies, and their deportation to the Gospi¢ 
Concentration Camp.>* 


Miroslav Filipovic-Majstorovié 


The atrocities performed by this Franciscan are recorded in several places in these 
chapters. For a while, he was Commandant of the infamous Jasenovac Concentration 
Camp. There, he was notorious for killing scores of inmates with his bare hands, 
including women and children — for that he was nicknamed ‘Father Satan’. 


An example vividly portrays his evilness. Vasilija Kuralenko, a good Croatian 


! Wikipedia ‘Zdenko Blazekovic’ (2016) 
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woman of Banja Luka, gave a testimony after the War. An UstaSe who had come to her 
house looking for Serbs gave her this glowing description of a recent slaughter: 


Velecasni [glorious/venerable/reverend] Filipovic was with us. He is a Friar from 
that monastery of yours, Petri¢evac. And we started [to slaughter them] one by one. 
For the Glorious One, it was a true delight. He was slaughtering with us. He most 
enjoyed slaughtering children. He always preferred children. He loves to slaughter 
girls as he could grab them by the hair and pull their head back. That way he can 
more easily slaughter them on their neck. We are just handing girls to him, and he 
is just slaughtering them. When all was finished, I look around and see that one 
girl is left. She is beautiful. Her hair is reaching to her waist. I am holding a small 
axe, and I am looking at her. As she saw that I did not swing [the axe], she kneeled 
and clutched my leg. She started to beg: ‘Please, do not kill me! I’ll convert to the 
Catholic faith.’ 


She is crying and begging. I am looking from above to her head. Glorious 
Filipovié watches the same. 


‘Tam a priest. I will convert you.’ [Friar Filipovic said]. 


He grabbed the [two] thick [hair] braids and slaughtered her. We threw her atop the 
others.! 


After the War, Filipovié was hanged wearing the friar’s robes he frequently wore in 
the Jasenovac camp.” 


Jure Franceticé 


Jure Francetié was an Usta8a Commissioner of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
responsible for the massacre of Bosnian Serbs and Jews. 

In 1941 he was promoted to the rank of captain of Poglavnik Bodyguard Battalion. 
He and ten others then organised the Black Legion. Franceti¢ became its leader and 
earned the rank of colonel in the UstaSa army. Later, Paveli¢ promoted Franceti¢é to 
commander of all Usta8a field formations. 

Killings, arrests, and deportation of Serbs and Jews was a regular duty of Jure 
Franceti¢’s henchmen. He participated personally in arresting and interrogating 
prominent Serbian and Jewish leaders, and ordered the murder of some of them. 

While flying to Gospi¢ in 1942, his plane was downed by Yugoslav Partisans. He 
was captured by Partisan village guards and peasants and received numerous blows 
with pitchforks, from which he died. 


Eugen-Dido Kvaternik 


Eugen Kvaternik was characterised by General Glaise von Horstenau, the German 
general plenipotentiary, as ‘the pathological son of the pathological Field Marshal 


' Lukajié, Lazar. Fratri i Ustase kolju. Source: http://www.srpska-mreza.com/History/ww2/book/Lukajic/ 
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[Slavko K vaternik]’.! 

Kvaternik was UstaSa General-Lieutenant and the Chief of the Internal Security 
Service of the NDH. At the time he was considered the second most important person 
in Croatia after Ante Pavelic. 

He instituted a regime of terror against Serbs, Jews, Gypsies and other ‘enemies of 
the State’, and is believed to bear direct and primary responsibility for the atrocities 
committed by the UstaSe against those groups. 

After the war he fled to Argentina with the help of the Catholic Church. From 
Argentina, Kvaternik continued his subversive activities against Tito. He reorganised 
the UstaSa supporters and continued to publish actively, never expressing any regret for 
his past deeds. Yugoslavia’s multiple extradition requests were all turned down, 
consequently K vaternik was never tried. 

However, in 1957 he and his two daughters died in a car crash.2 There has been 
some speculation that this may not have been an accident. 


Slavko Kvaternik 


Slavko Kvatermk was the deputy leader and founding member of the UstaSa 
movement. After the fall of Yugoslavia, he proclaimed the establishment of the NDH, 
and formed the first UstaSa government. He became Commander-in-Chief of the 
Croatian Armed Forces. This carried the title of Vojskovoda (Marshal). 

He was awarded the Ist Class Cross of the Military Order of the Iron Trefoil for his 
services to the NDH. 

After the War, Kvaternik was tried and sentenced to death for his crimes during the 
NDH regime. He was executed in Zagreb on 7 June 1947. 


Vjekoslav ‘Maks’ Luburié 


Vjekoslav ‘Maks’ Luburi¢ was an UstaSe who has been described as Ante Paveli¢’s 
bloodiest henchman.’ 

In the beginning of the War, Luburi¢ was the commanding general for the area 
around the Drina River. 

As the commander-in-chief of all the Croatian concentration camps, he announced 
in 1942 the great ‘efficiency’ of his camp at Jasenovac where he was commander. 

Near the end of the war, after the NDH was defeated, Luburié led the so-called 
Crusaders (Krizari) paramilitary for a brief time, but was unsuccessful. After the War, 
he surfaced in the West and founded a terrorist organisation called the Croatian 
National Resistance (Hrvatski narodni odpor; HNO). In 1969, Luburi¢ was killed by 
an agent of UDBA, the Yugoslav secret service, in Carcaixent, Spain.4 


' http://srbijabre.org/forum/zlocini/report-on-the-murder-of-800-civilians-near-petrinja/?action=printpage 
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Ivica Matkovié 


Ivica Matkovi¢ was the administrator of Jasenovac Concentration Camp in 1942 
and 1943. During his tenure he was directly involved in the planning and execution of 
multiple atrocities. He was one of the officers responsible for the massacre on Catholic 
Christmas in 1941. 

Matkovic was infamous for being a refined and cold-blooded killer, who often 
amused himself by mocking his victims while killing them and prolonging their 
suffering. 

The liquidations in Jasenovac, previously performed openly all around the camp 
grounds, were now organised in the form of systematic extermination: inmates had to 
pass selections and attend musters where inmates were hanged, to which other inmates 
were forced to look.' 

Matkovic reportedly died in the Celje area of Slovenia in 1945 under circumstances 
which remain unclear. Some sources suggest he was executed by the Partisans.” 


Ljubo Milos 


Ljubo MiloS was a member of the UstaSa, and commander of the Secret Service 
(Tajna sluzba). He was also a sadistic and pathological commandant in the Jasenovac 
camp. He was often seen riding his horse there, trampling and shooting inmates. He set 
up a so-called ‘medical clinic’ in which he slaughtered Jewish inmates. 

There is a description in the book The Smell of Human Flesh: A Witness of the 
Holocaust — Memories of Jasenovac of one particular prisoner who, under the 
command of Milo8, was tied naked to a post in the middle of winter and had water 
poured over him so that he ended up a frozen pillar of death.* 

MiloS was caught by Yugoslav authorities after the war during an attempted 
rebellion, and sent to trial.4 At his trial Miloé testified that: ‘Our objective was total 
liquidation of Serbs within the ISC [NDH], followed by liquidation of Jews and 
Gypsies and of all others who opposed the Ustasha State.’> He was executed. 


Ante Paveli¢ 


Ante Paveli¢ was educated at a Jesuit seminary in Travnik. He was a Naziphile and 
a bestial mass murderer. He was hailed by Archbishop Stepinac as ‘the great man’ who 
had arrived to achieve changes by that which Stepinac erroneously perceived as ‘the 
hand of God’. At the height of the persecution of the Jews and Serbs, on 19 May 1941, 
Pavelié was described by L’Osservatore Romano’ as a ‘great statesman’.’ History has 


! Wikipedia ‘Ivica Matkovic’ (2016) 
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confirmed that he was a personification of evil. 

In 1986, following the exposé of the war crimes of Kurt Waldheim by the New 
York Times and others, the newspaper Vjesnik (Herald) in Zagreb published the fact 
that Nazi Waldheim had been decorated by Ante Paveli¢ with the ‘King Zvonimir 
Silver Medal’ for his involvement in the Kozara Operation.”* 

Diana Johnstone, in her study Fools’ Crusade: Yugoslavia, NATO and Western 
Delusions, pointed out that Catholic: 


Paveli¢é revived the long-dead medieval Croatia but also, and especially, the 
fanatical spirit of the medieval Crusades.* 


The enormity of Pavelic’s crimes were confirmed by John Loftus and Mark Aarons 
in their book Unholy Trinity: The Vatican, The Nazis, and the Swiss Banks: 


Paveli¢ ... had half a million innocent civilians slaughtered at his personal 
command.> 


Professor Friedrich Heer described Ante Paveli¢ as: 
the Catholic mass murderer of Orthodox Serbs.*® 
The bestiality of Paveli¢é may be gauged from his own statement: 


A good UstaSe is he who can use his knife to cut a child from the womb of its 
mother.’ 


His barbarity was affirmed when he stated: 


The UstaSe won’t refrain from killing, because when the order to spill blood is 
issued, rivers of blood will flow ... every UstaSe is waiting for an order to attack 
the enemy, to butcher and destroy.’ 


The historian Hubert Butler after reviewing documents and newspaper from the 
early days of the Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia, stated that he was: 


wholly unprepared for the gush of hysterical adulation which was poured forth by 
almost all of the leading clergy upon Pavelitch, who was probably the vilest of all 
war criminals.° 


After the War, Paveli¢ fled to Rome, where he was hidden by members of the 


' See, for example: http://www.diacritica.com/degenerate/pdf/pavelic_degenerate.pdf (2009) 
2 Miletic, Antun. ‘Unpunished, Nazi War Criminal Kurt Waldheim Dies in Vienna at 88’ (trans Nada Ljubic & 
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Catholic Church. He then fled to South America with assistance of the Holy See. In 
1957, he was shot and seriously wounded by an unknown assailant. Two weeks later 
the Argentine authorities agreed to grant the Yugoslav government’s request to 
extradite Paveli¢, but he went into hiding. Somehow, he escaped to Madrid, and found 
refuge in a Franciscan monastery there.! He died two years later. In his hands was the 
rosary gifted to him by Pope John XXIII. Earlier he had received special blessings 
from Pope Pius XII.? His respected status within the Church is reflected by the fact 
that his remains have been said to lie in San Isidro Cathedral, Madrid. 
Dinko Ljubomir Sakié 

Dinko Ljubomir Sakié became a committed member of the Usta8a at a very young 
age. He was a Catholic. 

He became the Jasenovac Camp’s assistant commander in 1942, and commander 
in April 1944. He arrived at Jasenovac riding a white horse, wearing a tailored black 
uniform with polished black boots, and carrying a whip and a sub-machine gun.* 

In June 1942, Sakié murdered Mihovil Pavlek MiSkina, one of the finest Croatian 
poets of the time. He also personally directed an exhaust pipe into a van filled with 
women and children at the Stara GradiSka Concentration Camp. 

Sakié ordered the hanging of Dr Marin Jurcev, the manager of the hospital in 
Jasenovac, who had aided an UstaSe defector in smuggling information about the 
camp to the Yugoslav Partisans. ‘Saki¢ sat and ate red beet and fried schnitzel while 
watching the hanged bodies with Croatian Interior Minister Andrija Artukovic.’* He 
also personally took part in the killing and torture of inmates — often killing for sport 
those who were sent to work in the fields surrounding the camp. 

Sakié was a part of the panel of the ‘mobile martial-court’ that committed 
investigations under torture at Jasenovac. For example, he took part in the torture of 
Remzija Rebac with a flame-thrower. He also ordered a group-hanging during a camp 
‘public performance’. Additionally, he selected 25 inmates to be taken to the ‘Zvonara’, 
where they were put in solitary, starved and tortured. 

During the six months that he was in charge of Jasenovac, at least 2000 inmates 
were killed. Many others died from malnutrition or disease.° 

After the defeat of the Axis, Sakié emigrated to Argentina with the assistance of the 
Holy See. 

Later, charges were brought against him and he was extradited to Croatia. 
According to the hearings and indictment, Sakié was either charged or suspected of 
inflicting torture and murder, and of being responsible for the actions of all UstaSe 
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under his command, resulting in some 4000 deaths. The court found him guilty of 
personally executing 20 prisoners and ordering the execution and torture of many 
others. He was sentenced to 20 years in prison.'* 

Nevertheless, he was put in a comfortable prison cell with television and a 
computer where he wrote his memoirs, and he was allowed to visit his infamous wife 
Nada Luburi¢é several times a month in a retirement home in Croatia. She was a 
sadistic guard at the notorious women’s concentration camp in Stara Gradiska. She 
also was put on trial but was never convicted because, it has been alleged, no one 
could testify that she killed anyone.> 

In an interview with a Croatian daily in 1995, Sakié bragged of his deeds at the 
camp and said he would do them all over again if needed.* 

Sakié died in 2008. Efraim Zuroff, director of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, 
complained to the Croatian president Stjepan Mesié about Sakié’s funeral. There, 
Dominican priest Father Vjekoslav Lasi¢® made a speech in which he said that: 


the court that indicted Dinko Sakié indicted Croatia and Croatians ... every 
honourable Croat should be proud of Sakié’s name.” 


Nada Tamic-Luburic and Maja Slovic-Budjon 


A former inmate, Josip Erlih, has recorded in ‘Kula: The Prison in the 
Concentration Camp Stara Gradiska’: 


No matter how bloodthirsty the Ustashe men were, the Ustashe women were even 
worse. Maja Budjon, Milka Pribani¢ (who was in charge of the tailors), Bozena, 
and Nada Luburic¢ (the sister of the greatest of Ustashe murderers, Vjekoslav 
‘Maks’ Luburi¢) together killed about 2000 women. These women Ustashe came 
from disreputable backgrounds. Some of them were former prostitutes in Zagreb. 
Maja Budjon was a sadistic criminal. She would slaughter and strangle her victims 
at night. She regularly ordered torture, beatings, and the forced starvation of 
prisoners in solitary confinement cells.° 


Ante Vrban 


An UstaSe named Ante Vrban, a pious Catholic, protested indignantly at his trial in 
1948 when accused of having killed hundreds of children. He asked the Judge to 
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consider the accusation a lie, ‘Since,’ he explained, he had killed personally ‘only 
sixty-three of them.’! 
He was sentenced to death by hanging.” 


Synopsis 
Nuns, clerics, and the Catholic laity participated at all levels in the genocides 
within the Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia. 
Very many Croatian Catholics were war criminals. 


Final Summation 


The Croats under the glorious leadership of their leader Dr Ante Paveli¢ ‘set up 
their exemplary Catholic state, whose vocation it was to write one of the bloodiest 
pages in the history of the Church.’ 

Notwithstanding their intense involvement, not a single member of the Catholic 
priesthood was ever called to account by the Church; nor was a single priest, friar, 
monk, nun, or member of the laity ever punished, defrocked or excommunicated by 
the Church for their atrocities committed in the Independent State of Croatia. 

As an overt and covert participant in the Croatian genocides, the Holy See retains 
the ultimate responsibility. 


' Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. Ch 4. ‘The Nightmare of a Nation’ 
2 http://ustasa.blogspot.com.aw/2004/09/ustashe-kriari-crusaders-and-operation.html (2016) 
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The evil of the world is made possible by nothing but the sanction you 
give it. Ayn Rand 


The most important medium for propagating UstaSa ideas was the Catholic press, 
which, playing upon the deep religious nature of the laity, represented Paveli¢ and the 
UstaSe as having been sent by God to the Croatian people. 

The Church and its lay organisations were owners and publishers of about 50 
newspapers and periodicals. This press reached people in all walks of life and had a 
wide circle of readers, especially in the villages and small towns. Its influence was 
great. The entire press was controlled and directed from the headquarters of ‘Catholic 
Action’! 

Catholic priests vigorously preached Fascism before World War II. Under the direct 
supervision of the religious hierarchy, the press became a significant fascist 
propaganda organ. It propounded the fascist Corporate State, praised the fascist 
Catholic dictatorships where the Roman clergy played a dominant role, and preached 
the theory that the Croats were not Slavs but Gothic Germans.” One of the founders of 
this racial theory was a well-known Catholic priest, Kerubin Segvic, who, in 1931 
wrote a book entitled Gotsku teoriju o podrijetlu Hrvata (The Gothic Theory of the 
Origin of the Croats).>4 

Frequent reports and articles about the achievements of the clerical dictatorship 
under Monsignor Josip Tiso in the ‘Independent State of Slovakia’, and about the 
influence of the Catholic Church in Hungary, in Vichy France, and Franco’s Spain 
were printed in these papers. Tiso’s Slovak National Socialism, under which all 
political power was concentrated in the hands of Catholic priests, was praised as the 
ideal corporate state. Accordingly, fascist nations were acclaimed as shining 
examples for the future Croatia. 

This most influential press in its greeting with joy, sympathy and praise of the 
beauties and successes of Fascism in all European countries, nonetheless, concealed all 
the horrors of Fascism and Nazism. Before the War, it prepared the ground for the 
establishment of a fascist regime in Yugoslavia. It attacked all citizens who opposed 
these ideals. Everyone who did not side with the clerical-fascist view was labelled 
‘communist’.® 

The variety and extent of this religio-political press may be gauged from the sample 
in the table on the following page. 


' Nazi Doctrine in the Catholic Press 
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Table 5. A Sample of the Croatian Catholic Press 


Croatian Translation 

Glasnik Biskupije Bosanske i Sremske Voice of the Bosnian & Srem Bishoprics 

Glasnik Sv. Ante Voice of St Anthony 

FArvatska Straza Croatian Sentinel/Guard 

HArvatske Novosti Croatian News 

Hrvatski Narod Croatian Nation 

Hrvatski Vojnik Croatian Soldier 

Katolicka Rijec Catholic Expression 

Katolicki List Catholic Letter 

Katolicki Tjednik Catholic Weekly 

Krizevci (Diocesan Magazine of Ivan Saric) 

Nedelja Sunday 

Nova Hrvatska New Croatia 

Novi List New Letter 

Novo Doba New Era 

Osvit Dawn 

Viesnik Pocasne Straze Srca Isusova Courier of the Honourable Guards of 
Christ's Heart 


Particularly prominent in this propaganda were Hrvatska Straza and Katolicki List 
in Zagreb, Katolicki Tjednik in Sarajevo, and Katolicka Rijec in Split. 

After the fall of Yugoslavia and the creation of the NDH, the Catholic press, 
including the diocesan and episcopal papers, fully supported Pavelié and the UstaSa.!7 
It portrayed them as God’s gift to the Croatian people and His instrument of justice and 
vengeance. In a manner similar to that which is shown in the chapter in Volume | of 
this encyclopaedia on Catholic anti-Semitic propaganda, Croatian Catholic newspapers 
kept to official guidelines and published appalling attacks on Jews and Serbs, thereby 
skilfully sowing the seeds of religious hatred towards the Serbs, racial hatred towards 
the Jews, and hatred for Yugoslavia generally. 

This press was unrestrained in its support of forced conversions and genocide in the 
UstaSa’s campaign of religious and ethnic cleansing (etnicko Ci8¢enje); and by 
propagating Nazi-UstaSa ideas, it also played a key role in conditioning Croatians to 
the horrors that were to come. 

Catholic apologists, ever ready to deny culpability, have attempted to negate these 
facts by suggesting that the statements were either made under duress or were the work 
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of intrusive UstaSa censors. The evidence against this is that there was no change in 
content of the papers after the UstaSa takeover. The Catholic press before the War was 
just as fanatical in its support of the ecclesiastic-fascist agenda, the Axis, and political 
cleansing. 

After the liberation of Yugoslavia in 1945, the government appointed a commission 
to investigate the crimes committed by the Axis, by the UstaS8a and by other 
collaborators in preparing for the fall of Yugoslavia. It found abundant evidence that 
the plot against Yugoslavia had been thoroughly prepared over a long period by Hitler 
and Mussolini, by their UstaSa agents, and by influential representatives of the Catholic 
hierarchy and by some of the lower clergy, in Yugoslavia. It also found thousands of 
printed reports, along with articles in both the official ecclesiastical press and Catholic 
newspapers, which gave an undeniable picture of how the crime was prepared.! 

The following examples portray the role of the Catholic press in the fall of 
Yugoslavia, the rise of the Ustasa, and the support of Poglavnik Ante Pavelic. 


Glasnik Biskupije Bosanske i Sremske 


Imitating Pope Pius XI, who had called Benito Mussolini ‘the man sent by Divine 
Providence’, Glasnik of 15 July 1941 called Ante Paveli¢é a man of Providence: 


Holy is this year of the resurrection of the Independent State of Croatia. The 
gallant image of our chieftain appeared in the rainbow. It can and it must be said of 
him that he is a man of Providence.” 


The 15 April 1942 issue of the paper carried a review of a celebration given by the 
‘Society of Religious Youth’ in connection with the first anniversary of the Usta8a state: 


Every thought of our State independence is closely tied to the name of Ante 

Paveli¢. We must admit that those basic principles upon which the life of our new 

state must develop are in agreement with the principles of God, nature and positive 

justice.> 

Thus, twelve months after the introduction of racial and ethnic cleansing in the 

NDH, in the presence of Bishop AkSamovié and many high clerics, a resolution was 
adopted praising the Paveli¢ regime and the ‘social reconstruction on the basis of the 
principles of the UstaS’a movement.”4 


Glasnik Sy. Ante 


Glasnik Sy. Ante, in its issue of 12 December 1941, declared that the birth of the 
NDH was God’s work: 


The Croatians, who are mostly a Catholic people, consider such a great historical 


' http://www.tenc.net/croatia/stepinac] .htm (2009) 

2 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. p58 

3 How the Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War II. ‘The Case of Archbishop 
Stepinac’ 

4 The Roman Church and the Ustashi Regime 
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event as some fortunate accident, or as a stroke of luck. No, this is the work of 
God and Providence.! 


Hrvatska Straza 


In its issue of 2 March 1938, the ultra-conservative Hrvatska Straza, the principal 
Catholic daily (whose editor, Dr Janko Shimrak, became a bishop under Pavelic) 
welcomed the Anschluss with the statement ‘Young Croatia for Anschluss.’ It 
consistently praised Hitler’s successes in domestic and foreign policy: 


Hitler, the leader of the German people, proclaimed it his life work to build on the 
ruins of old Germany and Jewish-democratic social order a new, happy and 
satisfied great Germany.” 


On 12 March 1938, the paper defended and praised Hitler’s occupation of Austria. 
Catholic Fascism was glorified in France under Marshal Pétain, and in Spain under 
General Franco. The Catholic press preached Catholic Nazism on the model of that 
imposed on Slovakia by the Catholic Nazi dictator, Monsignor Josip Tiso. Later, the 
paper acclaimed Hitler’s successes in Czechoslovakia, Poland, and France.* 

Hrvatska Straza praised fascist Hungary as early as 3 April 1938, for ‘solving the 
social problems by accepting the main principles of the Christian corporate state.’*> 
Msgr Jozef Tiso’s Slovak national corporatism, under which all political power 
was concentrated in the hands of Catholic priests, was praised as the ideal 
corporate state.° 

On 2 July 1939, reviewing the first ten years of it’s existence, the paper said: 


In place of aimless wanderings, ideological disputes and party factionalism, the 
Croatian people need an era of building up a firm and definite national, cultural 
and social ideology. 


Today, 10 years after the first appearance of this Catholic daily, thousands of its 
pages and millions of lines show not only the enormous exertions of our staff, but 
also our clear line from which we never deviated. Since our beginning we were 
radical Croatians and always radical Catholics ... that has been our slogan, which 
we have never betrayed ... 


We started many struggles. An example of the success of our campaign is our 
struggle against the Popular Fronts’... 


' Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican's Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. p58 

2 Nazi Doctrine in the Catholic Press 

3 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. p56 

4 http://www.tenc.net/croatia/stepinac!.htm (2016) 

> Nazi Doctrine in the Catholic Press 

° See, for example: in this encyclopaedia, Volume 1, p216 

7 During this time, the ‘Popular front’ referred to political parties that aimed at resisting Fascism. 
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In all our struggles we became known as a dangerous opponent ...! 


In its issue of 6 August 1940, Hrvatska Straza praised the Slovak Minister of 
Internal Affairs, Alexander Mach (who was a kind of Himmler) as ‘a man of action’, 
and added, ‘We need such men today, only they can create a new world and a new 
order.’ 

Writing in response to the publication of the NDH’s racial laws of April and May 
1941, Hrvatska Straza, in its editorial of 11 May, welcomed the appalling racial 
legislation as necessary for ‘the survival and development of the Croatian nation,’”* 
and viewing it as necessary for ‘the protection of our honour and blood’.* In May also, 
its editor, Dr Janko Shimrak, became a bishop under Pavelic. 

In the 1942 New Year’s issue, there was a declaration by Archbishop Stepinac. It 
read: 


Hrvatska Straza has always defended the religious ideals of the Croatian 
people without which the nation itself means nothing. Let it continue on that 
road in the Independent State of Croatia. It can render no greater service to 
its people than by spreading and defending the principles, which God has 
placed as the foundation of the lives of individuals and peoples. 


HArvatske Novosti 


The day before Easter 1941, Slavko Kvaternik, leader of the previously illegal 
UstaSa movement, visited Archbishop Stepinac. The UstaS8a newspaper Hrvatske 
Novosti, in its Easter issue, emphasised the significance of the interchange of visits 
between Stepinac and Kvaternik,® and pointed out the cordiality with which the 
Archbishop of Zagreb had greeted Paveli¢’s deputy. The paper drew the conclusion 
that the foundation was laid for an intimate cooperation between the UstaSa movement 
and the highest representative of the Catholic Church in the Independent State of 
Croatia.’ 


Hrvatski Narod 


In the 24 June 1941 issue of Pavelic’s newspaper Hrvatski Narod was printed a 
speech that the Poglavnik delivered when he received the delegates of Catholic Action. 
He was quoted as saying: ‘In our political struggle it is certain that Catholic Action 
played an important role.” 


' Nazi Doctrine in the Catholic Press 

2 Lituchy, Barry. What Is The Vatican Hiding? The Vatican's Complicity in Genocide in Fascist Croatia: The 
Suppressed Chapter of Holocaust History 

3 See also: Gofti, Uki. The Real ODESSA: How Peron Brought the Nazi War Criminals to Argentina. pp200-1 

4 Ibid. 

5 How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War IT 

6 Slavko Kvaternik, ‘the pathological Field Marshal’. 

7 http://jmgainor.homestead.com/files/PU/MDPC/CH/stp/case/06/06.htm (2008) 

8 http://www.tenc.net/croatia/stepinac2.htm (2016) 
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On 4 July 1941, the paper praised the Franciscan priest Radoslav Glavas' as a 
great organiser of the UstaSa.” 

On 25 July 1944, Hrvatski Narod published a death notice about Priest Don Ilija 
Tomas of Klepci that recounted how he and Don Juraj Vrdoljak-Biscevic, a priest in 
Studenac, disarmed army units and even captured a cannon, while Croatian soldiers 
came voluntarily to serve as reinforcements. Shortly after that, Don Ilija was appointed 
Usta8a Commissioner for the entire region.*4 


Arvatski Vojnik 


Early in 1944, Paveli¢’s War Ministry issued a special prayer book for soldiers 
entitled The Croatian Soldier. The book was prepared by priest Vilim Cecelja, Deputy 
Apostolic Vicar of the Usta8a Army. It was issued with permission of the 
Archbishopric Spiritual Board in Zagreb, which comprised: Archbishop Stepinac and 
Bishops Dr Salis Sevis, Dr Josip Lah, Ignacije Rodic and Valentin Malek. The prayer 
book is full of pleas to God on behalf of Paveli¢, the NDH and the UstaSe. In one of 
these, the priest asks for blessings on the UstaSe on the occasion of their taking an oath 
of loyalty to Pavelic. This blessing reads: 


Almighty and immortal God, father of strength and mercy, who will not allow 
anyone who believes in you to fail, turn your mercy, Father, to those your children, 
the Croatian UstaSe and Domobrani,° who today take an oath of allegiance to their 
country and to their chieftain [Paveli¢]. Help them, God, in your mercy, to accept 
with all their heart and soul the words that they pronounce, so that they will be 
ready to give everything for the Croatian fatherland and for the Chieftain, even 
their lives. Thus may the blessings of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost be 
upon you and stay with you always. Amen.° 


Katolicki List 


In January 1940, Katolicki List, Archbishop Stepinac’s own paper, carried an article, 
entitled “Catholicism and Slovakian National Socialism’, praising the establishment of 
the clerical-fascist puppet state in Slovakia: 


In a modern state, which placed the interests of the people above all other 
considerations, the church and the state must cooperate in order to avoid all 
conflicts and misunderstandings. Thus, in accordance with the teachings of Christ, 
the Church in Slovakia had already exerted itself to arrange a new life for the 
Slovakian people. 


' Inter alia, Glavas founded a secret UstaSa organisation among high school boys. 

2 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’s Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. p57 

3 Lituchy, Barry. What Is The Vatican Hiding? The Vatican's Complicity in Genocide in Fascist Croatia: The 
Suppressed Chapter of Holocaust History 

4 Creation of the Nazi Puppet State 

5 Hrvatsko domobranstvo (often abbreviated to Domobrani or Domobran), the Usta’a Home Guard, was very 
active in the genocidal field. 
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The views of Dr Tuka! are fulfilled by the formation of a people’s Slovakia, 
which has the approval of the President of the Republic, Monsignor Dr Josip 
Tiso.2. In the National-Socialist system in Slovakia, the Church will not be 
persecuted. Persecutions will be used against the opponents of National- 
Socialism.3 


The day before Easter 1941, Slavko Kvaternik, leader of the previously illegal 
UstaSa movement, visited Archbishop Stepinac. Katolicki List reported that 
Archbishop Stepinac (who had ‘respect for man, love towards all’*) had expressed his 
great satisfaction to Kvaternik* for facilitating the German invasion of Yugoslavia and 
the proclamation of the Independent State of Croatia.° Thus did Stepinac once again 
condone militarism. 

After the formation of the NDH, Katolicki List, No 16, 1941, published an article 
entitled “The Independent State of Croatia’, which included the following: 


On Tuesday, the 15th [of April] Poglavnik Dr Ante Paveli¢ gave all Croatian radio 
stations the following statement: 


Croatian people! Today, as I assume control of the state authorities of the NDH 
in Zagreb, I am happy that I can announce the following to you: Yesterday I 
sent telegrams to the Fiihrer of the German people and the Duce of fascist Italy 
in which I requested their immediate recognition of the NDH. With great joy I 
announce to you, the Croatian people, that to those requests I received the 
following telegram replies: 


I am grateful for your telegram and also the telegram of General Kvaternik, 
in which you notified me of the proclamation of the NDH in conjunction 
with the will of the people, and in which you ask me to recognise the NDH 
in the name of the German Reich. It is a particular joy and pleasure for me 
to express to you that the German Reich recognises the NDH at a moment 
when the Croatian people have found their long desired freedom by the 
victory of the troops of the Axis powers. The German government will be 
glad to discuss the borders of the new state with the Croatian government in 
a free exchange of thoughts. All my wishes I direct to you and to the future 
of the Croatian people. [signed] Adolf Hitler 


I received the telegram by which you notified me of the proclamation of the 
NDH in conjunction with the will of the people, and in which you ask me to 


' Vojtech ‘Béla’ Tuka was one the main forces behind the deportation of Slovak Jews to Nazi concentration 
camps in Poland. 

? Monsignor Tiso was the fascist dictator who sold Slovakia’s Jews to the Nazis ‘like discarded beer cans’ for 
500 Reichsmarks per deported person. He was executed after the war as a Nazi collaborator. 

3 Quoted in: The Case of Archbishop Stepinac. p45 

4 Refer to Chapter 15. 

> Once on a visit, Hitler took pains to let Slavko Kvaternik know that he was ‘a criminal posing as a statesman’. 
His criminality was confirmed after the War, when he was tried, sentenced to death for his crimes during the 
NDH regime, and executed. 
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recognise the NDH in the name of fascist Italy. With the greatest pleasure I 
salute the new Croatia, which today obtained its long desired freedom when 
the Axis powers destroyed the artificially created Yugoslavia. I am happy to 
express to you that the fascist government recognises the Independent State 
of Croatia. Fascist Italy will be glad to discuss with the national Croatian 
government, in a free exchange of thoughts, the borders of the new state, to 
which Italian people give our fondest wishes. [signed] Benito Mussolini 


Croatian people! Long live the NDH! Long live Fiihrer Adolf Hitler! Long live 
Duce Mussolini: ...! 


There followed a copy of Pavelic’s speech of 16 April 1941, and the swearing in of 
the new Ministers of the State. The final section of the Katolicki List article concluded 
with the words: 


The church prays to God, that all Croats, united together, find in the state of 
Croatia the fulfilment of its justified aspirations. That all people with their 
responsible leadership can become the people of the Lord. The Church is 
convinced that there are objective and subjective terms by which our people have 
fulfilled the words of the Lord: ‘Blessed is the people whose God is the Lord!’ 
With those wishes and prayers we enter the era of the NDH. The Editors? 


Katolicki List also published ‘The Principles of the Government of the Independent 
State of Croatia and of the UstaSa Movement’, to familiarise its readers with the 
fundamental directives regulating life in the new Roman Catholic State. 

According to the issue of 30 April 1942, the students of the Theological Seminary 
of Zagreb, accompanied by their professors, paid a solemn tribute to Paveli¢ and 
praised him as the founder of a new Croatia. In his answer Paveli¢ stressed the role the 
Catholic seminaries played in the national reconstruction: 


I know that the seminaries, especially the seminary of Zagreb, have at all times 
kept open the doors through which noble sons went to take part in our national 
reconstruction. I am familiar with all of the bright moments that came to light 
under the roof of this seminary. The great patriotic enthusiasm, which today 
prevails in it, is known to me, and I am certain that through education the future 
generations of the seminary will follow in your footsteps.‘ 


Katolicki Tjednik 


Katolicki Tjednik?. was a weekly journal published under the direction of Dr Ivan 


'  http://www.pogledi.rs/diskusije/viewtopic.php?t=39 70&sid=d45525a8e9e5282ef02e2809fb 1bf121 (2016) 

2 Katolicki List, No 16, 1941. Quoted in: Novak, Viktor. Magnum Crimen - The Great Crime — a half-century 
of clericalism in Croatia, from the end of 19th century until the end of the Second World War. pp546-49. 
Source: http://www _jerusalim.org/cd/biblioteka/pavelic papers/ndhnews/ndhn0001.html (2009) 

3 Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
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4 The Roman Church and the Ustashi Regime 
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Sari¢, the Archbishop and Metropolitan of Sarajevo. 

In 1938, during one of his trips to the Vatican, Sari¢ met Paveli¢, who, at that time, 
was under death sentences imposed by both French and Yugoslav courts. They met in 
the Basilica of St Peter’s, and later Sarié wrote a poem ‘Ode to the Chieftain’ about this 
encounter. The poem was printed in Nova Hrvatska and in Katolicki Tjednik, and in 
various other Catholic publications. 

Sari¢ also visited Usta8a leaders in South America and wrote openly of this in 
Katolicki Tjednik of 18 May 1941.! 

Katolitki Tjednik’ printed articles — for example, issue No. 4, 1941 — entitled ‘A 
New Order Must Come’. It also enthusiastically welcomed the entry of Nazi German 
troops into Zagreb, and the proclamation of the NDH on 21 April 1941: 


The Catholic Church, which has led the Croat nation spiritually through 1300 
years of difficulty, accompanies with rejoicing and delight the whole Croat people 
in this moment of its reconstruction and political independence ... 


with sincere joy and pleasure we welcome the foundation of the NDH. Our 
gratitude is particularly due to those self sacrificing fighters who, under the 
leadership of UstaSe Poglavnik Dr Ante Pavelic, prepared the way for the 
proclamation of the NDH.? 


The church prays to God, that all Croats, united together, find in the state of 
Croatia the fulfilment of its justified aspirations.* 


Sari¢ also had an article in the paper in which he stated: 


It was foolish and unworthy of Christ’s disciples to assume that the struggle 
against evil could be waged in a noble way and with gloves on.° 


In the issue of 27 April 1941, the editor of Katolicki Tjednik, Monsignor Kralik, an 
influential leader, praised the accomplishments of Catholic Action in organising the 
Crusader Youth. He emphasised that the educational programme was in accordance 
with the political programme of the UstaSa and concluded by stating that in the future 
the sacrifices of the Crusaders should be even greater, and should be in deeds rather 
than in words alone: 


Sacrifices must be even more persistently accepted by those generations, who even 
made sacrifice a central part of their programme: the men and women of the 
Crusaders! In the light of recent events it was made clear what an important role 
this organisation performed by spiritually preparing ‘the new, young, Godly 


and finally renamed Katolicki Tjednik (Catholi Weekly). 

' How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War II. ‘The Case of 
Archbishop Stepinac’ 

2 Another source specifies Katolicki List as the publication. 

3 Patee, Richard. The Case of Cardinal Archbishop Stepinac. p166. Part of the documentation submitted at 
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Croatia.’ The breeding of the Crusader youth, thanks to the late Dr Ivan Merz! and 
the present Dr Ivo Protulipac,? was radically Croatian. The spiritual programme of 
this organisation is coherent with the spiritual programme of the UstaSa, as has 
been expressed numerous times at various Crusader functions by Dr Ivo 
Protulipac, but also by other Crusader speakers. Therefore, may the Crusaders’ 
sacrifice in the future come to an even greater expression, but not so much with 
words as much as with action.? 


On 15 June 1941, the paper declared: 


For the Croatian people, the Serbs are the biggest enemies, to which, as in the rest 
of Europe, we can add the Jews, the Free Masons, and the communists ... 
Therefore: may we finally stop using the dumb claim, so unworthy of the 
followers of Christ, that one should fight against evil and against ruinous people in 
a polite and elegant manner. Hildebrand, the simple Benedictine monk filled with 
holy rage, and also Pope Gregory VII* purged the Church of many parasites, not 
with elegance but with a strong hand directing the holy revolution. The Poglavnik 
is a courageous man, a great man, a man of God and of the people. May the dear 
Lord preserve our Poglavnik for a long life! And may He preserve him always 
ready for action in the holy revolution against all evil!* 


Katolicki Tjednik declared in August 1941, that ‘those who wish to wage the battle 
against evil wearing kid gloves are stupid and unworthy of being followers of Christ.’ 
The same periodical later also published: 


Until now God spoke through papal encyclicals, sermons, the Christian press ... 
And they were deaf. Now God has decided to use other methods. He will prepare 
missions! World missions! They will be upheld not by priests but by army 
commanders led by Hitler. The sermons will be heard with the help of cannon, 
machine guns, tanks and bombers.® 


In its issue of 5 April 1942 it stated: 


Upon the anniversary of the founding of the Independent State of Croatia, we 
Catholics will piously clasp our hands and pray to God to let his blessing fall upon 


' One of the main outlets for the political work of Catholic Action in Croatia was the ‘Krizari’ (‘Great 
Brotherhood of Crusaders’). This organisation was founded in the 1920s by Dr Ivan Merz. He also ‘gave a 
new direction to the youth movement of the “Eagles” (“Hrvatski orlovi’), according to the Catholic Action’s 
principles.’ Merz was beatified by Pope John Paul II in 2003. 

2 Tvo Protulipac was an important Catholic activist. He was President of the ‘Union of Croatian Eagles’ 
(‘Hrvatski orlovski savez’). When the association was banned by King Alexander, he reformed it together 
with Ivan Merz under the name ‘KriZari. He was killed by UDBA (State Security Administration) agents in 
Trieste in 1946. 

3 http://pavelic-papers.com/documents/ndhnews/ndhn0003.html (2009) 

4 Hildebrand, who became Pope Saint Gregory VII, appears in S., A. ‘A Corrupt Tree’. Volume 1. 
Notwithstanding, his having been sanctified, he was in reality a megalomaniac, a forger, infallible, a censor, 
militant, avaricious, and a murderer. 
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6 Quoted in: Wikipedia ‘Ivan Sari¢’ (2016) 


Catholic Press 207 


our land and our people. Of the individual leaders of our state, the main subject of 
our prayers and sacrifices will be our Chieftain, Ante Paveli¢.' 


Katolicki Tjednik, on 21 July 1942, carried an article recounting the highlights in 
Paveli¢’s life and recalling the great moment when he shouted in the parliament: ‘I 
shall be most happy when it becomes possible for me and the entire Croatian people to 


3) 


tell you Serbians “good-night”...’. The article concluded: 


Through various protective laws the UstaSa state is exterminating foreign 
influences and domestic evils. The death penalty is provided for those who are 
morally destroying the offspring of the Croatian people.” 


Archbishops Stepinac and Sarié and a bishop used the inauguration of the new 
Bishop of Mostar as an occasion for a special pro-UstaSa manifestation. According to 
Katolicki Tjednik of 25 October 1942, the new bishop, Petar Cule, stated in his address 
that his task was ‘to cooperate as closely as possible with the UstaSa authorities, to 
work loyally to strengthen the Independent State of Croatia, and to support with all 
means the Chieftain, Ante Pavelic.’ The choir sang the UstaSa song and the state hymn, 
while the audience stood to attention with arms out stretched in the fascist salute. 


Krizevtsi 


Sari¢ penned a eulogy to Paveli¢ entitled Kada Sunca Sija (When the Sun Shines) 
and had it published by Kvizevtsi in 1942. It included these lines: 


For God himself was at thy side, thou good and strong one, So that thou mightest 
perform thy deeds for the Homeland...And against the Jews, who had all the 
money, Who wanted to sell our souls ... the miserable traitors ... Dr Ante Paveli¢! 
The dear name! Croatia has therein a treasure from Heaven.* 


Nedelja 
The Catholic Crusader weekly Nedelja, in its issue of 6 June 1941, declared that: 


Christ and the UstaSe and Christ and the Croatians march together through history. 
From the first day of its existence the UstaSa movement has been fighting for the 
victory of Christ’s principles, for the victory of justice, freedom, and truth. Our 
Holy Saviour will help us in the future as he has done until now, that is why the 
new UstaSa Croatia will be Christ’s, ours and no one else’s. 


The front page of the 15 June 1941 issue contained an article denigrating the 
defeated Yugoslavian Army. Contrasting the Yugoslavian soldier and the Nazi 
conquerors, the article stated: 


Later we learned to know a different kind of soldier — the German soldier. In him 
we saw something diametrically opposed to that soldiery which collapsed, as if 


Nazi Doctrine in the Catholic Press 

How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War II 
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struck by lightning, exactly at the time it was supposed to justify its ‘reputation’. 
While every Yugoslav soldier looked like a beggar, the German soldier showed us 
that even a soldier can be a gentleman. 


Nedelja praised the military exploits of dozens of priests, especially Franciscan 
Radovan Glavas, and the priest Ivan Miletic who led Croatian fascists in a joint battle 
with Wehrmacht forces.! 

The paper published an article in 1941 which stated ‘the talk about so-called 
religious tolerance is now stopped.’ Two weeks later, it published an article justifying 
the mass murders and declaring that the time had come for a final accounting with the 
Serbs: ‘They have been hit with a mallet on the forehead; evil must be punished! ’” 


Nova Hrvatska 


Nova Hrvatska was the official UstaSa newspaper. Its issue of 28 June 1941 exalted 
Father Marko Calusic, who had led 180 armed UstaSe, as a man who was ‘always 
ready to shoulder a gun.” 

In the 26 November 1941 issue of Nova Hrvatska, Paveli¢ praised the work of the 
Catholic clergy within the ranks of the UstaSa military: 


I am convinced that posterity will be grateful to you Roman Catholic Croatian 
priests for having inculcated our first soldiers of the Independent State of Croatia 
with a wholesome spirit, a high morality and respect for God, as well as with 
fearlessness and courage in facing the enemy both within and without.* 


Novi List 


On 25 June 1941, Bishop Dr Buric officiated at the installation of the UstaSa 
Governor Miroslav Susic of the Province of Vinodol. Novi List reported that on this 
occasion the Bishop made a speech in which he assured the Usta8a government and its 
leader that they could count on the fullest support of the Catholic Church. 

Novi List of 10 November 1942 reported how Archbishop Ivan Sari¢ had delivered 
a speech in the presence of German and Ustaa officers. In it, Sarié praised Pavelié as 
‘a wonderful leader who can serve as an example to us in every way.’ He concluded: 


Commend yourselves to our beloved Lord with whose help we will gain the final 
victory together with our dear friends and allies. Therefore, with faith in God and 
with devotion to our beloved leader, we must always be ready to die for the Chief 
and for the Fatherland.® 


' Lituchy, Barry. What Is The Vatican Hiding? The Vatican's Complicity in Genocide in Fascist Croatia: The 
Suppressed Chapter of Holocaust History 
World History Archives. http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/62/123.html (2016) 
How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War II 
http://www.hissheep.org/catholic/who_will_be_the_next_saint.html (2009) 
How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War IT 
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Novo Doba 


The Split newspaper Novo Doba of 23 April 1941 carried the text of a message sent 
to Paveli¢ by the Bishop of Hvar, Miho Pu8sic. In this message, the Bishop declared 
that the great leader Paveli¢ was the first fighter for national resurrection, and 
expressed the deep gratitude, devotion and loyalty of the Catholic Church. The Bishop 
also implored the Almighty to bestow his blessings abundantly on Paveli¢.' 


Osvit 
Osvit was a Sarajevo newspaper published by the Franciscans. Jesuit priest 


Dragutin Kamber had an article in the issue of 18 December 1942, under the title 
“Why Do I Want the Germans and Their Allies to Win?’ His answers were: 


Without the Germans, that is, the Axis, our nation would die and we would not 
have an Independent State of Croatia; 


From the international point of view, Germany and the Croatians have the same 
ee 
enemies. 


Vjesnik Pocasne Straze Sréa Isusova 


Issues No. 5 and 6, 1941, of Vjesnik Pocasne Straze Srca Isusova contained an 
article entitled ‘The Banner of Croatia — the Heart of Christ’ in which the ‘resurrection’ 
of Croatia was compared with that of Christ: 


In the early spring the Croatian people experienced their resurrection at the time of 
Christ’s resurrection. The great son of the Croatian people returned and gave them 
their liberty and ancient rights. And this is also the work of God; the Lord did it 
all ...3 


Archbishop Stepinac’s Pastoral Letter 


On 28 April 1941, just after the creation of the NDH, Archbishop Stepinac 
published a pastoral letter in support of both the new state and Poglavnik Paveli¢. It 
was delivered to all parishes in the NDH and printed in all official Catholic 
publications, including Nedelja and Katolicki List. It included: 


Honourable brethren! 


There is not one among you who did not recently witness the most significant 
event in the life of the Croatian people among whom we act as heralds of Christ’ 
word. These are events that fulfilled the long dreamed of and desired ideal of our 
people. These are the hours when the tongue does not speak, but blood speaks by 
its mysterious union with the earth ... 


You should therefore readily answer my call to do elevated work for the 


! How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War IT 
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safeguarding and progress of the Independent State of Croatia 


Knowing the men who today control the destiny of the Croatian people, we are 
deeply convinced that they will offer our people their full understanding ... 


The Church of the Lord has never been lost in phrases, but it also never failed in 
that persistent work, on which the foundations of a fortunate future of individuals, 
nations and states are being created. Show that, honourable brethren, and now 
fulfil your duty towards the young state of Croatia. 


In light of this we determine, that on Sunday May 4th this year a solemn Te Deum 
should be performed in all parochial churches, to which the parochial offices 
should invite the local authorities and the faithful. I hope that these festivities will 
be performed. And if circumstances will not allow it, it should be performed on the 
first available day. Regarding the cathedral in Zagreb, I will determine that for you 
in concord with the state authorities.!7 


Synopsis 
The Church and its lay organisations were owners and publishers of about 50 


newspapers and periodicals which reached people in all walks of life and had a 
wide circle of readers. Its influence was great. 


Under the direct supervision of the religious hierarchy, this press became a 
significant fascist propaganda organ. It propounded the fascist Corporate State 
and praised the fascist Catholic dictatorships where Roman clergy played a 
dominant role. 


The Church’s press was strongly supportive of the UstaSa and its atrocities. 


Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac’s own paper, Katolicki List, was a firm supporter 
of Paveli¢ and the UstaSa — as was Katolicki Tjednik, Archbishop Ivan Saric’s 
weekly journal. 


! How the Catholic Church united with local Nazis to run Croatia during World War IT 
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What luck for rulers that men do not think. Adolf Hitler 


Adolf Hitler was a devout Roman Catholic. In a speech at Hamburg in 1936, he is 
reported to have said: 


Providence has caused me to be Catholic ... In standing guard against the Jew I am 
defending the handiwork of the Lord.! 


As late as 1941, Adolf Hitler, a confirmed Catholic, then aged 52, reiterated: 
Iam now, as before, a Christian and will always remain so. 


Nevertheless, apologists have regularly promoted the fiction that Adolf Hitler was 
an atheist.2, He was born into a devout Catholic family, he was baptised in a Catholic 
Church in 1889, lived in predominantly Catholic Austria, and went to Catholic 
schools and churches as a child. 

His father regarded the Catholic priesthood as the highest state to which anyone 
could aspire; and to Adolf as a child, the priest appeared to be the ideal human being. 
In his autobiography, Hitler says that he was deeply impressed with the religious 
ceremonies of the Catholic Church and was a member of the choir in his parish church. 
For two years he attended classes at the Benedictine monastery at Lambach. There, he 
sang in the choir.t ‘This,’ he said, ‘supplied me with the best opportunity to steep 
myself in the solemn magnificence of the brilliant feasts of the Church.” 

Hitler did well in monastery school (St Michael’s, in Leonding, Austria), sang in 
the choir, found High Mass and other Church ceremonies intoxicating, and idolised 
priests.° He was a communicant and an altar boy of the Catholic Church, and was 
confirmed as a ‘soldier of Christ.’ 

In 1920 when Hitler was thirty-one, his comrade Rudolf Hess wrote a letter to the 
Prime Minister of Bavaria: ‘I know Herr Hitler very well personally and am quite 
close to him. He has an unusually honourable character, full of profound kindness, is 
religious, a good Catholic.’ 

In a speech of 12 April 1922, and in his unpublished book Zweites Buch (Second 
Book), Hitler explained his perspective on Jesus: 
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My feelings as a Christian point me to my Lord and Saviour as a fighter. It points 
me to the man who once in loneliness, surrounded by a few followers ... was 
greatest not as a sufferer but as a fighter.' 


Hitler never renounced the religious doctrines nor condemned the political aims 
and aspirations of the Church.? He published his hate-filled book Mein Kampf (My 
Struggle) in 1925. It was edited by the Jesuit Bernhard Staempfile. 

In Mein Kampf, Hitler approved the indisputability of Church dogmas, the 
intolerant attitude of Catholic education, the necessity of blind faith, the infallibility of 
the pope, and the compulsory celibacy of the clergy. He wrote that his plan for a 
triumphant Nazism was modelled on the Church’s traditional ‘tenacious adherence to 
dogma’ and its ‘fanatical intolerance’. Particularly was this so in the Church’s past 
when in building ‘its own altar’, Christianity had not hesitated to ‘destroy the altars of 
the heathen.”* 

In Mein Kampf Hitler also wrote: 


Since in my free time I received singing lessons in the cloister at Lambach, I had 
excellent opportunity to intoxicate myself with the solemn splendour of the 
brilliant church festivals. As was only natural, the abbot seemed to me, as the 
village priest had once seemed to my father, the highest and most desirable ideal.* 


And, in admiration of the Church, Hitler stated: 


Thus the Catholic Church is more secure than ever. It can be predicted that, as 
passing phenomena vanish away, she will remain as a beacon light amid these 
vanishing elements, attracting blind adherents in ever-increasing numbers.° 


He wrote of his enthusiasm: 


Even today I am not ashamed to say that, overpowered by stormy enthusiasm, I 
fell down on my knees and thanked Heaven from an overflowing heart for 
granting me the good fortune of being permitted to live at this time. 


I had so often sung “Deutschland tiber Alles’ and shouted ‘Heil’ at the top of my 
lungs, that it seemed to me almost a belated act of grace to be allowed to stand as a 
witness in the divine court of the eternal judge and proclaim the sincerity of this 
conviction.° 


In 1928, aged 39, Hitler certainly went to confession and communion. In 1933 he 
let it be officially announced: 
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Reich Chancellor Hitler still belongs to the Catholic Church and has no intention 
of leaving it. 


As late as 1941 Hitler told his adjutant, General Gerhard Engel, ‘I shall remain a 
Catholic for ever.’! He also stated ‘I believe today that my conduct is in accordance 
with the will of the Almighty Creator.” 

Hitler never left the Church. The Church never criticised his diabolical operations 
during their relentless progress.> He was never excommunicated. (As examples of the 
double standards of the Catholic Church, Martin Luther was excommunicated for 
simply translating the Bible into German, and President Juan Domingo Peron of 
Argentina was excommunicated in 1955 because of the enactment of the divorce law 
and the expulsion of two Catholic priests from the country.) 

Mein Kampf was never placed on the Church’s Index of Forbidden Books. By 
contrast, the fictional work Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe was placed on the 
Index. Mein Kampf was studied for three years by the Congregation of the Index, but 
according to the Roman Catholic doctrine of the state, Hitler was deemed to have 
come to power legally. So, the Congregation conveniently and self-righteously applied 
Paul’s Epistle to the Romans (13:1-2), which, it is claimed, says that all state authority 
derives from God and must be obeyed: 


Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: 
the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, 
resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves 
damnation.> 


“Who says I am not under the special protection of God?’ asked Adolf. He never 
formally renounced his Catholicism. 

In the Nationalsozialistiche Deutsche Arbeiter Partei Programm, written by Adolf 
Hitler and Anton Drexler, and publicly presented on 24 February 1920, are included 
the statements: 


We demand freedom for all religious denominations in the State, provided they do 
not threaten its existence nor offend the moral feelings of the German race. 


The Party, as such, stands for positive Christianity, but does not commit itself to 
any particular denomination ... and is convinced that our nation can achieve 
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permanent health only from within on the basis of the principle: The common 
interest before self-interest.! 


In a 1933 speech, Hitler said that ‘To do justice to God and our own conscience, we 
have turned once more to the German Volk.’ 
In the same year, he said in a speech: 


We were convinced that the people need and require this faith. We have therefore 
undertaken the fight against the atheistic movement, and that not merely with a 
few theoretical declarations: we have stamped it out 


Hitler compared the methods of the Catholic Church to those of his own: 


I have followed [the Church] in giving our party programme the character of 
unalterable finality, like the Creed. The Church has never allowed the Creed to be 
interfered with. It is fifteen hundred years since it was formulated, but every 
suggestion for its amendment, every logical criticism, or attack on it, has been 
rejected. The Church has realised that anything and everything can be built up on a 
document of that sort, no matter how contradictory or irreconcilable with it. The 
faithful will swallow it whole, so long as logical reasoning is never allowed to be 
brought to bear on it. 


Ina speech at Koblenz in 1934 Hitler said: 


National Socialism neither opposes the Church nor is it anti-religious, but on the 
contrary it stands on the ground of a real Christianity ... For their interests cannot 
fail to coincide with ours alike in our fight against the symptoms of degeneracy in 
the world of today, in our fight against a Bolshevist culture, against atheistic 
movement, against criminality, and in our struggle for a consciousness of a 
community in our national life ... These are not anti-Christian, these are Christian 
principles!* 


Ina 1944 speech Hitler declared: 


I may not be a light of the church, a pulpiteer, but deep down I am a pious man, 
and believe that whoever fights bravely in defence of a natural law framed by God 
and never capitulates will never be deserted by the lawgiver, but will, in the end, 
receive the blessings of Providence.® 


In the 1960s, a prominent Viennese theologian, Friedrich Heer, described Hitler as 
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a misguided ‘Austrian Catholic’ —- a man whose faith was sincere. A man, who as a 
nine-year-old choirboy caught his first glimpse of a swastika in the coat of arms at the 
Lambach monastery'; whose beer-hall speeches resounded with biblical allusions; 
who as the Fuhrer re-created the grandeur of the Catholic mass at the annual 
Nuremberg Rally. Even Hitler’s virulent anti-Semitism found nourishment in those 
Christian roots. 

In his book Hitler: Diagnosis of a Destructive Prophet, Fritz Redlich, an eminent 
Yale psychiatrist, maintained that Hitler acted from a profound belief in God. He noted 
Hitler’s own words ‘Man kommt um den Gottesbegriff nicht um’ (“You cannot get 
around the concept of God’)? 

In his Adolf Hitler: The Definitive Biography, historian John Toland, Hitler’s 
acclaimed biographer, wrote of Hitler’s religious situation at the time of the Final 
Solution. He recorded that Hitler was still a member in good standing of the Roman 
Church despite his detestation of its hierarchy.* 

A Rhenish* group of German Christians in April 1937 passed the resolution: 
‘Hitler’s word is God’s law, the decrees and laws which represent it possess divine 
authority.” 

Even after his death, Hitler was supported by the Church. Sister Pascalina Lehnert, 
Pius XII’s housekeeper and confidante, recorded that “When His Holiness was told of 
their [Hitler’s and Mussolini’s] demise, he said nothing, holding to the Catholic 
teaching that one does not speak unkindly of the deceased ... Yet, he went to the Papal 
Chapel on both occasions and said silent prayers for the repose of the souls of 
Mussolini and Hitler. 

Spanish dictator Francisco Franco (Knight of the Order of Christ) published a 
statement on 3 May 1945, three days after Hitler’s death: 


Adolf Hitler, son of the Catholic Church, died while defending Christianity. It is 
therefore understandable that words cannot be found to lament over his death, 
when so many were found to exalt his life. Over his mortal remains stands his 


Hitler attended the primary school run by Benedictines at Lambach monastery. 
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victorious moral figure. With the palm of the martyr, God gives Hitler the laurels 
of Victory.! 


Synopsis 
Adolf Hitler was born into a devout Catholic family, was baptised in a Catholic 


Church, lived in predominantly Catholic Austria, and went to Catholic schools 
and churches as a child. 


He was deeply impressed with the religious ceremonies of the Church, and was 
a member of the choir in his parish church. He did well in monastery school, 
found High Mass and other Church ceremonies intoxicating, and idolised 
priests. He was a communicant, an altar boy, and confirmed as a ‘soldier of 
Christ’. 

Hitler never renounced the religious doctrines nor condemned the political aims 
and aspirations of the Church. In Mein Kampf he approved the indisputability of 
Church dogmas, the intolerant attitude of Catholic education, the necessity of 
blind faith, and the infallibility of the pope. His plan for a trrumphant Nazism 
was modelled on the Church’s traditional ‘tenacious adherence to dogma’ and 
its ‘fanatical intolerance.’ Particularly was this so in the Church’s past when in 
building ‘its own altar,’ it had not hesitated to “destroy the altars of the heathen.’ 


Adolf Hitler’s Mein Kampf was never placed on the Church’s Index of 
Forbidden Books. Hitler never left the Church. The Church never criticised his 
diabolical operations during their relentless progress. It never refused him the 
sacraments. He was never excommunicated. 

Indisputably, Hitler was born, raised, educated, lived, committed genocide, and 
died a Roman Catholic. 
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Giving every man a vote has no more made men wise and free than 
Christianity has made them good. H L Mencken 


Most of the major participants in the planning and implementation of the genocides 
were bom and bred Catholics. A quarter of the members of the Nazi Schutzstaffel (SS) 
were Catholics. 

David Cymet has noted that the principal genocide perpetrators (Hitler, Himmler, 
Heydrich and Héss) were bor into Catholic families, received a strict Catholic 
education, and never severed their connection to the Roman Catholic Church.! 

Gordon C Zahn recorded that German Catholics exhibited an almost unanimous 
support for Hitler’s war.” Indeed, despite repeated enquiries of chancery officials and 
Catholics who had been active in the pre-Hitler peace movement, he was able to learn 
of no more than seven Catholics who openly refused to serve in Hitler’s armed 
services. In fact, several of these conscientious objectors, which included at least one 
priest, were denied the sacraments because their refusal to cooperate with the Nazis 
was deemed to be proof that they were bad Catholics. 

Zahn’s research, led him to conclude that the members of the Catholic laity, 
notwithstanding other reasons, supported Adolf Hitler’s wars because: 


Church leaders formally required them to do so; the Catholic press and Church 
organisations gave their total commitment to the Nazi cause; the Church and its 
values encouraged them to act in the defence of the people and the fatherland; in 
looking to the religious hierarchy for spiritual guidance and direction with respect 
to war service with the Nazis they received almost the same answers that they 
would have received from Hitler himself 


Paul Joseph Goebbels 


Goebbels was German Minister for Public Enlightenment and Propaganda during 
the Nazi regime. He was a baptised Catholic, was brought up in a devoutly Catholic 
home, and was never excommunicated. 

He was one of Hitler’s closest associates and most devout followers. He was so 
close to Hitler that the Fiihrer served as first witness at his Catholic marriage.* 

He was known for his skills in public speaking and his deep and virulent antisemitism, 
which led to his supporting the extermination of the Jews. 

Goebbels’ Propaganda Ministry quickly gained and exerted controlling supervision 
over the news media, arts, and information in Germany. He was particularly adept at using 
the relatively new media of radio and film for propaganda purposes. 

In aradio broadcast in 1936, Goebbels said: 
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We have a feeling that Germany has been transformed into a great house of God, 
including all classes, professions and creeds, where the Fiihrer as our mediator 
stood before the throne of the Almighty.! 


In 1943, Goebbels began to pressure Hitler to introduce measures that would 
produce ‘total war’, including closing businesses not essential to the war effort, 
conscripting women into the labour force, and enlisting men in previously exempt 
occupations into the Wehrmacht. Hitler finally appointed him as ‘Reich Plenipotentiary 
for Total War’ on 23 July 1944. 

Goebbels committed suicide on 1 May 1945. His body was then doused with petrol. 
His remains were repeatedly buried and exhumed. The last burial was at the SMERSH 
facility in Magdeburg on 21 February 1946. In 1970, KGB director Yuri Andropov 
authorised an operation to destroy the remains. On 4 April 1970, a Soviet KGB team 
used detailed burial charts to exhume five wooden boxes containing, amongst others, 
the Goebbels family. They were burned, crushed, and scattered into the Biederitz 
River? 


Reinhard Tristan Eugen Heydrich 


Reinhard Heydrich was bom and baptised a Catholic. 

He was one of the main architects of the genocides, and was the founding head of 
the Sicherheitsdienst (SD), an intelligence organisation charged with seeking out and 
neutralising resistance to the Nazi Party through arrests, deportations and murders. 

The Gestapo (Geheime Staatspolizei) was the official secret police of Nazi 
Germany, and was under the overall administration of the SS. The Einsatzgruppen 
were formed under the direction of SS-Obergruppenfihrer Reinhard Heydrich. 

In early 1936, Heydrich left the Catholic Church because he came to consider its 
political power and influence a danger to the state.>4 

In London, the Czechoslovak government-in-exile resolved to kill Heydrich. 
Consequently, on May 27 1942, the car in which he was travelling was bombed. On 4 
June he died in hospital of sepsis. 

His wife Lina wrote a memoir, Leben mit einem Kriegsverbrecher (Living with a 
War Criminal), which was published in 1976. 


Heinrich Luitpold Himmler 


Himmler was one of the most powerful men in Nazi Germany, being second only 
to Hitler. He purposely constructed the black-clad Nazi SS on Jesuit principles by 
carefully copying the service statutes and spiritual exercises introduced by fitigo Ofiaz 
Lopez de Loyola (Ignatius Loyola),> the founder of the infamous Jesuit Order.® Adolf 
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Hitler said of Himmler having modelled the SS on the Jesuit Order: 
I can see Himmler as our Ignatius of Loyola. 


As founder and officer-in-charge of the Nazi concentration camps and the 
Einsatzgruppen death squads, Himmler held final command responsibility for the 
annihilation of millions who were deemed unworthy to live. He has been described as 
‘a man often seen as the very personification of evil’. 

Himmler was the son of pious Roman Catholic parents, was baptised and brought 
up a Catholic, attended mass regularly, and was never excommunicated. In his diaries 
he claimed to be a devout Catholic, and wrote that he would never turn away from the 
Church.” He declared that: 


By and large ... we have performed this task in love of our people, and we have 
suffered no damage from it, in our inner self, in our soul, in our character. 


True wars, wars between races, are merciless and fought to the last man, until one 
side or the other is eliminated without trace. 


In a speech to the SS guards Himmler stated: ‘Man must defend himself against 
bedbugs and rats — against vermin.” 

Shortly before the War ended Himmler was arrested by British forces. While in 
custody he committed suicide on 23 May 1945. 

Soon after, his body was buried in an unmarked grave near Liineburg. Its location 
remains unknown.4 


Rudolf Franz Ferdinand Héss (Hoess) 


Rudolf Héss has been described as one of history’s greatest mass murderers, being 
responsible for exterminating 2.5 million people. He was born and died a Catholic. 

He was the architect and SS Commandant of the death camp at Auschwitz- 
Birkenau (Oswi¢cim), the largest killing centre ever created, and the site where more 
people were murdered than any other in recorded human history. He testified during 
the War Crimes Trials after the War that at peak efficiency Auschwitz had the capacity 
to ‘get rid of ten thousand people in 24 hours.’ He had a view of the crematoria 
chimneys from his bedroom window. 

He was brought up in a rigorous Catholic tradition. In his youth, his pious Catholic 
parents often took him on pilgrimages to Lourdes and Einsiedeln. His father took a 
religious oath dedicating him to God and the priesthood. When asked if his father ever 
beat him, Héss replied that he was only punished by prayer.° 

Hdss was captured in March 1946. 
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In his Nuremberg cell, Héss told psychologist G M Gilbert how he was brought up 
in a rigorous Catholic tradition: 


My father was really a bigot. He was very strict and fanatical. I learned that my 
father took a religious oath at the time of the birth of my younger sister, dedicating 
me to God and the priesthood, and after that leading a Joseph married life. He 
directed my entire youthful education toward the goal of making me a priest.! 


H6ss’ affidavit at Nuremberg on 5 April 1946 reads: 


I commanded Auschwitz until 1 December 1943, and estimate that at least 
2,500,000 victims were executed and exterminated there by gassing and burning, 
and at least another half million succumbed to starvation and disease, making a 
total dead of about 3,000,000.” 


H6ss was hanged at Auschwitz-Birkenau. A board has been erected on this spot. Its 
text reads: 


The first commandment of Auschwitz, SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Rudolf Hoss, 
who was tried and sentenced to death after the war by the Polish Supreme 
National Tribunal, was hanged here on 16 April 1947. 


Shortly before his execution Héss returned to the Catholic Church. On 10 April 
1947, he received the sacrament of penance from Fr Wiadystaw Lohn, SJ, provincial 
of the Polish Province of the Society of Jesus. On the next day the same priest 
administered to him Holy Communion as Viaticum.?# 


Josef Mengele 


Mengele was born in March 1911 into a wealthy Bavarian family that were ‘strict 
Catholics’; which description Mengele always used when asked about his religious 
beliefs to be entered officially on any documents.>° 

An ardent Nazi, he served as medical officer with the Waffen SS during World 
War II, and was appointed chief doctor at the Nazi Concentration Camp Auschwitz- 
Birkenau, where prisoners were selected either for labour, extermination or medical 
experimentation. He supervised the selection of arriving transports of prisoners, 
determining who was to be killed and who was to become a forced labourer. 

In charge of vast numbers of fatal, bizarre and brutal medical experiments which 
killed over 400 000 victims, he became known as the ‘Angel of Death’.’ 

After the War, he escaped to Brazil, possibly via the Church’s ratlines. 
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On 7 February 1979, Mengele suffered a stroke while swimming and drowned. 
He was buried in Embu das Artes under the name ‘Wolfgang Gerhard’, whose 
identification card he had been using since 1971. His family refused to have the 
remains repatriated to Germany, and they remain stored at the SAo Paulo Institute for 
Forensic Medicine. 

In his autobiography, entitled Fiat Lux, written in the third person under the 
pseudonym of Andreas, he claimed: ‘If I had to choose again I would choose the same 
profession.’ There was no remorse towards his innocent victims who suffered and died 
at his pleasure.! 


Oswald Pohl 


Oswald Pohl was a Catholic who became a Nazi official and SS-Obergruppen- 
fiihrer in charge of the SS-Wirtschafts-Verwaltungshauptamt (SS-WVHA) (‘SS main 
bureau for economic administration’). Among other things, the SS-WVHA was 
responsible for the organisation of the concentration camps, deciding on the 
distribution of detainees to the various camps and the ‘rental’ of detainees for slave 
labour. 

Captured in 1946, Pohl was sentenced to death by an American military tribunal 
after the Nuremberg Trials for crimes against humanity, war crimes and membership in 
a criminal organisation, as well as for mass murders and crimes committed in the 
concentration camps administered by the SS-WVHA. 

When it ‘suited him best’ during the trials, Pohl started to see a Catholic priest 
again. In 1950, his book Credo. Mein Weg zu Gott (Credo. My way to God) was 
published with permission from the Catholic Church, which Pohl had re-joined.” 

Pohl was hanged in 1951. 


Eduard Wirths 


Eduard Wirths was born in Bavaria to a Catholic family. He became an ardent Nazi 
while studying medicine at the University of Wiirzburg. He joined the Nazi Party and 
the SA in June 1933 and applied for admission into the SS in 1934. He entered the 
Waffen SS in 1939. He was the Chief SS doctor (SS-Standortarzt) at the Auschwitz 
Concentration Camp. Thus Wirths had formal responsibility for everything undertaken 
by the nearly twenty SS doctors who worked in the medical sections of Auschwitz 
between 1942 and 1945. He was involved in ordering arbitrary and pseudo-scientific 
medical experimentation that directly led to prisoner fatalities. 

On the other hand, Wirths did have a kindly side, resulting in his receiving a 
Christmas card from one Langbein, a Jewish prisoner who worked with him. 

He was captured by the allies, and while awaiting trial, committed suicide. 


' Ex-Catholics for Christ. http://www.excatholicsforchrist.com/articles.php?PageURL=mengele.htm (2016) 

2 Wikipedia ‘Oswald Pohl’ (2016) 

3 Tbid. ‘Eduard Wirths (2016). Currently: ‘What the Church teaches is that anyone who commits a mortal sin 
and does not repent before death goes to hell ... Only someone who freely chooses to commit suicide with 
full knowledge of the gravity of the sinfulness would commit mortal sin by his suicide.’ 
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Terminus 


Not only did Hitler commit suicide, so also did Goring. Other Nazi criminals, who 
were hanged, included Frank, Frick, Kaltenbrunner, Keitel, Rosenberg, Streicher, and 
von Ribbentrop. After cremation, the ashes of Géring and these other men were 
fittingly dumped into a muddy drain in the Bavarian countryside.! 


Synopsis 
Half the population of Hitler’s Greater Reich were Catholic. 
A quarter of the members of the Nazi Schutzstaffel (SS) were Catholics. 


Most of the major participants in the planning and implementation of the 
genocides were born and bred Catholics. 


The main perpetrators — Hitler, Himmler, Heydrich and Héss — were born into 
Catholic families, received a strict Catholic education, and died Catholics. 


' Read, Anthony. The Devil’s Disciples: Hitler’s Inner Circle. p913 


14— The Church’s Assistance to War Criminals 


We have, in fact, two kinds of morality side by side: one which we preach 
but do not practice, and another which we practice but seldom preach. 
Bertrand Russell 


The massive, illegal, post-war evacuation of World War II criminals from Europe 
was a task that required the resources and facilities of a very large organisation. That 
organisation was the Catholic Church. The main pathway for these war criminals was 
via ‘The Monastery Route’. Catholic priests, especially Franciscans, helped move 
these fugitives from one monastery to the next until they reached Rome. 

These ‘ratlines’ were systems of escape routes which led principally towards safe 
havens in South America, particularly Argentina, Paraguay, Brazil and Chile, all of 
which were predominantly of Roman Catholic faith. 

The exact number of Catholic priests who worked as commanders or guards at the 
concentration camps in Croatia is not known. However, it is known that there were at 
least hundreds. The extent of the involvement of Catholic ecclesiastics in the Croatian 
genocidal atrocities may be judged from the fact that by the end of the Second World 
War 1500 of them fled Europe to evade justice. Many of these were actively assisted 
by the Holy See’s ratlines. 

The researcher Uki Gofti, in his ground-breaking book, The Real ODESSA: How 
Peron Brought the Nazi War Criminals to Argentina revealed that: 


Thousands of former Nazi, Rexist, Vichy and Ustasha officials — some of them 
major criminals, others passive accomplices to crime — had to be clandestinely 
provided with aliases, travel documents, money, lodging and a ticket to South 
America. ... it was only the Catholic Church that was able to braid the strands of 
such a gargantuan endeavour:! 


A 1947 US intelligence report noted: ‘Many of the more prominent Ustashe war 
criminals and Quislings are living in Rome illegally, many under false names ... All 
this activity seems to stem from the Vatican.’ The centre for these illicit operations 
was indeed Rome and Pius XII’s Holy See. 

Holy See sponsorship of these men, with a view to their escaping possible war- 
criminal prosecution, was accorded them chiefly in order to assure their silence 
conceming the atrocities committed by clerically-led Croats who had indulged in the 
ruthless program of extermination of Jews, Roma and Orthodox Serbs.* 

‘The terms of the mutual deed, which was applicable to war criminals of all parties, 
were carried out by sending the fugitives, provided with forged papers, from Italy to 


' Gofii, Uki. The Real ODESSA: How Peron Brought the Nazi War Criminals to Argentina. p229 
2. http://www.remnantofgod.org/ustashe.htm (2016) 

3 Gofii, Uki. The Real ODESSA: How Peron Brought the Nazi War Criminals to Argentina. p229 
4 http://www.jasenovac-info.com/cd/biblioteka/pavelicpapers/draganovic/kd0003.html (2009) 
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Spain via France, in groups of three. In order to avoid too stringent police check, top- 
drawer criminals were allowed to travel by sleeping car.”! 

Many of the Croatian cabinet ministers hiding at the Croatian Confraternity of San 
Girolamo (see below) shuttled several times a week between the Vatican and the 
monastery in a chauffeur-driven car bearing Vatican City diplomatic plates. ‘It issues 
forth from the Vatican and discharges its passengers inside the monastery,’ stated 
American intelligence.” 

An information sheet from a US Army File on Ante Paveli¢ reported that ‘Within 
the next 18 months, nearly the entire cabinet of the Independent State of Croatia will 
have relocated to Buenos Aires.” 

Caritas Croata* in Buenos Aires obtained landing permits for many of these 
assisted fugitives including the hardened war criminal Dinko Sakié.5 


The Involvement of Pius XII and the Holy See 


Uki Gomi informs, how, through patient examination of a series of dossiers at the 
Public Record Office in London, he discovered that not only was Pius XII, the alleged 
‘neutral pope’, fully aware of the sanctuary provided to war criminals at Roman 
ecclesiastical institutions but also that he personally liaised with the Nazi-smuggling 
operation at the Croatian Confraternity of San Girolamo.® Draganovié’s ratline 
operation ‘reveals the direct involvement of Pius XII himself.’ ”* 

The dossiers show that Pius also secretly pleaded with Washington and London on 
behalf of notorious criminals and Nazi collaborators: 


These appeals were made in writing by the Vatican Secretariat of State, an office 
under the direct and personal supervision of Pius XII and Monsignor Montini 
[who became Pope Paul VI]. In at least one case, an appeal was made in the 
Pope’s own name.’ 


During the genocide, although Vatican representatives visited the notorious 
Jasenovac Concentration Camp several times, they did nothing to rescue its victims. 
However, when the fascists faced defeat at the end of the war, the Holy See 
immediately stepped forward to rescue these fascists. It issued many of them with false 
International Red Cross identity papers and the like. As early as 1943, the Holy See 
intervened forcefully with the Allies on behalf of Nazi and other fascist POWs in Italy 
‘to exercise that mission of charity proper to the Church.’ But the question has been 


'  http://www,jasenovac-info.com/cd/biblioteka/pavelicpapers/draganovic/kd0003.html (2009) 

2 Gofii, Uki. The Real ODESSA: How Peron Brought the Nazi War Criminals to Argentina. pp211-12 

3 http://www.jasenovac-info.com/cd/biblioteka/pavelicpapers/pavelic/ap002 1 html (2009) 

4 Caritas is stated to be a ‘Catholic agency for overseas aid and development’. 

> Gofti, Uki. The Real ODESSA: How Peron Brought the Nazi War Criminals to Argentina. pp xi-xv, 218 
© Tbid. pp327-29 

7 Draganovié — see below. 

8 Phayer, Michael. Pius XII, the Holocaust, and the Cold War. p231 

° Gofii, Uki. The Real ODESSA: How Peron Brought the Nazi War Criminals to Argentina. pp327-29 
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rightly asked: ‘where was that “mission of charity proper to the Church” for the one 
million Serbs, Jews and Roma killed by the Roman Catholic fascists?’ ! 

In this way, from August 1945, the Holy See sought to circumvent the extradition 
to Yugoslavia for crimes against humanity of UstaSe Nazis collaborators and others. 
Accordingly, the Holy See asked the British to ‘reconsider’ not only the ‘classification 
as prisoners of war’ of a group of 600 Croatians held ata POW camp in Naples, but all 
possible suspected UstaSe criminals. 

But the British did grant some extradition requests to Yugoslavia. Consequently, a 
second petition, this time in Pius’ own name, was made in March 1946, on behalf of 
the smuggling operation of Croatian Nazi collaborators and war criminals, run by 
Father Krunoslav Draganovié (see below).’ In 1947, the Holy See appealed on behalf 
of the notorious Nazi collaborator Miroslav Spalajkovié who was hiding in Rome: 


The competent Allied authorities are requested to use their good offices to 
prevent his repatriation to Yugoslavia, where without doubt a severe sentence 
awaits him.* 


That same year, Yugoslavia revealed that a ‘great number’ of war criminals were 
being ‘helped on their way’ to Argentina by the San Girolamo monastery, with the 
support of the Pontifical Commission of Assistance (PCA), which ‘provided them with 
visas and financial assistance’. In so doing, the PCA was violating ‘the decision of all 
the United Nations to return war criminals to the country where they committed their 
crime’.* 

The emigration services of the various agencies could not function without host 
countries to accept refugees. The PCA was successful because of the ability of the 
Holy See to put pressure on predominantly Roman Catholic countries in South 
America to open their doors to displaced persons. The Holy See began doing this early 
on, well before the end of the war, with Argentina, which took in the largest number of 
refugees, followed by Mexico and Cuba. Other Latin American countries participated 
as well. US Intelligence agent La Vista wrote that investigation indicated that in those 
Latin American countries where the Church was a controlling or dominating factor, the 
Holy See had indeed brought pressure to bear which had resulted in the foreign 
missions of those countries taking an attitude almost favouring the entry into their 
country of former Nazis and former fascists. That was the practice in effect in the Latin 
American consulates and missions in Rome at that time.> 


' Aarons, Mark and John Loftus. The Unholy Trinity. pp35-36. Source: Lituchy, Barry. What Is The Vatican 
Hiding? The Vatican’ Complicity in Genocide in Fascist Croatia: The Suppressed Chapter of Holocaust 
History 

2 Gofti, Uki. The Real ODESSA: How Peron Brought the Nazi War Criminals to Argentina. pp327-29. 
Thereafter Spalajkovi¢ spent the rest of his life in Paris, where he died in 1951. 

3 Tbid. pp331-32 
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In attempting to evade responsibility, Monsignor Domenico Tardini, head of the 
foreign section of the Vatican Secretariat of State, claimed, typically, that the PCA ‘had 
nothing to do with the Secretariat of State’. The British Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to the Holy See, Sir D’Arcy Osborne, reported that this 
“seemed to imply a waiver of responsibility for the commission’s activities. I pointed 
out to him [Tardini] however that it was a Vatican organisation and the instrument of 
Papal charity, and that consequently responsibility for it could not be disavowed.”! 

The following month, Pius XII produced an astonishing appeal in favour of fifteen 
UstaSe awaiting extradition at a British-controlled military prison in Rome. This 
petition stated that the men ‘at present detained as war criminals’ had been ‘at all times 
staunch advocates of the application of humanitarian principles’. In fact, the Holy 
See’s list included war criminals of the worst sort, including the Nazi collaborator 
General Vladimir Kren,” and UstaSa General Ante Moskov’ (commander of the élite 
Poglavnik Bodyguard Battalion, one of Croatia’s largest military units).* 

Exchanges between the Holy See and the British Foreign Office clearly established 
the fact that ‘neutral’ Pius XII himself was protecting the fugitives in the Croatian 
Confraternity of San Girolamo.° 

‘Pius XII distinguished between those who committed political murder and those 
who murdered for other reasons.’ This distinction led Pius to protect Ante Paveli¢ in 
Vatican properties in Rome after he had escaped from the NDH.° 

Pius XII paid for the passage of many of the UstaSa criminals, using funds that 
came to him through the US National Catholic Welfare Council (NCWC).’ American 
bishops became involved with the Croatian refugee situation in Italy immediately after 
the War. An NCWC study found about 40,000 refugees who were afraid to go back to 
Yugoslavia — implying that many of them were refugee fugitives from justice. In 
March 1946, the Holy See asked Cardinal Samuel Stritch of Chicago, who was 
visiting Rome, to press the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration to 
work on behalf of 1000 refugees in Rome ‘whose plight is grave’ — that is, were 
suspected war criminals. It referred specifically to the UstaSe hiding in San Girolamo. 
Pius also enlisted the financial support of US bishops, especially Cardinal Stritch. 

The British Foreign Office reported in January 1947 that Paveli¢ was living 


' Gofii, Uki. The Real ODESSA: How Peron Brought the Nazi War Criminals to Argentina. p332 

Kren was the Yugoslav Air Force officer who deserted in 1941, and revealed to Hitler’s commanders the 
secret location of Yugoslavia’s military airfields, before assisting the Nazi raids against his own country. 

Towards the end of the War, with Pavelic in hiding, the ruthless Moskov became the virtual commander of 
the UstaSa army. During 1945, he returned secretly to Croatia to promote guerrilla activity. He became one of 
the main custodians of the gold, diamonds and foreign currency plundered by Paveli¢ in the NDH. Part of this 
treasure had already been given to Krunoslav Draganovic¢ to safeguard in the Vatican. Moskov had high 
connections at the Vatican. 
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‘within the Vatican City,’ and other documents include accounts of UstaSe being 
hidden at the pope’s summer residence at Castel Gandolfo. A recently declassified 
memorandum reports that UstaSe ate at the papal mess.! By the end of 1947 the 
British Foreign Office had given up trying to use moral persuasion to pry loose 
fugitives being protected by the Holy See.” 

There can be no doubt that Pius XII was fully cognisant of the existence and 
operations of the Ratlines network. As Uki Gonti points out, the Croatian Confraternity 
of San Girolamo has had a long papal association. In the sixteenth century, one of its 
principals was Sixtus V, the first Croatian pope, who built the existing Church of San 
Girolamo. In 1971, Paul VI made the papal connection official when he elevated the 
college to Pontifical status by renaming it the ‘Pontificio Collegio Croato di San 
Girolamo’. 

Father Draganovié himself was known to be ‘under the protection of Cardinal 
Pietro Fumasoni-Biondi’, the Prefect of the Congregazione de Propaganda Fide — the 
Holy See’s own intelligence service. Additionally, Cardinal Angelo dell’ Acqua, 
reputedly Draganovic’s superior, was a high-ranking member at the Secretariat of State. 
Pius XII was understood to know ‘everything about Father Draganovic’s activities, 
otherwise he would never have stayed in his position’, as a former British intelligence 
officer claimed.? 

Shimon Samuels, the head of international relations at the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center, said that Pius XII had ‘sold the soul of the Church to the Nazi Devil’. He stated: 


I have personally seen documents in the Buenos Aires archives showing that Ante 
Paveli¢, the Croat fascist leader, arrived in Argentina dressed as a priest and 
carrying a certificate of safe conduct from the Vatican.4 


Significantly, ‘Paveli¢’s infamy was so great that most of the belligerents of the war 
wanted to capture him. Russian and Yugoslav spies joined Italian and US intelligence 
agents in Rome, all trying to corner and seize the UstaSa dictator. But the Vatican 
refused to obey the call to surrender war criminals.’> The situation was succinctly 
summed up: 


In October 1948, Ante Pavelic, the assassin and mass murderer, boarded the ocean 
liner Sistriere and sailed to Argentina and freedom. In pursuit of its geopolitical 
vision for a Catholic state neighboring Italy, Pius XII had subverted justice twice 
by sheltering a bloody and ruthless dictator who had once been the ally of 
Europe’s only other genocidal ruler, Adolf Hitler.° 


' Headden, Susan, Dana Hawkins, and Jason Vest. ‘A Vow of Silence: Did Gold Stolen by Croatian Fascists 
Reach the Vatican?’ U.S. News and World Report, 1998. http://www.reformation.org/usnews.html (2005) 
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The Major Catholic Locations for Harbouring of War Criminals 


There were, and are, many properties scattered around Rome that enjoy the Vatican 
state’s privilege of extraterritoriality — thus, like an embassy, they are protected by law 
from foreign ingress.' These properties were the physical focus for the Holy See’s 
assistance to escaping fascist war criminals. These locations included: 


Via Giacomo Venezian No. 17-C 


Catholic Church property in Rome under the protection of the Vatican, at Via 
Giacomo Venezian No. 17-C, housed on the second floor both Ante Paveli¢ and the 
famous Bulgarian terrorist Vancia Mikoiloff. About twelve other men lived in the 
building at that time, they were all UstaSe and made up Paveli¢’s bodyguard. When 
Pavelié went out, he used a car with a Vatican (SCV) number-plate.** Other visitors 
included: 


Feliks Poljanic (Assistant Chief of Police, Sarajevo); 
Ciro Kuduia (UstaSa Colonel); 
Dr Vidali (Assistant Chief of the UstaSa-Croat Security Police); 
Lovro Su8i¢ (secretary of the UstaSa movement in Italy); 
Joso Zubié (Police Commissioner of Sarajevo).4 
The Croatian Monastery of San Girolamo degli Ilirici 


The Croatian ‘Confraternity of San Girolamo’ (St Jerome) was based at the 
Croatian monastery of San Girolamo degli Illirici, also known as San Girolamo dei 
Croati (Saint Jerome of the Croats), which was the national Catholic church of Croatia 
in the Campus Martius at Via Tomacelli 132, just outside Vatican City. The 
‘Committee of Croatian refugees in Rome’ met there.* For the fleeing Ustaée, all paths 
met at San Girolamo. US intelligence reported that, ‘many of the more prominent 
Ustashi war criminals and Quislings’ were living at the monastery, which was 
‘honeycombed with cells of Ustasha operatives’. There, protected by the Roman 
Church, they considered themselves a government in exile. The report found that ‘All 
this activity seems to stem from the Vatican, through the Monastery of San Girolamo 
to Fermo, the chief Croat camp in Italy.” 


'  http://2008.world-journal.net/nvatican5.html (2009) 

CIC Information Sheet. Source: US Army, date: c. July 1947. http://www ,jasenovac-info.com/cd/biblioteka/ 
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A US State Department report listed nine war criminals, including Albanians and 
Montenegrins, as well as Croats and others ‘not actually sheltered in the Collegium 
Illiricum but who otherwise enjoy Church support and protection.’! 

The Americans were able to infiltrate a counter-operative into the monastery who, 
posing as a Croatian, confirmed that the war criminals effectively commuted between 
San Girolamo and the Vatican: 


Draganovic’s sponsorship of these Croat Quislings definitely links him up with the 
plan of the Vatican to shield these ex-Ustasha nationalists until such time as they 
are able to procure for them the proper documents to enable them to go to South 
America. The Vatican ... is endeavouring to infiltrate them into South America in 
any way possible. 


Soon after, several of the Croatian criminals at the monastery were boarding a ship 
at Genoa, bound for Argentina.” 


Via Carlo Alberto, Rome, No. 7 


At this address was another building under extraterritorial Vatican jurisdiction. 
There were located the Collegium Illiricum and the Collegium Orientalis.? It also 
played its part in sheltering fugitive fascists. 


The Monastery of San Geronimo to Fermo 


A declassified CIA report indicated that ‘Many of the more prominent Ustashi war 
criminals and Quislings are living in Rome illegally, many of them under false names. 
Their cells are still maintained, their papers still published, and their intelligence agencies 
still in operation. All this activity seems to stem from the Vatican, through the Monastery 
of San Geronimo to Fermo, the chief Croat Camp in Italy. Chief among the intelligence 
operatives in the Monastery of San Geronimo appear to be Dr. Draganovic and 
Monsignor Madjarac.”4 


Monastery of St Guelgen near Salzburg, Austria 


In the book Assassins au nom de Dieu (Assassins in the Name of God), Herve 
Laurier provides evidence of the hiding of Croatian terrorists after the collapse of 
Hitler’s power. They found refuge in Roman Catholic monasteries in Italy, Austria and 
Switzerland. At one stage on his escape route, Ante Paveli¢ was provided with a safe 
haven in the monastery of St Guelgen, where he stayed until 1948 as Father Gomez.° 


The Bishop’s Palace in Klagenfurt, Austria 


Ivan Sarié, Catholic Archbishop of Sarajevo, stayed together with leading Nazi 
collaborator, Catholic Slovenian Bishop Gregorij Rozman, in the Roman Catholic 


! Wikipedia ‘Ratlines (World War II aftermath)’ (2016) 
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Bishop’s palace in Klagenfurt.' 

While the Catholic Church in Slovenia and several historians, journalists and 
politicians maintain Rozman was a pragmatist who sought the best for the people of 
Slovenia in circumstances of utmost difficulty and danger, other scholars contend that 
he was a leading collaborator with Italian and German occupying forces. 

Declassified documents show that Rozman was funnelling money to South 
America from a Swiss bank account set up ‘to aid refugees of the Catholic religion.’ 
US military attaché Davis Harrington reported that: 


Rozman is going to Ber to take care of these finances. The money is in a Swiss 
bank, and he plans to have most of it sent through to Italy and from there sent to 
the Ustashas in Argentina. ... In Berne, Rozman’s Ustashi friends were engaged in 
wholesale fraud, using the black market to convert the gold into dollars, and later, 
into Austrian schillings. 


The Major Destinations of the Escapees 


Roman Catholic Argentina was the main destination of the Croatian escapees. In 
his book The Real ODESSA: How Peron Brought the Nazi War Criminals to 
Argentina,’ Uki Gofti, by accessing the country’s archives, showed that Argentine 
diplomats and intelligence officers had, on Catholic President Juan Domingo Perén’s 
instructions, vigorously encouraged Nazi and fascist war criminals to make their home 
in Argentina. According to Gofti the Argentinians collaborated with Draganovic’s 
ratline. General Franco’s Catholic Spain was another destination. 

Paveli¢, himself, sailed to Buenos Aires as Pablo Aranyoz with 250 kg of gold and 
1100 carats of precious stones.* 


The Ratliners 


The ecclesiastics and others who operated the escape systems in the extraterritorial 
venues were the ‘Ratliners’. The major ones were: 

Monsignor Juraj Madjerec — Rector of San Girolamo. He was reputedly a favourite 
of Pius XII. He was ably assisted by his secretary, Father Krunoslav Draganovic, who 
was the chief Ratliner. 


Father Krunoslav Stjepan Draganovic 


Krunoslav Draganovic¢ was a Croatian Roman Catholic priest who studied theology 
and philosophy in Sarajevo, then studied at the Papal Oriental Institute and the Jesuit 
Gregorian University in Rome. 

He was a Franciscan. 

In 1935 he returned to Bosnia, initially as secretary to Roman Catholic Bishop Ivan 
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Sari¢. He was also an UstaSa official. 

Draganovi¢ was Vice-President of the UstaSa Office for Internal Colonisation that 
was an integral part of the Nazi genocide machine, preparing the Serbs and Jews for 
extermination, and confiscating Serbian and Jewish land and re-appropriating it to 
Croats. He said he co-operated with the Nazis as a citizen according to the laws of the 
Lord. 

Post-War, Draganovi¢ was a wanted war criminal, being an official officer of the 
committee responsible for the forced conversion of Orthodox Serbs to Roman 
Catholicism. 

Draganovi¢é was the Holy See’s official representative for the emigration of Nazi 
war criminals, and had very close relationships with Pius XII, the Church hierarchy, 
and Giovanni Battista Montini, Assistant Secretary of State, who later became Paul 
VI! 

In August 1943, Draganovic¢ returned to Rome, where he became secretary of the 
Croatian ‘Confraternity of San Girolamo’, based at the monastery of San Girolamo 
degli Illirici at Via Tomacelli 132, just outside Vatican City. As documented by CIA 
surveillance files, this monastery became the centre of operations for the Croatian 
ratlines that aided the escape of Nazi war criminals from Europe after the War.* 

Intelligence sources interviewed by Mark Aarons and John Loftus for their book 
Unholy Trinity reported that Draganovi¢ was unofficially head of the ‘Croatian desk’ of 
the Vatican Secretariat of State’s intelligence operation.’ 

In Rome, Draganovi¢ became known in intelligence circles as the very visible alter 
ego of the invisible Paveli¢;> he is also believed to have been instrumental in Pavelié’s 
escape to Argentina. 

Draganovi¢ represented the interests of Croatian emigration at the Vatican. He 
received this authorisation from all the Catholic bishops in Yugoslavia, but put himself 
to represent only the UstaSe and their interests. He was described by a US Intelligence 
report as a cruel and uncompromising UstaSe, who upheld the ‘UstaSa spirit’? among 
the UstaSe emigrants in Italy and Austria.° 

Draganovi¢ kept several master forgers from the Calabrian Mafia to procure false 
identity papers for his protégés.’ 

He had ‘the approval of the Pontifical Welfare Commission for Refugees.’ In 1946, 
he obtained a blanket landing permit from Perén’s government for 250 Croatians. He 
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acted through the Franciscan Blas Stefanic of the Bari Basilica in Buenos Aires, who 
had arrived in the city in 1935.! 

As early as 1945, US intelligence agents described Draganovié as ‘very venal’.” 
One report stated that Draganovic: 


is an extremely ambitious man, materialistic and without love for that segment of 
his fellow man who does not nourish Ustasha ideology, in short, an 
uncompromising and dangerous extremist. 


Asked why he was helping a war criminal in this way, Draganovic said ‘We have to 
maintain a sort of moral reserve on which we can draw in the future.”4 
AUS State Department Report of 1968 disclosed that: 


Throughout the post-war period the Yugoslav government had labeled Subject 
[Draganovi¢] a war-criminal and has repeatedly requested the Italian and Austrian 
authorities that Subject be extradited to Yugoslavia so that he could be tried for his 
‘war crime activities.’> 


After World War II Draganovié lived in Italy and Austria. He was wanted by 
Yugoslavia’s Department of State Security, (UDBA) which later held him briefly in 
Belgrade. After investigation he turned up in Sarajevo and gave a press conference on 
15 November 1967. 

He spent his last years in Sarajevo, and died there in June 1983. 


Monsignor Dr Juraj Madjerec 


The Rector of the College of San Girolamo was Monsignor Juraj Madjerec, an 
UstaSe, who was appointed on the recommendation of the Archbishop of Zagreb, 
Aloyjzije Stepinac. 

ACIA declassified document reported that: 


Madjerec and Draganovic set up the ‘Bratovatina’ Relief Association, of which the 
former became president and the latter secretary, in order to obtain from the 
Pontifical Commission of Assistance and from other organizations, funds for the 
relief of Ustasha, a category of refugees which was not included in Allied 
organized relief. In fact, the relief work carried out through the ‘Bratovatina’ was 
only in favor of Ustasha war criminals.° 


Marko Sinovcié 


Marko Sinovéié was a Croatian press officer who headed Caritas Croata in Buenos 
Aires. There he obtained landing permits for Draganovi¢’s fugitives.’ 
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Father Dominic Mandi¢ 


The Holy See’s official representative at San Girolamo was the Franciscan 
Dominic Mandi¢ who printed false identity cards on Franciscan presses for 
Draganovic’s fugitives. Mandi¢ was a supporter of Paveli¢. He arrived in Rome in 
1939 as the treasurer of the Franciscan Order. At San Girolamo, he invested Paveli¢’s 
looted gold,! and had substantial funds, including donations from the Croatian 
community in the US, as well as money from ‘Vatican circles who had previously 
actively supported the [Ustasha] organisation in 1923-41’.? He managed Draganovi¢’s 
accounts with the aid of Paveli¢’s moneyman Ivo Heinrich, and paid the way to 
Argentina for even hardened criminals such as the Jasenovac Concentration Camp 
commander Dinko Sakié. 

Mandié also acted as the link between Draganovié and Vatican intelligence.> 

He moved his operations to Chicago in 1952, and began pro-UstaSa publishing 
activities there.4 


Father Josip Bujanovic 


During the genocides, Bujanovic ordered and carried out mass killings. Soon after, 
having abandoned his UstaSa uniform, he donned his priest’s garb and headed first to 
Austria and then to an Italian sanctuary where he was protected by the Holy See. 

This wanted war criminal also played a crucial role in the Holy See’s Nazi- 
smuggling network. Under the Vatican’s diplomatic immunity he helped to establish 
the Church’s ratlines. He arranged for Dinko Sakié’s safe-keeping in a series of 
monasteries outside Rome.* His most significant undertaking was to arrange the 
clandestine passage of Ante Pavelié to Argentina.° 

In the 1960s, Josip Bujanovié settled in Australia and became a key suspect for 
Nazi investigators in the 1980s.’ 


Father Golik 


Another Croatian priest living at San Girolamo was also active in smuggling war 
criminals. A report stated that a priest called Father Golik was supplying false 
passports and money to members of the UstaSa. Golik was alleged to be ‘chief sponsor 
of all Croats resident in Rome, with special attention to the needs of former Ustasha 
members.”® 
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Father Dragutin Kamber 


Father Dragutin Kamber was a mass murderer who set up the Concentration Camp 
at Doboj and became its Commandant. He ordered Jews to wear yellow armbands and 
Serbs to wear white bands, telling them they would be exterminated. He organised 
mass arrests and interrogated some in his own house, subsequently killing them in his 
cellar. This was confirmed by British Intelligence.! 

Father Kamber was based at San Girolamo. 


Monsignor Karlo Petranovicé 


Monsignor Karlo Petranovic fled to Austria after the War, moving later to Italy, 
where he was taken under Draganovi¢’s wing.” 

Petranovi¢ worked from Genoa, shipping out hundreds of war criminals.*? He was 
an ‘Auxilium Christianorum”™ representative who acted as Draganovi¢’s agent at the 
port. British intelligence placed him under surveillance, noting that he was ‘helping 
Croat émigrés, and in particular, Ustashi, escape to the Argentine’. Among the war 
criminals shipped by Petranovié were high-ranking Croatian criminals including 
Stjepan Hefer, Mile Staréevic and Vjekoslav Vran¢cic. 

When General Vladimir Kren> was arrested in Genoa in 1947, about to board a 
ship to Buenos Aires with a group of other UstaSe fugitives, Monsignor Petranovi¢ 
pleaded with the British authorities to allow him to continue his journey to Argentina.° 

Monsignor Petranovic was a war criminal. He was an UstaSa captain at Ogulin 
where some 2000 Serbs were eliminated. He organised and instigated many of these 
murders, personally directing the arrest and execution of 70 prominent Serbs.’ He was 
at the centre of the Croatian atrocities, but claimed no knowledge of these killings: ‘I 
saw nothing, the Jews just disappeared, I was not involved.’ The records show that he 
was a captain in the army, also a deputy to the local UstaSa leader at Ogulin, and that 
he decided on the life or death of Serbs in the district. Two thousand Serbs were 
exterminated in his area.® Finally, Petranovi¢ fled to Canada. 


Father Vilim Cecelja 


Father Vilim Cecelja was a fascist activist. Secret meetings of UstaSa leaders were 
held for years in his parish house in Kustosija near Zagreb. 

Archbishop Stepinac appointed Cecelja to the position of Deputy Apostolic Vicar 
of the UstaSa Army. Paveli¢’s War Ministry issued a special prayer book for UstaSa 
soldiers entitled ‘The Croatian Soldier’. It was prepared by Vilim Cecelja. 
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As part of the San Girolamo ratline, Cecelja was based in Austria where many 
UstaSe and Nazi refugees were in hiding.' He is registered as a war criminal.” 

He was imprisoned in the camp for war criminals in Glasenbach, Salzburg, 
until May 1947. He was released in 1950. Then, for many years he led the 
Croatian Caritas. Towards the end of his life he was a ‘keeper of the historical 
memory of the suffering of the Croatian people.’? He believed to his death that he 
did no wrong. He died in Salzburg on 3 July 1989. 


Some of the Major Escapees 


The following table lists some of the major escapees assisted by the Church. 


Table 6. Some of the Major Catholic Escapees assisted by the Church 


Andrija Artukovié ‘the Himmler of the Balkans’ 
Ante Paveli¢ ‘the Butcher of the Balkans’ 
Marisav Petrovic participated in the Kragujevac Massacre 
Gregorij Rozman 
(Bishop) convicted of treason 
Dinko Sakié ‘the Ogre of Jasenovac’ 
Ivan Sarié (Archbishop) ‘the Hangman of the Serbs’ 
Vjekoslav Vranci¢é ‘decorated by Hitler in honor of his planning 


skills at the work of mass deportation’ 


Andrija Artukovi¢é 


Andria Artukovi¢, the ‘Himmler of the Balkans’, was a devout Franciscan. After 
the War he escaped to Rome, and there evaded capture via the Vatican ratlines. 
Disguised as a priest he fled to Switzerland, but the Swiss were unwilling to give him 
sanctuary. So, the Holy See approached the Irish consulate in Berne and President 
Eamon de Valera gave him refuge in Ireland under the pseudonym of Alois Anié. 
There, he settled in the genteel Dublin suburb of Rathgar in 1947, having been given 
safe passage with the help of the Franciscan order. He lived with his wife and children 
in Rathgar for a year, passing himself off as a professor of history and living under his 
assumed name.* 

Under a visitor’s visa and other documents obtained via the Catholic organisations 
at the Vatican and in the USA, Artukovi¢ then moved to the USA, with acclaim as a 
courageous opponent of Communism. The Catholic Knights of Columbus, of which 
he became a member, assisted him. 

He then moved to California, where he lived until the mid-1980s. 

Yugoslavia struggled to extradite him. It failed, foiled by 50,000 members of the 
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Knights of Columbus. 
But relatives of the Jewish victims who died in his death camps succeeded in 1986. 
He was sentenced to life imprisonment, and died in a prison hospital in 1988.! 


Ante Pavelicé 


Ante Pavelic¢, the power behind the genocide, the “Butcher of the Balkans’, and one 
of the most infamous brutal murderers of the century, was assisted in escaping justice 
by the Catholic Church. 

Escaping Croatia, Paveli¢ moved through a network of Austrian monasteries to 
Rome, disguised as Father Benarez with clipped eyebrows, a beard, and false glasses. 

In a disturbing report of the Holy See’s complicity, Special Agent William Gowen 
of the American Army’s Counter-Intelligence Corps (CIC) wrote that ‘Pavelic’s 
contacts are so high and his present position is so compromising to the Vatican, that 
any extradition of Subject would deal a staggering blow to the Roman Catholic 
Church.” 

Paveli¢ took refuge at a number of Roman Catholic venues. These included: 


The Collegio Pio Pontificio at Via Gioacchino Belli 3, in the Prati district of 
Rome, close to the Vatican. This was the address of the Vatican’s Pontifical 
Latin American College. This was ‘the only college in Rome enjoying 
complete extraterritoriality, and which can be entered only by presenting the 
proper credential. Presumably the Papal seal is needed because it is said that 
this is the only college in Rome directly under the administration of the Pope.’ 
At one stage he seems to have moved continually between the Collegio and 
various apartments. 


Castel Gandolfo, the Pope’s summer residence. Additionally, Ante Paveli¢ held 
“frequent meetings with Monsignor Montini’, the future Pope Paul VI. 


The Oriental Institute in Rome, the pope’s agency specialising in East 
European affairs. 


Ante Paveli¢ now held a Spanish passport in the name of Padre Gomez, ‘a Spanish 
Minister of Religion’, and was planning to leave shortly for Spain on a trip ‘arranged 
for by some Jesuits in the Vatican’.* Instead, in 1948, he sailed to Buenos Aires.° 

In Buenos Aires, Paveli¢ organised a new émigré movement, the Hrvatska 
drzavotvorna stranka (Croatian Statehood Party). Six large meetings were held to 
inaugurate the new incarnation of the Croatian extremist movement. Most were held in 
Church property, such as the Catholic Croat Parish Hall on Avenida Belgrano.® 
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After eight years, Paveli¢ spent the rest of his ‘retirement’ in Spain. He was never 
brought to justice. He died in December 1959 in the German hospital in Madrid — in 
his hands was the rosary! gifted to him by Pope John XXIII. Earlier Paveli¢ had 
received special blessings from Pope Pius XII.* Pavelié, in the eyes of Pius XII ‘was a 
militant Catholic who yesterday fought the Orthodox Church ...” 

Dinko Sakié 

After the War, Dinko Sakié fled to Rome where he came into contact with Father 
Josip Bujanovié (another wanted war criminal ), who arranged for Sakié’s safe- 
keeping in a series of Roman Catholic monasteries outside Rome. 

Sakié had married Nada Luburié, the sadistic guard at the notorious women’s 
concentration camp in Stara Gradiska. Franciscan Fr Mandi¢ finally arranged for 
Saki¢’s tickets to be paid for by Pavelié’s adviser Ivo Heinrich, who was already in 
Argentina. Sakié and Nada were included on the Caritas Croata list and sailed from 
Genoa in December 1947.4 They lived openly for nearly fifty years before Dinko was 
extradited to Croatia to stand trial for murders committed in Jasenovac.* 

Sakié was imprisoned in Lepoglava prison, kept in a cell that came equipped with a 
television set and a computer for him to write his memoirs. He was allowed to visit his 
wife, who had been placed in a home for the elderly, several times a month. He died of 
heart problems in a Zagreb hospital on 20 July 2008, and was later cremated in full 
Usta8e uniform.° 


Ivan Sarié, Archbishop of Sarajevo 


After the war, Sarié answered to no war crime charges, as he fled abroad. He and 
leading Nazi collaborator Gregorij Rozman, Bishop of Ljubljana, lived together at the 
Bishop’s Palace, Klagenfurt, Austria in 1946. He then moved to Madrid with the 
assistance of the Church.’* 


Vjekoslav Vranci¢é 


Vjekoslav Vrancié was a member of the UstaSa regime. He reached the rank of 
Major in the UstaSa forces. As Under-Secretary for the Interior, he was responsible for 
the concentration camps set up in Croatia and for the repressive acts of the police. 

After the War, he escaped to Argentina under false papers obtained with the help of 
Krunoslav Draganovic. He lived the rest of his life there. He was active in the Croatian 
community of Argentina, and became vice-president of the Croatian so-called 
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“government in exile’ under Ante Paveli¢. He was also involved in terrorist activities 
with extreme right-wing Argentinian political groups.! 


Other Significant Escapees (Some from Countries Neighbouring Croatia) 
Steve Vujovic, ex-Minister of the Montenegrin Separatist Quisling government. 
Lazar Soskic, ex-Police Chief of the Montenegrin Separatist Government. 


Dr Stevan Ivanic, Director of the Belgrade Institute of Hygiene under the Nedic¢- 
Ljotié Quisling Government. 


Jusuf Kosovac, well-known Albanian assassin, who had been sentenced to 20 
years imprisonment for murder in pre-war Yugoslavia. 


Isa Noljetinac, Chief of Police of the Albanian puppet government, responsible 
for the slaughter of 200 Serbs at Prishtina.” 


Gino Monti de Valsassina, a Croatian Air Force officer who escaped to Argentina 
after the War. He was hired by Peron and was sent back to Europe to conscript 
Nazis for Argentina.’ 


The Involvement of Overseas Roman Catholics 


Pressure for an end to extradition proceedings against Croatians came from the 
Archbishop of New York, Francis Cardinal Spellman, * a long-time friend of Pius XII. 
Spellman joined the Pope in pleading on behalf of the Nazi collaborator General 
Vladimir Kren, Usta8e General Ante Mo8kov and other UstaSe.° 

In 1947, a group of nine priests sent US Secretary of State Marshall a petition ‘on 
behalf of the American Croatian Catholic Clergy in the United States.” Among the 
signatories was Nicholas Sulentic, vice-president of the Croatian National 
Representation for Independence of Croatia. The activities of this organisation were 
considered so harmful to America’s war effort that it and its newspaper, Nezavisna 
Drzava Hrvatska (Independent State of Croatia), were suppressed during the war by 
the FBI. The petition sought American intervention on behalf of fugitive UstaSe war 
criminals.° 


Synopsis 
The massive illegal post-war evacuation of World War II criminals from 
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Europe was a task that required the resources and facilities of a very large 
organisation. That organisation was the Roman Catholic Church. 


‘Ratlines’ were systems of escape routes for fascists fleeing Europe at the end 
of World War II. These escape routes led principally toward safe havens in 
South America, all of which were predominantly of Roman Catholic faith. 


Roman Catholic priests, especially Franciscans, helped move these fugitives 
via “The Monastery Route’ from one monastery to the next until they reached 
Rome. ‘All this activity seems to stem from the Vatican.’ 


Pius XII was directly involved with the Nazi-smuggling operation at the 
Croatian Confraternity of San Girolamo. He also pleaded with Washington and 
London on behalf of notorious criminals and Nazi collaborators. 


The ecclesiastics who operated the escape systems in the Vatican’s 
extraterritorial venues were the ‘Ratliners’. The chief of these was the 
Franciscan Krunoslav Draganovic. 


The Holy See’s official representative at San Girolamo was the Franciscan 
Dominic Mandi¢. He printed false identity cards on Franciscan presses for 
Draganovic’s fugitives. 


Caritas Croata in Buenos Aires obtained landing permits for many of 
Draganovic’s escapees. 


The principal fugitives assisted by the Vatican included Ante Paveli¢ (‘the 
Butcher of the Balkans’), Ivan Sarié (‘the Hangman of the Serbs’), Andrija 
Artukovié (the ‘Himmler of the Balkans’), and Dinko Sakié (a convicted, 
sadistic war criminal). 


Final Summation 


Behind this large scale illegal activity was the Holy See. 


15 — The Thieving Church and the Vatican Bank 


Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they do it 
from a religious conviction. Blaise Pascal 


The Looting of Serbian and Jewish Wealth and the Role of the Vatican Bank 


The Source of the UstaSa Treasury’s Gold and Other Valuables 


During the existence of the NDH, the UstaSe practised general looting of Serb and 
Jewish households. In the concentration camps, the UstaSe broke the jaws of the 
victims and removed gold crowns and fillings, removed their medallions, and took 
away the hidden gold from the rich prisoners. The gold ended up in the palace of 
Archbishop Stepinac, and was later shipped to Rome. Gold watches, in particular, 
were taken from Serb and Jewish victims and hidden in the residence of Archbishop 
Ivan Sari¢, where they were found after the retreat of the Ustase.! 

After the liberation of Yugoslavia the official War Crimes Commission established 
that one part of the Roman Catholic clergy had used the UstaSa terror not only to force 
the Eastern Orthodox Serbs to accept the Roman faith, but also to obtain possession of 
the property of the Orthodox Church itself. 

In June 1941, the Usta8a Prime Minister issued Decree No. 11689, which set up an 
“Office on Religious Affairs’. This was in charge of ‘all matters pertaining to questions 
connected with the conversion of the members of the Eastern Orthodox Church.’ 
Pavelié appointed his intimate friend, Father Dionizije Juricev, as Chief of the 
Religious Office. Juricev was a member of the Franciscan order, and one of the oldest 
swom members of the UstaSa. 

The transfer of property confiscated (stolen) from the Orthodox Church to the 
Roman Church was made in a ‘legal’ manner through this Office of Religious Affairs. 
Rich monasteries, valuable real estate, many Orthodox Churches and a great volume 
of religious art and treasure were thereby transferred to the Latin Church. The greatest 
share went to the Order of the Franciscans, who played a leading part in the 
extermination of the Serbs. In 1941, Pavelié gave to the Franciscan Province of St 
Cyril and Methodius in Zagreb the great estate of the Serbian Orthodox Church in 
Pakrac. The Franciscans moved into the building of the Pakrac Orthodox Bishop and 
from there managed the estate. In the same year, Paveli¢ gave the property of the 
Serbian church in Gospic to the Franciscans of Zagreb.2 By June 1942, twenty-eight 
Serbian churches had been changed, in true Catholic fashion, into Catholic churches in 
the territory of that Bishopric alone. 

Archbishop Stepinac himself petitioned Paveli¢ to permit the Trappist monks to 
take over the Orthodox Monastery in Orahovica, which was confiscated by the UstaSa. 
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A copy of this petition exists, dated 3 September 1941, bearing the signature of 
Archbishop Stepinac.! 

After the liberation of Zagreb, Yugoslav authorities found in the crypt of the 
Franciscan monastery on the Kaptol in Zagreb 36 boxes of gold that had been stolen 
from victims of the UstaSe. It was later established that the gold was hidden by the 
priest Radoslav Glavas acting in agreement with the head of the Franciscans, Modest 
Martincic, and the head of the Monastery Father Klemen, and with the knowledge of 
Archbishop Stepinac.? 

Father Krunoslav Draganovi¢ (the ‘Golden Priest’) acknowledged that part of the 
UstaSa treasure landed in his hands and that he doled the money out to UstaSa 
soldiers. 

By the end of the War, the UstaSe had looted valuables worth many millions of 
dollars. According to author John Cornwell, the Vatican provided storage facilities and 
safe-deposit services for this UstaSa treasury.*> 


The Church’s use of Swiss Banks 


Declassified documents show that Bishop Gregorij Rozman was funnelling money 
to South America from a Swiss bank account set up ‘to aid refugees of the Catholic 
religion.” US Military Attaché Davis Harrington reported in 1948 that Rozman ‘is 
going to Bern to take care of these finances. The money is in a Swiss bank, and he 
plans to have most of it sent through to Italy and from there sent to the Ustashas in 
Argentina.” 


The Vatican Bank 


The Vatican Bank, officially known as the ‘Institute for Religious Works’, until 
very recently, has been an impenetrable organisation, with three separate boards of 
directors. It also boasted that it is ‘never audited’, hence, funds deposited there may 
simply have vanished without a trace. Additionally, the Bank, conveniently, states that 
it has no records from the World War II period, and maintained that it adopted the 
practice of destroying all of its records every ten years.’ 
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The Vatican Bank still remains silent about its role in the laundering and disposal of 
purloined Jewish and Serbian wealth. In the light of historical evidence, it is not 
surprising that a US Appeal Court described the dealings of the Vatican Bank as 
‘murky’ .! 

US Intelligence agent Gowen testified that Father Draganovic and UstaSa colonel 
Babic admitted to him that the UstaSa treasury was transported to the Croatian 
Confraternity of San Girolamo in Rome in 1946. Gowen testified that the final 
destination of the UstaSa treasury was the Vatican Bank. 

In 1997, Shimon Samuels, head of international relations at the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center, said that the fate of persecuted Jews, and of Jewish gold, was becoming clearer 
as the archives of the KGB, the Stasi, the Swiss banks, and Argentina were all opened; 
but, he said: ‘The Vatican remains the missing link.’ 

According to Samuels, the ‘gold-line’, or channels that were used to smuggle 
looted gold, was linked to the ‘rat-line’.* 

A memorandum dated 21 October 1946, written by US agent Emerson Bigelow, 
reported that part of the millions sent by the UstaSa to Rome after the War was being 
held in the Vatican for safekeeping. It is believed that it was used to finance Croatian 
war criminals in exile. When the Bigelow memo was released recently, the Holy See 
swiftly dismissed it, insisting that the charges could not be true. However, a British 
diplomatic memorandum of 17 October 1947 stated that San Girolamo priest Father 
Dominic Mandi¢ was a ‘liaison to the Vatican’ who was involved in converting UstaSa 
gold, jewellery, and foreign exchange into Italian lire.* 

Elan Steinberg, executive director of the World Jewish Congress, stated: 


We make no charges against the Vatican, but we keep building a very damning 
picture. Because of their silence in the face of accumulated evidence, the failure to 
uncover the truth can only be laid at the doors of the Vatican .. .° 


Information relating to the Vatican’s complicity in the plundering of gold, silver and 
diamonds from Croatia’s Jewish, Serbian and Roma populations, is given, for example, 
in the following publications: 


Slany, William, et al. U.S. and Allied Wartime and Postwar Relations and 
Negotiations With Argentina, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, and Turkey on looted 
gold and German external assets and U.S. concerns about the fate of the 


' Fraser, Muriel, National Secular Society. http://www.secularism.org.uk/lawsuitchargesthatnazigoldfunded. 
html (2016) 

2 Jasenovac Research Institute Quarterly. Vol II. No 4. p8 

3 Owen, Richard. “Pope’s Apology to Jews Attacked as Empty Gesture”. The Times. London, 30 October 
1997 

4 Johnson, Bruce. ‘Holocaust Gold Taints the Vatican’ (Sunday Telegraph, 27 July). Source: http://www. 
jerusalim.org/cd/biblioteka/pavelicpapers/vatican/va0008.html (2009) 
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wartime Ustasha treasury 
Carroll, James. Constantine s Sword: The Church and the Jews — A History 


Goni, Uki. The Real ODESSA: How Peron Brought the Nazi War Criminals 
to Argentina 


Lawsuit to Recover Stolen Serbian Wealth 


William Dorich, a Los Angeles book publisher and the son of a Serbian immigrant, 
is the force behind a class-action lawsuit, the Alperin case. He recalls that dozens of his 
relatives were massacred by the UstaSe in the 1940s. Serbian churches were looted and 
burned, sometimes with their congregations locked inside. In one such massacre, at a 
church in the village of Vojni¢c, 99 people were burned alive on 17 April 1942. 
‘Seventeen of the victims were my relatives,’ said Dorich, who had visited the site.! 

US government documents of that period show that some UstaSa leaders and many 
of their financial resources made it to Rome during the war’s final months. William 
Dorich and other plaintiffs allege that the missing link between the money’s arrival in 
Rome and its apparent transfer to South America was the Vatican itself. ‘From money 
stolen from the gold teeth of my relatives, the Vatican enabled Nazis to escape to 
Argentina,’ stated Dorich.” 

The Alperin case (‘Alperin v. Vatican Bank’) is the suit by Holocaust survivors 
against the Vatican Bank (‘Institute for Works of Religion’) and Franciscan Order 
(‘Order of Friars Minor’) filed in San Francisco, California on 15 November 1999. 
The case was initially dismissed as a political question by the District Court for the 
Northern District of California in 2003, but was reinstated in part by the Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in 2005. That ruling has attracted attention as a precedent 
at the intersection of the Alien Tort Claims Act (ATCA) and the Foreign Sovereign 
Immunities Act (FSIA). 

The complaint against the Vatican Bank was dismissed in 2007 on the basis of 
sovereign immunity, but the case against the Franciscan Order continued as of 2009. It 
is acknowledged that ‘the case is extremely complicated and potentially massive, 
considering the large class spread across many countries’. 

The suit claims that the Vatican Bank and the Franciscans helped UstaSe members 
to hide and launder millions of dollars’ worth of loot, including gold and jewellery 
taken from concentration camp prisoners and the proceeds of slave labour. These 
Holocaust survivors charge that all or a portion of the UstaSa treasury ‘was transferred 
to cooperative Roman Catholic clergymen and Franciscans for transport to Rome’ 
where the funds eventually ‘found their way into the hands of the Vatican Bank, 
among other recipients.”4 


' http://www.remnantofgod.org/ustashe.htm (2005) 

2 Chicago Tribune. 6 July 2005. http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2005-07-06/news/0507060219_1_vatican- 
bank-nazi-concentration-camp-prisoners (2016) 

3 Wikipedia ‘Institute for the Works of Religion’ (2016) 

4 Fraser, Muriel. National Secular Society. http://www.secularism.org.uk/lawsuitchargesthatnazigoldfunded. 
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In a manner reminiscent of the legal battle by the Church against the claims of 
innocent victims of “Boy’s Town”,! the Vatican Bank and the Franciscans have sought 
over many years to have the suit dismissed on multiple grounds. This has prolonged it 
at a ttme when more and more of the aged claimants are dying off. The “Vatican Bank 
and the Franciscan Order have “lawyered up” with the intent to delay a reckoning until 


every single survivor has passed away.” 


Nevertheless, records exist in German and American archives that indicate that 
what is being claimed for Croatia also happened in Germany. They reveal Nazi 
transfers of funds from the Reichsbank to the Vatican Bank and further transfers of 
funds from the latter to Nazi-controlled bank accounts in Switzerland. The funds were 
then available to finance the ratlines, without leaving a trace.* 


The recent examination of Nazi gold in the Swiss banking industry essentially 
cleared that country of holding the wealth of Croatia’s massacred Jews and Serbs. 
Considering the Vatican’s role in assisting the escape of Paveli¢ and dozens of other 
UstaSa war criminals, the Church has consistently refused to open up its wartime 
records relating to the Usta8a. A special commission, composed entirely of Vatican 
agents, allegedly ‘cleared’ the Church in the 1960s, claiming that no reference to the 
missing purloined gold had been found in their archives. Typically, however, the Holy 
See refused to allow outside investigators to examine the ‘findings’; and the ‘evidence’ 
on which the report was based has never been presented to anyone, in spite of repeated 
demands.’ 

There is only one known witness to the Vatican and Franciscan money laundering — 
former US Army Special Agent William Gowen (the son of Franklin Gowen, a US 
diplomat in the Vatican). According to his testimony given at a federal court in San 
Francisco, Krunoslav Draganovi¢ admitted to him that he received up to ten truckloads 
of loot in 1946 at San Girolamo in Rome. Gowen also testified that the leader of the 
convoy, Usta8a Colonel Ivan Babié,> boasted to him of using British uniforms and 
trucks to move the gold from Northern Italy to Rome. Gowen concluded that the gold 
could have gone nowhere but to the Vatican Bank.® 


html (2016) 

' Refer to the Church’s opposition to claims for compensation for its barbaric treatment inflicted on young 
boys in the Roman Catholic “Boy’s Town”, as described in the Prologue to Volume 1 of S., A. ‘A Corrupt 
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Spirit. Volume 1. The Unholy Popes and the Debasement of Western Civilisation. 

2 Levy, Jonathan, Co-counsel Alperin v. Vatican. Source: Jasenovac Research Institute Quarterly, 
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4 See, for example: Ruchala, Cali. Lord of the Danse Macabre: Ante Paveli¢é and the Independent State of 
Croatia. http://www.diacritica.com/degenerate/pdf/pavelic_degenerate.pdf (2009) 
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The Vatican Bank and the Franciscans have demanded that agent Gowen’s 
testimony be not published. However, a copy was obtained by the Israeli newspaper 
Haaretz which posted an online article in January 2006.! 


The testimony links Giovanni Battista Montini, who later became Pope Paul VI, to 
the theft of property of Jewish, Serbian, Russian, Ukrainian and Romani victims 
during World War II in Yugoslavia. Officer Gowen’s testimony has revealed that after 
the War, Montini, who served in the Vatican’s State Department, helped hide and 
launder the stolen property. He was also involved in the sheltering and smuggling of 
Croatian war criminals, including Ante Paveli¢.? 


The latest ploy by the Vatican Bank is to argue that the whole thing was perfectly 
legal and that disposal of the ‘victim gold’ was merely an internal Croatian financial 
matter, and that the Vatican Bank’s money laundering scheme violated no international 
law? 


The World Journal has succinctly summarised the situation: 


If the case against the Holy See were to be decided on the basis of moral law and 
historical fact, the Vatican would be hard put to it to defend itself. Mass murder 
and theft on the part of a regime Pius XII favored undeniably took place. A portion 
of the stolen loot undeniably found its way to Rome. Once there, the pope and 
other high Vatican persons certainly knew about it but made no effort to see that it 
was returned to rightful owners or their next of kin. In all probability, the Vatican 
bank laundered the stolen property and oversaw its dispersion worldwide.* 


This is yet another example of the Catholic Church being primarily a politico- 
financial organisation. In the words of a Spanish proverb, ‘Money is very Catholic.’ 


The Catholic Encyclopedia (“Moral Theology’) records that: 


moral theology includes everything relating to man’s free actions and the last, or 
supreme, end to be attained through them, as far as we know the same by Divine 
Revelation; in other words, it includes the supernatural end, the rule, or norm, of 
the moral order, human actions as such, their harmony or disharmony with the 
laws of the moral order, their consequences, the Divine aids for their right 
performance. 


“Moral Order’ is defined in the Catholic Dictionary as: 


The proper direction of human actions to a person’s ultimate end, namely the 
eternal destiny. On a universal scale, the relationship of all human actions, under 
divine Providence, toward the final purpose that God has for the human race. In 


' http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/670245.html (2016) 

2 Ibid. 

3 Fraser, Muriel. National Secular Society. http://www.secularism.org.uk/lawsuitchargesthatnazigoldfunded. 
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ecclesiastical and civil law, the legally established body of rights and duties among 
human beings either in general or in a given society.! 


In this Catholic moral theology, wrongful possession of another’s goods has always 
required restitution.” In the light of the overwhelming evidence of the Church’s theft 
of Serbian and Jewish property, it could be validly asked, of what value is Catholic 
moral theology other than for self service? 


Synopsis 
After the liberation of Yugoslavia in 1945, the Holy See supported Croatian 
guerrilla Krizari (Crusaders). They attempted to undermine the regime of Josip 
Tito, President of Yugoslavia. 


Similarly, Archbishop Stepinac failed to participate in the work of 
reconstructing the country, and maintained a hostile attitude toward the Federal 
Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia. 


Stepinac’s office coordinated the subsequent ‘Knizari’ guerrilla operations. His 
quarters became the control centre for contacts between the groups. A flag was 
consecrated to the Krizari forces in the chapel of the Archbishop’s quarters. 


In 1945, at the time of the Bishops’ Conference in Zagreb, a pastoral letter was 
issued by Stepinac which was directed against the federal authorities in 
Yugoslavia, and sought to arouse to action all enemies of the new Yugoslav 
Republic. The Franciscans were especially responsive. 


The notorious UstaSa criminal General Moskov returned to Yugoslavia to help 
in the task of activating the Krizari groups. To assist Moskov in his travels, 
Stepinac’s headquarters obtained travel permits for him. 


Later, in an interview, Stepinac said that he looked to the West to use its atomic 
power to impose Western civilisation on Moscow and Belgrade. 


During the Croatian genocide, there was large scale transfer of property stolen 
from the Orthodox Church to the Roman Church. Rich monasteries, valuable 
real estate, many Orthodox Churches and a great volume of religious art and 
treasure were thereby transferred to the Latin Church. The greatest share went 
to the Order of the Franciscans. 


During the genocide also, the Usta8e committed general looting of Serb and 
Jewish households. In the concentration camps, the UstaSe removed gold 
crowns and fillings, and other gold items from the prisoners. Much of the gold 
ended up in the palace of Archbishop Stepinac and was later shipped to Rome. 
Gold watches, in particular, were hidden in the residence of Archbishop Saric. 


'  https:/Awww.catholicculture.org/culture/library/dictionary/index.cfm?id=3497 1 (2016) 
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Father Krunoslav Draganovi¢ acknowledged that part of this UstaSa treasure 
landed in his hands and that he doled the money out to fleeing UstaSe. 


By the end of the War, the UstaSe had looted valuables worth many millions of 
dollars. The Vatican provided storage facilities, laundering, and safe-deposit 
services for this UstaSa treasury. 


The Vatican Bank has been an impenetrable organisation, with three separate 
boards of directors. It was ‘never audited’, hence, funds deposited there may 
have simply vanished without a trace. Additionally, the Bank states that it has 
no records from the World War II period, and maintains that it has adopted the 
practice of destroying all records every ten years. 


The fate of stolen Jewish gold eventually became clearer as the archives of the 
KGB, the Stasi, the Swiss banks, and Argentina were all opened. But ‘the 
Vatican remains the missing link’ — it continues to remain silent about its role in 
the laundering and disposal of stolen Jewish and Serbian wealth. 


A class-action lawsuit to recover stolen wealth has been undertaken against the 
Vatican Bank and the Franciscan Order, by relatives of some of the dead 
victims of the UstaSe. In a manner similar to the Church’s opposition to claims 
for compensation for its barbaric treatment inflicted on young boys in the 
Roman Catholic “Boy’s Town’, the Catholic Church and its Bank continue to 
employ every legal means to evade their moral responsibilities. 


A Final Summation 


The Church’s ever present political ambitions led it to engage in covert and overt 
attempts to overthrow the legitimate Yugoslavian government. 


In Catholic moral theology, wrongful possession of another’s goods has always 
required restitution. In the light of the history of widespread theft by the Church, it 
could be validly asked, where is the credibility and what is the value of Catholic moral 
theology? 


Irrefutable historical evidence reveals that accountability, morality, and honesty are 
alien concepts to the Holy See. 


16 — Apologetics, Denial and Propaganda 


The complicity of the Catholic Church in these crimes ... a dark episode 
in the history of the Catholic Church, one that the Church has attempted 
to hush up for fifty years. Vladimir Dedijer! 


Roman Catholic Apologetics, Denial and Propaganda concerning the Croatian 
Genocide 


In the Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia (NDH), the Church ‘did not 
merely turn a blind eye to genocide, it was an active and enthusiastic participant. 
Priests and monks took part in atrocities, bishops promoted anti-Semitism and vilified 
Serbs at the very moment the Jews and Serbs were being exterminated, and forced 
conversions took place all across Croatia. All the while, the Church stood by, waiting 
to see whether or not this social experiment would advance its interests.’ 

Typically, “The church has yet to apologize for, or even acknowledge the existence 
of, this genocide.’? Indeed, after the collapse of the NDH, the Holy See, and with it the 
entire Roman Catholic Church, never admitted any responsibility for the atrocities 
committed there. When asked to express its abhorrence for the deeds committed by the 
UstaSe in the NDH, the Church kept its silence. When accused, it disclaimed any 
connection with the whole Croatian ‘experiment’.4 Peter Gorenflos has commented 
that the Vatican continues to suppress any knowledge of these events by practising ‘the 
deliberate policy of disinformation’ .* 

Whitewashing past involvement and crimes by Catholics has been an ongoing 
pursuit of the Catholic Church for centuries. The liberal thinker, Alfred Miller, stated 
that: 


It is inconceivable to what degree the horrible events of 1941-45 were successfully 
shrouded in a veil of silence and oblivion. But it is not strange that all means have 
been employed to that end. If later, from liberated Yugoslavia, some reports about 
this did reach us, they could not pass through the thick news filter of the Roman 
Church, under whose aegis the European ‘new order’ which followed Allied 
victory was taking shape.° 


Significantly, when evidence of the atrocities did begin to filter out of the NDH, 
counter-rumours began to circulate that the evidence was anti-Catholic propaganda 


' Dedijer, Vladimir. The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The Croatian Massacre of the Serbs during 
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and anti-Croat lies. The Croats and their Roman Catholic supporters accused the Nazis, 
the Communists, the Serbs, and even the Allies, of having started the atrocity stories. 
However, as evidence continued to accumulate, the Church finally applied three of its 
well defined tactics: 


1. the prevention of the release of new information; 
2. the distortion, minimisation, and even denial, of what was already known; 
3. a campaign of vituperation against all who disclosed the atrocious events.! 


On 3 January 1942, the London Daily Telegraph carried an article describing the 
murder of more than 600 people in and around Krupa in Croatia. ‘Most of them had 
been cut to pieces with knives, axes and scythes. In one place, four Orthodox Serbs 
were crucified on the doors of their houses, tortured and finally killed with knives. It is 
suggested that the names [of the criminals] should go before an international court of 
justice to be set up after the war ...’* This article created a sensation. The Church 
commenced a campaign of minimisation and defamation. Consequently, the 
atrocities were downplayed, their genuineness questioned or attributed to anti-Catholic 
propaganda, and finally they were largely forgotten.4 


Propaganda 


Propaganda is a form of biased communication, based on slanted information, 
aimed at promoting or demoting certain views, perceptions or agendas. It is often 
associated with the psychological mechanisms of influencing and altering the attitude 
of a population toward a specific cause, position or political agenda in an effort to form 
a consensus to a standard set of belief patterns. 

The word is derived from a body of the Catholic Church created in 1622, called 
the Congregatio de Propaganda Fide (Congregation for Propagation of the Faith). 

After the War, the Vatican’s propaganda machine continued relentlessly to blot out 
the crimes of the UstaSa and the Church’s involvement in those crimes. Vladimir 
Dedijer, in his book The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican: The Croatian Massacre 
of the Serbs during World War II, recorded that when attending an open session of the 
United Nations in 1945 he tried to discuss the clearly proven participation of the 
Church in the genocides. He concluded that there was a purposeful and coordinated 
news block-out of these events. Finally, Bertrand Russell came to the conclusion that 
the Vatican was responsible for the withholding of the truth of these matters.° 

Furthermore, the Vatican supported the Croatian guerrilla Krizari after the War, 
which tried to undermine the regime of Josip Tito, the legal President of Yugoslavia. 


' Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
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For a long while, Yugoslavia, under Marshal Tito (himself a Roman Catholic), 
conducted secret negotiations with the view of solving the Vatican’s ‘problems’ of the 
Roman Catholic dissidents inside Yugoslavia, of the Roman Catholic clergy who had 
been imprisoned for their crimes, and of the Roman Catholic Croats whom Tito had 
considered ‘war criminals’. These negotiations were carried out by Cardinal F Seper 
who had been appointed Head of the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
(the renamed Inquisition) in 1968. 

The two parties agreed upon a general amnesty for all of them, including those 
Roman Catholics who had collaborated with the occupying Nazis. Particularly, there 
was a general amnesty for the priests, monks and other clergy who had been the 
backbone of the Usta’a NDH.! The Church’s ‘morality’, of which it is constantly 
propagandising, was once again revealed for what it was. 

The Jerusalem Post on 30 May 2013 carried an article which stated: 


Just over a month from now, on July 1, a historic event will take place in the heart 
of Europe, when the EU welcomes Croatia as its 28th member state. But there is 
one thing Croatia has demonstrably failed to do: come to terms with its disgraceful 
record of mass murder during World War II? 


The Intention of Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac’s War Crimes 


Archbishop Stepinac’s intention may be judged from an interview that he gave to a 
British liaison officer eighteen months before his post-War trial. The officer’s report, 
published in the New Statesman and Nation in London, read in part: 


Eighteen months ago, while serving as a British Liaison Officer in Yugoslavia, I 
read in the German controlled press and heard over the Zagreb radio the call of 
Archbishop Stepinac to his people to rally to the crumbling Croat State and resist 
the Allied armies which were advancing towards final victory. 


Back in Zagreb a year later ... I called on him in his palace and he talked with me 
alone for over an hour. He told me frankly that he and those of his priests who had 
collaborated with the Germans had done so because this issue in the war had been 
a clear one, between Fascism and Communism; he had chosen the former while 
Britain had chosen the latter. He regretted the horrors of the Nazi occupation, but 
he preferred them to the present Federal regime. He assured me that, though many 
might now be infatuated with the new regime, the peasants would one day rise, 
and he looked to the West to use its atomic power to impose Western civilization 
on Moscow and Belgrade before it was too late 


Stepinac’s War Crimes’ Indictment 


After the liberation of Croatia from the Axis powers, the Yugoslav War Crimes 


' See, for example: Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican's Holocaust: The sensational account of the most 
horrifying religious massacre of the 20th century. pp162-64 

2 http://www. jasenovac-info.com/?lang=en (2016) 
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4 Stepinac’s call for atomic warfare was similar to that by Pius XII in the Cold War. 
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Commission’s investigations produced evidence of the complicity of Archbishop 
Stepinac in the regime of Poglavnik Ante Paveli¢. The Yugoslav Government 
informed the Holy See of the nature and volume of this evidence and asked that 
Stepinac be withdrawn. Marshal Tito, a Croat, a Catholic, and leader of the Socialist 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, described what happened in an address at Zagreb on 
31 October 1946: 


When the Pope’s representative to our Government, Bishop Hurley, paid me his 
first visit I raised the question of Stepinac. ‘Have him transferred from 
Yugoslavia,’ I said, ‘for otherwise we shall be obliged to place him under arrest.’ I 
warned Bishop Hurley of the course we had to follow. I discussed the matter with 
him in detail. I acquainted him with Stepinac’s many hostile acts toward our 
country. I gave him a file of documentary evidence of the Archbishop’s crimes. 


We waited four months without receiving any reply. Then the authorities arrested 
Stepinac and he was brought to trial, in the same manner as any other individual 
who works against the people.’! 


Stepinac was arrested in Zagreb on 18 September 1946, ‘on charges of having 
participated in a conspiracy against the Federal People’s Republic of Yugoslavia.’ 
Evidence against Stepinac had accumulated during the course of other trials, especially 
those of a number of priests accused of having been in close contact with Paveli¢ and 
other war criminals in foreign countries. These priests had plotted with Eric Lisak, a 
former UstaSa colonel and police commander in the Paveli¢ regime, against the 
Yugoslav Republic. When it became known to the general public through testimony in 
court that Lisak, who had entered Yugoslavia illegally as an agent of Pavelic, had also 
established contact with Archbishop Stepinac and had secured the assistance of the 
Archbishop’s headquarters, Yugoslav authorities had no alternative but to arrest 
Alojzije Stepinac. He was placed on trial before the Supreme Court in Zagreb, with 15 
other defendants, as a collaborationist and plotter. 

In Varaidin, a group that included several priests was sentenced for helping UstaSe 
to escape illegally. Among them was Father Gazivoda, who stated at his trial that the 
attitude shown in Archbishop Stepinac’s circulars, pastoral letters and instructions had 
influenced his actions.* 

During the war, Stepinac had aided and abetted an invading enemy and presided 
over a national clergy that had supported and engaged in genocide.* After the war, he 
supported the actions of terrorists attempting to destabilise the government.’ The 
Yugoslav government alleged that Stepinac’s office coordinated Krizari or ‘Crusader’ 
guerrilla operations up to 1947 with Father Krunoslav Draganovié and Maks Luburic.° 


The Case of Archbishop Stepinac 

Yallop, David. The Power and The Glory: Inside the Dark Heart of John Paul II's Vatican 
Alexander, Stella. Church and State in Yugoslavia since 1945. p118 
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The official indictment of 51 pages contained the following main charges against 
the Archbishop. 


1. Stepinac collaborated in the Overthrow of the Legitimate Yugoslavian Government: 


During the war and enemy occupation, the defendant Aloysius Stepinac 
participated in political collaboration with the enemy, giving the enemy and his 
agents, the Ustashi, help during the entire period. 


Thus, on April 12, 1941, while battles were still being fought against the 
German and Italian aggressors, he visited the Commander of the Army, Slavko 
Kvaternik, and congratulated him on the establishment of the Independent 
State of Croatia; on April 16, 1941, he officially visited the criminal Pavelic. 
During the first days of the occupation he gave in the archbishop’s quarters a 
dinner to Ustashi emigrants and had his picture taken with them. On 28 April 
1941, he issued an official circular to the clergy in the Zagreb archbishopric 
calling upon the priests to collaborate with the traitors, and told them to 
influence their parishioners to support the Independent State of Croatia. On 
June 26, 1941, as chairman of the bishops’ conference, after a session at which 
it was decided to give wholehearted support to the Ustashi authorities, he led a 
group of Catholic bishops in an audience with Paveli¢, and on that occasion 
greeted this fascist agent as head of the Independent State of Croatia and 
promised him sincere and loyal cooperation. 


Thus the defendant Stepinac even during the first days of the occupation of our 
country helped the occupier and the Ustashi, collaborated with them and called 
upon his clerical subordinates to collaborate with them as well, which 
hundreds of priests did very actively. He therefore set many priests and 
believers on a road which ended with treason and betrayal of their country and 
brought about many war crimes. The collaboration stand, work and 
declarations of the defendant Stepinac made easier the treason of those Ustashi 
priests who had already been with the Ustashi and incited many other priests 
to participate in the disarming of the Yugoslav Army, to take over and to 
organize Ustashi authority, to organize Ustashi commissions, camps, and even 
Ustashi militia and so on. 


2. Stepinac actively influenced the Roman Catholic Press to propagandise on behalf of 
the Ustasa: 


The Catholic press during the occupation was completely in line with the work 
and declarations of the defendant Stepinac who, as chairman of the bishops’ 
conference and chairman of Catholic Action, had supreme control over the writing 
of the entire Catholic press in Yugoslavia. In that capacity he actively influenced 
the way this press wrote, and approved and supported its stand against the 
Yugoslav people. 
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The Catholic press propagated Fascism even before the war, as well as other 
undemocratic programs. From the very beginning to the very end of the 
occupation this press was pointed in one direction — making propaganda for the 
fascists and Ustashi, and praising Hitler and Paveli¢. This press was full of slander 
and lies against the National Liberation Movement and sowed the seeds of 
national, religious and race hatred. How far these activities went can be seen from 
newspapers such as those that were directed to children and to the youth, Andeo 
Cuvar [Guardian Angel], Glasnik Sv. Josipa [St Joseph's Courier], Crnce [Blacks], 
Glasnik Sv Ante [St Anthonys Courier], Mali Vrtic [The Little Garden], and so on. 
Many of Paveli¢’s pictures were published in these newspapers, and he and his 
Ustashi were praised and described as God’s missionaries, the executors of God’s 
providence, and of God’s justice. In this manner the minds of young people were 
poisoned. From the children’s and youth newspapers up to the adult ones, the 
newspapers, weeklies, official organs such as Katolicki List, Katolicki Tjednik, 
Bosna Iznad Svega [Bosnia Above All|, Nedelja and so on contained continuous 
and inflexible propaganda for the Ustashi and fascists, most energetically 
defended the Paveli¢ regime and the occupiers, and called upon the people to 
fight against the National Liberation Movement and the Allies ... 


3. Stepinac endorsed Roman Catholic Organisations and the Clergy in actively 
supporting the Efforts of the Ustasa: 


Various Catholic organizations from the group Catholic Action, of which the 
defendant Stepinac was president, Great Crusaders Brotherhood, Great 
Crusaders Sisterhood, Domagoj, etc., answered the call of the defendant 
Stepinac to collaborate with the Ustashi. They became pith and pillar of 
Ustashism. The members of these organizations participated in disarming the 
Yugoslav Army, established Ustashi authorities, and many of them became 
functionaries in Ustashi commissions, camps, concentration camps and district 
councils. Many officers of Paveli¢’s army were recruited from their ranks and 
the majority of priests in the Crusaders organizations volunteered for Ustashi 
and Domobrani army units. The president of the Great Crusaders Brotherhood 
himself, Dr Feliks Niedzelski, became an Ustashi vice district chief and 
administrative head for Ustashi youth. 


The defendant Stepinac upheld and approved such activities on the part of the 


Crusaders organizations. Many organizers of massacres of the Serbian and 
Croatian populations came from the ranks of the Crusaders. 


4. Stepinac supported the Ustasa via Dedicated Religious Ceremonies: 


The defendant Stepinac misused even traditional religious ceremonies and 
turned them into political manifestations for the criminal Paveli¢ and the 
Ustashi. This can be seen from the organizations for which he held such 
ceremonies and by the sermons which he gave. 


At the beginning of 1941 and until liberation, the defendant Stepinac held holy 
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masses every April 10th to celebrate the Independent State of Croatia, and 
transformed the church holiday of Saint Anthony into a political manifestation 
for the criminal Pavelic¢. 


5. Stepinac expressed Solidarity with the Conquering German Nazis and Italian 
Fascists: 


The defendant Stepinac used every possible way during the war and enemy 
occupation to express his solidarity with the German and Italian conqueror, 
participating in many official functions, celebrations and congratulations 
which the representatives of the German and Italian occupation authorities 
prepared in Zagreb. Thus, for instance, he attended the opening of University 
Week for German and Croatian soldiers in company with the Ustashi 
government and German generals led by General Glaise von Horstenau; and 
also the opening of the Zagreb convention with German, Italian and Ustashi 
functionaries; as well as the anniversary of the fascist march on Rome, and so 
forth. 


6. Stepinac supported the Forced Conversion of Orthodox Serbs to Roman 
Catholicism: 


When the Ustashi threatened the Serbs in Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
with massacre unless they joined the Catholic faith, Stepinac accepted this and 
‘rechristened’ tens of thousands of Serbs, who had a knife at their throat. In 
this way he approved and incited the Ustashi to commit further crimes ... 


During such ‘rechristenings’ of the Serbs, a plenary session of the Catholic 
episcopacy was held on November 17, 1941, under the chairmanship of the 
defendant Stepinac. At this meeting Stepinac and the other bishops not only 
did not condemn but on the contrary accepted the Ustashi ‘rechristenings’ and 
gave canonic sanction to this revolting war crime. 


7. Stepinac accepted the Post of Supreme Apostolic Vicar to the UstaSa Army, thereby 
indicating to the Rest of the Roman Catholic Clergy in Croatia that they should 
support Pavelic s regime: 


At the beginning of 1942 the Vatican appointed the defendant Stepinac 
apostolic army vicar for Paveli¢’s Ustashi and Domobran, and the defendant 
Stepinac accepted this duty and appointed as his deputies the famous Ustashi 
priests Stipa Vucetic and Vilim Cecelja. Thus the defendant Stepinac officially 
became the highest military clergyman in Paveli¢’s army. All other army 
priests were subordinate to him and these are the priests who in the ranks of 
Ustashi and Domobran formations incited the soldiers to commit crimes or 
themselves committed crimes against the people. 


&. After liberation, Stepinac assisted in a plan to overthrow the new Yugoslavian 
government: 
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In September 1945, at the time of the Bishops’ Conference in Zagreb, a 
pastoral letter was issued. This was directed against the federal authorities in 
Yugoslavia and sought to arouse to action all enemies of the new Yugoslav 
Republic. The pastoral letter was admitted by captured UstaSe to be the most 
important item of propaganda in the battle against the legitimate national 
authorities. The Franciscan Kruno Miklic said at his hearing on 15 January 
1946: 


I began working to organise the Crusaders after the Pastoral letter was issued, 
when I saw what our religious leaders thought of the present government.! 


In 1948, a special court in Zagreb put on trial 57 members of Pavelic’s 
Croatian guerrilla Krizari (Crusaders) ‘freedom fighters’. Their attempt to 
undermine the regime of Josip Tito, President of Yugoslavia, by infiltrating 
rebels into Yugoslavia had ended in disaster. 


The help for these Krizari had come from both Stepinac’s Ordinariat? and 
from other Roman Catholic religious centres throughout Yugoslavia. The 
Ordinariat in Sarajevo acted also as organiser of the Krizari in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. The main organisers were: 


Sarajevo Archbishop’s deputy, Canon Marko Alaupovic; 
Father Ljudevit Josi¢, from Tuzla; 


Father Ivan Cindric, who organised the Crusader groups in Zenica and 
Busolac; 


Fra Franjo Slafhauzen, who drew up a plan for the terrorist attack by the 
Crusaders on the railway station at Semizovac near Sarajevo; 


Fra Valerijan Voloder, who printed Krizari leaflets in the Franciscan 
monastery in Sarajevo; 


Fra Ante Kozina, who forged travel permits and sent them to the Krizari in 
the woods to facilitate their movement throughout the country; and 


Fra Kruno Mikli¢, who formed Crusader terrorist organisations in Vares. 


In the autumn of 1945, Pavelié sent the notorious UstaSa criminal General 
Moskov to Yugoslavia to help Erik Lisak, a key leader, in the task of activating 
the Krizari groups. On his arrival Moskov immediately contacted Archbishop 
Stepinac. To assist [General] Moskov [a criminal] in his travels, the 
Archbishop’s headquarters obtained travel permits and sent them to him via Dr 
Gulin. Gulin disclosed after his capture that Moskov had told him that the 
Bishops’ Conference was the greatest event in the UstaSa struggle after the fall 


' The Conspiracy against the Yugoslav Republic 
? Ordinariat is a term used in speaking collectively of all the various organs through which an ordinary, and 
especially a bishop, exercises the different forms of his authority. 
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of the NDH. Later, Moskov returned to Paveli¢, but before so doing, he gave 
Dr Gulin a letter for Stepinac, in which he thanked the Archbishop.' 


Early in the spring of 1945 the Yugoslav Army finally liberated our country 
from the occupiers and was cleaning them out. Pavelic, Macek, Stepinac and 
all anti-people’s elements could see the evident fall of the Axis. They made a 
plan for the renewed occupation of our country by other foreign powers, and 
in that way planned to overthrow the people’s government which had already 
been established throughout Yugoslavia. 


On September 19, 1945, the defendant Stepinac received in his Archbishop’s 
quarters the Ustashi colonel and former director for public security, Erik Lisak, 
and on September 17 and October 3, 1945, he received two letters from the 
Ustashi colonel Ante Moskov. Both Lisak? and Moskov came illegally from 
abroad to organize, activate and gather together the scattered Crusader groups. 
On November 8, 1945, Stepinac received an Ustashi student-emigrant who 
brought him from Salzburg ‘The Pledge of Ustashi Intellectuals’ that they 
would fight on for the liberation of the Croatian people. He also received the 
spy Lela Sopijyanec, who went illegally to and from Trieste several times with 
messages for him. He approved of and covered up the terroristic activities of 
his secretary, Ivan Salic and the priest Josip Simec who, encouraged by the 
attitude and activities of the defendant Stepinac, created a terrorist organization 
together with Dr Pavle Gulin and Josip Cmkovic, which organization served 
as a center for the various terrorist groups in the country, and helped them.* 


The evidence produced by the state prosecutor in support of these charges consisted 
of files of the Catholic press, confiscated letters and reports and the sworn statements 
and testimonies of numerous witnesses. 


Stepinac’s War Crimes’ Trial 


After ten days of hearings, and on the basis of the evidence, Archbishop Stepinac 
was found guilty of collaboration with the enemy and of conspiracy against the Federal 
People’s Republic of Yugoslavia. He was sentenced to 16 years’ imprisonment with 
hard labour. 

The manner in which Archbishop Stepinac conducted himself during the trial 
should be noted. No serious attempt was made to deny the charges. The argument with 
which Stepinac most frequently contented himself was that he could not be held 
accountable for misdeeds of the lower clergy, and that in any case he was responsible 
only to God. With the world press in attendance at the trial, Archbishop Stepinac thus 
failed to take advantage of an unequalled opportunity to state his case and clear himself, 
if he felt able to, before mankind. 


' The Conspiracy against the Yugoslav Republic 
2? Lisak was captured and hanged by the communists in 1946. 
3 The Case of Archbishop Stepinac 
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All officials participating in the trial were Croatians and Roman Catholics. It is 
worthy of note, that while there is no evidence that a single UstaSe was 
excommunicated for crimes against humanity during the Croatian Genocide, 
nevertheless, following Stepinac’s conviction, L’Osservatore Romano published a 
decree of the Sacred Congregation of the Council excommunicating all those who had 
taken part physically or morally in the trial, on the grounds that no member of the 
Catholic clergy could be prosecuted without consent of the Holy See.'?# 


Archbishop Stepinac post Mortem 


Stepinac eventually served only five years of his sixteen-year sentence for high 
treason in the Lepoglava prison, where he received preferred treatment in recognition 
of his clerical status. He was allocated two cells for personal use and an additional cell 
as his private chapel, while being exempt from all hard labour. 

After being released, Stepinac lived for some ten years, spending the rest of his 
days in his home parish of KraSi¢. Several attempts have been made by apologists that 
suggest that he died as a consequence of his imprisonment. For example, the Catholic 
World News stated: 


He died in 1961, of illness which apparently stemmed from poison administered to 
him by prison-camp authorities.* 


In fact, Stepinac died from thrombosis. 

A document, The Case of Archbishop Stepinac, was issued in 1947 by Mr Sava N 
Kosanovic¢, of the Embassy of the Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia in the USA, 
because: 


the arrest and trial of the Archbishop are still being used in the United States in a 
campaign of misrepresentation against the Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia. 
This campaign, accusing Yugoslavia of religious persecution — which does not 
exist in my country and which is specifically outlawed by the Constitution — has 
gone to considerable lengths. Petitions for which thousands of names have been 
obtained have been submitted to the White House and to the Department of State. 
Resolutions have been introduced in the Congress. In the face of such organized 
and continuing attacks I have felt compelled, in justice to the government and 
people of Yugoslavia, to make this material available in English.> It shows that 
Archbishop Stepinac was tried and convicted solely because of the crimes in 
which he engaged against his own nation — the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, later the 
Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia — and against his own countrymen.° 


' The Conspiracy against the Yugoslav Republic 

2 See also: Alexander, Stella. Church and State in Yugoslavia since 1945. p118 

3 See also: Rops, Daniel. Cathedral and Crusade. p240. Source: Ellerbe, Helen. The Dark Side of Christian 
History. p62 

4 ‘Stepinac beatification revives old debate’. Catholic World News, 9 July 1998. http://www.catholic.org/ 
media/news/vnbarchive/vnb070998. html 

5 This refers to the statement of indictment recorded a few pages above. 

6 The Case of Archbishop Stepinac 
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In a not unusual Catholic scenario, Stepinac’s own official diary and other key 
documents from the diocesan archives at Zagreb remain unavailable to scholars.!7 
The valid question has therefore been asked ‘What is it, if not the truth, that the Church 
has to hide?’ 


Apologetics in Defence of Archbishop Stepinac 


The sentence against Stepinac was denounced by the Holy See’s own Osservatore 
Romano as ‘ignominious’ and declared that the trial ‘was a trial against the Catholic 
Church.’ 

Loraine Boettner, in his book Roman Catholicism, revealed that: 


Until his death in 1960, he [Stepinac] was played up in Roman Catholic circles, 
particularly in the U.S., as a ‘martyr,’ even to the extent that Cardinal Spellman, in 
New York, named a parochial high school after him. 


Cardinal Spellman’s Defence of Stepinac 


Francis Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of New York — the man who was a major 
force in activating the hostilities by the US against Vietnam,* and a voracious, 
practising homosexual — said that Archbishop Stepinac was ‘a victim of the forces that 
seek to destroy men’s freedom, ruin America, and dominate the world.’> 

He also said that Stepinac had ‘defended the cause of true liberty for his hungry and 
harassed people’ through the war, adding that the person and principles of Archbishop 
Stepinac were ‘violated’. 


Bishop Buddy’s Defence of Stepinac 


Bishop Charles F Buddy of San Diego, California, wrote to President Truman 
asking for a: 


straight forward fearless protest of the infamous persecution of Archbishop 
Stepinac and the Catholic Church in Yugoslavia. Liberty-loving Americans are not 
indifferent to the vicious travesty intended to discredit this great patriot who has 
valiantly championed the rights of his people.® 


Pius XIDs Praise of Stepinac 


Pius XII, as a political snub to the government of Yugoslavia, made Stepinac a 
Cardinal, for his ‘Great Services’ to the Church,’ on 29 November 1952 — 
Yugoslavia’s Republic Day. In response, the non-aligned Yugoslav government 


' Atkin, Nicholas & Frank Tallet. Priests, Prelates & People. p270 

2 As at 2003 — the year of publication of Atkin & Tallet’s book. 

3 Boettner, Loraine. Roman Catholicism. p437 

4 Refer to Stockwell, Antony. Pius XII: Fatal Manipulator of Men and Nations for details of Spellman’s 
significant involvement in starting and encouraging the progress of the Vietnam War. 

5 Independent. Long Beach, California. July 14, 1961. p22 

& Montano, Walter M. Behind the Purple Curtain. p239. Source: http://wwwcuttingedge.org/articles/RC130. 
html (2009) 

7 Kahl, Joachim. The Misery of Christianity. A Plea for a Humanity without God. p72 
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severed diplomatic relations with the Holy See. 

Pius XII continued to support Stepinac before the whole world. And rightly so! 
Because the bishop, whom the pope was now praising as ‘an example of apostolic zeal and 
Christian strength of mind,’ had only tolerated what the pope had also tolerated. And so the 
latter wrote on January 12, 1953: ‘Although he is absent, We embrace him with fatherly 
love — and We wish passionately for everyone to know that Our decision to decorate him 
with the honor of the Roman Purple is for no other reason that to repay him for his great 
achievements in the appropriate manner.’! 


John XXIII and Stepinac 
Pope John XXIII held a requiem mass for Stepinac at St Peter’s Basilica.’ 
John Paul IT’s Beatification of Stepinac 


John Paul’s much publicised globe-trotting demands for ‘respect and observance of 
human rights’, like his papal predecessors, never mentioned or condemned the 
extensive UstaSa atrocities, nor Stepinac’s association with them. 

As a continuation of the Church’s whitewashing, in 1998, John Paul II beatified 
Stepinac at a huge open-air service at the shrine of Marija Bistrica in Croatia. An 
image 30 foot (9m) high of Stepinac towered over the proceedings. John Paul II 
beatified Stepinac after saying these words: 


An illustrious son of this blessed land is raised to the glory of the altars. 
the luminous personality of Cardinal Stepinac stands out. 
One of the outstanding figures of the Catholic Church ... 


Today we are filled with joy as we join in thanking God for the new fruits of 
holiness which Croatia offers to the Church in the person of the martyr Alojzije 
Stepinac, Archbishop of Zagreb and Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church. 


Blessed Alojzije Stepinac took the Good Shepherd as his sole Teacher, following 
his example to the end ... 


He is now in the joy of heaven, surrounded by all those who, like him, 
fought the good fight, purifying their faith in the crucible of suffering. 


In his human and spiritual journey Blessed Alojzije Stepinac gave his people a sort 
of compass to serve as an orientation. And these were its cardinal points: faith in 
God, respect for man, love towards all ...4 


John Paul IT’s Prayers for Stepinac 
John Paul II visited Croatia in September 1994, and knelt in prayer at the grave of 


' Deschner, Karlheinz. God and the Fascists: The Vatican Alliance with Mussolini, Franco, Hitler, and 
Paveli¢. p213 

2 Religion: The Silent Voice’, Time. February 22, 1960 

3 http://wwwreformation.org/stepinac.html (2005) 

4 https:/Aw2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/travels/1998/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_03101998_croazia- 
beatification.html (2016) 
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Stepinac. The Pope extolled him as: 


undoubtedly the most outstanding martyr’ in Croatian history ... the hero of 
sanctity. 


In so doing, John Paul II underlined the dedicated commitment of the Catholic 
Church to deny its dark history, no matter how barbaric. 

Hence, the history of the NDH has effectively been distorted by the Church so that 
Stepinac, who was an integral component of the Croatian UstaSa’s anti-Orthodox 
campaign, is now venerated as an anti-communist martyr. 


An Apologist for Stepinac 


Michael Savor, an apologist, wrote in Cardinal Aloysius Stepinac: ‘A Servant of 
God and the Croatian People’: 


In 1985, his trial prosecutor Jakov Blazevic admitted publicly that Cardinal 
Stepinac’s trial was entirely framed, and that Stepinac was tried only because he 
refused to sever thousand year old ties between Croatians and the Roman 
Catholic Church.? 


Alojzije Stepinac ‘The First Fascist Saint’ 


In contrast to John Paul II’s adulation, ‘the Vatican showed no such reverence for 
the martyrdom of Mihailovié*, executed by the same communist courts that let off 
Stepinac relatively easily. Mihailovi¢ was a Serb who belonged to the Orthodox 
Christian Church.” 

Many non-Roman Catholics have remained unconvinced about Stepinac’s martyr- 
dom and about his saintly qualities in general. Some saw his promotion to within one 
step of sainthood as a political and unwarranted provocation, one result of which is that 
to his most severe critics he has become known as ‘the Patron Saint of Genocide’.® 
For example, Richard Boudreaux, in the Los Angeles Times, referred to Stepinac as 
‘The First Fascist Saint.’’ Another commentator observed that ‘This was meant as a 


The Catholic Encyclopedia records that ‘the term martyr came to be exclusively applied to those who had 

died for the faith.’ The Catholic Dictionary defines a martyr as ‘A person who chooses to suffer, even to die, 

rather than renounce his or her faith or Christian principles.’ And: ‘A martyr strives for conformity to Christ 

and is willing to part with his or her earthly life rather than reject God.’ 

St Ignatius of Antioch defined: ‘Martyrdom is the supreme witness given to the truth of the faith: it means 

bearing witness even unto death. The martyr bears witness to Christ ... He bears witness to the truth of the 

faith and of Christian doctrine. He endures death through an act of fortitude. “Let me become the food of the 

beasts, through whom it will be given me to reach God.” ’ 

None of these definitions is applicable to Alojzije Stepinac. 

2 ‘Murderers in god’s name.’ http://ecumenizm.tripod.com/ECUMENIZM/id26.html (2008) 

3 Savor, Michael. Cardinal Aloysius Stepinac: ‘A Servant of God and the Croatian People’. http://www.ht/ 
darko/etf/stepinac.html (2009) 

4 Dragoljub Mihailovié was a Yugoslav Serbian general. 

> Johnstone, Diana. Fools’ Crusade: Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions. p151 

© See also Chapter 8, above. 

7 Boudreaux, Richard. ‘Enter The First Fascist Saint’, Los Angeles Times, 10 May 1998. Source: http://the 

shepherdsvoice.org/catholic/who_will_be_the_next_saint.html (2009) 
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slap in the face to all Orthodox Serbs. It would be like the Nobel Peace Committee 
awarding Adolf Eichmann a posthumous Nobel Prize for Peace. The action 
demonstrated his (John Paul II’s and the Vatican’s) total and profound contempt for the 
Serbian people, for the Orthodox religion, and for the legacy of 60,000 Jews killed in 
Ustasha death camps.’! 

The beatification re-ignited old controversies between Roman Catholicism and 
Communism, and between Serbs and Croats. The Simon Wiesenthal Center asked for 
the beatification to be deferred until the wartime conduct of Stepinac had been further 
investigated, but, insensitive to an appeal, the Holy See ignored this request. 

To many Serbs, Stepinac symbolised Croatian Fascism. ‘They remember seeing his 
face on postage stamps and reading fascist propaganda in his diocesan journal. They 
remember his blessing the barbarous Ustashi troops as they marched off to battle or to 
slaughter tens of thousands of Serbs, Jews and Romanies. They remember him 
celebrating birthday Masses for the Croatian fiihrer, Ante Pavelic.’ 

When Catholic Croatia achieved independence in 1992, one of the first acts of the 
Parliament was to absolve Stepinac of the charges laid against him. According to its 
revised version of history, he had been put on trial, not for having collaborated with the 
Nazis. His ‘crime’, it was said, was that he refused to cooperate with Marshall Tito in 
establishing a national Catholic Church independent of Rome. In this fictitious 
paradigm, the Church created a new pseudo-biography of Stepinac. 

In fact, Stepinac was charged, tried and convicted of the crime of collaboration 
with the fascists following their invasion and dismantling of Yugoslavia. That he was 
guilty of this crime is supported by the historical record that includes: photographic 
evidence, copies of homilies and written messages printed in his diocesan journal, 
official publications of the UstaSa government, and the swom testimony of many 
eyewitnesses. 

Ronald Loeffler has pointed out that: 


The horrors perpetrated by priest-led Ustashi murder brigades, the priest- 
administered Ustashi death camps — none of this appears important when 
considering Stepinac’s sacerdotal life. That he continued to live the good life as a 
prince of the Roman church while all around him Orthodox Serbs, Jews and 
Romanies were being tortured and murdered apparently means nothing ...4 


Apologetics in Defence of Friar Miroslav Filipovi¢ 


Pope John Paul II continued his political activities in Croatia by holding a mass on 
22 June 2003 at the Petricevac monastery, Banja Luka. This was the monastery where 
Miroslav Filipovi¢ joined the Franciscan Order. This action by the Pope caused public 
outcry due to the fact that Filipovic (‘Father Satan’) was hanged for war crimes 


Gillis, Clive. http://www.ianpaisley.org/article.asp?ArtK ey=serbia2 (2009) 
Wikipedia ‘Aloysius Stepinac’ (2016) 

http://www. lazyboysreststop.com/saints-1.htm (2008) 
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involving self-confessed multiple murders.' 
Apologetics in Defence of Slavko Kvaternik 


Slavko Kvaternik became commander-in-chief of the Croatian Armed Forces. 
Once, on a visit, Hitler took pains to let Kvaternik know that he was ‘a criminal posing 
as a statesman’ (‘ein Verbrecher in staatsmaenischer Pose’).? His criminality was 
confirmed after the War, when he was tried, sentenced to death for his crimes during 
the NDH regime, and executed in 1947.7 

On 7 May 1958, an apologist in the Croatian paper Danica (Morning Star) of 
Chicago, wrote: 


Poor martyred Kvaternik! We must defend him for he gave his life for our 
fatherland. ... He was a great fighter for Croatia and no strangers are now going to 
blacken his name.* 


Church Propaganda in Relation to Andrija Artukovié 


Andria Artukovic’s extradition from the USA was requested by the Yugoslav 
authorities to face trial on charges of war crimes. It was shelved for two decades due to 
pressure from Croatian Americans and the Catholic Church. 

In February 1986, after a legal battle that lasted well over 30 years — ‘a sombre 
spectacle of the tremendous power of the Catholic Church in America’? — Artukovié 
was eventually expelled from the USA to Yugoslavia.®’ 

In May 1986, Artukovic was convicted of four specific crimes, including the 
murder of civilians and prisoners of war in Yugoslavia, and was sentenced to death. 

The Catholic press worldwide emphasised that Artukovié was convicted of the 
murder of Jews, Gypsies, and others. But there was little or no reference to the 
Orthodox Serbs, who were the main recipients of the UstaSa’s massacres in which the 
Church was so heavily involved. 

Avro Manhattan, in his book, The Vatican s Holocaust: The Sensational Account of 
the Most Horrifying Religious Massacre of the 20th Century, found that: 


The American mass media never mentioned the religious motivation, plus the 
racial one, which had inspired the Croatian massacre. The Catholic Church was 
never blamed, or even mentioned as having had any part in the Croatian affair. Not 
a word of condemnation, criticism or even impartial reminder of her 
responsibility ... 


Wikipedia ‘Usta8e’ (2016) 

Kosti¢é, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p67 

Wikipedia ‘Slavko Kvaternik’ (2016) 

Source: Kosti¢, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p266 
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Indeed, to millions, the Vatican and the Church had nothing to do with the 
massacre whatsoever! ... Not a word or even a hint of the religious nature of the 
massacre, or of the fact that Catholic padres and monks had been in charge of 
concentration camps where hundreds of thousands had been tortured and 
murdered, or had been forced to accept Catholic baptism to save themselves from 
torture or execution. 


The trial ... thus seemed to have closed a chapter of history, one of planned 
genocide and, perhaps even worse, of religious persecution carried out with the 
connivance of the Vatican, which had protected those who had acted as the 
instruments of the horrendous Croatian experience.! 


Church Propaganda and Archbishop Tarcisio Bertone of Genoa 


In his book, The Real Odessa: Smuggling the Nazis to Perons Argentina, 
researcher Uki Goni reported on the role of the Church in smuggling Nazi fugitives to 
safe havens in South America through the port of Genoa. 

Another source reports that at Genoa, Father Draganovic’s fugitives, as well as 
hundreds of other fascists, were assisted to escape by Archbishop Giuseppe Siri. US 
intelligence determined that the Archbishop had created two Church committees 
whose purpose it was to help refugees, including fugitives. Karl Bayer confirmed this 
independently: ‘Ante Paveli¢ himself escaped through the Genoa ratline, as well as 
other major UstaSa war criminals such as Mile Staréevic, Stjepan Hefer, and Vjekoslav 
Vrantié.” 

In response, Archbishop Tarcisio Pietro Evasio Bertone in Genoa distributed 
50,000 copies of a ‘Special Edition’ of Settimanale Cattolico (Catholic Weekly) that 
announced the creation of a special commission of inquiry to investigate revelations 
conceming the role of the Genoese curia in assisting the flight of Nazi war criminals 
through the port city. It is not known whether this commission ever met. 

In a subsequent interview by the Italian-Catholic publication 30Giorni (30 Days), 
the interviewer stated that Bertone had to deal with the argument that arose from the 
publication of the book accusing the Church in Genoa of having conspired in the 
escape of a whole series of Nazi war criminals. The Archbishop answered that ‘those 
ignominious accusations’ were countered by a special edition of the Settimanale 
Cattolico consisting of articles that allegedly documented the groundlessness and 
unwarranted nature of the accusations.* 

On 5 June 2007, at a conference announcing the release of a new biography of Pius XII, 
Bertone, now a cardinal, defended Pius against claims of indifference toward the Jews 
during the Holocaust. Bertone condemned this accusation as a ‘black legend’ and ‘an 
attack on good sense and on rationality’, which has ‘become so firmly established that even 
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to scratch it is an arduous task’.! 
Bertone became Secretary of the Inquisition under Cardinal Ratzinger. 


Post-War Ecclesiastic Endorsement of Ante Paveli¢ 
Ante Paveli¢ was the monster who stated: 


The UstaSe won’t refrain from killing, because when the order to spill blood is 
issued, rivers of blood will flow... every UstaSe is waiting for an order to attack the 
enemy, to butcher and destroy. 


Nevertheless, on his deathbed in general Franco’s Spain in 1959, Pavelic held in his 
hands the rosary gifted to him by Pope John XXIII. Earlier he had received special 
blessings from Pope Pius XII. 

In January 2009, Jutarnji List (Morning Paper) reported that admirers of Ante 
Paveli¢ had celebrated a mass honouring the 49th anniversary of his death. It was held 
in the Roman Catholic basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in Zagreb. Calendars for 
2009 bearing the symbols of the pro-Nazi regime were distributed to those attending 
the mass.*4 


John Paul II’s Refusal to visit the Site of Jasenovac Concentration Camp 


John Paul II refused repeated requests to visit the site of the Jasenovac 
Concentration Camp on his visits to Croatia, preferring instead to exchange greetings 
with the former Croatian head of state and holocaust disputant, Franjo Tudman.> 


John Paul II’s Beatification of Marija Petkovi¢é 


On 6 June 2003, Pope John Paul II beatified a Croatian nun, Marija Petkovic; and 
in the process, ‘seductive’ television footage of Dubrovnik with the advertiser’s 
message ‘Yes its safe and its beautiful, come and visit’ was shown worldwide. In fact, 
the beatified nun was a just a front — Brian Barron of the BBC repeatedly stated that 
this was in reality Vatican politics in action. The Pope’s real task was to ‘publicly 
encourage Croatia’s application to join the EU as part of his vision for a reborn 
Balkans.” 

John Paul II went back to the Vatican, and then returned a month later so that all the 
anti-papal posters and graffiti could be removed in the city of Banja Luka in Bosnia 
Herzegovina — which had suffered so heavily at the hands of the UstaSe.’ 


Dismantling of a Shrine to UstaSa Franciscans 


The Franciscans have denied their wartime involvement with the UstaSa regime. 
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However, in Siroki Brijeg, tangible proof was found of the Nazi-Franciscan connection. 
Cameramen working for Phillip Kronzer obtained entry to the Monastery there and 
filmed a secret shrine honouring the UstaSe. A plaque dedicated to Franciscan monks 
who were UstaSa members was filmed along with a massive shrine lining the walls 
complete with photographs of UstaSe soldiers some in Nazi uniforms. The statement 
‘Recognise us, We are yours’ can clearly be discerned in the video recording. On a 
later visit to the monastery, the shrine had been dismantled. However, the videotape 
preserved the evidence and has now been made available by the Kronzer Foundation 
for Religious Research.!* 


The Biased Jasenovac Museum 


In 2007, Ephraim Zuroff, head of the Simon Wiesenthal Institute in Jerusalem, 
criticised the Croatian government for its newly reopened museum exhibition at the 
site of the Jasenovac Concentration Camp: 


I saw an exhibition which was a great disappointment. To my disbelief, there was 
not a single photograph of the Commanders of Jasenovac. 


Consequently: 


In a museum dealing with nameless UstaSe, no individual can be held responsible. 
More importantly, it lacks materials or explanations about the development of the 
UstaSa ideology before the war — hatred against the Serbs and anti-Semitism — 
which helped the spread of its genocidal policies. 


At the Association of Holocaust Organizations conference in Montreal in 2007, the 
museum at Jasenovac was described as ‘the worst Holocaust museum [Jasenovac] I 
have ever seen.” 


Synopsis 
In the Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia (NDH), the Church ‘did 
not merely tum a blind eye to genocide, it was an active and enthusiastic 
participant.’ 


‘The church has yet to apologize for, or even acknowledge the existence of, 
this genocide.’ 


As evidence of the Church’s participation continued to accumulate during the 
genocide, the Church prevented the release of new information; distorted, 
minimised, and denied what was already known; and began a campaign of 
vituperation against all who disclosed the atrocious events in the NDH. 
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Post-War, the Holy See’s propaganda machine continued relentlessly to attempt 
to blot out the crimes of the UstaSa and the Church’s central involvement in 
them. 


Archbishop Stepinac was arrested in 1946 ‘on charges of having participated in 
a conspiracy against the Federal People’s Republic of Yugoslavia.’ He was 
found guilty and sentenced leniently. 


Later, both Pius XII and John Paul II conducted political actions in defence of 
Stepinac, including beatification. Consequently, Stepinac has been called ‘the 
Patron Saint of Genocide’, and ‘the First Fascist Saint’. His beatification has 
been likened to the Nobel Peace Committee awarding Adolf Eichmann a 
posthumous Nobel Prize for Peace 


The Church also defended the criminals Miroslav Filipovi¢, Slavko Kvaternik, 
Dinko Sakié, Adrija Artukovié, and Ante Paveli¢. 


Under Marshal Tito (himself a Roman Catholic), Yugoslavia conducted secret 
negotiations with the Holy See. The two parties agreed on a general amnesty 
for all Roman Catholics who had collaborated with the occupying Nazis. 
Particularly, there was a general amnesty for the priests, monks and other 
clergy who had been the backbone of the UstaSa atrocities. 


A Final Summation 


Relentlessly, the Holy See’s propaganda machine has continued to attempt to blot 
out both the knowledge of the crimes by the UstaSa and the Catholic Church’s strategic 
and tactical involvement in those offences. In the words of Vladimir Nikoli¢, Serbian 
Consul General in Banja Luka, ‘Silence is the luxury of the oppressor.’ 

The Croatian experience is proof that honesty, transparency, and accountability are 
concepts alien to the recalcitrant Catholic Church. Yet, it claims to have been the 
recipient of Christ’s ministry. If this were so, the affirmation of St Paul! would apply: 


Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; 
But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor 
handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commend- 
ing ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. 


That this does not apply to the Catholic Church is evidentially clear. 


' 2 Corinthians 4:1-2 


17 — Franjo Tudman 
Thank god my wife is neither a Serb nor a Jew. Franjo Tudman 


Franjo Tudman was a dominant Croatian political figure who features prominently 
in the next two chapters. He enjoyed particularly effective diplomatic support from 
Germany and the Holy See.! 

He was born in 1922, and brought up a Catholic. His mother was a devout Catholic, 
and, as a child, he served as an altar boy in the local parish. 

Tudman took up a military career, and joined Tito’s Partisans in 1941. He rose 
through the ranks and became a major general in the Jugoslovenska narodna armija 
(JNA) (Yugoslav People’s Army). His strategic skills played an important part in the 
religio-political events of the 1990s. 

In 1967, just before the cultural-political upheaval known as Hrvatsko proljece (the 
Croatian Spring), Tudman had moved to a politically nationalistic stance in conflict 
with the ‘Yugoslavism’ of the federal government.” 

The Croatian Spring was repressed by Belgrade in 1971, and Tudman was 
imprisoned for two years for ‘hostile propaganda’. 

By the 1980s, Croatian nationalists in exile, with Franjo Tudman as their champion 
back home, had been plotting for decades to revive the Catholic Independent State of 
Croatia (NDH) of World War II. 

Tudman and his party all but formally rehabilitated the fascist NDH. They harassed 
and campaigned against Serbs on the eve of the Yugoslav wars. He also emphasised 
the primitivism of Orthodoxy in order to conceal his own Catholic clericalism. 

Tudman held key meetings with a group of far nght Herzegovina exiles during 
visits in the summers of 1987 to 1989. There, it was decided that the future Croatia 
must be an independent state, and the struggle in Croatia should be pursued against the 
Serbs as the main enemy. Accordingly, in the late 1980s, Serbs began engaging in anti- 
Croatian speech, accusing the Croats of neo-UstaSism and anti-Serbianism. In this 
atmosphere, Tudman came to the political forefront. In 1989, he became head of the 
Hrvatska demokratska zajednica (HDZ) (Croatian Democratic Union).? Basically it 
was a nationalist Croatian movement that affirmed Croatian values based on Roman 
Catholicism.4 

UstaSe exiles then returned triumphantly to a Croatia that rapidly restored the 
symbols of the evil NDH. There followed constitutional changes, which included the 
refusal to endorse the Serbs’ place in the Croatian constitution. This inflamed anti-Serb 
opinion in Croatia, resulting in many Serbs being purged from their jobs in the police, 
security forces, the media and factories. More concrete measures followed, notably the 
dismissal of Serb employees from civil service positions and outright attacks on 
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persons and property by uncontrolled gangs of provocateurs. 

Sinisa Atlagic is assistant professor of Political Marketing at the Faculty of Political 
Science in Belgrade. He recalls several alarming statements made by Franjo Tudman. 
For example, in 1989, while attending a conference of the German diplomatic corps, 
Tudman proclaimed that Krajina would be ‘red with blood’ once he became president 
of Croatia. He also recounted Tudman’s infamous statement: ‘thank God my wife is 
neither a Serb nor a Jew.’ 

In 1990, Tudman stated that 250,000 Serbs should leave Croatia. Professor Atlagi¢é 
connected this to a 1997 statement that Tudman gave to the Croatian Sabor, in which 
he said that his greatest achievement as president of Croatia had been the ethnic 
cleansing of the Serbs.! 

On 24 February 1990, Tudman declared: 


The Independent State of Croatia was not a mere quisling creation and fascist 
crime, but also an expression of the historical aspirations of the Croatian people. ” 


In April 1990, the first post-World War II multi-party elections in Croatia gave the 
HDZ control of the Sabor (Parliament). Then, on 6 May 1990, the HDZ elected 
Tudman first president of Croatia. This was the year in which the Srpska Demokratska 
Stranka (SDS) (Serb Democratic Party) was founded.* 

Tudman, with the strong support of the HDZ, then established ‘a near authoritarian 
control in the republic. He seemed to have forgotten his Partisan past, when he was 
committed to a united Yugoslavia.”4 

He promoted Croatian identity and Nationalistic symbols. Consequently, on 25 July 
1990, the red and white checkerboard design of the Sahovnica became the symbol of 
the Republic of Croatia, which had been that of the dreaded NDH during World War II. 
This was seen by Serbs, who constituted 12 percent of the population, as a revival of 
the Usta8a past. Tudman’s actions began to escalate fear on all sides.° 

Independent recorders report that Tudman’s secessionist policy ‘was leading 
Yugoslavia into civil war,’ and that he had a hatred of the multi-ethnic values of 
Yugoslavia. Like Ante Paveli¢, he wanted a Croatian state for Croatians. He was not 
willing to guarantee equal rights to the remaining twelve percent of the population who 
were Serbs.’ 

In 1991, ‘President Tudman played the Machiavellian politician.’ He also had a 
secret meeting with Slobodan MiloSevi¢é. In May 1991, Croatia held a referendum on 
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independence — the result was positive. Accordingly, on 25 June, Croatia declared 
independence and Yugoslavia disintegrated. ‘Shortly thereafter, Tudman’s Croatia was 
at war.’ |? 


Tudman’s Writings 


Tudman’s 1989 book Bespuca povijesne zbiljnosti (translated as The Wastelands of 
Historical Reality or The Horrors of War) denied the truth behind the World War II 
genocide, and moved to cover up the role of the UstaSa regime in the darkest period of 
Croatia’s history. In it, he maintained that genocide was a constant and natural 
occurrence in human history. Tudman denied that racial laws were implemented in 
fascist Croatia and claimed that Jasenovac was not a death camp but only a work camp. 
He made many references to ‘Judeo-Nazism’ and blamed Jews for killings in the camp. 
He claimed fewer than a million Jews were killed during World War II and only a few 
thousand people, mostly Roma, were killed in Jasenovac. He coined the term ‘philo- 
Semitic” to describe UstaSa policy.’ 

With respect to Jasenovac, Tudman claimed that there were no daily massacres 
there, and that: 


The promoters of the Jasenovac myth have since the very outset to the present day 
been insisting on the fact that the Jasenovac camp was organised with the express 
purpose of liquidating all the inmates so that there were daily massacres of 
hundreds of thousands of Serbs, Jews, Gypsies and Communists. The truth is that 
the camp was organised as a ‘labour camp’ with many field and factory units. To 
the camp individually and mostly in small groups of tens or one hundred persons, 
tens of thousands of unfortunate persons were brought, but also released and 
shipped to labour camps in Germany ... 


In estimating the situation in the camp in view of its purpose and the crimes 
committed, we should bear in mind its internal management which was based on 
the inmates themselves running the camp. In this connection I have long ago 
arrived at a conclusion that in exaggerating UstaSe crimes some individuals who 
had some special, hidden reasons, became particularly prominent in this effort ... 


Tudman’s fabrications continued: 


The inmates were placed into three groups: the free men, the partially free and the 
simple inmates. And next to the camp command there was also an inmates’ 
management. The UstaSe management consists of a supervisory body while the 
self-management of the inmates meant that the inmates themselves ran their lives 
and work in the camp according to the orders and intentions of the UstaSe. In this 
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way the inmates ran their own food supplies, accommodation, order and 
cleanliness in the camp. The inmates who were free could not only move freely 
about the camp and in the town of Jasenovac, but they could also go without 
guards on official trips to procure goods throughout Croatia. The partially free 
inmates could move about in the camp and the town of Jasenovac where they 
usually went in order to procure goods or take over merchandise. The ordinary 
inmates could move about in the camp in daytime on condition that they did not 
approach the wired fence from nearer than 5 metres ... 


The free inmates did not live inside the camp but in the village of Jasenovac in 
private homes and they could also bring their families with them. Therefore, they 
could live freely with their families in Jasenovac. Unfortunately this refers only to 
Jew(s). 


Inmates in groups have special group food which is good and tasty and they 
receive one whole loaf of bread of 900 grams per day.! 


In his attempts to minimise the number of victims in Jasenovac, Tudman also 
resorted to monstrous fictions. He also invented ‘the historical truth’ that from 1945 to 
1947, the Communists ‘kept Jasenovac open’ to kill captured UstaSe there. He offered 
not a single piece of evidence to support his claim.** 

Tudman also wrote: 


In the mid-Eighties, world Jewry still has the need to recall its ‘holocaust’ even by 
trying to prevent the election of the former UN Secretary General Kurt Waldheim 
as President of Austria! And for this there was certainly no reasonable excuse 
because he in the Second World War (in a minor officer’s rank of the German 
Army) was neither a war criminal nor could he make any decisions on the 
execution of such orders.‘ 


Tudman’s books, from Rat protiv rata (War against War) (1957), that contributed 
to his prison sentence for reviving Fascism and national intolerance, to Bespuca 
povijesne zbiljnosti, written to minimise the Genocide and to mock innocent victims, 
have been described as the product of one who was not an objective historian. 
Cedomil Huber has critically examined Tudman’s allegations against Jews in 
Jasenovac.® 

During his official visit to Buenos Aires, Tudman paid a visit to one of the former 
commandants of the Jasenovac camp, Dinko Sakié, a war criminal, and paid tribute to 
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him for everything that he had done.! 

Tudman also named at least two former UstaSa officials to government posts. As 
ambassador to Argentina, he nominated Ivo Rojnica, who was UstaS8a commander in 
Dubrovnik. Rojnica had signed a decree in June 1941: 


All Jews and Serbs are forbidden to walk in the streets 
A Croatian newspaper reported that when in Argentina, Rojnica said: 
Everything I did in 1941 I would do again. 
Tudman’s Political Career 


Misha Glenny is a British journalist who specialises in south-eastern Europe and 
global organised crime. He said of Tudman: 


Tudman almost certainly did not care that he was a monster because, unlike 
MiloSevi¢, he was our monster. 


By the 1980s, Croatian nationalists in exile, with Franjo Tudman as their champion 
back home, had been plotting for decades to revive the Roman Catholic Independent 
State of Croatia of World War II. 

During visits in the summers of 1987 to 1989, Tudman held key meetings near 
Toronto with a group of far right Herzegovina exiles headed by the Franciscan friar’ 
Llubo Krasié and pizza magnate Gojko SuSak. There, it was decided that: 


the future Croatia must be an independent state; 


Croatia’s Serbs should be reduced to minority status with a view to expelling 
them in the event of conflict with Serbia; 


the struggle in Croatia should be pursued against the Serbs as the main enemy; 
and 


the policy toward Bosnia-Herzegovina must be conducted so as to include 
western Herzegovina in the Croatian state.° 


Internal tensions that had broken up the Communist party of Yugoslavia prompted 
the governments of the federal republics to call for the first free multi-party elections 
after 1945. 

In 1990, the Croatian parliament accepted a new Croatian constitution, and Croatia 
was defined as a sovereign state. The HDZ triumphed with around 60% of seats in the 
Croatian Parliament, then Tudman was elected the first president of Croatia. 

At the first convention of the HDZ on 26 February 1990, Tudman, in the presence 
of more than 100 UstaSa war criminals who had escaped the law courts and fled to 
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international havens after World War II, said: 


The Independent State of Croatia [NDH] was not only a mere Quisling creation, 
but also an expression of the historical aspirations of the Croatian people for an 
independent state of their own and recognition of international factors — the 
government of Hitler’s Germany in this case.!7 


Tudman made it clear to every member of his party that it was necessary to 
establish an ethnically pure Croatia by forceful Croatisation of the territories: 


Demographic problems must be resolved by the army. One must proceed from the 
fact that the army may be the most effective means for finding a solution to the 
state’s domestic necessities. Taking into consideration our situation, such as it is, 
we’ve got the liberation of occupied territories [to deal with] and we have such 
necessities that it is precisely the army that is the most effective component in state 
policy for finding a solution to the demographic situation in Croatia. Croatiandom 
must be strengthened in Istria ... We did not create the Republic of Herceg-Bosna? 
and the HVO (Hrvatsko vijece obrane) (Croatian Defence Council) by accident.4 


Memories of UstaSe massacres of Serbs in the NDH were vivid. Naturally, 
therefore, the Serbs of Croatia were alarmed at the sight of UstaSe exiles returning 
triumphantly to a Croatia which rapidly restored the symbols of the evil 1941 state — 
namely, the red and white chequerboard Sahovnica, which to Serbs was the equivalent 
of the Nazi swastika. Such symbolic gestures were followed by more concrete 
measures, notably the dismissal of Serb employees from civil service positions, and 
outright attacks on persons and property by uncontrolled gangs of provocateurs 
deliberately reviving the 1941 campaign to rid Croatia of its Serb population.> 

There followed a few constitutional changes, which included the refusal to endorse 
the Serbs’ place in the Croatian constitution. This inflamed anti-Serb opinion in Croatia, 
resulting in many Serbs being purged from their jobs in the police, security forces, the 
media and factories.° 

Tudman rebuffed attempts to obtain guarantees of rights for the Serbs. 

However, even before Croatia became independent, the Croatian Minister of 
Internal Affairs, Martin Spegelj, advised his colleagues: 


We are in the war with the Army. Should anything happen, kill them all in the 
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streets, in their homes, through hand grenades, fire pistols into their bellies, women, 
children ... We will deal with [the Serb town of] Knin by butchering,! 


There was also a successful plebiscite on the independence of Slovenia in 1990. 

In March 1991, Croatian president Franjo Tudman and Serbian president Slobodan 
MiloSevi¢é had a series of discussions that became known as the Karadordevo 
agreement or Karadordevo meeting. They involved the redistribution of territories in 
the ex-Yugoslav republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina between Croatia and Serbia, in 
the way that territories with either Croatian or Serbian majority (or plurality) would be 
annexed? Tudman made no secret of his intention: integrating south-western 
Herzegovina, with its overwhelming Croatian Catholic population, was an essential 
component of his long-range plans for Greater Croatia.* 

Slovenia and Croatia declared independence. 

Bosanska Krajina became an autonomous region in Bosnia. 

Tudman’s government secretly carried out a huge illegal arms-smuggling operation 
to transform the new police force — the “Croatian National Guard’ — into the army of 
the new independent Croatian state.° 


The Gospi¢ Massacre and the Pakrac Murders 


Gospi¢ is a town in the Lika river valley in south-western Croatia on the western 
fringes of the Krajina. Serbs constituted over half the town’s population of 15,000. In 
September 1991, over 120 Gospic¢ Serbs, including prominent professors and judges, 
were abducted and murdered, and their bodies destroyed or hidden.® According to 
Croatian human rights activists, this was the first major massacre of civilians in the 
Yugoslav civil wars. It was the first post-War massacre carried out by Croatians as a 
deliberate act of ethnic cleansing. It was designed to frighten the Serb population of 
Croatia into fleeing. 

The Gospié massacre was ignored by the world’s media.’ However, in 1997, Miro 
Bajramovic¢, a disgruntled former policeman, decided to reveal all. He reported that his 
paramilitary unit was sent to Gospi¢ in September 1991 with orders from the Croatian 
Interior Ministry to spread terror among the region’s 9000 Serbs. These paramilitaries 
were commanded by Tomislav Meréep, a notorious member of Tudman’s nationalist 
party. Bajramovic told the Split-based opposition weekly Feral Tribune (which billed 
itselfas a ‘weekly magazine for Croatian anarchists, protesters and heretics’): 


The order for Gospié was to perform ethnic cleansing, so we killed directors of 
post offices and hospitals, restaurant owners and many other Serbs. Executions 


' http://pajamasmedia.com/phyllischesler/2008/07/23/dr-karadzic-i-presume-the-monster-as-healer/ (2009) 

? During World War II, the UstaSe had a song ‘Mi UstaSe ne pijemo vina, Nego krvni Srbina iz Knina’ — ‘We 
UstaSe do not drink wine, But the blood of Serbs of Knin’. 

3 Wikipedia ‘Karadordevo agreement’ (2016) 

4 Johnstone, Diana. Fools’ Crusade: Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions. p42 

> Tbid. p23 

© See, for example: Wikipedia ‘Gospié massacre’ (2016) 
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were performed by shooting at point-blank range. We did not have much time. The 
orders from our headquarters were to reduce the percentage of Serbs in Gospi¢.! 


Hundreds of ethnic Serbs, as well as Croats who opposed the nationalist movement, 
were executed and buried in mass graves around Gospi¢ by the Croatian army, 
paramilitary groups and the police. 

Meréep’s death squad was famous in Croatia. This gang of killers was called the 
‘Croatian knights’ by an admiring public. Nine years later, the Association of 
Independent Media (AIM) reported: 


In early October 1991, Tomislav Meréep’s death squad descended on the Pakrac 
Valley ... entrusted with the task of exterminating the Serbs in the Pakrac region. 


Serbs were taken from their homes, tortured, and then killed. Members of 
‘Meréep’s gang’ were untouchable so long as Tudman remained in power. The Feral 
Tribune was ordered by a court to pay Meréep a large sum for ‘anguish’ sustained by a 
detailed report of Pakrac crimes published in mid-1995. Only after Tudman’s death 
was an inquiry opened — setting off savage demonstrations by Croatian nationalists 
protesting ‘defamation of the Patriotic War’. Later, three former Croatian soldiers 
reported that ‘the orders to carry out these killings came to us from the Ministry of 
Defence’. On 28 August 2000, Milan Levar, one of the three, was murdered by an 
explosion in the front yard of his Gospi¢ home.” 


The Re-establishment of the Fascist Catholic Independent State of Croatia 


In 1991, following a referendum, Tudman’s proclaimed the Croatian declaration of 
independence. He was re-elected twice and remained in power until his death in 1999. 

Tudman and his party all but formally rehabilitated the fascist Roman Catholic 
Independent State of Croatia (NDH) of World War II. They harassed and campaigned 
against Serbs on the eve of the Yugoslav wars. 

The newspaper Dela in Ljubljana published an article in 1994 about the origins of 
the 1990s war in Croatia: 


Tudman’s policies provoked fear of Greater Serbian aspirations with the intention 
of concealing his own imperialistic ambitions. He provoked fear of Yugoslavia and 
Yugoslav ambitions. He provoked fear of Yugoslavia and Yugoslav unity in order 
to conceal his own Croatocentric disposition and his exclusive concept of 
Croatiandom. He emphasized the primitivism of Orthodoxy in order to conceal his 
own genuine Roman Catholic clericalism. He spread fear with the [alleged] 
expansion of an ‘unnatural’ Communist movement in order to mask the totalitarian 
meaning of his own government. 


He relied on an ideology of endangerment in order to silence an ideology of class, 
thereby exterminating and destroying the meaning of his own political-economic 


' Johnstone, Diana. Fools’ Crusade: Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions. p29 
2 Tbid. pp30-31 
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regime, which is built on the premise of a ‘Croatian ideology.”! 


Tudman also initiated a process of privatisation with disastrous results: Croatia 
soon became a den of nepotism and favouritism, unemployment rose dramatically, and 
the GDP and other economic indicators were showing negative trends. Nevertheless, 
Tudman referred to the ‘Croatian economic miracle’. 

The Hague Criminal Tribunal was preparing a war crimes indictment against 
Franjo Tudman for ‘Operation Flash’ (reported in the next chapter). Had he lived 
longer, he would have faced war crimes charges. A senior Tribunal prosecutor said that 
‘There would have been sufficient evidence to indict president Tudman had he still 
been alive.’ Tudman was a key participant in a ‘joint criminal enterprise’ aimed at the 
‘permanent removal of the Serb population from the “Krajina” region by force, fear or 
threat of force, persecution, forced displacement, transfer and deportation, 
appropriation and destruction of property other minority belongings and means.” 

Additionally, Ante Gotovina, a former lieutenant general of the Croatian Army, was 
indicted in 2001 by the Tribunal for a ‘joint criminal enterprise’ during ‘Operation 
Storm’ (also reported in the next chapter).4 He was accused of numerous war crimes 
during Croatia’s brutal ethnic cleansing’ of the Serbian populated region of Krajina in 
late summer of 1995, including the massacre of 150 Serbian civilians in one town and 
the murder of hundreds of other Serbs when Gotovina’s forces overran the Krajina and 
expelled 250,000 Serbs from the region. 

In 2005, the Holy See’s historic connections to Croatian Fascism and war crimes 
again came under scrutiny when the ICTY at The Hague publicly accused the Vatican 
of hiding the suspected Croatian war criminal, General Ante Gotovina. The chief 
prosecutor, Carla del Ponte, stated that Gotovina was believed to be hiding in a Vatican 
monastery and that the Holy See had refused to cooperate with the ICTY. This incident 
recalls the crimes of the Vatican in protecting hundreds of Croatian fascists after World 
War II via the Vatican’s infamous ratlines.° She had been ‘extremely disappointed’ to 
encounter a wall of silence, not only from leading Vatican officials, such as the 
Vatican’s ‘foreign minister’, Archbishop Giovanni Lajolo, who refused to help, 
informing her that the Vatican was not a state and thus had ‘no international 
obligations’ to help the United Nations hunt war criminals.’ There was also no 
response from a direct appeal to Pope Benedict XVI himself.® 
' Trans. Milo Yelesiyevich. Source: Jasenovac Research Institute Quarterly. Vol I. No 3. pp4-5 
2 Wikipedia ‘Franjo Tudman’ (2009) 

3 Ibid. (2009 

4 Ibid. ‘Ante Gotovina’ (2016) 

5 The term ‘ethnic cleansing’ (etnitko ¢i8¢enje) was first introduced in the Independent State of Croatia (NDH) 
under Catholic poglavnik Ante Paveli¢ in the 1940s. 

° BBC News, 20 October 2005. Source: Jasenovac Research Institute Quarterly. Vol 1. No 2. p10 

T Notwithstanding his statements, Giovanni Lajolo served as the Secretary for Relations with States in the 
Secretariat of State, or foreign minister of the Holy See, from 2003 until his appointment as President in 2006. 
He is currently the Cardinal emeritus President of the Pontifical Commission for Vatican City State and 


emeritus President of the Governorate of Vatican City State. 
8 http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/news/2005/09/mil-05092 1 -rferl02.htm (2009) 
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This evasion on the part of the Holy See was similar to that reported in Chapter 14: 


In attempting to evade responsibility, Monsignor Domenico Tardini, head of 
the foreign section of the Vatican Secretariat of State, claimed, typically, that 
the PCA ‘had nothing to do with the Secretariat of State’. The British Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Holy See, Sir D’Arcy 
Osborne, reported that this ‘seemed to imply a waiver of responsibility for the 
commission’s activities. I pointed out to him [Tardini] however that it was a 
Vatican organisation and the instrument of Papal charity, and that consequently 
responsibility for it could not be disavowed’, 


and relates directly to the final summation in Chapter 21. 

del Ponte also asked the Vatican for a repudiation of a recent statement by Mile 
Bogovicé, the bishop of Gospi¢ and Senj, denouncing the tribunal as a ‘political court’ 
seeking to blacken Croatia’s past. Bogovi¢ also called General Gotovina ‘a symbol of 
victory’ because of his role in Operation Storm.! 

Significantly, Gotovina is still regarded by a substantial portion of Croatians as a 
hero.’ A strategic policy magazine recorded that: 


It was clear that Croatia wanted all foreign observers out of the way so that it could 
undertake a further campaign of ethnic cleansing against their own countrymen of 
Serbian origin ... The Croats, we know from independent UN and other testimony, 
took men, women and children from the Serb area which they conquered and 
executed about 1000 of them. Croatian troops were seen holding the severed heads 
of women and children.’ 


When the entire Serb population had been expelled in 1995, Tudman’s regime 
renamed a village in Krajina after Archbishop Stepinac.*° Tudman also rehabilitated 
fascist war criminals and gave them medals.*’ 

Dunja Spajc, who works with Jewish refugees from Bosnia, stated: 


I see all these awful disgusting symbols, the false newspaper articles and the 
streets and squares being renamed. This country is in great poverty, not just 
economically but ethically.® 


Tudman had the strong political and financial support of the Croatian émigré 
community, including direct descendants of the fascist UstaS8a movement. 


' http:/$www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/news/2005/09/mil-05092 | -rferl02.htm (2009) 

2 Wikipedia ‘Ante Gotovina’ (2016) 

3 Editorial in: Defense & Foreign A fairs Strategic Policy. Vol 23. No 4. May 5, 1995. Source: http://pajamas 
media.com/phyllischesler/2008/07/23/dr-karadzic-i-presume-the-monster-as-healer/ (2009) 

4 http://www.holocaustrevealed.org/_domain/holocaustrevealed.org/Yugoslavia/Yugoslavia-Croatia.htm (2008) 

> Stepinac’s involvement in the first Croatian Holocaust is detailed in previous chapters. 

© http://www.fantompowa.net/Flame/yugoslavia_catholic_church.htm (2012) 
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He also enjoyed very effective diplomatic support from ... the Vatican. ! 
Franjo Tudman and Slobodan MiloSevié 


Slobodan MiloSevié was the President of Serbia from 1989 to 1997, and President 
of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia from 1997 to 2000. 

In the introduction to her book, Fools’ Crusade: Yugoslavia, NATO and Western 
Delusions, the political writer Diana Johnstone presents the standard liberal narrative 
of Yugoslavia: 

In Yugoslavia, the Serbs oppressed all the other ethnic groups. 

Slobodan MiloSevic set out to create a ‘Greater Serbia’ by destroying 
Yugoslavia and eliminating other peoples by ethnic cleansing. 

Those other peoples sought to escape, by creating their own independent states; 
but the Yugoslav army, which was actually Serbian, invaded them. 

In Bosnia, the invading Serbs tried to force out the Muslims, who wanted to 
perpetuate a model multi-ethnic society. 

The ethnic cleansing by the Serbs killed 200,000 unarmed Muslims. 

At Srebrenica, the UN allowed the Serbs to commit genocide. 

US bombing forced MiloSevié to come to the negotiating table. The resulting 
agreement brought peace and democracy to multi-ethnic Bosnia. 

In 1998, the US Secretary of State warned that NATO must intervene to keep 
MiloSevi¢ from ‘doing in Kosovo what he could no longer get away with in 
Bosnia’. 

In January 1999, Serbian security forces massacred civilians in the Kosovo 
village of Racak. 

MiloSevi¢ stubbornly refused to negotiate, and therefore NATO had no choice 
but to start bombing Yugoslavia. 

Masses of Albanians were deliberately driven out according to a preconceived 
plan called ‘Operation Horseshoe’. This was a large-scale campaign which 
escalated to ethnic cleansing of Kosovo Albanians by Serbian Police and the 
Yugoslav Army during the Kosovo War. 

MiloSevi¢ acceded, and NATO liberated the Kosovars from their oppressors. 

After presenting this standard version of what took place, Diana Johnstone says: 

Almost everything about this tale is false. 


She also warned that ‘Disproving falsehoods, especially established falsehoods, is a 
hard task.’? Confirmingly, Edward S Herman found that this standard version con- 


' Johnstone, Diana. Fools’ Crusade: Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions. p23 
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stituted ‘a remarkable body of propaganda that dominates thought in the Free World.”! 

In May 1999, during the Kosovo War, Slobodan MiloSevié was indicted by the 
UN’s International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) for crimes 
against humanity in Kosovo. Charges of violating the laws or customs of war, grave 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions in Croatia and Bosnia, and genocide in Bosnia, 
were added a year-and-a-half later. 

During the trial, Professor Dr Marko Atlagi¢é took the witness stand. He was a 
deputy in the Croatian Sabor from 1990 to 1992, representing the Benkovac area. 
Professor Atlagi¢é testified that MiloSevi¢ was not masterminding a joint criminal 
enterprise against Croatia. In fact, it was Franjo Tudman who was pursuing a criminal 
enterprise to destroy Yugoslavia, expel the Serbian population, and conquer parts of 
Bosnia, Serbia, and Montenegro. Tudman had advocated a greater-Croatian ideology 
for quite some time. Atlagi¢ quoted from a book that Tudman had written in 1964. In it, 
Tudman advocated the destruction of Yugoslavia and a return to the borders of the 
NDH.? 

MiloSevi¢ defended himself. The prosecution took two years to present its case in 
the first part of the trial. MiloSevié was found dead of a heart attack on 11 March 2006 
in his prison cell located within the UN war crimes tribunal’s detention centre located 
in The Hague. He was never found guilty. 

The last opinion poll taken in Serbia before MiloSevic’s death listed him as the third 
most favourably rated politician in Serbia behind Serbian Radical Party chairman 
Tomislav Nikoli¢ and Serbian President Boris Tadic. In February 2007, the Inter- 
national Court of Justice cleared Serbia under MiloSevic’s rule of direct responsibility 
for occurrences of crime committed during the Bosnian War. 

In an article entitled Croatian Fascism caused Serbian Unrest in late 80s and early 
90s, Andy Wilcoxson concluded that all the evidence shows that ‘the Krajina-Serbs 
were forced to go to war to defend themselves against a fascist Croatian state that 
made no secret that it was plotting their extermination.’? This is completely contrary to 
the standard liberal narrative of Yugoslavia, above, in which MiloSevi¢ was responsible 
for the war.*> 


Franjo Tudman, Ante Staréevi¢ and Stjepan Mesi¢é 


Ante Staréevi¢ is a well-known Croatian historical figure who opposed the concept 
of Yugoslavia. He founded the Croatian Party of Rights (Hrvatska stranka prava) (HSP) 
in 1861. The HSP instituted an armed terrorist faction, which later became the UstaSa. 

In 1870, he wrote that Serbs were ‘filthy spawn, horrible slaves, people only fit for 
the axe.”° 


' Johnstone, Diana. Fools’ Crusade: Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions. p2 

2 http://www.slobodan-milosevic.org/news/smorg021506.htm (2010) 

3 Tbid. 

4 The following website is also very informative of the ICTY’s propaganda against the Serbs: http://www. 
balkanalysis.com/blog/2006/02/17/hagues-website-uses-controversial-photo-in-subtle-propaganda-bid/ (2012) 

5 Criticisms of the ICTY may be found at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Criminal_Tribunal_ 
for_the former_Yugoslavia#Criticism (2012) 
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Notwithstanding his fascist ideology, Staréevi¢ is widely revered in Croatia. Most 
right wing parties in Croatia claim his politics as their legacy. 

Professor Atlagic¢ testified that fascist provocations began to resurface in Croatia as 
early as 1989 when gangs of Croats roamed the streets calling the names of Ante 
Staréevic and Ante Paveli¢ and saying that Serbs would be hung from the willow 
trees! once Croatia got its independence. These incidents met with no reaction from 
the Croatian authorities.” In fact, during the late 80s and early 90s the Croatian police 
did nothing to stop fascist provocations — the Croatian authorities even joined in. 

Serbs in Croatia were also purged from schools and the police. And, in Croatia, the 
Serbo-Croatian language was renamed the Croatian language. 

On 2 March 1990, Stjepan Mesic¢, a ‘moderate’ Croatian politician who was later 
elected President of Croatia, told a rally ‘When we Croats establish our own state, all 
the Serbs in it will fit under a single umbrella.’ 

Between 1990 and 1992, Tudman’s government burned over 4000 Serbian homes 
in Western Slavonia. And, in March 1991, so similar to the Nazi’s Kristallnacht, 
Croatian fascists destroyed 350 Serb-owned shops and homes in one night in the town 
of Zadar, and also demolished more than 160 Serbian Orthodox churches. 

In 1997, the HDZ government undertook several programmes to refurbish 
Tudman’s tarnished image, especially for Western consumption.’ 


Synopsis 
Franjo Tudman was a Catholic. He and his party all but formally rehabilitated 
the World War II fascist NDH. They harassed and campaigned against Serbs on 
the eve of the Yugoslav wars. Tudman also emphasised the primitivism of 
Orthodoxy in order to conceal his own Catholic clericalism. 


Independent recorders report that Tudman’s secessionist policy ‘was leading 
Yugoslavia into civil war,’ and that he ‘played a leading role in the destruction 
of Yugoslavia’, and in the genocide of the Orthodox Serbs. 


The Judgement 


Tudman died on 10 December 1999. Because of his human rights record, not one 
of the world s leaders attended his funeral. 

In 2002, the ICTY prosecutor Carla del Ponte said in an interview that she would 
have indicted Tudman had he not died in 1999.4 And, Graham Blewitt, a senior 
Tribunal prosecutor, told the AFP wire service: 


There would have been sufficient evidence to indict president Tudman had he 
still been alive. 


'  Usta’e had a song, ‘Srbe na vrbe!’ ‘Hang Serbs from the willow trees’. 


2 http://www.slobodan-milosevic.org/news/smorg021506.htm (2012) 

3 Wikipedia ‘Franjo Tudman’ (2009) 

4 cf. del Ponte, Carla. Madame Prosecutor: Confrontations with Humanity ’s Worst Criminals and the Culture 
of Impunity. p258 
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The Verdict 


In 2011, The Guardian newspaper carried the sensational news of the verdict by 
The Hague of war crimes against two Croatian commanders of the 1990s wars against 
the Serbs. The verdict ‘incriminated the entire Zagreb political leadership of the time 
for waging a campaign of terror, bombing and murder aimed at ridding the country of 
its large Serbian minority ... It represents the most damning verdict on Croatia’s 
conduct of the 1991-95 war in 17 years of investigations by the international war 
crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia ...! 


The result represents a disaster for Croatia and a triumphant vindication for Serbia. 
The Croats have been told that the decisive victory of the war, sealing their 
independent statehood, was a war crime. 


The judges went further than finding two former generals guilty, ruling that the 
regime of the late President Franjo Tudiman planned a campaign of systematic 
violence to empty south-western Croatia of its Serbian minority in order to resettle 
the region with ethnic Croats. 


In keeping with the Catholic Croatian history of post-World War II denial and 
whitewashing, The Guardian reported: 


The current government in Zagreb was stunned by the sweeping verdict. 


‘Having learned that [the tribunal] has found that the Croatian state leadership 
acted in a joint criminal enterprise, I must declare that to the government of 
Croatia this is unacceptable,’ said Jadranka Kosor, the prime minister. ‘Our view 
of the operation is absolutely clear: it was a legitimate military and police action to 
liberate Croatian state territory from occupation.’ 


President Ivo Josipovic described the verdict as ‘shocking’. 


[This was followed by] a nationalist backlash supported by a recalcitrant and 
powerful Catholic church ... 


The judges of The Hague found that the 1990s regime, led by Franjo Tudjman, 
plotted and carried out its policy of shelling, torching and killing to force a Serbian 
exodus. The judges confirmed that: 


Croatian forces committed acts of murder, cruel treatment, inhumane acts, 
destruction, plunder, persecution and deportation. There was a widespread and 
systematic attack directed against this Serb civilian population, [creating] an 
environment in which those present there had no choice but to leave ...7 


November 2000. Source: Wikipedia ‘Franjo Tudman’ (2016). 
http://www.theguardian.com/law/201 1/apr/15/croatian-general-jailed-war-crimes (2016) 

2 Thereby vindicating the findings of Diana Johnstone that everything about the previously standard liberal 
narrative of Yugoslavia was false. 
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Reaction of the Catholic Church — ‘Victimisation’ 


‘Post-War, “Holocaust amnesia set in”. Throughout the 1950s the German bishops 
retreated from the issue of restitution, busying themselves instead with defending Nazi 
perpetrators and ignoring growing anti-Semitism in German society. In the following 
years, the German bishops followed the lead of Pius XII, who had mendaciously stated 
that German Catholics were martyrs and that most Catholics had opposed Nazism. 
They portrayed the Church as victim rather than as bystander and participant, and they 
seldom showed any ability to express sadness or grief over the Jewish tragedy.”! 

Likewise, in the case of the maligned Serbs of Yugoslavia, and similar to the 
statements of John Paul II with respect to the fictitious ‘martyrdom’ of Archbishop 
Alojzije Stepinac, the hierarchy of the Croatian Catholic Church denounced the 
international judicial tribunal, accusing it of deliberately confusing victim and 
aggressor.” 


Conclusion 


The Catholic Church in Croatia continues to fully support war criminal Franjo 
Tudman.? 





' http:/Avww.shc.edu/theolibrary/resources/04German.htm (2014) 

2 http://www.theguardian.com/law/201 1/apr/15/croatian-general-jailed-war-crimes (2016) 

3 Photograph of bust of Tudman — poprsje u Sv. Filipu i Jakovu, Hrvatska. Date 21 July 2012. Source and author: 
Silverije. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported licence. 
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It takes two sides to make war. It only takes one side to make a 
massacre. Al Samawah 


The Post-World War II Formation of Catholic UstaS8a Groups in Yugoslavia and 
Other Countries, and UstaSa International Terrorism 


Since Paveli¢’s death in 1959, the UstaSa movement has been implicated in 
numerous terrorist attacks in Europe, Australia and the United States. 

The many UstaSe who had escaped justice after World War II and had fled to other 
countries formed themselves into groups that became very active in political, religious 
and Croatian matters. They also formed paramilitary units and underground 
organisations in many parts of the world. For example, while Pius XII was still alive, 
an active UstaSa centre was formed in Rome itself. The UstaSe fiercely supported 
Croatian independence, and were helped and protected by the local Catholic 
authorities and clergy of the host countries in which they had taken refuge.! 

This protection was in the form of an umbrella of legislation that could impede the 
arrest or the extradition of war criminals wanted either by Yugoslavia or by the Allied 
war tribunals. This blocking practice was inspired and often successfully carried out by 
Catholic bodies and associated Catholic politicians on a regional and even national 
level. The campaign was particularly effective in Australia, Canada and the USA. The 
Church, having provided a legislative umbrella, then helped the ‘UstaSa refugees’ 
financially, with employment and with a careful integration into their new community.” 

The Croatian Liberation Movement (Hrvatski oslobodila¢ki pokret) (HOP) is a far 
right-wing party originally formed by Croatian emigrants in 1956, and headed by 
former leaders of the NDH, including Ante Paveli¢. Other signatories of HOP’s first 
declaration were Dzaferbeg Kulenovi¢, Vjekoslav Vran¢ic, Ivica Frkovic, Ivan Kordic, 
Stjepan Hefer, Stipe Matijevi¢ and Josip Markovic. All these men escaped both Europe 
and certain death for their war crimes in Yugoslavia.* 

HOP is said to be a non-militant organisation. It was founded in Buenos Aires, and 
has branches in many countries around the world. Particularly active are those in 
Canada, Argentina, and Australia.* 

However, within Croatia some of the Catholic clergy continued to exert themselves 
in the interests of a revived NDH. For example, a group of two theological students 
and seven priests was arrested in Osijek, Northern Croatia, and tried in March 1960. In 
that same year, one of their headquarters, which had been set up in Rome, was 


' Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
massacre of the 20th century. p166 

2 Tbid. pp174-75 

3 See, for example: Wikipedia ‘Chorwacki Ruch Wyzwolenczy’ (2016) 

4 Ibid. 
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transferred to Zagreb. UstaSa documents were found hidden inside the walls of the 
Franciscan monastery there. Franciscan Father Rudi Jerak, who had been recruiting 
members while giving religious instruction, was arrested with fourteen other Catholics 
who were running terrorist organisations ‘with the aim of creating a separate State of 
Croatia.’ This occurred during the pontificate of Pope John XXIII, ‘the father of 
Oecumenism’.! 

Notwithstanding HOP’s claimed non-militant agenda, émigré UstaSe found tolerant 
homes in such democratic countries as Canada, Sweden, West Germany and above all 
Australia. There they created terrorist cells. This was confirmed by Richard West in his 
book Tito and the rise and fall of Yugoslavia.” 

The federal right-wing Liberal Party governments in Australia during the 1960s not 
only welcomed but gave support to these militants. UstaSa soldiers trained with the 
Australian army. The editor of the HOP newspaper Spremnost (Readiness), Fabian 
Lovokovic, who was also a prominent Liberal Party politician, boasted in 1963 that the 
Australian Security Intelligence Organisation ‘does not view the Croatian Liberation 
Movement in an unfavourable light’. 

In 1956, Lovokovic wrote to Ante Pavelic: ‘please accept our greetings and 
remember that you are always in our hearts and minds. No-one should ever challenge 
the correctness of your decisions. We send you greetings and look forward to your 
future work.” 

With this Liberal Party tolerance throughout the 1960s and early 1970s, UstaSa 
groups in Australia carried out bomb attacks on Yugoslav consulates, the Adriatic 
Tourist Agency in Sydney, a bank, and a cinema showing a Yugoslav film, and made 
three separate attempts on the life of a prominent anti-Usta8a Croat. 

In 1965, the UstaSe terrorised fellow Catholics into supporting their activities in 
Australia to such an extent that eventually the Australian Government had to take 
drastic measures against them. The FBI confirmed reports that a Croatian liberation 
movement, under the banner of the Usta8a, was active in Australia.° 

The front page of Spremnost’s January-February 1963 issue declared war on 
Yugoslavia by carrying a story on UstaSa military training under the banner headline: 
‘Danas na Rieci Murray — Sjutra na Drini’ (“Today on the [Australian] Murray River — 
Tomorrow on the Drina [a river in Croatia]’). Accordingly, an Usta8a group from 
Australia attempted to start an uprising in eastern Bosnia, not far from the River 
Drina.° 

In 1970, Vladimir Rolovi¢, the Yugoslav Assistant Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 
visited the federal capital Canberra, and presented an aide-mémoire giving specific 


' Manhattan, Avro. The Vatican’ Holocaust: The sensational account of the most horrifying religious 
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details of UstaSa personnel, organisations and involvement in terrorist actions. Here is 
a brief extract: 


In 1961, a clandestine terroristic organisation under the name of the ‘Croat 
Revolutionary Brotherhood’ was set up in Sydney. The initiator and organiser was 
Srecko Rover, a Yugoslav war criminal, and the implementers of this plan were: 
Jure Maric, Geza Pasti, Ifija Tolic, Josip Oblak, Ilija Zekic. The objective of the 
said organisation is to carry out terroristic subversive actions in the territory of 
Yugoslavia and to attack Yugoslav diplomatic missions and citizens. 


The Australian authorities took no action except to inform the UstaSe of Rolovi¢’s 
information about them. The following year, when Rolovic¢ had become the Yugoslav 
ambassador in Sweden, he was murdered by two young UstaSe who claimed they were 
taking revenge for his mission to Canberra. The murderers of Rolovi¢ were released 
when the UstaSe hijacked and threatened to blow up a plane.! 

When UK’s Prince Philip visited Australia in March 1973, two bombs along the 
route were defused.” 

As late as the mid-1970s, the Usta8a was running secret training camps in Australia 
— to mount terrorist attacks on Tito’s Yugoslavia — with, some believed, a degree of 
official approval and help from the military. The Australian columnist Phillips Adams 
wanted to tell the story in a feature film; until the UstaSe started phoning his family 
with death threats. 

After a bomb attack in West Germany, the Brotherhood of the Cross, a Catholic 
Croatian organisation, which had been founded in 1930, was dissolved in 1964 on 
orders of the German Government — Father Madic Skoko, a Catholic priest, was 
condemned to four years hard labour.* Bomb attacks also occurred in the US. 

The most violent of UstaSa groups, the Croatian Revolutionary Brotherhood 
(Hrvatsko revolucionarno bratstvo) (HRB) was a far right-wing organisation created 
by Croatian emigrants. Its motto was ‘Zivot za Hrvatsku’ (‘Life for Croatia’). The 
HRB was formed in Australia in 1961 and was active in Europe and the USA. The 
founding principle of the HRB was to free Croatia from Yugoslavia, and restore the 
NDH. 

With such a favourable political climate in Australia, the HRB established its world 
headquarters in Australia in 1968 — after it was banned by West Germany.° 

The HRB was active throughout the territories of Yugoslavia in the early and mid- 
1960s. Its aim was to start an uprising in Yugoslavia and to establish a new 
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independent Croatia. This mission failed due to the intervention of UDBA, the 
Yugoslav secret police.! 

Bugojanska skupina (the Bugojno group) was the name of a Croatian paramilitary 
formation that was infiltrated into Yugoslavia on 20 June 1972 to raise a rebellion 
against the Yugoslav government. Most of the fighters and money came from Australia, 
while the armed training was done in Germany. The group was organised by the HRB. 
It was captured by Yugoslav security forces.” 

Between 1962 and 1966, three Yugoslav diplomats were murdered by the UstaSe. 
In 1968 a bombing attack in Belgrade killed one person and wounded eighty five. The 
Yugoslav ambassador to Sweden was assassinated in Stockholm in 1971. 

The Croatian UstaSa was the first terrorist group in the world to threaten to plant 
bombs on aircraft; and the Yugoslav national airline, JAT, was the first to institute 
baggage and body searches. Despite these precautions, in Stockholm in January 1972 
UstaSa agents succeeded in planting a bomb on a JAT DC9, which blew up over 
Czechoslovakia. 

An explosion in a storage locker at New York’s La Guardia airport in December 
1975 which killed 11 people and injured 75 may have been set by the UstaSe. In 
September 1976 four UstaSa agents hijacked an American TWA plane, resulting in the 
death of one police officer. The same year, the Yugoslav embassy in Washington was 
bombed. In 1980 the UstaSe detonated a bomb in the Statue of Liberty in New York. 

These events support the saying ‘God save us from plague, hunger and Croats.’ 

Within contemporary Croatia many Croats continue to view Paveli¢ as a national 
hero. The founding of the NDH on 10 April 1941 is still openly commemorated in 
parts of the country, and Catholic priests still give eulogies to Pavelié.*4 

In the 1970s, the Australian liaison officer of UK’s MI5 security intelligence 
agency described the expatriate Croatian UstaSa ‘revolutionaries’ (HRB, HOP, and the 
like) as ‘thugs and murderers’ .° 

The former Commander of the Central Crime Intelligence Bureau of the (now) 
Australian Federal Police stated in 2008 that: 


The Croatian extremists still run church schools in Australia teaching hatred of the 
Serbs and the virtues of Paveli¢ and the Ustashe. 


In 1999, survivors of World War II atrocities in Croatia and Bosnia filed a class 
action lawsuit against HOP in a Federal Court in San Francisco. Attorney Jonathan 
Levy who represented Serb, Jewish, and Ukrainian plaintiffs said: 


The Croatian Liberation Movement [HOP] is the last functioning Nazi Party from 
Hitler’s time, it is still active in Croatian politics spreading its hatred of Serbs and 
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Jews, in 1999 it called for the death of the few survivors of its reign of terrors ...! 
The Preliminaries to the 1991-1995 War in Yugoslavia 


The constituent six socialist republics that made up Yugoslavia were Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Slovenia, and Serbia. Serbia contained 
two Socialist Autonomous Provinces, Vojvodina and Kosovo, which after 1974 were 
largely equal to the other members of the federation. After an economic and political 
crisis in the 1980s and the rise of nationalism, Yugoslavia broke up along its republics’ 
borders, at first into five countries, leading to the Yugoslav Wars. 

During the 1990s, Croatia gained independence. The introduction of freedom of 
speech enabled public expression of far-right politics. ‘The new mainstream politics 
showed significantly more courtesy to the UstaSe for their desire to make Croatia 
independent, but they were neither rehabilitated nor explicitly banned. At the time, 
Croatia was often accused of ignoring the crimes committed by the World War II-era 
fascist UstaSa regime, and of tolerating the symbols and the activities of individuals 
sympathetic to that regime.’ The antagonism between Croats and Serbs grew, and 
became widespread.” 

25 July 1990 — the newly elected Croatian Parliament changed the constitution of 
the Socialist Republic of Croatia, amending its name, symbols and its top leadership, 
embarking on a path of independence of Croatia. 

1 August — Srpska autonomna oblast Krajina (Serbian Autonomous Oblast of 
Krajina) (SAO Kninska Krajina) was a territory which consisted of majority-Serbian 
municipalities of the Republic of Croatia that declared autonomy in August 1990. It 
was formed as the SAO Kninska Krajina, but, upon inclusion of addition Serb- 
populated areas, changed its name simply to SAO Krajina. In 1991 the SAO Krajina 
declared itself the Republic of Serbian Krajina, and subsequently included the other 
two Serbian SAOs in Croatia, the SAO Western Slavonia and the SAO Eastern 
Slavonia, Baranja and Western Syrmia. 

17 August — the start of the Log Revolution (Balvan revolucija). This was an 
insurrection that started in areas of the Republic of Croatia which were populated 
significantly by ethnic Serbs. A full year of tension, including minor skirmishes, passed 
before these events escalated into the 1991-1995 Croatian War of Independence.* 

22 December —while it was part of socialist Yugoslavia, the Socialist Republic of 
Croatia had its own Constitution under the Constitution of Yugoslavia. Following the 
first multi-party parliamentary elections held in April 1990, the Croatian Parliament 
made various constitutional changes. On 22 December 1990, they rejected the 
communist one-party system and adopted a liberal-democratic Constitution of Croatia 
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as the Republic of Croatia. The document is sometimes known as the Christmas 
Constitution (BoZi¢ni ustav).! 

This fluctuating continuation of the World War II fanatic nationalism and religious 
dogmatism reached its climax in the 1991-1995 War in Yugoslavia. In this, the 
Orthodox Serbs in Croatia were again targeted for extinction. 

This war was engineered and consummated by the Croatian president, Franjo 
Tudman. It involved several sides. 

In 2009, Tudman’s Internal Affairs Minister, Josip Boljkovac, admitted that the 
Croat leadership carried out planned attacks on Croatian Serbs in 1991, in order to start 
a war: 


Tudman wanted the war at any cost, following the concept according to which 
Serbs must disappear from Croatia.’ 


On 9 January 1991, the Presidency of the SFR Yugoslavia decided that all 
paramilitary units be disarmed. Slovenia and Croatia refused to obey. Three months 
later special units of the Croatian Ministry of Internal Affairs (Ministarstvo unutarnjih 
poslova) (MUP) attacked Pakrac.? 

There was no formal declaration of war. It may be said to have commenced on 
1 March with the ‘Pakrac clash’,* and ended on 12 November 1995. 

2 May — the MUP attacked Boro Selo. The Serbs repulsed the attack. Three days 
later, Tudman called for a rebellion against the Serb-controlled JNA.> 

17 June — the Croatian Party of Rights adopted Lipanjska poveltja (the June 
Charter) that insisted on the restoration of the NDH on ‘the whole historic and ethnic 
territory ...’ 

25 June — there was the proclamation in Zagreb of the independence of Croatia. 

1 August — Tudman advised the Croats to be prepared for an all out war. The 
Yugoslav Republic of Croatia, controlled by the HDZ, led by Franjo Tudman and 
Stjepan Mesic¢, launched a secessionist war that led to the destruction of Yugoslavia. 
The HDZ revived symbols and policies of the Croatian UstaSe.° 

19 November — the Croatian committee of Herzeg-Bosnia was created. 

5 December — the Sabor of Croatia recalled Stjepan ‘Stipe’ Mesi¢ from the 
presidency of the SFRY. He said: 


I think I have carried out my task — there is no more Yugoslavia any more.’ 
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The 1991-1995 War 


In Croatia, this 1991 to 1995 war is primarily referred to as the ‘Homeland War’ 
(‘Domovinski rat’. Serbian sources principally refer to the ‘War in Croatia’ (‘Par y 
Xpsartcxoj’). It is also known as the ‘War in Krajina’ (‘Par y Kpajuun’). The ‘Bosnian 
War’ was in many ways a parallel to the Homeland War. 

The war involved several sides. According to numerous judgments of the 
‘International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia’ (ICTY), the conflict 
involved Bosnia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (later Serbia and Montenegro) 
as well as Croatia. Principally, however, it was fought between Croat forces loyal to 
the government of Croatia, which had declared independence from the Socialist 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (SFRY), and the Serb-controlled Yugoslav People’s 
Army (JNA) and local Serb forces, with the JNA ending its combat operations in Croatia 
by 1992. 

A majority of Croats wanted Croatia to leave Yugoslavia and form a sovereign 
country, while many ethnic Serbs living in Croatia, supported by Serbia, opposed the 
secession and wanted Serb-claimed lands to be in a common state with Serbia. Most 
Serbs effectively sought a new Serb state within a Yugoslav federation.'! Accordingly, 
Serb forces established the Republic of Serbian Krajina (Republika Srpska Krajina) 
(RSK) within Croatia. 

Early in this civil war, Tudman sent the Croatian army to occupy south-western 
Herzegovina. Croatian nationalist militia drove the Serb population out of Mostar. The 
ethnically-cleansed Croat territory was proclaimed ‘Herzeg-Bosnia’ on 3 July 1992 
and annexed to Croatia, with Croatian police, flag, currency and postage stamps. 

Millions of dollars of support for Tudman’s ambitions were forthcoming from an 
apparently united Croatian nationalist movement, from the Croatian diaspora, as well 
as from the Vatican. Thus, while officially calling for the termination of the war in 
Yugoslavia, the Holy See, in fact, supported the Catholic Croats. 

An example of John Paul II’s Vatican’s direct action against Orthodoxy is quoted in 
the book of the leading French journalist Jacques Merlino, Les vérités Yougoslaves ne 
sont pas toutes bonnes a dire (Yugoslav truths are not all good to tell): 


The Bank of Vatican sends $1,988,300 through the Institute for the Dissemination 
of Religion for the purchase of arms in Beirut and their delivery to Croatia. 


This claim is supported by the [SSA Special Reports: GIS Special Topical Studies: 
Balkan Strategic Studies, namely, that the above sum was paid by the Vatican Bank 
through the trust of the Institute for the Dissemination of Religion, via the International 
Handel Bank in the Netherlands.’ 
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The former mayor of Osijek, Branimir Glava8,! was a war criminal responsible for 
horrific crimes against the local Serbs. At Glava8’s trial, the Croat media censored 
reports from the testimony of Tudman’s war-time minister of police, Josip Boljkovac, 
and concealed parts of his testimony that charged Croatia with instigating the war. 
Boljkovac told the Frankfurt-based daily paper Vesti: 


During the testimony, GlavaS accused me of persecuting him because he destroyed 
the bridge on [the] river Drava in Osijek [Croatia]. He claimed he had destroyed 
the bridge to protect the town from JNA [Yugoslav National Army] tanks, and I 
responded that, at the time, JNA was a regular army of an internationally 
recognized state, while Croatia, which was not recognized, was part of Yugoslavia. 
Then I explained who started armed conflicts in that part of Slavonia. 


Boljkovac stressed that he was against the war and did not allow Serbs who were 
serving in the police in Croatia to be fired. This, in turn, made him a target for 
assassination by Croat emigration. In an interview carried by several media outlets in 
Serbia, Boljkovac said that it was the Serbs and Yugoslavia who were being attacked 
in 1991; not Croatia: 


Back then, in 1991, Serbs and Yugoslavia were under attack, not Croatia. Gojko 
SuSak, Branimir Glava8 and Vice Vukojevi¢ launched antitank rockets on Borovo 
Selo in order to provoke a war. The bridge in Osijek was destroyed for the same 
reason.” 


Vladislav Jovanovic, Yugoslav Minister of Foreign Affairs from 1991-1995, told 
the Belgrade daily newspaper Glas Javnosti (Voice of the public) that Boljkovac’s 
statement was absolutely correct. His testimony further confirmed what Serbia had 
been remonstrating for nearly two decades, that there was no ‘Serbian aggression’ 
against Croatia; instead, Croatian Serbs were forced to defend themselves from attacks 
by the Croatians.’ 

After the ceasefire of January 1992, and international recognition of the Republic of 
Croatia as a sovereign state, the front lines were entrenched, the United Nations 
Protection Force was deployed, and combat became largely intermittent in the 
following three years. During that time the RSK (Republika Srpska Krajina) 
encompassed more than a quarter of Croatia. 


' Branimir Glavai is a Croatian right-wing politician with the rank of Major General of the Croatian Army. He 
was one of the crucial Croatian officers in charge of the defence of Osijek during the Croatian war of 
independence. After the war he had an important role in his party, the Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ). In 
2009, he was found guilty of torture and murder of SerbError! Bookmark not defined. civilians in Osijek 
during the war, and was sentenced to 10 years in prison. He fled to Bosnia-Herzegovina, where he was 
arrested. In September 2010, his conviction was upheld by a Bosnian court, though the sentence had been 
reduced to 8 years in prison. On 20 January 2015, after serving five years in prison, he was released from 
prison, after Croatia’s Constitutional Court rescinded his war crimes conviction on procedural grounds. His 
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The Croat-Bosniak War (1992-1994) 


The Croat-Bosniak War was a conflict between the Republic of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and the self-proclaimed Croatian Republic of Herzeg-Bosnia, supported 
by Croatia, which lasted from 18 October 1992 to 23 February 1994. It is often 
referred to as a ‘war within a war’ because it was part of the larger 1991-1995 War. 

In the beginning, Bosniaks (Bosnian Muslims) and Croats fought in an alliance 
against the Yugoslav People’s Army (JNA) and the Army of Republika Srpska (Vojska 
Republike Srpske) (VRS), but by the end of 1992 tensions between them increased. 
The first armed incidents occurred in October 1992 in central Bosnia between local 
Croat and Bosniak forces. Their military alliance held out until early 1993 when their 
cooperation fell apart and the two former allies engaged in open conflict.' 

On 22 January 1993, the Croatian army unexpectedly attacked the territory of the 
Republic of Serb Krajina, which was supposedly under the protection of the United 
Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR).” 

Four days later, the UN Security Council unanimously condemned the invasion by 
the Croatian forces in Krajina, and demanded an immediate withdrawal. 

The Croat-Bosniak War escalated in central Bosnia and soon spread to 
Herzegovina, with most of the fighting taking place in those two regions. The 
Bosniaks were organized in the Army of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(ARBiH), and Croats in the Croatian Defence Council (Hrvatsko vijeée obrane) 
(HVO). The war generally consisted of sporadic conflicts with numerous ceasefires. 
However, it was not an all-out war between the Bosniaks and Croats and they 
remained allied in other regions. Several peace plans were proposed by the 
international community during the war, but each of them failed. On 23 February 1994 
a ceasefire was reached and an agreement ending the hostilities was signed on 18 
March 1994 by which time the HVO had lost half of its controlled territory. 

The agreement led to the establishment of the Croat-Bosniak Federation and joint 
operations against the Serb forces, which helped alter the military balance, and thus to 
bring the 1991 to 1995 War to an end* in favour of Croatia after had launched two 
major offensives known as ‘Operation Flash’ and ‘Operation Storm’. 


Operation Flash (Operacija Bljesak) — an Ethnic and Roman Catholic Offensive 


On | May 1995, during Operation Flash, the Croatian Army attacked and overran 
the UN Protected Area Sector West (the Serbian majority region of Western Slavonija) 
killing over 3300 Serbian civilians of the Republika Srpska Krajina. They demolished 
Serbian houses, looted homes, and ethnically cleansed over 20,000, who fled to Bosnia 
and Serbia. UN peacekeepers stood idly by. Additionally, the Croats shelled a refugee 
column of 2000 near Nova Varos. 
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All the bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church were expelled and their homes 
were destroyed. The remaining Orthodox churches were looted, damaged, or 
destroyed. The Orthodox Church of St Demetrius in Okucani, which was built in 1751, 
was severely damaged and ransacked. St Demetrius was first demolished in 1942 by 
the Croatians, was rebuilt in 1969, but had again been damaged in 1991 by Croat 
Army troops. The St John the Baptist Church, built in 1775, was previously destroyed 
and burned in 1941 by Croat troops, was rebuilt in 1984, only to be again destroyed in 
1995. The Slavonian Eparchy, founded in the sixteenth century, was completely 
destroyed.! The Jasenovac Memorial Museum and Centre was looted, desecrated, and 
heavily damaged.” 

The offensive was seen as a precursor for the larger and more ambitious 
‘Operation Storm’. In launching it, the Croat government of Tudman grossly and 
flagrantly violated UN Security Council Resolutions protecting the human rights of the 
Serbian population of the UN Protected Area. 


Operation Storm (Operacija Oluja) — a More Vigorous Ethnic and Roman 
Catholic Offensive 


In August 1995, a large-scale military offensive was carried out by Croatia that 
ethnically cleansed some 250,000 Serbs living in areas of central Croatia; this 
offensive destroyed the Republic of Serbian Krajina. It was modelled on the Nazi’s 
blitzkrieg strategy — being launched with the bombardment of Knin with 10,000 
shells.> The offensive resulted in the death of an unknown number of civilians, many 
of them elderly, and the expulsion of virtually the entire Serb population. Croatian 
troops also entered Grubori and killed everyone they found. UN spokesman Chris 
Gunness stated that the goal of the Croat offensive was part of a systematic and 
planned strategy to terrorise Serbian civilians to force them to flee their homes in 
Krajina.‘ 

The Croats systematically destroyed and plundered Serbian dwellings, industrial 
facilities, hospitals, schools, churches, and historical monuments. Orthodox 
monasteries and 43 of Christ’s Orthodox churches in the Bukovice and Ravni Kotari 
regions were destroyed. The Serbian Orthodox Patriarchate in Belgrade reported that 
100 of the 156 Orthodox churches in Croatia had been destroyed. In this manner, the 
Orthodox Serbian presence in Krajina and Croatia was ‘eliminated without trace’.* 
This is clear evidence that this was a religious war instigated and conducted by Roman 
Catholics against Orthodox Serbs. 

The modes of killing were reminiscent of the atrocities carried out by the Croatians 
against Serbs, Jews and Roma in the NDH during World War II. Monitors from the 


' Savich, Carl. Jasenovac: The Historical Legacy? The 1995 Ethnic Cleansing and Genocide of Krajina Serbs. 
http://www.serbianna.com/columns/savich/008.shtml (2010) 

2 Ibid. 

3 Tid. 

4 Ibid. 

> Tbid. 


Ustasa, 1991-1995 War, Ethnic Cleansing 295 


European Union reported that evidence of atrocities continued to emerge. Many 
victims had been shot in the back of the head or had their throats slit,! others had been 
mutilated.” The suffering of Serbs began again: 


In many villages with mixed population Croats and Muslims brutally massacred 
their long-time Orthodox neighbours and relatives. In the villages occupied or, on 
the contrary, given up by the Croatian or Moslem troops, [the] civilian Serbian 
population was often totally massacred. Cleaved skulls, gouged out eyes, 
disembowelled bodies, cut off ears, bodies burned by a blowlamp ...* forty child- 
martyrs were tortured to death in Vukovar, on the eve of its liberation by the 
Serbian National Army.° 


From 1991 to 1995, over 650,000 Serbs were ethnically cleansed from Croatia. 
Helsinki Human Rights Watch reported that over 10,000 Serbian houses were 
destroyed in Croatia in a planned and systematic campaign, called a ‘dynamite 
campaign’. In some cases, the Croats dynamited homes with the families inside. 
Whole families were killed, and many were wounded.° Many people consider that the 
Croats carried out war crimes by ethnically cleansing the majority of the Serb 
population of Krajina.’ Senior Croatian commanders were later indicted for war 
crimes that were committed during and immediately after the operation.® 

An ICTY trial charged Jadranko Prli¢, Bruno Stoji¢é, Slobodan Praljak, Milivoj 
Petkovi¢c, Valentin Cori¢é, and Berislav PuSic with being part of a joint criminal 
enterprise from November 1991 to April 1994 to ethnically cleanse non-Croats from 
certain areas of Bosnia and Herzegovina. ° 

Days after Croatia’s victory over the Krajina Serbs, Franjo Tudman confirmed that 
the Serbs had: 


Disappeared ignominiously, as if they had never populated the land.!°!! 


The remaining ‘United Nations Transitional Authority for Eastern Slavonia, 
Baranja and Western Sirmium’ zone was peacefully integrated into Croatia by 1998. 


' This popular method of killing by the UstaSe in World War II is examined in Chapter 4. 
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During the final days of the war in 1995, more than 120,000 Serbs, and perhaps as 
many as 200,000, fled the country before the arrival of Croatian forces during 
‘Operation Storm’. Within a decade following the end of the war, only 117,000 Serb 
refugees returned out of 300,000 displaced during the entire war. Most of Croatia’s 
remaining Serbs never lived in areas occupied in the Croatian War of Independence. 
As of 2012, Serbs had been only partially re-settled in the regions they previously 
inhabited, while some of the settlements previously inhabited by Serbs were settled by 
Croat refugees from Bosnia and Herzegovina, but mostly from Republika Srpska.! 

Throughout the war, totally ignoring the genocide of the Orthodox Christians, 
busloads of international Catholic pilgrims converged on the Herzeg-Bosnia village of 
Medjugorje, to visit the scene of contemporary ‘visions of the Virgin Mary’. There, a 
flourishing tourist economy was skilfully stage-managed by the local Franciscans.”+ 

In 2011, Croatia was inhabited mostly by Croats (89.6%), while Serbs account for 
only 4.5% of the population. Roman Catholicism (87%) was the main religion in 
Croatia, and Orthodox Christianity was claimed by 4.4% of the population.* 
Accordingly, the declared religious goal by the Latin Church of the elimination of 
Serbian Orthodoxy in Croatia has been achieved.° 

Activities of the Catholic Church and Croatians since the 1991-1995 War continue 
to emphasise the religious bigotry of the Republic of Croatia (Republika Hrvatska). 

Croatian War Crimes during the 1991-1995 War 
Celebi¢i Prison Camp 

Celebidi Prison Camp was located in Celebi¢i, a village in the central Bosnian 
municipality of Konjic. It was used by several units of the Bosnian Ministry of the 
Interior (Ministarstvo unutarnjih poslova) (MUP), Croatian Defence Council 
(Hrvatsko vijece obrane) (HVO) and later the Bosnian Territorial Defence Forces 
(Teritorijalna odbrana (TO). Their military operations resulted in the arrest of many 
members of the Orthodox Serb population and it was ‘thus necessary to create a 
facility where they could be imprisoned, beaten, raped, murdered’.° 

The camp, operational in 1992, was used to detain 700 Bosnian Serb prisoners of 
war arrested during military operations. Detainees at the camp were subjected to 
torture, sexual assaults, beatings and otherwise cruel and inhuman treatment. Some 
prisoners were either shot or beaten to death. 

According to human rights investigators, the prisoners were housed under atrocious 
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conditions. Survivors said soldiers entered the base at night and beat prisoners with 
clubs, rifle butts, wooden planks, shovels and pieces of cable. 

Zdravko Mucic¢ (an ethnic Croat), commander of the prison camp, was found guilty 
of torture by the ICTY.! 


Gabela Camp 


Gabela Camp was a prison camp run by the Croatian Community of Herzeg- 
Bosnia and Croatian Defence Council in Gabela. Its prisoners consisted of Bosniaks 
and Serbs. 

“Outside observers were not allowed to visit Gabela until August 1993. At this time 
the ICRC registered 1,100 inmates.” 

The prisoners were starved, and tortured by being forced to lie on their stomachs, 
then being brutally beaten. Some had their fingers broken by clamps. 

After an indictment was issued against the former manager of the Gabela camp, 
Bo&ko Previ8si¢, he fled from justice. His deputy, Nikola Andrun was sentenced by the 
State Court in Sarajevo to 13 years in prison for crimes against civilians in 1993. 


Dretelj Camp 


Dretel] Camp was a prison camp run by Hrvatske obrambene snage (HOS) the 
Croatian Defence Forces — the military arm of the Croatian Party of Rights (HSP) from 
1991 to 1992 — and later by the Croatian Defence Council (HVO). After 1992, the 
HOS was absorbed by the Croatian Army. 

The camp was primarily a concrete complex of six warehouses and two tunnels 
that were dug into the hillsides. Each warehouse was roughly 200 square metres, into 
which the Bosnian Croats could fit anywhere between 400 to 700 prisoners. 

During 1992 the HOS detained mostly Serb civilians, who were held in inhumane 
conditions, while female detainees were raped. 

Conditions at Dretelj prison were harsh and unhealthy, due to overcrowding, bad 
ventilation, insufficient bedding, and inadequate sanitary facilities. The detainees were 
given insufficient food and water and often made to eat under cruel and humiliating 
circumstances. 

Detainees were also subject to beatings and cruel treatment, including mental abuse. 
Bosniak detainees held in the isolation cell were particularly brutalised. 

Several camp personnel were later tried. On 2 March 2012, the Prosecution of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina filed an indictment against, commanders of the Croatian 
Defence Forces or guards at the camp, Ivan Zelenika, Srecko Herceg, Edib Buljubasic, 
Ivan Medié and Marina GrubiSi¢-Fejzi¢ on charges of crimes against humanity.* 


| Wikipedia ‘Celebiéi prison camp’ (2016) 

2 University of West England, Bristol, School of Humanities, Languages and Social Sciences/United Nations, 
(27 May 1994), ‘Final report of the United Nations Commission of Experts established pursuant to security 
council resolution 780’ (1992) 

3 Wikipedia ‘Dretelj camp’ (2016) 

4 Ibid. 
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Heliodrom Camp 

Heliodrom Camp was a detention camp that operated between September 1992 and 
April 1994. It was run by the Military Police of the Croatian Republic of Herzeg- 
Bosnia to detain Bosniaks and other non-Croats and was located at a former military 
facility of the JNA in Rodoé, south of the town of Mostar. 

Conditions at the camp were inhumane, with severe overcrowding, inadequate 
medical and sanitary facilities, insufficient food and water, inadequate ventilation, and 
in the summer, suffocating heat. Detainees often slept on concrete floors with no 
bedding or blankets. On some occasions, HVO guards withheld all food and water. 
HVO soldiers and guards routinely beat detainees, often to the point of 
unconsciousness and severe injuries. 

Detainees were often humiliated in various ways, including being forced to sing 
nationalistic Croatian songs. On 5 July 1993, HVO members fired indiscriminately at 
the building in which the detainees were being held.! 


The Results of Ethnic and Religious Cleansing in Croatia 
In the book Kosovo: The Politics of Delusion, John Sloboda recorded: 


I feel compassion for the people of Serbia, consistently demonized by the 
leadership and the media of the West, and now traumatized and broken by the 
cumulative effect of all that has happened to them and continues to happen as the 
consequences of this tragic misadventure unfold. 


Statistical information reveals the effect of Croatia’s and the Catholic Church’s 
efforts to remove the Serbian Orthodox population of Croatia. For example, the Serbs 
comprised in: 

1868 — 25% of the population of Croatia 

1918 —c. 30% 

1941 —33% at the commencement of the NDH 
1948 — 14.5% after the ethnic cleansing of the NDH 
1981 — 11.5% 

199] — 12.2% 

2001 — 4.5% after the 1991-1995 War 


The latest census ignored refugee Serbs, regardless of their Croatian citizenship, 
and their right of return. 


After this so-called ‘victory of Western democracy’: 


' Wikipedia “Heliodrom camp’ (2016) 
2 Sloboda, John. ‘So Much Expended for so Little Good’, in: Kosovo: The Politics of Delusion. p111 
3 Jaksic, Milan. Politika, 5 December 2005. Source: Jasenovac Research Institute Quarterly. Vol 1. No 3. pp4-5 
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citizens of former Yugoslavia, contrary to all universally recognized human rights, 
are required to produce a document confirming their non-Orthodoxy, in order to 
get to Croatian territory! ! 


Cultural and Religious Genocide, and the Devastation of the Orthodox Church in 
Yugoslavia 


In May 1992, the Council of the Holy Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church 
issued a Memorandum with a tragic ring: 


Today Serbian Christians commemorate the 50th anniversary of their suffering on 
the territory of the notorious Nazist ‘Independent State’ of Croatia, as well as in 
Kosovo and Metohija — by experiencing new suffering ... 


Tens of thousands dead, many more wounded, more than a million of the evicted 
and refugees; destroyed churches, houses, devastated villages and desolate homes. 
With deep sorrow we must state that once again concentration camps are opened 
for Serbs in Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina. For instance, in Sukhopol, near 
Virovitica, Odzhak in Bosanska Posavina; Duvno and Livno, Smil’an in Lika and 
other places. Refugees testify that once again, as in 1941, bottomless pits are 
opened into which innocent Serbs are cast ...” 


the destruction of our churches and our religious centres ... as it recently happened 
in Zagreb (April 1992) where the Metropolitan’s Residence and the Museum of 
Zagreb-Ljubljana Metropolia were blown up ... 


As of yesterday, Serbian people in Croatia, Dalmatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
have ceased to exist!* 


On 12 January 1995, a representative of the Serbian Orthodox Church in Croatia 
stated that about 10,000 Serbian children in public schools were forcibly converted to 
Catholicism; and the government does not permit Orthodox clergy to return to their 
flocks.° 

A series of websites revealing the cultural genocide by Catholic Croats of Serbian 
Orthodoxy is published by the museum of the Serbian Orthodox Church in Belgrade.® 
Many churches, monasteries and other church buildings were desecrated, damaged or 
destroyed by Croatians and Muslims. 

A very small selection of such devastations is presented here: 


Bijela — Church of the Holy Archangels Michael and Gabriel, was demolished by 


' Papacy and Its Struggle Against Orthodoxy, p85. Source: http://ecumenizm.tripod.com/ECUMENIZM/ 
id26.html (2016) 

? Refer to Chapters 3 and 4 for descriptions of the UstaSe’s barbaric practices in this regard. 

3 Papacy and Its Struggle Against Orthodoxy, pp85-86. Source: http://ecumenizm.tripod.com/ECUMENIZM/ 
id26.html (2008) 

4 Ibid. 

> Orthodox Russia, No. 1527. 15/28 January, 1995, p16. Source: http://ecumenizm.tripod.com/ECUMENIZM/ 
id26.html (2008) 

© Museum of the Serbian Orthodox Church, Belgrade, Kralja Petra I No. 5, Serbia. http:/Awww.spe.rs/Genocid/ 
indexe.html (2010) 
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UstaSe during World War II. After being rebuilt, it was set afire outside the zone of 
combat during 1991-1992. Iconostasis, liturgical books and items, registries and 
archives were destroyed. 

Blagaj — Church of Great-martyr Saint George was dynamited and torn down. 


Gornji Petrovci — Church of the Ascension of the Lord suffered serious damage from 
shelling, particularly the roof and bell tower. Sixty icons were stolen. 


Jabuka — Church of the Transfiguration of the Lord was dynamited and completely 
destroyed by the Croatians. The cemetery near the church was also destroyed. 


Jasenovac — Church of the Nativity of St John the Baptist was plundered and 
devastated. The parish home was burned down. 
Marinci — The Church of St George — the roof and bell tower were destroyed. Icons 
were stolen, iconostasis, carving and frescoes were also destroyed. 
Osijek! — Chapel of the Resurrection of the Lord — chapel and Parish Home looted. 
Explosives deliberately set. 
— Church of the Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos — shelled several times; 
pillaged; dynamited twice. 
— Chapel of the Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos — shelled and looted. 


— Cemetery chapel of the Translation of the Relics of Saint Nicholas — looted, 
part of church and art objects and liturgical books destroyed. 

Sarvas — Church of the Birth of Saint John the Baptist was seriously damaged on 
several occasions, and the interior set on fire. New iconostasis, frescoes, liturgical 
objects, vestments and church books were all burnt. 

Vinkovci — Church of the Most Holy Trinity was pillaged, burned and dynamited by 
Croats. The remains of the church were removed — the site is now a parking lot. 

Vukovar? — Chapel dedicated to the Resurrection of the Lord was looted and heavily 
damaged by shelling. The mosaic depicting the Resurrection of Christ was 
seriously damaged. 

— The Church of the Translation of the Relics of Saint Nicholas was dynamited 
and set afire. The top of the bell tower, and the roof and vaulting were all 
destroyed. The interior was completely devastated and burnt. 


— The Church of St Nicholas (Paunovic Family Mausoleum) was mostly 
demolished. The iconostasis, cemetery chapel and caretaker’s house were 
destroyed. 


' Tn the NDH, ‘Tenja’ Concentration Camp at Osijek was opened in June 1942. It contained all the arrested 
3000 Jews who were left in the Osijek and Slavonija region. Inmates were later sent to OSwiecim (Auschwitz) 
to be gassed, and to Jasenovac and Loborgrad camps. Refer to Chapters 4 and 5. 

? Documented evidence has revealed how the Catholic Church collaborated in the annihilation of the Jewish 
communities of the NDH. The town of Vukovar is but an example of what transpired when the UstaSe were 
unleashed, with the support of the Church, to launch a sadistic campaign of murder and torture against Serbs, 
Jews and Gypsies. Refer to Chapters 2 and 3. 
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Summary of the destruction of Orthodox buildings during 1991-95: 
Churches: 367 damaged, 212 destroyed. 
Parish homes and other church buildings: 107 damaged, 111 destroyed. 


The balance sheet of history is mercilessly exact. In the 1992-1995 War in 
Yugoslavia, the Roman Catholics were the aggressors and the winners, and their 
Orthodox Serb victims the victims and the losers. 

With the Serbian population of Krajina and Croatia, Dalmatia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina ‘eliminated without trace’, all that remains is to rewrite the history. It is as 
if there the Serbian population and the Orthodox Church never even existed.' 


The Jasenovac Memorial 


Under Franjo Tudman the Jasenovac Concentration Camp was levelled to the 
ground, all documents were destroyed, and it was declared a ‘bird sanctuary’.* 
Tudman then made it a joint burial place for both victims and their murderers,? by 
putting the two implacable sides ‘to rest ... by mixing the bones of the deceased 
[victims]’ along with the criminals who murdered them. That is, a common grave and 
memorial to thereby mitigate what actually took place there. 

The Holy Synod of the Serbian Orthodox Church stated that it ‘heartily supports all 
efforts to stop the truly monstrous plan of creating a combined memorial to the victims 
of the martyrdom at Jasenovac and their executioners who now lie in Bleiburg.’ 

John Pomfret, in the March 10, 1996 issue of The Washington Post, stated that: 


the exhumation of the remains of the Croat fascist soldiers elsewhere and their 
reburial at Jasenovac would make this the only place in Europe where the victims 
of a World War II concentration camp are interred with soldiers of the army that 
rounded up and killed them.4 


Thanks to these and other energetic protests from the international community and 
democratic domestic public opinion, this monstrous project collapsed.° 

All of this was accompanied by an increased publishing activity that tried to revise 
downward or deny the magnitude of the crimes committed in the Independent State of 
Croatia. Significantly, Tudman severely denigrated the memory of the Jasenovac 
Camp by stating that barely 40,000 citizens were liquidated there according to his own 
eye-witness confirmations. By contrast, the Yad Vashem center claims that 
approximately 600,000 victims of all ethnicities were killed at Jasenovac. 

On 27 November 2006, the Croatian government’s exhibition at the Jasenovac 


' See, for example: Savich, Carl. Jasenovac: The Historical Legacy? The 1995 Ethnic Cleansing and 
Genocide of Krajina Serbs. hittp://www.serbianna.com/columns/savich/008.shtml (2016) 

2 http://www. liberalslikechrist.org/Catholic/CroatianHolocaust.html (2009) 

3 Najfeld, Eta. ‘My Eyewitness Account of the Persecution of Serbs and Jews in Croatia, 1941-1945’, in: 
Jasenovac and the Holocaust: Analyses and Survivor Testimonies. p133 

4 hhttp://www.serbianna.com/columns/savich/008.shtml (2016) 

> Jasenovac Research Institute Quarterly (2005) Vol I. No 1. p5 
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death camp complex was opened. The exhibition has been criticised for its biased 
presentation of the facts. A survivor of the death camps, Ms Smilja Ti8ma of Belgrade, 
the President of the ‘Organization of Survivors’, has recorded how her family was 
eliminated by the UstaSe, and the village where she lived as a child is no more. Of the 
new Jasenovac exhibition it has been claimed that: 


The exhibits at the ‘museum’ are inaccessible and incomprehensible. 


The exhibition falsely reduces the number of people murdered at Jasenovac, 
and trivialises the genocide of the Serbs. 


The exhibition does not name a single UstaSa leader. 
It does not display the UstaSe’s horrific murder weapons. 


It does not display evidence of the key role of the Roman Catholic Church in 
the atrocities. 


Like the UstaSe before them, the exhibition’s creators falsely portray Jasenovac 
as a ‘labour camp.’ 


The Museum committee contacted and made plans with the Organization of 
Survivors, then snubbed them. 


The survivors were ignored and abused at the opening ceremony. 


The exhibition claims to be focused on the victims as individuals, but in fact 
their names are unreadable. 


The exhibition minimises the Croatian Genocide by claiming that most 
Croatian death camps were not part of the Jasenovac system.! 


John Paul II and the Catholic Church Supported Tudman and Honour the 
Genocides 


Catholic Croatia was an obsession with Pope John Paul II: 


In 1991, Pope John Paul II became the first to recognize Croatia as an independent 
state. Committed at a time when tensions were high and dialogue was called for, 
this act was needlessly reckless. It gave great prestige and legitimacy to the cause 
of Catholic Croatia, which the Pope championed for his own narrow religious 
goals. His recognition helped spark a tragic civil war that resulted in the deaths of 
thousands of Serbs and Croats. The premature and irresponsible recognition 
foreshadowed the carnage, killing, displacement and suffering in the former 
Yugoslavia. 


‘Tam not a pacifist,’ said John Paul II in 1991, in the context of the first Gulf War. 
A few years later, bolstered by his ‘just war’ rhetoric, he demanded of Bill Clinton 
and NATO to intervene in the Bosnian conflict, when Roman Catholic Croatian 
troops were being militarily defeated by Bosnian Muslim troops. Using the 
rationale that ‘the aggressor must be disarmed,’ the Pope also incited the US to 


' More information is provided at http://emperors-clothes.com/interviews/tisma.htm (2016) 
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intervene militarily against the Bosnian Serbs to prevent the military defeat of 
Roman Catholic Croats in Bosnia. Of course, he has always veiled this intent 
behind the theology of the ‘duty’ of the international community to intervene in 
cases of perceived genocide. 

However, at the same time that he sought to protect the rights of Catholic Croats, 
Pope John Paul II was indifferent to the plight of the Serbian Orthodox population 
of Krajina. All he wanted was to recognize Croatia, a Roman Catholic state that 
worshipped the Vatican. He abjured negotiation, compromise, reconciliation. He 
was silent when Roman Catholic Croat troops, with NATO and US help, 
ethnically cleansed over 350,000 Krajina Serbs in 1995. This was the largest 
single act of ethnic cleansing during the Balkan conflict. The peace-loving Pope 
showed that he was a hypocrite.! 


Pope John Paul II never criticised nor condemned Franjo Tudman. In fact, he 
visited Croatia in 1994 during the civil war, thereby giving moral and spiritual support 
to the Tudman regime in its efforts to ethnically cleanse the Krajina Serbs. ‘He had no 
sympathy for their rights or aspirations. All he ever cared about was the expansion of 
Roman Catholicism.’?7 

On 28 December 1996, two Roman Catholic churches, one in the city of Split and 
one in Zagreb, celebrated Mass in memory of Ante Paveli¢. The Dominican friar who 
led the service spoke of the political merits of the fascist leader, but made no mention 
of the thousands murdered in Croatia during Paveli¢’s tenure.* 


Conclusion — Cultural and Religious Genocide, and the Devastation of the 
Orthodox Church in Yugoslavia 


In May 1992, the Council of the Holy Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church 
issued a Memorandum with a tragic ring: 


As of yesterday, Serbian people in Croatia, Dalmatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
have ceased to exist! 


In January 1995, a representative of the Serbian Orthodox Church in Croatia stated 
that about 10,000 Serbian children in public schools were forcibly converted to 
Roman Catholicism; and Orthodox clergy are not permitted to return to their flocks. 

With the Serbian population of Krajina and Croatia, Dalmatia, Bosnia and 


1 Savich, Carl. Another Side of the Pope: John Paul II's Balkan Legacy. http://www.orthodoxchristianity.net/ 
forum/index.php?topic=592 1.0 (2016) 

2 Ibid. 

3 For additional information about the dark side of John Paul II himself, see ‘Yallop, David. The Power and 
The Glory: Inside the Dark Heart of John Paul II's Vatican. 

4 Jewish Telegraphic Agency, January 24, 1997. Source: http://www.srpska-mreza.com/Croatia/Sakic/ 
relate5.htm (2009) 
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Herzegovina ‘eliminated without trace’ by the Catholics, all that remains is to rewrite 
history. It is as if there the Serbian population and the Orthodox Church never existed. 


A Summation — The Role of the Catholic Church in the Croatian Genocides 

The Croatian Genocides, being twentieth-century phenomena, constitute an 
example in the modern world of the Catholic Church’s: 

assisting war criminals in escaping justice; 

callous indifference to, and total absence of remorse for the sufferings which it 
caused; 

ceaseless pursuit of its ambitions for religious dominance; 

chronic involvement in international politics; 

encouraging and praising the formation of the clerico-fascist ‘Corporate State’, 
in which Catholic clergy play a dominant role; 

many hatreds; 

persistent denial of is moral obligations resulting from its involvement in the 
evil; 

persistent habit of propagating the notion of its purity; 

pervasive habit of denying its involvement in its atrocities; 

physical militancy and evilness of its ecclesiastics; 

suppression of information, and continuing mendacity and falsification of the 
facts; 

vilification of those who publicise the facts; and 

whitewashing its involvement in the atrocities. 

In discussing the Croatian Genocide, Professor Barry Lituchy emphasises in his 
The Holocaust Revealed ‘Nowhere is the role of the Vatican more worthy of 
investigation, and nowhere has that role received less attention.”! 

Cutting Edge Ministries, in their website entitled A Travesty of Justice: A History of 
the Roman Catholic Church as It cooperated with Hitler in Croatia, remind their 
readers that God might as well have been speaking of the Catholic Church when he 
said: 


For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips 
have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness. None calleth for justice, 
nor any pleadeth for truth: they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they conceive 
mischief, and bring forth iniquity ... The way of peace they know not; and there is 


' http://holocaustrevealed.org/Church/Vatican_Hiding.htm (2016) 
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no judgement in their goings: they have made them crooked paths: whosoever 
goeth therein shall not know peace. (Isaiah. 59:3-4,8)! 


Thus the Catholic Church, which should exemplify the human face of God, did fail 
to live out its founder’s highest ideals, and did fail to recognise the human face of God 
in the persecuted victims.’ Bigotry and hypocrisy have reigned supreme. 


The Importance of the Croatian Genocide to the Present and the Future 


In the ‘Foreword’ to the book The Smell of Human Flesh: A Witness of the 
Holocaust — Memories of Jasenovac by Cadik I Danon ‘Braco’, Aca Singer’ raises the 
issue of ‘whether it is justifiable to publish these reminiscences, almost six decades 
after the time these tragic events occurred.’ He replies with a categorical ‘Yes’. In 
validation, the International Forum on the Holocaust, held in January 2000 in Stockholm, 
gathered representatives from 41 countries at the highest level, and issued a Declaration: 


The obligation of all of us is to repeat the terrible truth about the Genocide 
contrary to those who negate it.4 


The presentation in this volume of the odious facts of the Catholic Croatian Genocide 
and its aftermath fulfils this obligation. In the words of Diane Frolov and Andrew 
Schneider, ‘It’s no accident that the church and the graveyard stand side by side.’ 


The Selective, Promulgated Sanctity of Human Life 
‘The Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church’ currently teaches that: 


Human life is sacred because from its beginning it involves the creative action of 
God and it remains for ever in a special relationship with the Creator, who is its 
sole end. God alone is the Lord of life from its beginning until its end: no one can 
under any circumstance claim for himself the right directly to destroy an innocent 
human being. 


These fine words are no consolation to the multitude of innocent human beings 
whose lives were destroyed by Catholics during the several genocides in Croatia. 


Catholic ‘Morality’ 


‘Qui tacet consentit’ is part of Catholic moral theology — ‘silence presumes 


' 4 Travesty of Justice: A History of the Roman Catholic Church as It cooperated with Hitler in Croatia. 

http://archive.is/TiEBK (2016) 
See, for example: Christianity and Human Rights: Christians and the Struggle for Global Justice. p4 

3 Aca Singer is a survivor of Auschwitz. He lost 65 members of his family in the Holocaust. He is president of 
the Jewish Association in Serbia. 

4 Danon, Cadik I ‘Braco’. The Smell of Human Flesh: A Witness of the Holocaust — Memories of Jasenovac. 
Source: http://srpska-mreza.com/History/ww2/book/Danon/ (2016) 

> Catechism of the Catholic Church. ‘Life in Christ’, 2258 (2016) Emphasis added. 
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consent’. The continuing absence of condemnation by the Holy See of the Croatian 
atrocities and the destruction of the Orthodox Serbs and their Church, reflects the 
hollow asserted morality of both this centre of political power within the Vatican and 
the papacy — the latter falsely claimed to be ‘the greatest moral power in the history of 
the world’.! 


' After the signing of the Reichskonkordat between the Nazi regime and the Roman Catholic Church in 1933, 
Cardinal von Faulhaber sent a note of congratulations to Hitler: ‘For Germany’s prestige in East and West and 
before the whole world this handshake with the Papacy, the greatest moral power in the history of the world, 
is a feat of immeasurable blessing.’ 


19 — The New Croatia and the Role of the Catholic Church 


We have just enough religion to make us hate, but not enough to make us 
love one another. Jonathan Swift 


The distinguished Slovenian sociologist of religion, Zdenko Roter, Professor of 
sociology and the dean of the Faculty of Sociology, Political Science and Journalism at 
the University of Ljubljana, who has demonstrated sympathies for the Roman Catholic 
Church, expressed concern that some Church leaders might try to turn the new post- 
communist political order into ‘a servant of the Catholic Church.’! There is strong 
evidence that this was exactly what occurred. 

The Catholic Church dominates Croatian institutions and Croatian state Radio. 
Catholic Radio and Radio Maria are huge private stations. The country has concordats 
with both Roman Catholic and Serbian Orthodox churches but the majority of 
financial support goes to the Catholics. All military chaplains are Catholics. 

Human rights groups publicise frequent cases of judicial, employment and housing 
discrimination against Serbs. In the schools, history teaching is grossly pitched in 
favour of Catholicism. The Church has now recovered most of its property seized by 
the communists, but the Orthodox Church is continually frustrated. The Orthodox 
clergy continue to report physical and verbal (‘kill the Serb’) abuse, vandalism and 
arson. The police are averse to take action, and prosecutions are singularly 
unsuccessful.’ 

Dinko Sakié was a commander of the infamous Jasenovac Concentration Camp, 
where he was responsible for mass hangings and mass machine-gunning. He also 
selected inmates to be taken to the ‘Zvonara’, where they were put in solitary, starved 
and tortured. Sakié was part of the panel of the ‘mobile martial-court’ which 
committed investigations under torture at Jasenovac. After the War he escaped justice 
via the Vatican’s ratlines and fled to Argentina. Many years later, he was extradited, 
charged with war crimes, and found guilty by a Croatian court and sentenced to 20 
years in prison. He died in prison hospital in 2008 at the age of 87. 

According to Croatia’s Vecernji List (Evening Paper), Sakié was buried in the 
UstaSa uniform. At the funeral, Dominican priest Fr Vjekoslav Lasi¢, who had held 
numerous masses in the past for Ante Paveli¢, made a speech in which he said that ‘the 
court that indicted Dinko Saki¢ indicted Croatia and Croatians’, and that ‘every Croat 
should be proud of Sakié’s name’.? He also claimed that the NDH formed a base for 
establishing the modern state of Croatia.4 

Israel’s ambassador to Croatia, Shmuel Meirom, harshly criticised the funeral, 
saying that it insulted the memory of those killed in the camp run by Croatia’s Nazi- 


' Ramet, Sabrina Petra. Balkan Babel: Politics, Culture, and Religion in Yugoslavia. p121 

? Gillis, Dr Clive. http://www.ianpaisley.org/article.asp?ArtK ey=serbia2 (2009) 

3 A photograph of Fr Vjekoslav Lasié¢ officiating at the funeral of war criminal Dinko Saki¢ is displayed at: 
http://www. huffingtonpost.com/julia-gorin/catholic-priest-officiate_b_116161.html (2016) 

4 Wikipedia ‘Dinko Sakié’ (2016) 
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allied UstaSa regime. Ambassador Meirom said in a written statement to the state news 
agency HINA: 


I’m convinced that the majority of the Croatian people are shocked by the way the 
funeral of the Jasenovac commander and murderer, dressed in an UstaSa uniform, 
was conducted. At the same time, I strongly condemn the inappropriate words of 
the priest who served at the funeral and said that Sakié was a model for all Croats. 


In a letter addressed to President Stipe Mesi¢, the Simon Wiesenthal Center’s 
Israeli branch director, Efraim Zuroff, stated that the funeral was an ‘outrageous 
display of unrepentant racism, anti-Semitism and xenophobia.’?? 

In recent years, there have been significant manifestations of reactionary politics in 
the Republic of Croatia. Individuals and groups in Croatia that employ far-right politics 
are most often associated with the historical UstaSa movement, hence they have 
connections to Neo-Nazism and neo-Fascism. This association with the UstaSe has 
been called ‘Neo-Ustashism’ by Slavko Goldstein, the Croatian Jewish historian, 
writer and publisher.’ 

Several Croatian newspapers have run articles accusing Simon Wiesenthal of 
conducting a witch hunt, because he sent letters to the Croatian authorities protesting 
the publication of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion’ in Croatia. For months, this 
notorious anti-Semitic tract was on the Croatian best-seller lists. 

The publisher of the Protocols wrote a lengthy anti-Semitic article in a weekly 
newspaper accusing both Wiesenthal and Croatia’s Jews of hypocrisy. The article also 
attacked what it described as the criminal behaviour of the Jews in the Jasenovac 
Concentration Camp. Additionally, the official paper of the Croatian Writers’ 
Association, Hrvatsko Slovo, ran an article accusing the country’s Jews of ingratitude 
toward those Croatians who tried to help them during World War II. It also described 
Simon Wiesenthal as obsessed by a maniacal hatred of Croatia.® 

‘Thompson’ is a Croatian rock band led by Marko Perkovic ‘Thompson’. The 
name originates from the Thompson sub-machine gun. His concerts regularly attract 
far-right crowds. 

‘Thompson’ features annually at the Homeland Victory celebrations in their home 
town of Cavoglave, Croatia. ‘These performances have sustained volatile crowds 
ranging from 60,000 to a record-breaking 100,000 spectators’. ‘It has been widely 


'  http://www.reuters.com/article/us-croatia-israel-funeral-idUSL15787552008073 1 (2016) 
2 http://arirusila.wordpress.com/2008/08/01/ (2009) 
3 See also: Wikipedia ‘Dinko Saki¢’ (2016) 
4 Tbid. ‘Slavko Goldstein’ (2012) 
> The Protocols of the Elders of Zion is one of many titles given to a text purporting to describe a plan for 
achieving global domination by the Jewish people. Although already recognised worldwide as an anti- 
Semitic forgery, it nevertheless quickly became the totem of the European anti-Semitic movement of the 
1920s. It was published and endorsed by the Nazi party, and in 1933 became an official textbook in the Berlin 
school system. 

Jewish Telegraphic Agency, January 24, 1997. Source: http://www.srpska-mreza.com/Croatia/Sakic/relate5. 
htm (2016) 
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alleged that he achieved such large attendances with the support of right-wing political 
organizations who helped rally people to the concerts.’ He has been banned from 
performing in the Netherlands and other states that do not allow the display of Nazi 
symbols and celebration of the Genocide. Nonetheless, his band did perform at the 
Roman Catholic Church of Saints Cyril and Methodius in Manhattan in November 
2007, despite well-reported controversy and criticism from the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center.' 

In 2007 also, Efraim Zuroff reported in the Jerusalem Post that during a 
performance by ‘Thompson’ at Maksimir Stadium, Zagreb, there was a large number 
of UstaSa symbols and fascist salutes among the crowd (which included politicians, 
government officials and celebrities), helping to create an air of discomfort among 
Croatia’s minorities in the region. 

The band has been strongly criticised, particularly from numerous Jewish 
organisations, for its prejudiced lyrics and its fascist and Neo-Nazi overtones.” Zuroff 
claimed that Perkovié gained notoriety two years earlier for having performed a 
modified version of the song, which ‘expressed nostalgia for those two infamous 
Croatian concentration camps in which at least 90,000 innocent Serbs, Jews, Gypsies 
and anti-fascist Croatians were murdered by the Ustashe with nary a Nazi in sight.’”> In 
confirmation, an AFP report stated that after a soccer match in the town of Jasenovac, 
Croatian fans sang an old Croatian song that glorifies the UstaSe — ‘Jasenovac i 
GradiSka Stara’ (‘Jasenovac and Stara Gradi8ka’). The lyrics celebrate the World War 
II crimes against the Serbs. The Thompson band reworked a version that favourably 
compares Croatia’s nationalist and anti-Jewish president Franjo Tudman with Ante 
Pavelié. Pavelié remains a favourite with Perkovié.’ The lyrics include words in the 
typical dialect of Herzegovina, where some of the worst atrocities were practised 
against Serbs during World War II. 

Perkovic ‘Thompson’ has also been known to publicly express pro-UstaSa beliefs, 
and has publicly voiced his support for the NDH a number of times: 


Anyway, why shouldn’t the crowd chant ‘UstaSe!, UstaSe!’ during my concert? 
(Vecernji list, June 2002) 


There is nothing wrong with my voicing right-wing, Usta&e, beliefs. (Jutarnji list, 
July 2002) 


Serbs lie, they are that kind of a people. They can’t love us, nor is that natural. 
They are our eternal sworn enemies. (Jutarnji list, July 2002)° 


In June 2008, Croatian military bishop Juraj Jezerinac recited a song entitled ‘Bijeli 


' Wikipedia ‘Far-right politics in Croatia’ (2016) 

2 See, for example: Ibid. ‘Thompson (band)’ (2016) 

3 Tbid. ‘Jasenovac i Gradi8ka Stara’ (2009) 

4 WorldPress, June 23, 2007. Nazis Rock on in Croatia by Julia Gorin. http://www.balkanpeace.org/index. 
php?index=article&articleid=14396 (2009) 

5° Wikipedia ‘Thompson (band)’ (2009). By 2016, all this information had been removed from the Wikipedia 
article. 
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golubovi’ (“White doves’) by Perkovié ‘Thompson’ during a sermon in a church in 
Vukovar. The song contained the NDH motto ‘Za dom spremni!’ (‘For homeland — 
ready!’). 

And Ultranationalist Croats have shouted the slogan ‘Kill the Serb’ during some 
sporting events. According to some Croatian media, a group of youths chanted this 
also during a concert by Perkovic Thompson. ! 


Conclusion 


Anti-Semitism, anti-Serbianism and antiziganism still exist in Church-dominated 
Catholic Croatia. 


' Wikipedia. ‘Far-right politics in Croatia’ (2016) 


20 — Pre-War and Wartime Hatred and Genocide of the 
Romani People 


What difference does it make to the dead, the orphans and the homeless, 
whether the mad destruction is wrought under the name of totalitarianism 
or the holy name of liberty or democracy? Mahatma Gandhi 


The Romani (Romany, Roma) constitute an ethnic group living mostly in Europe. 
At least twelve million of them live in Eastern Europe. They speak a unique language 
and follow a culture quite distinct from the European norm. 

While spread out across Europe (principally in Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, and 
Slovakia), the Roma are said to constitute the largest ethnic group in that continent. In 
particular, they comprise a larger group than the Czechs, the Hungarians or the Dutch. 

Most scholars agree that the Romani people originated in India, and left there about 
1000 years ago. 

Romani are widely known in the English-speaking world by the exonym Gypsies. 
They are also known collectively in the Romani language as Romane, Romany, 
Romanies, Romanis, Roma or Roms. They became known by different names in 
different countries — for example, in France as Bohemians, in Germany as Tartars, 
Heathens in Holland, and Athingani in Greece.' 

The Sinti are a Romani people of central Europe. They are closely related to the 
group known as Manouche in France. They speak the Sinti-Manouche variety of 
Romani, which exhibits strong German influence. 

Known for their itinerant lifestyle, skilled artisanship, and flexibility regarding 
private property, the Roma were both sought out and suspected in mediaeval Europe. 
Similarly, the non-Roma (gadjos) and their customs came to be distrusted by the Roma. 

The Industrial Revolution removed the Romani’s few traditional means of earning 
a livelihood, thus making their wandering lifestyle difficult to sustain. They became 
fortune tellers, musicians, dancers, and owners of dancing bears. 

‘In the 18th and 19th centuries, as “Gypsy music” funnelled into the theatres of 
Vienna and Budapest, a romantic image of the Roma emerged: a happy-go-lucky 
nomadic lifestyle; intoxicating music, with dancers swirling around a campfire; and 
mystical powers over white Europeans.’” 

Many Roma resist assimilation and live in segregated ghettos, such as in the Spi 
Region of Slovakia, where they live in small, remote, self-contained villages — a long 
walk up a dirt road away from the mainstream ‘civilisation’. Polygamy is not 
uncommon, and children marry and start families at a very early age. Most children 
start attending school, but a high percentage drop out. “Those who make it against the 
odds and succeed in mainstream society typically do so by turning their backs on their 
Roma heritage.”* 


' Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. pp2-3 
2 Cameron Hewitt. https://www.ricksteves.com/watch-read-listen/read/articles/the-gypsy-question (2016) 
3 Ibid. 
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Antiziganism 


Antiziganism (Anti-Romanyism) (Anti-Gypsyism) is hostility, prejudice or racism 
directed at the Romani people. 

Their history in Europe is, and has been, one of persecutions. In the words 
of Rudko Kawczynski:! 


Ever since our arrival in Europe, we Roma have been victims of society’s 
animosity. Banishment and pogroms, as well as mistreatment and discrimination, 
have always been part of everyday life for the ‘Gypsies’. 


For centuries, Roma were scorned and persecuted in Europe. Zigeuner, the German 
word for Gypsy, derives from a Greek root meaning ‘untouchable’. In the Balkan 
principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia, Gypsies were slaves bought and sold by 
monasteries” and large estate holders (boyars) until 1864 when the newly formed 
nation of Romania emancipated them. 

Antiziganism arrived early in the Catholic Church, which did little to suppress 
accusations against the Roma, and generally supported anti-Roma laws. In 1560 the 
Archbishop of Uppsala published a decree stating that no priest should have 
intercourse with Gypsies, nor bury their dead, nor baptise their children. Pope Pius V, 
in 1568, attempted to expel all Gypsies ‘from the domain of the Roman Catholic 
Church.’ The Pope also ordered that all male Gypsies ‘be sent to the galleys to serve at 
the battle of Lepanto.”* 


Gypsy predictions for the future and magic practices held a strong attraction for 
Europe’s uneducated populace. At times these feats came into open competition 
with the claims in the sphere of the supernatural made by the priests,* and the 
Church retaliated ... the Bishop of Paris excommunicated those people whose 
palms had been read by Gypsies. The French ecclesiastical court at Troyes ordered 
parishioners to offer candles as a penance for having had their palms read.° 


Germans, before the War, were not greatly anti-Gypsy. ‘But when Hitler became 
more popular, at the beginning of the 1930s, people were suddenly different.’° 

The horrors of the World War II death camps have been exhaustively documented, 
but the wartime fate of the Roma — who, like Europe’s Jewish population, were singled 
out for extinction by the Nazis — is less widely understood; ‘their tremendous suffering 


' Rudko Kawezynski is a civil rights activist and leading member of several organisations of the Roma. He is 
President of the European Roma and Travellers Forum, ‘Board Member’ of the Roma National Congress (an 
umbrella organisation of civil and human rights movements of the Roma), and CEO of the Roma and Cinti 
Union. 

Details of the wealth, immorality, and slaves of monks and monasteries will be covered in a later volume. 

Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. p8 

Thereby substituting Catholic magic for Romani magic. 

Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. p9. 

Winter, Walter Stanoski. Winter Time: Memoirs of a German Sinto who Survived Auschwitz. p24 
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and loss often reduced to little more than a historical footnote. No Roma were called to 
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testify at the post-war Nuremberg Trials and no one spoke there on their behalf.”! 


In the Foreword to Walter Winter’s descriptive book Winter Time: Memoirs of a 


German Sinto who Survived Auschwitz, Struan Robertson reminds the reader that: 


The Nazi genocide of the Sinti and Roma, like that of the Jews, was racially 
motivated and implemented to systematically ... exterminate these peoples. The 
Sinti and Roma were systematically murdered, indiscriminately from babies to the 
elderly, throughout German occupied territory.” 


A Pre-War Timeline of Christian Hostility to the Roma in Europe’ 


Spain 


Mid-1600s — 
Portugal 


1710 — Austro- 
Hungary 
1720 — Austria 
1749 — Spain 
Mid-1700s — 


Russia 


Late 1700s — 
Austria 


1782 —Austro- 
Hungary 


For about 300 years, Romanies were subject to a number of 
laws and policies designed to eliminate them as an identifiable 
group: Romani settlements were broken up and the residents 
dispersed; sometimes, Romanies were required to marry non- 
Roma; they were prohibited from using their language and 
rituals, and were excluded from public office and from guild 
membership. 


Gypsies were forbidden to purchase houses. 


Holy Roman Emperor Joseph I declared that all adult Roma 
men were to be hanged without trial, and he permitted the 
cutting off an ear of women and boys. 


Holy Roman Emperor Charles VI decreed that all Roma in 
Austria were to be exterminated. 


The government arrested all Roma in the realm, and 
imprisoned them in labour camps.* 


Extra taxes were levied. 


Twenty five lashes could be given to those speaking their 
native Romany language. Intermarriage with others was 
prohibited. 


Holy Roman Emperor Joseph II banned the Romani 
language, clothing and music. 


' Brian Kenety. http://romove.radio.cz/en/clanek/20320 (2016) 
2 Winter, Walter Stanoski. Winter Time: Memoirs of a German Sinto who Survived Auschwitz. p xi 


3 Major sources: http://www.facinghistory.org/node/826 (2012); Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: 


The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe 
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1890s—Germany In the Swabia region of Southern Germany, a conference was 


1899 — Germany 


1905 — Germany 


1906 — Prussia 


? — France 


1919-1921 — 
Germany 


1922 —Germany 


1926 — Italy 


1927 — Prussia 


1928 — Germany 


April 1929 — 
Germany 


held entitled The Gypsy Filth (Der Zigeunerunrat). 


The so-called ‘Central Office for Fighting the Gypsy 
Nuisance’ and a Gypsy Information Service (Zigeuner- 
nachrichtstdienst) was established in Munich. 


The Zigeuner Buch (Gypsy Book) against the Gypsy Plague 
laid the foundation for the Nazi’s concept of Gypsies as sub- 
humans, and paved the way for the racial policy of ethnically 
cleansing Hitler’s Third Reich of the entire Roma population.! 


Prussia reached bi-lateral agreements with Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark, France, Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, the Nether- 
lands, Russia, and Switzerland, as part of a directive to 
combat the ‘Gypsy Nuisance’ (Bekémpfung des Zigeuner- 
unwesens). 


Legislation required all Roma who lacked French citizenship 
to carry identification papers giving: size of head, length of 
right ear, and length of left foot. 


Nomadism, and Romani camps were criminalised in 
Germany. Additionally, Roma were banned from holiday 
resorts and spas and ordered to return trading licences. 


All Roma over 14 years of age were forced to carry identity 
cards containing photographs and fingerprints. Trading 
licences and social gatherings were banned. All foreign Roma 
were banned. 


The fascist regime under Benito Mussolini expelled Roma 
from Italy. 


Armed raids on Roma communities occurred as a means of 
enforcing registration. 


In Bavaria, a law was passed that placed Roma and Sinti 
under constant police surveillance. 


A law on Combating the Gypsy Nuisance was passed. 


'  http://www.radoc.net/radoc.php?doc=art_c_language_borromani&lang=en&articles=true (2012) 
2 Winter, Walter Stanoski. Winter Time: Memoirs of a German Sinto who Survived Auschwitz. p152 
3 Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. p13 


1929 — Germany 


1933 — Germany 


1933 — Germany 


1933 — Germany 
1933 — Germany 


1935 — Germany 


1935 — Germany 


1936 — Germany 


1937 — Germany 


1937 — Germany 


1938 — Germany 
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The Munich administration of Roma was extended across all 
Germany. The office was re-named the ‘Central Office for the 
Fight against the Gypsies in Germany’. Increased monitoring 
and regulations occurred. 


A special SS study group was tasked to find solutions to the 
Gypsy problem. Mass sterilisation was one suggestion. 


Regulation for the Security and Reform of Habitual Criminals 
and Social Deviants. 


German police confined many Romani in Zigeunerlager. 


A law to permit sterilisation of the mentally deficient, came to 
include Romanis. 


Nuremberg Law for the Protection of Blood and Honour 
prohibited union between Gypsies and non-Gypsies. 


A high-ranking member of the police suggested that any 
Romani who disturbed public order or broke the law might be 
eligible for sterilisation. 


The order Fight against Gypsy Existence (Bekdmpfung des 
Zigeunerunwesens) was passed. 


It was announced that ‘99% of the Roma children were ready 
to be sterilised.’ 


Gypsies who considered a threat to society could be taken into 
protective custody. 


A decree upheld ‘the fight against the Gypsy plague’. 


A War-time Timeline of Christian Hostility to the Roma in Europe:! 


The tragedy of the Romani peoples was that they had no where to go to escape 
persecution. They had been ‘a part of the European scene for ten centuries. ... They 
either could not comprehend their impending doom or could not see a way to escape 


it? 
1938-1939 — 
Germany 


Gypsy and Gypsy-hybrids were incarcerated in concentration 
camps. 


' Major sources: http://www. facinghistory.org/node/826 (2012), and Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping 
Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe 
2 Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. p25 
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1939-—Germany Abanon Romani children attending school was introduced. 


1939-—Germany Reinhard Heydrich organised a meeting at which it was 
decided that 30,000 Romanies be deported from Germany to 
the Generalgouvernement. 


1939-—Germany All Gypsy women who conducted clairvoyance were to be 
deported to concentration camps 


1940—Germany ‘a definitive solution to the Gypsy problem can only be 
achieved by making ... [them] infertile.’ 


1940—Germany The resettlement decree of 27 April ordered that 2500 Gypsies 


be deported to Poland. 

War-time Gypsies were rounded up, deported, or interned in Croatia, 
generally France, Hungary, Poland, Serbia, and other parts of Europe. 
May 1940 Hitler’s ethnic cleansing and resettlement of the Roma was 

onwards continuous. They were characterised as a ‘parasitical people 


leading a parasitical way of life.”! 


The Romanies had no where to go to escape persecution. They had been ‘a part of 
the European scene for ten centuries. ... They either could not comprehend their 
impending doom or could not see a way to escape it.’ 


World War II 
The Porajmos (Porrajmos) 


Notwithstanding, that Roma in Germany had been Christian for centuries, the 
Nazis judged them to be ‘racially inferior’. They were therefore subjected to 
internment, forced labour, deportation to extermination camps, and massacre. 
Thousands were killed in Auschwitz-Birkenau, Chelmno, Belzec, Sobibor, and 
Treblinka extermination camps; and thousands more were incarcerated in Bergen- 
Belsen, Sachsenhausen, Buchenwald, Dachau, Mauthausen, and Ravensbriick 
concentration camps. 

Antiziganism also thrived in Catholic Croatia where persecution of Roma reached 
a peak during World War II. 

Because most Romani communities of Eastern Europe were far less organised than 
the Jewish communities, it has been more difficult to assess the number of victims. 

Nevertheless, the US Holocaust Memorial Research Institute in Washington puts 


' Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. p28 
2 Ibid. p25 
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the number of Romanies lives lost by 1945 throughout Europe at between 500,000 and 
1.5 million. ‘Former ethnic studies professor Ward Churchill has argued that the Roma 
population suffered proportionally more genocide than the Jewish population of 
Europe and that their plight has largely been sidelined by scholars and the media.’! 
In the Romani language, this genocide is known as the ‘Porajmos’, the ‘Great 
Devouring’. 
It was the attempt by: 
Nazi Germany, 
Horthy’s Hungary, 
Nazi Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia and their allies, 
Catholic — Paveli¢é’s Independent State of Croatia (NDH), 
Catholic — Monsignor Tiso’s clerico-fascist Slovakia, 
Catholic — Mussolini’s fascist state of Italy, 
Catholic — Franco’s fascist state of Spain, 
Catholic — Pétain’s Vichy France, 


to exterminate the Romani people of Europe during World War II. Under Hitler’s rule, 
both Roma and Jews were defined as ‘enemies of the race-based state’ by the 
Nuremberg Laws — the two groups were targeted by similar policies and persecution, 
culminating in the near annihilation of both populations within Nazi-occupied 
countries.” 


Hitler’s ethnic cleansing and resettlement of the Roma was continuous. They were 
characterised as a ‘parasitical people leading a parasitical way of life.> In this way, the 
Nazis and the NDH embarked on a systematic genocide of the Roma. They were 
marked for extermination and sentenced to forced labour and imprisonment in 
concentration camps. They were often killed on sight, especially by the 
Einsatzgruppen* on the Eastern Front. For example, SS Standartenftihrer Otto 
Ohlendorf stated at the that he himself had murdered 90,000 Jews and Romanis. And 
SS Standartenfiihrer, Emst Darmzog stated that in a province that he headed ‘the 
Gypsy population was especially quickly dealt with.’ 

Tan Hancock, director of the Program of Romani Studies at the University of Texas 
at Austin, has surmised that almost the entire Romani population was killed in Croatia, 
Estonia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands.° Yad Vashem estimates that the 
Porajmos was most intense in Yugoslavia (including the NDH), where around 90,000 


! Wikipedia ‘Antiziganism’ (2016) 

2 Barsony, Janos, ‘Facts and Debates: The Roma Holocaust’, in: Pharrajimos: The Fate of the Roma During 
the Holocaust, 1. Source: Wikipedia ‘Porajmos’ (2016) 

3 Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. p28 

4 Einsatzgruppen der Sicherheitspolizei und des SD were SS paramilitary death squads which were 
responsible for mass killings, typically by shooting. 

5 Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. 30 

® Barsony, Janos, ‘Facts and Debates: The Roma Holocaust’, in: Pharrajimos: The Fate of the Roma During 
the Holocaust, 1. Source: Wikipedia ‘Porajmos’ (2016) 
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Romanies were killed. The NDH’s UstaSa government also deported around 26,000. 
The Genocide of the Roma in Nazi Germany and its Territories 


In post-World War I Germany, persecution of the Roma preceded the Nazi regime. 
Even though Gypsies enjoyed full and equal rights of citizenship under Article 109 of 
the Weimar Constitution, they were subject to special, discriminatory laws. For 
example, a Bavarian law of July 1926, outlined measures for ‘Combatting Gypsies, 
Vagabonds, and the Work Shy’, and required the systematic registration of all Roma. 

The law prohibited Gypsies from ‘roaming about or camping in bands’, and 
‘Gypsies unable to prove regular employment’ risked being sent to forced labour for 
up to two years. This law became the national norm in 1929.! 

Widespread bigotry was long encoded in many legal restrictions that kept them 
from enjoying full citizenship. 

When Hitler took power in 1933, the anti-Gypsy laws remained. Soon his regime 
introduced other laws affecting Roma, as it began to implement the racial vision of a 
new Germany — with ‘Aryans’ at the top, and Jews, Gypsies, and blacks as racial 
inferiors. Like the Jews, Gypsies were singled out by the Nazis for racial persecution 
and annihilation. They were nonpersons, of ‘foreign blood’, ‘labour-shy’, and were 
therefore termed asocial. ‘To a degree, they shared the fate of the Jews in their ghettos, 
in the extermination camps, before firing squads, as medical guinea pigs, and being 
injected with lethal substances.’ 

The Nuremberg Laws (Mirnberger Gesetze) of 15 September 1935, (Law for the 
Protection of German Blood and Honour (Gesetz zum Schutze des deutschen Blutes 
und der deutschen Ehre) and Reich Citizenship Law (Reichsbiirgergesetz) did not 
explicitly mention Gypsies, but in commentaries interpreting these laws, Gypsies were 
included as ‘racially distinctive’ minorities with ‘alien blood’. As such, their marriage 
to ‘Aryans’ was prohibited, and they were also deprived of their civil rights. 

In June 1936, a Reich Central Office to Combat the Gypsy Nuisance 
(Reichszentrale zur Bekémpfung des Zigeunerunwesens) opened in Munich. This 
office became the headquarters of a national databank on Gypsies. Additionally, part of 
the Ministry of Interior directives for ‘Combating the Gypsy Nuisance’ authorised the 
Berlin police to conduct raids against Gypsies so that they would not impair the image 
of the city — host of the summer Olympic Games.’ 

After 1936, Roma became subject to the Nuremberg Laws, the Law for the 
Prevention of Hereditarily Diseased Progeny (Gesetz zur Verhiitung erbkranken 
Nachwuchses (GzVeN), and the Law against Dangerous Habitual Criminals (Gesetz 
gegen gefahrliche Gewohnheitsverbrecher). Many Roma who came to the attention 
of the state were required to be sterilized.* 

In July 1936, the police arrested 600 Gypsies and brought them to a new, special 


http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/holoprelude/romasinti.html (2105) 
Ibid. 

Ibid. 

https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?Moduleld=10005482 (2016) 
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Gypsy internment camp (Zigeunerlager) established near a sewage dump in the Berlin 
suburb of Marzahan. Police and their dogs guarded the camp. The camp had only three 
water pumps and two toilets — diseases flourished. As a part of the Nazi Porajmos 
policy, up to 2000 inmates remained there until 1943, when they were deported to 
Auschwitz-Birkenau where most of them were gassed. In 1941 a large factory was 
erected, where hundreds forced labourers were employed. The victims were buried at 
the nearby Parkfriedhof. 

Similar Zingeunerlagern also appeared in the 1939s, at the initiative of municipal 
governments and coordinated by the Council of Cities, in Cologne, Diisseldorf, Essen, 
Frankfurt, Hamburg, and other German cities. 

Roma children were also victims, interned with their families in the municipal 
camps, and studied and classified by racial scientists. Between 1933 and 1939, 
authorities took many Roma children from their families and brought them to special 
homes for children as wards of the state. Gypsy schoolchildren who were unable to 
speak German were deemed feeble-minded and sent to ‘special schools’ for the 
mentally handicapped. 

After Germany incorporated Austria into the Reich in March 1938, the regime 
applied the Nuremberg laws to Austria’s Gypsies. Two special internment camps 
opened during 1939-1940. Conditions at Lackenbach, which existed until the end of 
the war, were particularly atrocious, and many individuals perished there. Both camps 
interned Gypsies for forced labour and also for deportation to other Nazi extermination 
and concentration camps. 

After the Nazis had decided that Roma had alien blood, one of their main concerns 
was the systematic identification of all Romani people. The Nazis turned to racial 
hygiene and sought to determine who was Romani based on physical characteristics. 
Dr Robert Ritter became the central figure in the study of Roma. He undertook to 
locate and classify by racial type the estimated 30,000 Roma living in Germany. His 
teams resorted to interviewing Roma to determine and record their genealogy. The 
interviewers threatened the subjects with arrest and incarceration in concentration 
camps unless they identified their relatives and their last known residence. In this way, 
Ritter established a register of almost all Roma then living in Germany. 

At the conclusion of his ‘study’, Ritter declared that Roma, having originated in 
India, were once Aryan but had been corrupted by mingling with lesser peoples during 
their long migration. They all became subject to the Nazi policy of persecution and, 
later, mass murder.” 

Himmler’s Circular of 8 December 1938 — Combating the Gypsy Nuisance (Die 
Bekampfung der Zigeunerplage) — read: 


Experience gained in combating the Gypsy nuisance, and knowledge derived from 
race-biological research, have shown that the proper method of attacking the 
Gypsy problem seems to be to treat it as a matter of race. Experience shows that 


| Wikipedia ‘Marzahw’ (2016) 
2 https:/Awww.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?Moduleld=10005482 (2016) 


320 Hatred and Genocide of Romani People 


part-Gypsies play the greatest role in Gypsy criminality. On the other hand, it has 
been shown that efforts to make the Gypsies settle have been unsuccessful, 
especially in the case of pure Gypsies, on account of their strong compulsion to 
wander. It has therefore become necessary to distinguish between pure and part- 
Gypsies in the final solution of the Gypsy question. 


To this end, it is necessary to establish the racial affinity of every Gypsy living in 
Germany and of every vagrant living a Gypsy-like existence. 


I therefore decree that all settled and non-settled Gypsies, and also all vagrants 
living a Gypsy-like existence, are to be registered with the Reich Criminal Police 
Office-Reich Central Office for Combating the Gypsy Nuisance. 


The police authorities will report (via the responsible Criminal Police offices and 
local offices) to the Reich Criminal Police Office-Reich Central Office for 
Combating the Gypsy Nuisance all persons who by virtue of their looks and 
appearance, customs or habits, are to be regarded as Gypsies or part-Gypsies. 


Because a person considered to be a Gypsy or part-Gypsy, or a person living like a 
Gypsy, as a rule confirms the suspicion that marriage (in accordance with clause 6 
of the first decree on the implementation of the Law for the Protection of German 
Blood and Honour ... or on the basis of stipulations in the Law on Fitness to Marry) 
must not be contracted, in all cases the public registry officials must demand a 
testimony of fitness to marry from those who make such an application. 


Treatment of the Gypsy question is part of the National Socialist task of national 
regeneration. A solution can only be achieved if the philosophical perspectives of 
National Socialism are observed. Although the principle that the German nation 
respects the national identity of alien peoples is also assumed in combating the 
Gypsy nuisance, nonetheless the aim of measures taken by the State to defend the 
homogeneity of the German nation must be the physical separation of Gypsydom 
from the German nation, the prevention of miscegenation, and finally, the 
regulation of the way of life of pure and part-Gypsies. The necessary legal 
foundation can only be created through a Gypsy Law which prevents further 
intermingling of blood, and which regulates all the most pressing questions which 
go together with the existence of Gypsies in the living space of the German 
nation.! 


During 1938 and 1939, German and Austrian Gypsies were deported to 
concentration camps at Buchenwald, Dachau, Mauthausen, Ravensbriick, 
Sachsenhausen, and Lichtenburg. 

Adolf Eichmann sent the following telegram from Vienna to the Gestapo: 


Regarding transport of Gypsies be informed that on Friday, 20 October 1939, the 
first transport of Jews will depart Vienna. To this transport 34 wagons of Gypsies 


' Burleigh, Michael and Wolfgang Wipperman. The Racial State: Germany 1933-1945. pp120-21. Source: 
http://www.ushmm.org/learn/students/learning-materials-and-resources/sinti-and-roma-victims-of-the-nazi- 
era/himmlers-circular-of-december-8-1938-combatting-the-gypsy-nuisance (2015) 
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are to be attached. Subsequent trains will depart from Vienna, Mahrisch-Ostrau 
and Katowice. 


The simplest method is to attach some wagonloads of Gypsies to each transport. 
Because these transports must follow a schedule, a smooth execution of this matter 
is expected.! 


At a conference held on 30 January 1940, it was decided to expel 30,000 Gypsies 
from Germany to the territories of occupied Poland. Einsatzgruppen reports from 
groups operating in the occupied territories of the Soviet Union mention the murder of 
thousands of Gypsies along with the massive extermination of the Jews in these areas 
also. 

Accordingly, from 1940 onwards, Gypsies were deported from Germany to Poland 
and eventually to the extermination centre of Auschwitz-Birkenau. Life in the camp 
system was demoralising, dehumanising, brutal and short. Gypsies were murdered in 
their thousands not only in the gas chambers but by other methods (including being 
burned alive), sometimes in the open countryside and sometimes as a result of 
starvation, disease and the effects of medical experimentation.?* 

In March 1941 the Nazi regime excluded Gypsies excluded from public schools.* 

The legal status of Gypsies and Jews, determined irrevocably by the agreement 
between Justice Minister Thierack and SS Reichsfiihrer Himmler on 18 September 
1942, removing both groups from the jurisdiction of any German court, confirmed 
their fate. With all legal obstacles removed, the deportations and executions of the 
Gypsies came under Himmler’s full authority. On 16 December 1942, Himmler issued 
an order to send all Gypsies to the concentration camps, with a few exceptions. 

Medical experiments were conducted on not only Jews but also Romanies. Adult 
and adolescent Roma prisoners were selected for this ‘medical research’ at various 
concentration camps including Ravensbriick, Natzweiler-Struthof, and Sachsenhausen. 

Hungarian Roma survivor Holdosi Vilmosné recounted: 


They cut off our hair ... everything to be hairless. It was done by women, then a 
doctor examined us thoroughly ... they examined, you know, everything. He was 
the one who gave an injection to me and to all the others, to everybody. It hurt 
badly. 


You know, he gave me an injection down there ... Everything went black ... I fell 
off that examining table. They kicked me away, it was time for the next. They gave 
me an injection like that one in eight months and after that I did not have that 
monthly thing.° 


'  http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/holoprelude/romasinti.html (2015) 


2 http://www leicestershiretogether.org/antiziganism.pdf (2012) 

3 See: Winter, Walter Stanoski. Winter Time: Memoirs of a German Sinto who Survived Auschwitz for a vivid 
personal description of life and death in Auschwitz. 

4 http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/holoprelude/romasinti.html (2015) 

5 Holocaust Education & Archive Research Team. http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/holoprelude/ 
romasinti.html (2016) 
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At least 19,000 of the 23,000 Roma sent to Auschwitz-Birkenau died there. ' On 
2 August 1944, the camp was liquidated, and a total of 2897 Gypsy men, women and 
children were killed in the gas chambers. 

Additionally, Einsatzgruppen killed tens of thousands of Roma in the German- 
occupied eastern territories.” 


The Treatment of the Roma from Austria 


Arrests and internment of Gypsies began early in Austria. 

The Nazi authorities soon established the Lodz Ghetto in the city, and populated it 
with Jews from the Lodz area and Romanies from Austria. 

Soon after the arrival of the Romanies, a typhus epidemic arose, and many 
prisoners died. Survivors testified to the brutality behind many deaths. Many of the 
bodies were hacked apart and had broken limbs. 

Many Romanis from L6édz were sent to Chetmno where ‘all were gassed.”? 


The Genocide of the Roma in the Independent State of Croatia (NDH) 


Antiziganism thrived in Catholic NDH, where persecution of Roma under the 
UstaSa reached a peak during World War II. 

Very little available data exist on the specific sufferings of the Roma in Croatia 
under dictator Ante Paveli¢. However, it is known that it was not greatly different from 
that in Nazi Germany. The Simon Wiesenthal Center estimates that UstaSa terrorists 
murdered 29,000 Roma (98 percent of their total population in Croatia).*>° 

The UstaSe ‘engaged in a bloodbath directed at Serbs, Gypsies, and Jews.’ Often 
these Catholics engaged in barbaric methods for eliminating their targets.’ An 
example: Angela Hudorovic recorded that her niece was forced to dig a ditch while the 
girl’s mother, who was seven months pregnant, was tied to a tree. ‘With a knife they 
opened the belly of the mother, took out the baby and threw it in the ditch ... threw in 
the mother and the girl, after raping her ... [and] covered them with earth while they 
were still alive.” 

For additional information on the treatment and fate of the Roma in the NDH refer 
to Chapters 2, 4, and 5. 


The Genocide of the Roma in the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia 


American genealogist and amateur historian Paul Polansky brought to Czech and 
worldwide attention the existence of the Czech camp for Roma at Lety during World 


https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?Moduleld=10005219 (2016) 

Ibid. 

Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. pp65-66 

Wikipedia ‘Usta8e’ (2008) 

See, for example: Crimes of hate: Selected readings. p355 

Hancock, Ian. Downplaying the Porrajmos: The Trend to Minimize the Romani Holocaust. http://www. 
geocities.com/~patrin/lewy.htm (2009) 
7 Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. pp35-36 
8 Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. p36. Source: Kenrick, Donald 
and Grattan Puxon. The Destiny of Europes Gypsies. p78) 
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War II.! Lety became Bohemia’s work, concentration, and death camp for the Roma 
population. 

The story of the camp, originally established by the Czech government during the 
short-lived Second Republic ahead of the Nazi occupation, had been largely lost, 
covered up, whitewashed, and distorted since the War. 

A book published by Polansky in 2014, Tabor Smrti Lety: VySetrovani zacina 
(1992-1995) or Death Camp Lety, tells the story of how he pieced together the 
evidence, often against repeated local denials and official resistance. His findings 
created a furor in the Czech Republic with many then, and now, still trying to 
downplay his major revelation that the camp was Czech organized and Czech run with 
many of the deaths due to savage treatment and hunger.” 

The Czech government is continuing to release low, false figures about how many 
died at Lety. 

Polansky interviewed the few remaining survivors — almost all of those that 
survived Lety and were sent to Auschwitz described Lety as worse than Auschwitz. 
The Czech guards were worse than the German guards. At Lety the Czech guards 
could come up and club a prisoner to death at any time. 

The site of the Lety Death Camp became a large pig factory farm in the 1970s. It 
now houses more than 20,000 pigs. The Czech government has made promises to 
remove the pig farm, but has failed to act in that regard.? The Helsinki Agreements 
were signed by the government. These demand that all World War II Holocaust sites 
must be preserved in their original states as everlasting memorials. 

The UN Human Rights’ Committee has asked the Czech government to close 
down the pig farm. The farm has been a source of embarrassment to all post-1989 
governments, but despite bringing the country international disgrace, it is still there and 
likely to remain so.‘ 

Similarly, a tourist hotel has been built on the site of a Gypsy camp at Hodonin. 

Markus Pape is spokesperson for Vybor Pro Od&Skodneni Romského Holocaustu 
(VPORH), the Prague-based Committee for the Redress of the Romani Holocaust. 
He found that: 


Even though the Czechoslovak authorities made a major investigation into what 
happened at the Lety camp — and found most of the perpetrators who caused the 
death of at least 241 children — none of the guilty persons was ever punished. This 
is one fact which is to this day very difficult to explain to the Roma.° 


The Treatment of the Roma in France 


In France, Vichy authorities intensified restrictive measures against and harassment 


' Paul Polansky and the Lety Roma camp: Part 1. 30-01-2015 - Chris Johnstone. http://romove.radio.cz/en/ 
article/26745 (2016) 

2 See also: Polansky, Paul. Black Silence: The Lety Survivors Speak 

3 Tbid. p7 

4 Lazarova, Daniela. 26-07-2013. http://romove.radio.cz/en/article/25932 (2016) 

5 http://romove.radio.cz/en/clanek/20320 (2016) 
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of Roma after the establishment of the collaborationist regime in 1940. One source 
states that during the following years, French police interned at least 3000 and possibly 
6000 Roma, residents of both occupied France and unoccupied France. The authorities 
shipped relatively few of them to camps in Germany, such as Buchenwald, Dachau, 
and Ravensbriick.! 

It is known that there were at least 20 large Romani camps and many smaller ones, 
including 3 special camps for children.” 

Another source reports that the collaborationist regime of Vichy France interned 
30,000 Gypsies, many of whom were later deported to Dachau, Ravensbriick, 
Buchenwald, and other camps.* 


The Treatment of the Roma in Italy 


Under Mussolini. Large-scale roundups of Roma were carried out. Families were 
then transported to Italy’s surrounding islands. Many Romani males were conscripted 
into the army.‘ 


The Treatment of the Roma in the Netherlands 
Ina special sweep Roma were rounded up and transferred to Auschwitz. 
The Genocide of the Roma in Poland 


A large number of Romanis were interned in the Warsaw Ghetto and in Auschwitz. 
Many also were shot upon capture, for instance around 1000 were eliminated in the 
Krakow district.° 

Over its sixteen months’ existence, the official registration at Auschwitz Gypsy 
Camp records that 20,943 Gypsies died or were killed. Another figure is 23,822. The 
oldest was 110-year-old Hanna Tomaszewicz, the youngest one-month-old Wiktoria 
Ditloff.© Additionally, between 2000 and 3461 were sent to other camps where there 
fate is not known. Gypsies from East Prussia were sent immediately to the gas 
chambers without being registered. Eventually, ‘after 2,897 children, women and 
men ... were driven into the gas chambers on the night of 2-3 August 1944, there were 
no more Gypsies left in Auschwitz.’’ 

Josef Mengele was a Catholic German SS officer and a physician in Auschwitz- 
Birkenau. He supervised the selection of arriving transports of prisoners, determining 
who was to be killed and who was to become a forced labourer. He performed human 
experiments on camp inmates, and was known as ‘The Angel of Death’. Betty Alt and 
Silvia Folts in their book Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe, record a 
particularly tortuous death of a Romani boy: 


http://romove.radio.cz/en/clanek/20320 (2016) 

Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. p33 

http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/holoprelude/romasinti.html (2015) 

Ibid. p34 

Ibid. 

Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. p60 

Ibid. p56. Source: Muller-Hill, Benno. Murderous Science: Elimination by Scientific Selection of Jews, 
Gypsies, and Others, Germany 1933-1945. p60 
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who had a long needle stuck into his back for the extraction of spinal fluid. When 
the needle broke and the boy died, Mengele cut the child open from the neck to the 
genitals, dissecting the body, and took out the innards to experiment on. 


They comment that it is further recorded that some Gypsy children were beheaded, 
and these heads were preserved in formalin for use in German medical institutions. 
Pregnant Gypsy women were often infected with typhus so that the effect on the foetus 
could be observed. ! 

Catholic war criminal Rudolf Héss (“One of history’s greatest mass murderers”’) 
was amazed at the coherence of the Romani within Auschwitz. He recorded: ‘Within 
their clans ... they stuck together as if they were glued and they were very devoted to 
one another.’? 

Hundreds of Roma were killed in the Treblinka Extermination Camp in the 
summer of 1942 and again in February 1943. 1000 Romanis were brought to the 
Camp in the spring of 1943. Their possessions were described as ‘filthy rags, torn 
bedding, and other beggar’s belongings ... All the Gypsies were taken to the gas 
chambers and then burned.” 


The Treatment of the Roma in Romania 


While the authorities in Romania did not systematically annihilate the Roma 
population living on Romanian territory, nevertheless, in 1941 and 1942 military and 
police officials deported around 26,000 Roma, primarily from Bukovina and 
Bessarabia, but also from Moldavia and Bucharest, to Transnistria, a section of south 
western Ukraine placed under Romanian administration. Thousands of those deported 
died from disease, starvation, and brutal treatment.* 

Shortly after the Roma arrive, an epidemic of typhus occurred, and many prisoners 
died. Others died at the hand of man. One report by a worker stated that he had buried 
Gypsies, old and young — all the corpses being battered and some with the marks of 
hanging.° 

Many Gypsies were sent from the Lodz Ghetto to the Chelmno Extermination 
Camp in the spring of 1942. A letter from an escapee described the atrocities 
committed there, ‘People are killed in one of two ways: either by shooting or by poison 
gas...” 


The Treatment of the Roma in Occupied Russia 
The Einsatzgruppen ‘ruthlessly exterminated’ many Gypsies.’ 


Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. p61 
Ibid. p63 

Ibid. p64 

https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?Moduleld=10005219 (2016) 

Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. p65 
Ibid. 
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The Genocide of the Roma in Slovakia 


Jozef Tiso studied for the Catholic priesthood, and graduated in 1911 from the 
prestigious Pazmaneum in Vienna. He eventually became a Monsignor. 

Until 1938, Tiso was a fixture in the Czechoslovak parliament in Prague. In 1938, 
he emerged as de facto leader of the party. He quickly consolidated his control of the 
party, becoming its undisputed chairman in 1939. 

During 1938, regions of Czechoslovakia were annexed to the German Reich, and 
Slovakia was declared an autonomous region. Then, parts of Slovakia were annexed to 


Hungary. 
Slovakia fell under the control of the one-party totalitarian regime, the Ludaks, 
under the leadership of Tiso, ‘a loyal son of the Church’! — ‘a man of undeniable 


loyalty to the Church.” 

By a decree of 29 October 1938, the Hlinka guard was designated the only body 
authorised to give its members paramilitary training, and it was this decree that 
established its formal status in the country.’ 

In October 1939, Tiso became the president of the Ludaks. On 26 October 1939, 
Pius XII sent him his blessings on his appointment and addressed him as ‘My dear 
son’. Tiso solemnly pledged to turn Slovakia into a ‘model Catholic State’ .4 

The Romani people of Slovakia were persecuted by the Tiso regime as early as 
March 1939. Hlinka Guardsmen killed suspect Roma rebels in front of their wives and 
children, then murdered the entire family. 

During the Second World War, the Slovak State copied the racist legislation of the 
German Reich, establishing special labour camps for the Roma, who were forbidden to 
travel in public transport, were allowed admission to towns and communities only on 
limited days and hours, and had their settlement units separated from public roads. 
After the occupation of Slovakia by the German army, mass killings of Roma occurred 
in many places.° 

From 1942, Tiso was the self-styled ‘Vodca’ (‘Fiihrer’) of the country. He ‘presided 
over a shabby state’ which was maintained in power by means of the Hlinka guard. 
This obnoxious body was responsible for all manner of atrocities. 

Mass shootings of Roma families occurred in the valley of Vydrovo, and Hlinka 
guardsmen massacred the entire Roma community of Ilija, Slatina and Nresnice in 
November of 1944.° 

Overall, tens of thousands of Roma were deported by Tiso’s Slovak government 
during the war — most of them ended up at Auschwitz. 


Cymet, David. History vs. Apologetics: The Holocaust, the Third Reich, and the Catholic Church. p320 
Vatican historian Fr P Blet. Quoted in: Ibid. p332 

See, for example: http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/nazioccupation/hlinka.html (2009) 

Cymet, David. History vs. Apologetics: The Holocaust, the Third Reich, and the Catholic Church. p135 
http://www.slovakia.org/society-roma.htm (2012) 
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/nazioccupation/hlinka.html (2012) 
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The Treatment of the Roma in Spain 


The Romani people in Spain are generally known as gitanos. 

In 1492, the first anti-Romani law was passed in Catholic Spain.! For about 300 
years, Romanies were subject to a number of laws and policies designed to eliminate 
them from Spain as an identifiable group: Romani settlements were broken up and the 
residents dispersed; sometimes, Romanies were required to marry non-Roma; they 
were prohibited from using their language and rituals; and were excluded from public 
office and from guild membership.” 

In 1749, a major effort to get rid of the gypsy population in Spain was carried out 
through a raid organized by the government. It arrested all Romanies in the realm, and 
imprisoned them in labour camps. 

In Franco’s time, gitanos were forbidden to stay in the same town for more than 
24 or 48 hours and had no access to permanent jobs.’ 


Synopsis 
The Roma comprise an ethnic group living mostly in Europe. 
The Nazis judged Roma to be ‘racially inferior’ to Aryans. 
The fate of Roma in some ways paralleled that of the Jews. 


Pre-War hostility to the Roma in Europe was evidenced in Catholic countries, 
such as Austro-Hungary, Spain, and Italy, and in Christian Germany. 


Adolf Eichmann recommended that the ‘Gypsy Question’ be ‘solved’ 
simultaneously with the ‘Jewish Question’.* Thus the ‘Final Solution’ was also 
directed against Gypsies, who were a defined racial group targeted for 
extermination. 


Up to half a million Roma were killed in the consequent Romani Genocide 
(Porajmos). 

Almost the entire Romani population was killed in Croatia, Estonia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, and the Netherlands. 


German authorities subjected Roma to arbitrary internment, forced labour, and 
mass murder. They murdered tens of thousands of Roma in the German- 
occupied territories of the Soviet Union and Serbia, and thousands more were 
confined in so-called Gypsy camps (Zigeunerlager). Roma were also sent to the 
killing centres at Auschwitz-Birkenau, Chetmno, Belzec, Sobibor, and 
Treblinka. 


The SS and police incarcerated Roma in the Bergen-Belsen, Sachsenhausen, 
Buchenwald, Dachau, Mauthausen, and Ravensbriick concentration camps. 


Wikipedia ‘Romani people in Spain’ (2016) 
Ibid. 

Simonis, Damien. Spain. Ediz. Inglese. p60 
Wikipedia ‘Sinti’ (2016) 
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Both in the Greater German Reich and in the Generalgouvernement, German 
civilian authorities managed several forced-labour camps in which they 
incarcerated Roma. 


In German-occupied Europe, the fate of Roma varied from country to country. 
The German authorities generally interned Roma and deployed them as forced 
labourers in Germany or transported them to Poland either to be used as forced 
labour or to be killed. 


In the Baltic States and elsewhere in occupied Soviet Union German, military 
and SS-police units shot possibly at least 30,000 Roma. In occupied Serbia, the 
Nazi authorities shot male Roma during 1941 and early 1942; then murdered 
the women and children in gas vans. The total number of Roma killed in Serbia 
will never be known. Estimates range between 1000 and 12,000. 


In France, Vichy French authorities intensified restrictive measures against, and 
harassment of Roma in 1940. In 1941 and 1942, French police interned at least 
3000 and possibly as many as 6000 Roma — residents of both occupied France 
and unoccupied France. Authorities shipped relatively few of them to camps in 
Germany. 


For about 300 years, Romanies were subject to a number of laws and policies 
designed to eliminate them from Spain as an identifiable group: Romani 
settlements were broken up and the residents dispersed; sometimes, Romanies 
were required to marry non-Roma; they were prohibited from using their 
language and rituals; and were excluded from public office. 


The authorities in Romania did not systematically annihilate the Roma 
population. However, Romanian military and police officials deported around 
26,000 Roma to Transnistria, a section of south western Ukraine placed under 
Romanian administration. Thousands of those deported died from disease, 
starvation, and brutal treatment. 


The Porajmos was most intense in Yugoslavia (including Catholic Croatia), 
where around 90,000 Romanies were killed. Under Catholic leader Ante 
Paveli¢, tens of thousands of Croatian Roma were put to death in concentration 
camps. Of the 40,000 Roma living in Croatia itself, only 800 survived (98 
percent were eliminated). 


In 1938, Catholic Slovakia fell under the control of the one-party totalitarian 
regime under the leadership of Monsignor Jozef Tiso, ‘a loyal son of the 
Church’. 


The Romani people of Slovakia were persecuted by the Tiso regime as early as 
March 1939. Guardsmen killed suspect Roma in front of their wives and 
children, then murdered the entire family. After the occupation of Slovakia by 
Germany, mass killings of Roma occurred in many places. 
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The first expulsions of Gypsies from Italy took place in 1926, under Catholic 
Benito Mussolini. 


Over all, it is not known precisely how many Roma were killed in the 
Holocaust. Historians estimate that the Germans and their allies killed around 
25 percent of all European Roma. ‘Of slightly less than one million Roma 
believed to have been living in Europe before the war, the Germans and their 
Axis partners killed up to 220,000.’! 


Synopsis 
During the Porajmos, Catholic dictators were responsible for the deaths of 500,000 
Roma. 


The plight of these people is generally forgotten, and they remain perhaps the most 
hated minority in Europe. 


'  https:/Awww.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?Moduleld=10005219 (2016) 
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Ever darker and darker, like the shadow of advancing death. Charles 
Dickens 


There is no official or reliable count of Romani populations worldwide. Many of 
these people refuse to register their ethnic identity in official censuses for fear of 
discrimination. Others are descendants of intermarriage with local populations and no 
longer identify only as Romani, or not at all.’ 

There are various estimates of the Romani population in Europe. One source states 
four million (2002), although Romani organisations give numbers as high as 14 
million. Another estimate is given in the table below. Several million more may live 
out of Europe, particularly in the Middle East and in the Americas.” 


Table 7. An Estimate of the Roma Population in European Countries in the 


Year 2000? 
Luxembourg 125 Portugal 45,000 
Cyprus 750 Poland 55,000 
Norway 750 Ukraine 55,000 
Estonia 1,250 Albania 95,000 
Denmark 1,750 Italy 95,500 
Latvia 2,750 United Kingdom 105,000 
Lithuania 3,500 Germany 120,000 
Finland 8,000 Greece 180,000 
Slovenia 9,000 Macedonia 240,000 
Belarus 12,500 Czech Republic 275,000 
Belgium 12,500 France 310,000 
Sweden 17,500 Russia 310,000 
Austria 22,500 Turkey 400,000 
Moldavia 22,500 Serbia-Montenegro 425,000 
Ireland 25,000 Slovakia 500,000 
Croatia 32,500 Hungary 575,000 
Switzerland 32,500 Spain 725,000 
Netherlands 37,500 Bulgaria 750,000 
Bosnia 45,000 Romania 2,150,000 


Total c.7,750,000 


' Wikipedia ‘Romani diaspora’ (2016) 
2 Tbid. ‘Romani people’ (2016) 
3 Adapted from: http://romove.radio.cz/en/article/18158 (2016) 
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The Szczurowa massacre was the murder of 93 Roma, including children, women 
and the elderly, by German Nazi occupiers in the Polish village of Szczurowa on 3 
August 1943. The first memorial commemorating victims of the Romani Holocaust 
was erected on 8 May 1956, in Szczurowa, commemorating the massacre. Since 1996, 
a Gypsy Caravan Memorial has been crossing the main remembrance sites in Poland, 
from Tarnow via Auschwitz, Szczurowa and Borzecin Dolny, gathering the Gypsies 
and well-wishers in the remembrance of those murdered during the Nazi regime.! 


Post-War Reactions to the Romanies 


Ina BBC news article of 26 May 2005 entitled ‘Gypsies are “Europe’s most hated” ’, 
Dr James Smith, co-founder of the Beth Shalom Holocaust Centre in Nottinghamshire 
stated that: 


their plight is often forgotten and they remain ‘demonised’... Up to half a million 
were killed. Yet even after the Holocaust, gypsies remain perhaps the most hated 
minority in Europe. 


After the war, discrimination against Roma continued throughout Central and 
Eastern Europe. As people all over Europe found it difficult to adjust to the new 
economic realities, they again turned on the Roma as scapegoats, and state-sanctioned 
persecution continued in many areas. For example, obstetricians in the Czech Republic 
were accused of sterilizing their female Roma patients without their informed consent. 
One small Czech town tried to build a wall between its wealthy neighbourhood and the 
Roma ghetto. 

Serbian Romanies are parties to the Class action suit seeking return of wartime loot, 
against the Vatican Bank and others, currently pending in a US Federal Court.” 

The Federal Republic of Germany determined that all measures taken against 
Roma before 1943 were legitimate official measures against persons committing 
criminal acts, not the result of policy driven by racial prejudice. This decision 
effectively closed the door to restitution for thousands of Roma victims, who had been 
incarcerated, forcibly sterilized, and deported out of Germany for no specific crime. 
The postwar Bavarian criminal police took over the research files of the Nazi regime, 
including the registry of Roma who had resided in the Greater German Reich. 

Only in late 1979 did the West German Federal Parliament identify the Nazi 
persecution of Roma as being racially motivated, creating eligibility for most Roma to 
apply for compensation for their suffering and loss under the Nazi regime. By this time, 
many of those who became eligible had already died.? 

In the early 1990s, Germany deported tens of thousands of migrants to central and 
eastern Europe. Sixty percent of some 100,000 Romanian nationals deported under a 
1992 treaty were Romanies. 


| Wikipedia ‘Porajmos’ (2016) 
2 Alperin v. Vatican Bank. Refer to Chapter 15 for further details. 
3 https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005219 (2016) 
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During the 1990s and early 21st century many Romanies from central and eastern 
Europe attempted to migrate to western Europe or Canada. The majority of them were 
turned back. Several of these countries established strict visa requirements to prevent 
further migration. 

In 2005, the ‘Decade of Roma Inclusion’ was launched in nine central and south- 
eastern European countries to improve the socio-economic status and social inclusion 
of the Romani minority across the region. 


Slovakia 


Today, over 60 percent of the population of Slovakia is Roman Catholic. 

Social and racial prejudices have been sanctioned by the Slovak state, which 
discriminates against Roma in every field of social life. The internet provides 
information on numerous recent incidents of Roma being gunned down in Slovakia. 
The International Committee of the Fourth International reports that: 


Slovakia is one of a number of Eastern European countries with an appalling 
history of discrimination against Roma and other minorities in recent years.! 


Reports by the European Union’s human rights agency and Amnesty International 
indicate that the number of registered cases of racially motivated crimes has risen 
significantly in the country in recent years. 

On the other hand, official statistics dealing with the number of offences against 
Roma are often unreliable and tend to underestimate the problem. Investigators admit 
that many crimes are not reported by the Roma, as they fear further recriminations and 
have no faith that the police or authorities will deal with the perpetrators. 

Amnesty International reports that a majority of Roma children are placed in 
“special schools’ or classes for children with mental disabilities, or are segregated into 
Roma-only educational institutions. Martina Mazurova of Amnesty International told a 
Slovak newspaper: 


The failure of the Slovak government to provide adequate education for all 
Romani children blights their future educational and employment prospects and 
adds to a cycle of marginalization and poverty for Romani people.” 


Consequently, the unemployment rate for working-age Roma in Slovakia is close 
to 100 percent. 

Similar to the earlier papal ghettos for the Jews, the physical segregation of Roma 
is continuing rapidly in Slovakia; with the forcible displacement of Roma settlements, 
and the building of barriers to wall off Roma communities. 

Amnesty International notes that incidences of the forced sterilisation of Roma 
women have occurred in Slovakia.? Cultural Survival* states that there is a ‘strong 


'  http://www.wsws.org/articles/2010/sep2010/roma-s03.shtml (2012) 

2 Ibid. 

3 Ibid. 

4 Cultural Survival is a non-profit group based in Cambridge, Massachusetts. It was founded in 1972; and is 
dedicated to defending the human rights of indigenous peoples. 
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possibility of a widespread effort to control Roma population numbers.’ There are 
reports of systematic efforts in Slovakian hospitals and clinics to force or coerce Roma 
women into sterilisation procedures. Many human rights observers believe that these 
could well represent a form of genocide against Slovakia’s Roma minority. 

Reports have been issued giving incidences of police brutality; and even one of 
poisoning. 

The discrimination and persecution have been sanctioned at the very highest levels 
of the political establishment. 

In spite of his overt anti-Semitism and its appalling consequences, and 
notwithstanding the deaths of dissidents and Roma during his time in power, Jozef 
Tiso, the genocidal war-time President was never condemned or excommunicated by 
the Holy See.** He is now being praised by the Church. 

Latterly, the Catholic Archbishop of Bratislava, Jan Sokol, described life in the 
fascist wartime Slovak state as ‘a time of well-being’; ‘I highly esteem President Tiso’. 


Croatia 


Croatia is a Catholic country. Approximately 88 percent of the population is 
Catholic. 

Following the Nazi invasion and dismemberment of Yugoslavia in April 1941, the 
Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia (NDH) was established as a pro-Nazi 
government. It was dedicated to a clerical-fascist ideology influenced by both Nazism 
and extreme Roman Catholic fanaticism. On coming to power, the Usta&a dictatorship 
in Croatia quickly commenced a systematic policy of extermination of all Serbs, Jews 
and Roma.° Tens of thousands of Roma were put to death in concentration camps.° 

Currently, compared with the rest of Croatian society, the Roma face severe 
disadvantages. Politically, the group is excluded from Croatian society. Since 1991, 
when Croatia declared its independence, discrimination against the Roma has 
increased. For example: 


Roma are not recognised as a national minority in the constitution. 


Vast numbers are refused citizenship and identity cards, effectively making 
them second class citizens by denying them basic rights, including the right to 
attend school, the right to employment, the right to run a business, and the right 
to buy an apartment. 


' http://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/slovakia/slovakia-sterilization- 


practices-criticized (2012) 
2 http://www.wsws.org/articles/2010/sep2010/roma-s03.shtml (2012) 
3 Darring, Gerald. ‘Central European Churches and the Holocaust’. http://www.shc.edu/theolibrary/ 
resources/07Central.htm#_edn5 (2009) 
4 Extensive details on the Slovakian Holocaust of Jews and Roma are given Volume | of this encyclopaedia. 
> http:/Awww.jasenovac.org/whatwasjasenovac.php (2012) 
° Extensive details on the Croatian Holocaust of Jews and Roma are given Volume 1 of this encyclopaedia. 
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These restrictions effectively force them to live on the edges of the Croatian 
economy. 


They are often denied entry to many restaurants and shops, and police do not 
adequately investigate complaints of such exclusionary practices. 


Those who are able to attend school are unable to learn any language other than 
Croatian, which helps explain why many Roma students perform very poorly. 


The treatment of Roma by the police is suspect. They also face attacks by 
Croatian citizens. 


The situation of Roma in Eastern Slavonia has considerably worsened 
following the reintegration of this area into Croatia.! 


Czechoslovakia 


Paul Polansky reported in his book Black Silence, that in the 1990s, or thereabouts, the 
Czech government passed a ‘citizenship law designed to disenfranchise more than 300,000 
Gypsies from Czech citizenship.” 


Belgium 


Since the country’s independence, Catholicism has had an important role in 
Belgium’s politics. Catholicism has traditionally been Belgium’s majority religion; 
being especially strong in Flanders. Catholic identity remains an important part of 
Belgium’s culture.* 

Brussels forces Gypsies to carry at all times identification papers that are stamped 
‘undetermined nationalities’. Yet, many of these so-called ‘stateless’ Gypsies have 
roots in Belgium dating back several centuries. Since 1975, there has been a law 
requiring Gypsies to register each year and request permission to continue residence, 
even if they were born in Belgium.* 

Gypsies who live in caravans are badly off. Not only do they have to get permission 
to camp, but their stay is limited to from six to twenty four hours. ‘Usually police 
arrive with a tow truck and force the Gypsies back on the road.”° 


Germany 


Treatment of Gypsies is the responsibility of the individual German states. 
Migrating Gypsies from eastern European countries have been threatened with 
deportation. A breakthrough occurred in 1989 when the Hamburg senate granted 
‘renewable residency permits’ to Gypsies.° 


http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/country,, MARP,,HRV,,469f3a6b 1 e,0.html (2012) 
Polansky, Paul. Black Silence: The Lety Survivors Speak. p13 

Wikipedia ‘Belgium’ (2016) 

Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. p93 
Ibid. 

© Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. p96 


UR WN 


336 Post-War Hostility to the Romani People 


Italy 


The first expulsions of Gypsies from Italy took place in 1926, under Catholic 
Benito Mussolini.!2 

In 2008, Italy’s government proclaimed a Roma ‘emergency’ (emergenza nomadi). 
Thence, an estimated 150,000 Roma became the target of not only special police 
measures, but also of increasingly brazen public hostility. In Naples three gypsy camps 
in the suburb of Ponticelli were burnt to the ground by an angry crowd.? 


Poland 


Poland is a predominantly Catholic country. 

The Szczurowa Massacre was the murder of 93 Romani people, including children, 
women and the elderly, by German Nazi occupiers in the Polish village of Szczurowa. 
Between ten and twenty families of settled Romanies had lived in Szczurowa for 
generations, alongside ethnic Poles with whom they had friendly and neighbourly 
relations. On 3 August 1943 German police rounded up almost all the Romani 
inhabitants of the village and transported them to the local cemetery where they were 
shot. A list of all the victims has been preserved in the documents of the local church. 

On May 8, 1956, local inhabitants of the village and members of local veterans’ 
associations erected a memorial stone with a suitable inscription at the site of the mass 
grave of the victims. This became the first memorial commemorating victims of the 
Romani Holocaust in the world. 

Today, Poland’s Roma population is relatively small in comparison with other East 
European countries. Estimates of Poland’s Roma community range from approx- 
imately 12,000 to over 60,000. 

Since 1990, thousands of Roma from Romania, Bulgaria and the former 
Yugoslavia have arrived in Poland. For most of them Poland is only a stop-over 
on their way to the west, usually Germany. Many have not been able to enter 
Germany, however, and continue to live in and around large Polish cities like 
Warsaw.> 

Sources report that prejudice against Roma by local government officials and 
police is prevalent in Poland and throughout Eastern Europe. According to an October 
1995 report on the Polish Roma by the Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights, 
“despite the sympathetic attitude and comparatively well informed familiarity with the 
issues concerning the Roma on the part of the central authorities, the frequently ill- 
disposed attitude of the local authorities towards this group presents a problem’.° 

The newspaper Independent, reported on 10 July 2014, that ‘Polish far-right groups 
stir up anti-Roma hatred in the shadow of Auschwitz’, and that a minority is blamed 
for crime and social grievances at rallies where local youths are recruited into vigilante 


http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2008/aug/17/familyandrelationships.roma (2013) 
http://www. leicestershiretogether.org/antiziganism.pdf (2013) 
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2009/mar/30/roma-italy (2013) 

Bartosz, Adam, Nie bdj sie Cygana/Na Dara Rromesoar. Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
Szczurowa_massacre (2015) 

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada. http://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6ac7324.html (2016) 
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patrols. Less than 30 kilometres from Auschwitz, the small Roma community of 
Andrychow is living in fear since Polish far-right groups began a campaign of 
harassment against them. Football fans chant ‘Gypsies out’, where once they shouted 
‘Jews out’.! 

Spain 

Catholicism has long been the main religion of Spain, and although it no longer has 
official status by law, in all public schools in Spain students have to choose either a 
religion or ethics class; and Catholicism is the only religion officially taught? 

Some repressive laws are still in effect. As most of the Gypsies are not considered 
legal residents, Spain prohibits them from legally marrying. Additionally, they have no 
right to vote, nor do they have a right to social welfare. ‘Many of them live in squalor 
on the outskirts of cities and villages, are in very poor health, and have an extremely 
high incidence of infant mortality.” 


Synopsis and Conclusion 
The Roma are an ethnic group living mostly in Europe. 


After World War II and the Porajmos, the plight of these people is generally 
forgotten, and they remain perhaps the most hated minority in Europe. 


In 2008, Italy’s government proclaimed a Roma ‘emergency’ (emergenza 
nomadi). Thence, an estimated 150,000 Roma became the target of not only 
special police measures, but also of increasingly brazen public hostility. In 
Naples, three gypsy camps were burnt to the ground by an angry crowd. 


Croatia is a predominantly Catholic country. Currently, compared with the rest 
of Croatian society, the Roma face severe disadvantages. Politically, the group 
is excluded from Croatian society, and discrimination against them has 
increased. 


In Catholic Poland prejudice against Roma by local government officials and 
police is prevalent. 


Post-war, Catholic Slovakia is one of a number of Eastern European countries 
with an appalling history of discrimination against Roma and other minorities. 


Since the War, the genocidal dictators Croatian Ante Paveli¢ and Slovakian 
Jozef Tiso have been undergoing a characteristic whitewashing by the Church. 


The United Nations Special Rapporteur on minority issues, Rita Izsak, and the 
Special Adviser of the United Nations Secretary-General on the Prevention of 
Genocide, Adama Dieng, have called for stronger measures and initiatives to 


'  http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/polish-far-right-groups-stir-up-anti-roma-hatred-in-the- 
shadow-of-auschwitz-9595882.html (2016) 

2 Wikipedia ‘Spain’ (2016) 

3 Alt, Betty and Silvia Folts. Weeping Violins: The Gypsy Tragedy in Europe. p93 
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keep the memory of the Roma Holocaust alive and enable survivors, Roma 
communities and others to mark it in a recognised and dignified manner: 


Many people globally have little or no knowledge that Roma were targeted by the 
Nazi regime. Under the Nazis, Roma were subjected to arbitrary internment, 
forced labor, and mass murder. German authorities murdered tens of thousands of 
Roma in the German-occupied territories of the Soviet Union and Serbia and 
thousands more in the death camps. 


Much remains to be done to establish the right and possibility for Roma to 
remember and commemorate with dignity. In several countries where evidence 
suggests that Roma fell victims to the Holocaust, governments should make 
2 August an official day of remembrance for the victims of the Pharrajimos. All 
the world’s governments and the international community, including the United 
Nations, must make sure that they include reference to the suffering of Roma in 
their Holocaust education and commemoration events ... 


Violence against Roma is not only a matter of history but is a sad reality for many 
Roma communities today, also. We must realize that the hatred and the 
dehumanization of the victims of the Holocaust that characterised the Nazi era, 
still exist in the hearts and minds of some individuals in Europe today. These 
individuals are capable of committing violence against our fellow Roma citizens 
simply because of who they are. 


The growing presence of and support for extremist parties and ideologies, which 
often target Roma and other minority populations, including immigrants, is of 
increasing concern in Europe. It is in the interest of all European governments and 
democratic political parties to step up their efforts to establish necessary 
integration policies and platforms to ensure that all populations, including the 
Roma are considered and treated equally, can live in security and raise their 
children without fear.! 


Epitome 
Antiziganism remains endemic in several European Catholic countries. 


http://romove.radio.cz/en/article/26553 (2016) 


22 — God, Christ and the UstaSa 


Bigotry is the sacred disease. Heraclitus 


This brief chapter includes a compilation of the occurrences in the previous 
chapters of the use of the words ‘God’ and ‘Christ’ in the service of Catholic UstaSa in 
genocide and force conversion. It serves to emphasise the primal role of the Roman 
Catholic Church and its religious beliefs in the motivation to perform these atrocities. 

Franjo Tudman, a Catholic, who became President of Croatia post-World War II, 
issued the infamous statement: ‘thank God my wife is neither a Serb nor a Jew,’ 


The Prelude to World War IT 


In his report of 29 July 1914 to the Austrian Foreign Minister, the Austrian chargé 
d'affaires to the Holy See relayed the views of the Vatican Secretary of State, who was 
speaking on behalf of Pope Pius X: “The Pope and the Curia see Serbia as a destructive 
disease which is slowly eating away at the Monarchy to its very essence and which 
will eventually destroy it ... Austria is and remains a Catholic state par excellence, the 
strongest bulwark of Christ’ Church in this century.’ 

The Austrian Catholic press lusted for war. E K Winter, later vice-mayor of Vienna, 
wrote in the Catholic paper GroSdsterreich: ‘we know that only after a war can the 
new and great Austria ... be born, and this is why we want the war ... once again, the 
finger of God is showing us the way we must go ... in the name of Catholicism we 
must reach for the sword ...’ 

In 1914, also, the Bishop of Ljubljana, Anton Jeglich, called on the Slovenian 
soldiers: ‘to take arms and defend Catholic Austria and our Catholic imperial family 
from the sworn enemy of Jesus himself ... Jet us fight the enemies of God, against the 
enemies of Catholic Austria, against the enemies of the Catholic Habsburg house.’ 

The UstaSa Party had as its ideology a blend of Fascism, Nazism, Croatian ultra- 
nationalism, and Catholic clerico-fundamentalism. Its declared goal was to destroy the 
Yugoslav state in order to found an ‘independent Croatia’, the ‘Realm of God’, in 
which only Catholics were to have the right to exist. 

Ante Paveli¢é read a speech from Italy to be broadcast into Croatia: ‘our 
Independent State of Croatia ... With help from God and our great friends ... in which 
all weeds will be eradicated ...’ 


Archbishop Alojzije Viktor Stepinac 


In January 1940, Katolicki List, Archbishop Stepinac’s own paper, carried an article, 
entitled ‘Catholicism and Slovakian National Socialism’, praising the establishment of 
the clerical-fascist puppet state of Slovakia: ‘In a modern state, which placed the 
interests of the people above all other considerations, the church and the state must 
cooperate in order to avoid all conflicts and misunderstandings. Thus, in accordance 
with the teachings of Christ, the Church in Slovakia had already exerted itself to 
arrange a new life for the Slovakian people.’ 

Before Yugoslavia was invaded by the Axis, Archbishop Stepinac told Prince Paul: 
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‘The most ideal thing would be for the Serbs to return to the faith of their fathers, that 
is, to bow the head before Christ’ representative [the Catholic Pope].’ 

Archbishop Stepinac is said to have issued a Pastoral Letter: ‘God, who directs the 
destiny of nations and controls the hearts of Kings, has given us Ante Pavelic and 
moved the leader of a friendly and allied people, Adolf Hitler, to use his victorious 
troops to disperse our oppressors and enable us to create an Independent State of 
Croatia. Glory be to God, our gratitude to Adolf Hitler, and infinite loyalty to chief 
Ante Paveli¢.’ 

Stepinac wished God’s blessing on Paveli¢’s work: ‘While we greet you cordially 
as head of the Independent State of Croatia, we implore the Lord of the Stars to give his 
divine blessings to you, the leader of our people.’ 

On 28 April 1941, just after the creation of the NDH, Archbishop Stepinac 
published a pastoral letter in support of both the new state and Poglavnik Pavelié: 
‘There is not one among you who did not recently witness the most significant event in 
the life of the Croatian people among whom we act as heralds of Christ word.’ 

On 23 February 1942, Stepinac ‘received Pavelic, the man blessed by the pope and 
sentenced to death twice ... and celebrated the foundation of the Croatian parliament 
with resounding phrases.’ In February also, at the opening of the Sabor, Stepinac spoke 
of Paveli¢’s ‘deep and lively sense of responsibility’ and prayed that he as the leader of 
the NDH: ‘may successfully help in the renewal and raising up of our beloved 
homeland on the eternal foundations of the Gospel of Christ s teaching.’ 

In Stepinac’s circular, which he distributed to his clergy, he wrote euphorically: 
“The times are such that it is no longer the tongue which speaks but the blood, through 
its mysterious union with the earth, in which we have glimpsed the light of God.’ 

On the occasion of the opening of the UstaSa Parliament, Stepinac ordered the 
singing of a solemn Ze Deum in Zagreb Cathedral that was attended by Paveli¢ and the 
Axis diplomatic representatives. Stepinac twice solemnly greeted Paveli¢ at the 
entrance to the Cathedral, and, in full regalia, escorted him in. He gave thanks to God 
for the establishment of the new regime, with special prayers being offered for the 
Poglavnik. 

Approving the Axis, Stepinac wrote in Hrvatska Straza, ‘Hitler is an envoy of 
God.’ 

In Zagreb, where Archbishop Stepinac and the Apostolic Nuncio Marcone resided, 
his Eminence Dositej, the Orthodox Metropolitan of Zagreb, was tortured in such a 
bestial fashion that he lost his sanity. Stepinac confirmed: ‘it is easy to see the hand of 
God in this work.’ 

Stepinac informed Pius XII that 244,000 Orthodox Serbs had been ‘converted to 
the Church of God.’ 

There was a declaration by Archbishop Stepinac It read: ‘Hrvatska Straza has 
always defended the religious ideals of the Croatian people without which the nation 
itself means nothing. Let it continue on that road in the Independent State of Croatia. It 
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can render no greater service to its people than by spreading and defending the 
principles, which God has placed as the foundation of the lives of individuals and 
peoples.’ 

US Cardinal Spellman praised Stepinac’s ‘love for God and homeland’ 

Pope John Paul beatified Stepinac, and eulogised: ‘In his human and spiritual 
journey Blessed Alojzije Stepinac gave his people a sort of compass to serve as an 
orientation. And these were its cardinal points: faith in God...’ 


Archbishop Ivan Evandelista Sarié 


Archbishop of Sarajevo, Ivan Sarié, declared: ‘There exists limits to love. The 
movement for ridding the world of Jews is a movement for restoring human dignity. 
Almighty God stands behind this movement.’ 

In the Catholic newspapers of Sarié’s Sarajevo diocese: ‘lifting ourselves upwards 
to God, we prayed to the Almighty to guide and protect Ante Paveli¢ for the liberation 
of Croatia. The good God heard and, behold, he answered our cries and 
supplications.” 

Novi List of 10 November 1942 reported how Sarié had delivered a speech in the 
presence of German and UstaSa officers. He concluded: ‘Commend yourselves to our 
beloved Lord with whose help we will gain the final victory together with our dear 
friends and allies. Therefore, with faith in God and with devotion to our beloved leader, 
we must always be ready to die for the Chief and for the Fatherland.’ 

Sari¢ penned a eulogy to Pavelié, Kada Sunca Sija and had it published in his own 
diocesan press. It included the words: ‘For God himself was at thy side, thou good and 
strong one, So that thou mightest perform thy deeds for the Homeland ...’ 

Sarié incited his clergy ‘to employ revolutionary methods to the service of the truth, 
of justice and of honour.’ He praised the new laws. ‘There exist limits to love,’ he said, 
and claimed that it would be ‘stupid and unworthy of Christ’ disciples to think that the 
struggle against evil could be waged in a noble way and with gloves on.’ 

Sarié published an article in Sarajevski Novi List in which he glorified Ante Pavelic, 
and expressed his complete loyalty to him and to UstaSa principles. He concluded: ‘He 
was given to us by God in whom he, as a man of God, has faith. We have to thank 
Providence for having given him to us.’ 

Novi List of 10 November 1942 reported a speech by Sari¢: ‘The good Lord loves 
the Croatian people whose slogan is God and the Croatians. In order to be such we 
must follow the example of our noble Chieftain, who can serve as a model to us in 
every way, including religion ... pray and commend yourself to God with whose help 
along with that of our great and dear allies we will finally be victorious.’ 

Sarié’s golden jubilee as a priest gave Usta8a authorities and followers another 
opportunity for manifesting their UstaSa ideology. On this occasion, Sarié himself 
published an article in Hrvatski Narod of 30 July 1944, entitled ‘Thanks to God and to 
the Poglavnik.’ 
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The Bishop of Dakovo 


In 1941, the printer for the official diocesan journal of Dakovo issued a leaflet 
which was widely distributed among the Serbs. It read: “The Lord Jesus Christ said 
that there shall be one pasture and one shepherd. This unity must be carried out in the 
Independent State of Croatia. Inhabitants of the Greek-Eastern faith, hear this friendly 
advice! ... You may increase your property in peace and rear your children for God 
and for the Independent State of Croatia. In the Catholic Church you will insure the 
saving of your immortal souls.” 


The Catholic Press 


The Catholic press propagated Fascism even before the war — making propaganda 
for the fascists and UstaSe, and praising Hitler and Paveli¢. This press sowed the seeds 
of national, religious and race hatred. In newspapers such as those that were directed to 
children and to the youth: Andeo Cuvar, Glasnik Sy. Josipa, Crnce, Glasnik Sv Ante, 
Mali Vrtic, and so on. Paveli¢ and his Ustashi were praised and described as ‘Gods 
missionaries, the executors of Gods providence, and of Gods justice.’ 

The visionary Katolicki Tjednik stated: ‘The image of the Virgin Mother of God has 
appeared as a sign in the heavens above our new, young and free Croatia ... The 
Croatia of God and Mary from ancient times has risen again.’ 

Katolicki Tjednik printed articles — for example, issue No. 4, 1941 — entitled ‘A 
New Order Must Come’. It also enthusiastically welcomed the entry of Nazi German 
troops into Zagreb, and the proclamation of the NDH on 21 April 1941: ‘The Catholic 
Church ... prays to God, that all Croats, united together, find in the state of Croatia the 
fulfilment of its justified aspirations.’ That all people with their responsible leadership 
can become the people of the Lord. The Church is convinced that there are objective 
and subjective terms by which our people have fulfilled the words of the Lord: 

‘Blessed is the people whose God is the Lord! With those wishes and prayers we enter 
the era of the NDH.’ 

Nedelja of 27 April 1941 carried an article entitled “The Crusaders Extend 
Greetings to the Croatian State and its Poglavnik’. It read, in part: ‘Chieftain! The 
Crusaders greet you and express to you their great love and devotion. May the 
Almighty bestow on you and on our state His blessings in abundance, and the 
Crusaders will continue to build immortal souls for God and unbreakable characters 
for the Croatian people. God is alive! For the Fatherland we are ready!’ 

In the issue of 27 April 1941, the editor of Katolicki Tjednik, Monsignor Kralik, an 
influential leader, praised the accomplishments of Catholic Action in organising the 
Crusader Youth: ‘In the light of recent events it was made clear what an important role 
this organisation performed by spiritually preparing ‘the new, young, Godly Croatia.’ 

In the issue of 27 April 1941, the editor of Katolicki Tjednik declared: ‘The 
Poglavnik is a courageous man, a great man, a man of God and of the people. May the 
dear Lord preserve our Poglavnik for a long life!’ 

Issues No. 5 and 6, 1941, of Vjesnik Pocasne Straze Srca Isusova contained an 
article entitled ‘The Banner of Croatia — the Heart of Christ in which the ‘resurrection’ 
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of Croatia was compared with that of Christ: ‘In the early spring the ... great son of the 
Croatian people returned and gave them their liberty and ancient rights. And this is also 
the work of God; the Lord did it all...’ 

The Catholic Crusader weekly Nedelja, in its issue of 6 June 1941, declared that: 
‘Christ and the Ustase and Christ and the Croatians march together through history. 
From the first day of its existence the UstaSa movement has been fighting for the 
victory of Christs principles, for the victory of justice, freedom, and truth. Our Holy 
Saviour will help us in the future as he has done until now, that is why the new Ustasa 
Croatia will be Christ’, ours and no one else’s.’ 

On 15 June 1941, Katolicki Tjednik declared: ‘For the Croatian people, the Serbs 
are the biggest enemies, to which, as in the rest of Europe, we can add the Jews, the 
Free Masons, and the communists ... Therefore: may we finally stop using the dumb 
claim, so unworthy of the followers of Christ, that one should fight against evil and 
against ruinous people in a polite and elegant manner.’ 

Katolicki Tjednik declared in August 1941, that ‘those who wish to wage the battle 
against evil wearing kid gloves are stupid and unworthy of being followers of Christ.’ 
The same periodical later also published: ‘Until now God spoke through papal 
encyclicals, sermons, the Christian press ... And they were deaf. Now God has decided 
to use other methods. He will prepare missions! World missions! They will be upheld 
not by priests but by army commanders led by Hitler. The sermons will be heard with 
the help of cannon, machine guns, tanks and bombers.’ 

In the 26 November 1941 issue of Nova Hrvatska, Paveli¢ praised the work of the 
Catholic clergy within the ranks of the UstaSa military: ‘I am convinced that posterity 
will be grateful to you Roman Catholic Croatian priests for having inculcated our first 
soldiers of the Independent State of Croatia with a wholesome spirit, a high morality 
and respect for God, as well as with fearlessness and courage in facing the enemy both 
within and without.’ 

Glasnik Sy. Ante, in its issue of 12 December 1941, declared that the birth of the 
NDH was God’s work: ‘The Croatians, who are mostly a Catholic people, consider 
such a great historical event as some fortunate accident, or as a stroke of luck. No, this 
is the work of God and Providence.’ 

Katolicki Tjednik In its issue of 5 April 1942 it stated: ‘Upon the anniversary of the 
founding of the Independent State of Croatia, we Catholics will piously clasp our 
hands and pray to God to let his blessing fall upon our land and our people. Of the 
individual leaders of our state, the main subject of our prayers and sacrifices will be 
our Chieftain, Ante Pavelic.’ 

The 15 April 1942 issue of the paper Glasnik Biskupije Bosanske i Sremske carried 
a review of a celebration given by the ‘Society of Religious Youth’ in connection with 
the first anniversary of the UstaSa state: ‘Every thought of our State independence is 
closely tied to the name of Ante Paveli¢. We must admit that those basic principles 
upon which the life of our new state must develop are in agreement with the principles 
of God ...’ 
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The UstaSa 


Many of the UstaSa officers were Catholic priests, and often friars, who had taken 
an oath to fight with dagger and gun for the ‘triumph of Christ and Croatia’. 

Father Guberina exhorted: ‘The opportunity has come to the Croatian Catholics to 
show what great defenders of God they are ...’ 

Friar Miroslav Filipovic gently received the child, lifted her to the lectern and then 
slowly began to slit her throat in front of the other children, the teacher and the UstaSe. 
The horrified children screamed and jumped. Filipovié then, in dignified fashion, 
addressed the UstaSe: ‘UstaSe, by this in the name of God I baptise these degenerates 
and you should follow my example. I am the first to accept all sin onto my soul; I will 
confess you and absolve you of all sin.’ 

Directive regarding the conversion of the members of the Eastern Orthodox 
Church ...: “Special offices and church committees must be created immediately for 
those to be converted. ... Our universal mission, the salvation of souls and the greatest 
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, is involved in this issue. 

Early in 1944, Paveli¢’s War Ministry issued a special prayer book for soldiers 
entitled “The Croatian Soldier’. The book is full of pleas to God on behalf of Pavelic, 
the NDH and the Usta&e. In one of these, the priest asks for blessings on the militant 
UstaSe. This reads: ‘Almighty and immortal God, father of strength and mercy... turn 
your mercy ... to those your children, the Croatian UstaSe and Domobrani ...”! 


Post Mortem 


After the War, Marshall Tito had forbidden mention of the Prebilovci massacres, 
but by 1991 the new freedom allowed the remaining families to exhume the pit and 
bury their dead, and to have a monument built. When the carefully and reverently 
collected bones of the dead Serbs were being transported to a burial site, the truck 
passed under a bridge bearing the hastily-daubed sign: ‘Come visit us again — God and 
the Croats’. 


Jesus wept. 


' Examples of the vindictiveness of the God of the Croatians and their use thereof are presented in the Postscript, 
below. 
2 John 11:35 


23 — Summary 


The Croatian fascists began a massacre of Serbs which, in the whole 
annals of World War II, was surpassed for savagery only by the mass 
extermination of Polish Jews.! 


The Catholic Church 


In the words of Jean-Baptiste de la Salle: ‘The church is the society of the faithful 
collected into one and the same body ...’ It is described in the Catholic Encyclopedia 
(‘The Church’) as ‘a society formed of living men ... [it] will persist to the end of time, 
but further, that it will preserve unimpaired its essential characteristics.’ The retention 
of these substantive characteristics is the key to understanding the evils recorded in this 
book. 


The Long Hatred 


To the Orthodox, Eastern Christianity is Christianity — their church is the universal 
and orthodox church. ‘The Orthodox Church is the one Church founded by Jesus 
Christ and his apostles.’ 

Eastern Christianity has a long history of being persecuted. Firstly, by the pagans, 
then by the Muslims; later, the Russian Orthodox were persecuted by the Soviets; and 
during World War II the Serbian Orthodox Church was almost totally destroyed by the 
Catholic UstaSe in the Independent State of Croatia — part of the former Yugoslavia. 

Notwithstanding the Orthodox Church being ‘a peer to Catholicism in antiquity’, 
the Catholic Church has regarded the Orthodox Church as a detestable heresy. To 
Roman Catholicism, Western Christianity is Christianity — it is the universal and 
orthodox church. 

Accordingly, the antagonism of these two ancient churches has produced the 
world’s longest diplomatic war, which, notwithstanding current efforts by Pope Francis, 
‘is still being fought as fiercely, as ruthlessly and as unscrupulously as ever.’ ‘The goal 
of this thousand-year war is simple: the destruction or subjugation of the Orthodox 
Church or its voluntary or forcible integration into the Catholic Church.’ 

Consequently, the Holy See’s diplomacy has been unscrupulous in its attempts to 
reach the above objective. Its most blatant intrigues have comprised unscrupulous 
diplomatic cunning, duplicity and mendacity. Councils, religious compromises, 
political bargaining, secret negotiations, and physical wars — every device has been 
used ‘to put Orthodoxy in fetters.’ The consequence: the innocent have suffered. 


A Reiteration of the Catholic Evils 


In 1942, the well-known Croatian politician Prvoslav Grisogono sent a letter to 
Archbishop Stepinac, the Catholic Primate of Croatia, drawing his attention to the 
atrocities being committed by the UstaSe. 


The slaughter of Serbs began from the very first day of the establishment of the 


' Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1971 to 1986 (‘Yugoslavia, World War II’) 
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Independent State of Croatia and has continued relentlessly to this very day. The 
horror is not only in the killing. The killing includes everybody: old men, women 
and children. With accompanying barbarian torture. These innocent Serbs have 
been impaled, fire has been lit on their bare chest, they have been roasted alive, 
bumed in their homes and churches while still living, covered with boiling water 
and then their skin peeled off and salt poured into their wounds, their eyes have 
been pulled out, their ears, noses and tongues cut off, the priests have had their 
beards and moustaches torn off from their skulls, their sex organs severed and put 
into their mouths, they have been tied to trucks and then dragged along the ground, 
nails have been pressed into their heads, their heads nailed to the floor, they have 
been thrown alive into wells and over cliffs, and grenades thrown after them, their 
heads smashed against wall, their backs broken against rocks and tree stumps, and 
many other horrible tortures were perpetrated, such as normal people can hardly 
imagine ... 


The letter remained unanswered. 


A Measure of Catholic Ethos and Mentality 


Rich monasteries, valuable real estate, many Orthodox Churches and a great 
volume of religious art and treasure were stolen by the Roman Catholic Church 
and transferred to itself. None of these has ever been returned. In Catholic moral 
theology, wrongful possession of another’s goods has always required 
restitution. In the light of the overwhelming evidence of the Church’s theft and 
retention of Serbian and Jewish property, it could be validly asked, of what 
value is Catholic moral theology, other than for self service? 


Tudman’s government demolished more than 160 of Christ’s Serbian Orthodox 
churches. 


‘When we Croats establish our own state, all the Serbs in it will fit under a 
single umbrella.’ 


A competition was held at Jasenovac Concentration Camp to see who could 
propel a man the longest distance by hitting him only once on the skull or the 
back with a hammer. Father Ljubo Milos and Father Modric were participants. 
Modric won. 150 Serbs were killed in one hour this way. 


The UstaSe had a song: ‘We UstaSe do not drink wine, But the blood of Serbs of 


Djorde Bokié was one of Christ’s Serbian Orthodox priests. The UstaSe 
strapped him to a tree. They whipped him until he was bloody all over, then 
they cut off his ears, nose, tongue, and afterwards they sawed off his chin. They 
burned his eyes with a candle and when they saw that in spite of these tortures 
he was still showing signs of life, they ripped open his chest with a knife and 
fired a pistol shot into the cavity. 


Croatian doctor Nikola Nikoli¢é, who had been imprisoned in Camp III, 
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Jasenovac, witnessed a murder there by trampling. He recalled two facial 
expressions: that of the victim with his wide open eyes, full of blood, with foam 
in his mouth, gasping for air; and that of the bestially distorted face of the 
screaming, rabidly foaming UstaSe murderer. ‘These two have permeated my 
memory. They pursue me throughout my whole life.’ 


The UstaSe hit the woman in the stomach, and with a sudden jerk he grabbed 
her child. Helpless and stunned, the woman was lying on the ground. The 
UstaSe began cursing: ‘Cursed be your Serbian mother, we shall kill all of you!’ 
The baby in his hands was crying, and cursing he took off its diapers, grabbed it 
by his small legs and started revolving it in a circle. He turned it faster and faster 
and suddenly threw it on the ground at the head of the mother. The baby’s head 
cracked like a ripe melon, its blood and brain spilling over the mother’s 
maddened face. 


These examples of bigotry and bestiality are reflections of the Catholic ethos and 
mentality that were confirmed by Mile Budak, UstaSa Minister of Education and 
Culture, stating categorically: 


our acts stem from our devotion to religion and to the Roman Catholic Church. 
The Franciscans 


As they did in the Church’s many evil Inquisitions and other sordid activities over 
the centuries, so also the Franciscans feature prominently in the infliction of the 
atrocities recorded in this volume. 


Hypocrisy and Self-exculpation 
In the Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia (NDH), the Church: 


did not merely turn a blind eye to genocide, it was an active and enthusiastic 
participant. Priests and monks took part in atrocities, bishops promoted. anti- 
Semitism and vilified Serbs at the very moment the Jews and Serbs were being 
exterminated, and forced conversions took place all across Croatia. All the while, 
the Church stood by, waiting to see whether or not this social experiment would 
advance its interests. 


This was confirmed on 17 February 1942, when the chief of the Nazi security 
service and SD emphasised in a detailed communication to Himmler:! 


ultimately the Catholic Church, with its conversion measures and enforcement, 
had forced these atrocities by the UstaSa by also using the UstaSa to carry out their 
conversion measures. 


At the same time, almost the entire Romani population was killed in Croatia, 
Estonia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands. This ‘Porajmos’ was most 


'  Deschner, Karlheinz. God and the Fascists: The Vatican Alliance with Mussolini, Franco, Hitler, and 
Paveli¢. p199 
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intense in Yugoslavia (including the NDH), where around 98 percent of all Romanies 
were killed. Devout Catholic leader Ante Paveli¢ was the visible driving force behind 
this genocide. 

Typically, ‘the church has yet to apologize for, or even acknowledge the existence 
of, this genocide.’ Indeed, after the collapse of the NDH, the Holy See, and with it the 
entire Roman Catholic Church, never admitted any responsibility for the atrocities 
committed there. When asked to express its abhorrence for the deeds committed by the 
UstaSe in the NDH, the Church kept its silence. When accused, it disclaimed any 
connection with the whole Croatian ‘experiment’. In fact, the Holy See dismissed the 
Croatian massacres and genocides against Orthodox Serbs and Jews as ‘teething 
troubles of a new regime.’ 

Whitewashing of past involvement and crimes by Catholics has been an ongoing 
millennial pursuit of the Catholic Church. 

Particularly applicable to the Catholic Church with respect to Croatia, is the 
observation of Mark Twain that: 


The history of our race, and each individual’s experience, are sown thick with 
evidence that a truth is not hard to kill and that a lie told well is immortal. 


Consequently, the liberal thinker Alfred Miller stated: 


It is inconceivable to what degree the horrible events of 1941-45 were successfully 
shrouded in a veil of silence and oblivion. But it is not strange that all means have 
been employed to that end ... 


The Truth 


It has been justifiably said that ‘Truth is the first casualty of any war. One can hardly 
find a more illustrative example of this fact than the case of civil wars in ex-Yugoslavia.’! 

The Catholic Encyclopedia (‘Truth’) explains that ‘To judge that things are what 
they are is to judge truly.’ “The object about which we judge is reality itself...’ 


Sin and the Law 
The Catholic Encyclopedia also records: 


The direct killing of an innocent person is, of course, to be reckoned among the 
most grievous of sins. It is said to happen directly when the death of the person is 
viewed either as an end attractive in itself, or at any rate is chosen as a means to 
an end. The malice discernible in the sin is primarily chargeable to the violation of 
the supreme ownership of God over the lives of His creatures. 


Jesus said: 


You shall love the Lord your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul 
and with your whole mind. This is the greatest and the first commandment. And the 


' Facts about Civil Wars in ex-Yugoslavia. http:/www.srpska-mreza.com/library/library.html (2016) 
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second is like to this: You shall love your neighbour as yourself. On these two 
commandments depends the whole law and the prophets.! 


‘Sin is a moral evil’, so also states the Catholic Encyclopedia. Mortal sin is defined 
by the Church as ‘something said, done or desired contrary to the eternal law, or a 
thought, word, or deed contrary to the eternal law.’ It is ‘an aversion from God’. 


The Church is Accountable, notwithstanding its Efforts to the Contrary 


Accountability cannot be disowned. All organisations are accountable for their 
actions. The Catholic Church is an organisation.? Father Edward Flannery, ‘one of 
this century’s spiritual giants’, emphasised ‘There can be no quarter conceded to pious 
dissimulation’.* The truth must out. In the words of Pope John Paul II: 


no bargains can be made with truth, because truth is not negotiable.* 


Accordingly, the unconstrained truth is that the Latin Church by committing 
horrendous crimes against Orthodox and Romani peoples has consistently broken both 
of the above-mentioned fundamental commandments of Christ — it has broken the 
eternal law. It has violated the supreme ownership of God over the lives of these, His 
creatures. 

A single example serves to emphasise this fact. Mile Budak publicly stated that 
forcible conversion, expulsion, and extermination of ethnic Serbs was the official 
national policy. In a speech at Gospié on 22 July 1941 he declared: 


For the rest — Serbs, Jews and Gypsies — we have three million bullets. We shall 
kill one third of all Serbs. We shall deport another third, and the rest will be 
forcibly converted to Roman Catholicism. 


Apostolic Administrator and Bishop Dr Janko Simrak confirmed: 


Our work is legal because it is in accord with official Vatican policy, with the 
directives of the saintly congregation of the Cardinals for the Eastern church ... 


' Matthew 22:37-40 

2 Catholic Encyclopedia ‘The Church’. Coriden, James A. An Introduction to Canon Law. p3 

3 Flannery, Edward H. The Anguish of the Jews. p294 

4 http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/homilies/1998/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_19981003_croazia- 
beatification.html (2016) 
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The Catholic Church 


Renowned historian Holm Sundhausen confirmed that the Vatican carries the 
ultimate responsibility for the massacres of the Orthodox population. And that it was 
the Catholic Church that committed the crimes, ‘while the Croatian fascists like 
compliant marionettes served as “front men” to conceal the identity of the real 
perpetrator.’ 

In truth, God might as well have been speaking of the Catholic Church when he 
said: 


For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips 
have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness. None calleth for justice, 
nor any pleadeth for truth: they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they conceive 
mischief, and bring forth iniquity ... The way of peace they know not; and there is 
no judgement in their goings: they have made them crooked paths ...! 


Catholic Impiety 


The Catholic apostle wrote ‘He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.’? 
Consequently, the non-negotiable truth is that the Catholic Church, having loved 
neither the Serbs, the Jews, nor the Roma, has not known God. 


Catholic Faith 


Faith: the Catholic Encyclopedia defines ‘an act of Divine supernatural faith’ as 
‘the act of the intellect assenting to a Divine truth owing to the movement of the will, 
which is itself moved by the grace of God’. 

Far from divine, Catholic faith is malleable and adaptable to numerous situations. 

Many examples prove this — the rebuttal of Galileo’s heliocentric findings; the 
belief in a flat earth; and, in 1829 Pope Leo XII forbad vaccination against smallpox 
during an epidemic, because he had faith that the disease was a punishment from God. 

The role of the Catholic God is again evident in the power of twentieth-century 
Catholic faith in driving the Croatians to perpetrate the outrages against the Orthodox 
Serbs. This faith has been summed up in the words of Cali Ruchala: 


Nowhere else in Europe was faith to become so ruthlessly prostituted for such evil. 
Catholic Murders 


There is no known reference to Christ ever having taught forced conversions or 
genocide. Nevertheless, the Catholic Church’s forced conversions of the Orthodox, 
and its destruction of the Romani peoples and Orthodox peoples and their Church 
were deliberate, calculated acts of genocide. 


' Isaiah 59:3-4,8 

2 The reference to ‘the Catholic apostle’ (7 John 4:8) derives from the description of the Epistles of the 
apostles in the Catholic Douay-Rheims Bible. The Epistles of the New Testament are described as ‘Catholic 
Epistles’ in the Catholic Encyclopedia. 
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These religiously guided events are examples of allegedly-Christian man’s 
inhumanity to man. To kill is to kill. To send to extermination camps is to kill 
physically. To convert forcibly to another faith is to kill spiritually. Croatian Prvoslav 
Grisogono spoke the truth: ‘our church wanted to show that it could destroy souls 
just as the Ustashi authorities destroy bodies.’ 

These are truths ‘which will forever be counted among the most frightening pages of 
Church history.’ 


The Catholic Church’s Guilt 


God alone is the Lord of life from its beginning until its end: no one can under any 
circumstance claim for himself the nght directly to destroy an innocent human 
being.! 

Cognisant of the above truths, the judgement of impartial history is that the 
countless unholy acts of murder against the Eastern Orthodox and Romani peoples, 
executed by the Roman Church and its laity, supported by its ‘central ecclesiastical 
government’ the Holy See, have been contrary to the eternal law. They have therefore 
been moral evils, mortal sins — gross aversions from both love and God, the Lord of 
life. 

Irrevocably, from the popes and the Holy See down, the institutional Roman 
Catholic Church is guilty. And yet, it has never admitted, nor apologised, nor made 
reparation, nor been punished for its primal role in these diabolical sins. 

The Church’s contemporary whitewashing of its iniquitous past, its institutional 
cover-up, its support and mendacious sanctimonious words of praise for the major 
genocidal participants, and its hypocritical self-exculpation cannot erase these facts. 
The truth is inerasable. Neither is there a statute of limitations on truth. 


Lest We Forget 


‘And there should be no forgetting.” 
In 1985, Serbian Orthodox Patriarch German II pleaded: 


Brothers, to forgive we must, because such is the Evangelical commandment, — 
but to forget, we cannot. Let the great-grandsons of our great-grandsons know that 
this enormous concrete cross on the field of the concentration camp of Jasenovac 
is the witness of madness ... 


The International Forum on the Holocaust was held in January 2000 in Stockholm. 
It gathered representatives from 41 countries at the highest level, and issued a 
Declaration: 


The obligation of all of us is to repeat the terrible truth about the Genocide 
contrary to those who negate it. 


'  Donum Vitae, 5. 
2 Betrayal: The Crisis in the Catholic Church. p220 
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And Moses counselled: 


Forget not the words that thy eyes have seen, and let them not go out of thy heart 
all the days of thy life. Thou shalt teach them to thy sons and to thy grandsons.! 


Lois McMaster Bujold urged: ‘The dead cannot cry out for justice; it is a duty of 
the living to do so for them.’ This exhortation alone warrants the existence of these 


pages. 
The Judgement — An Unholy and Godless Church 


In the words of the philosopher and lawyer Joseph-Marie, comte de Maistre, ‘The 
sword of justice has no scabbard.’ 

Nothing is exempt. Not even religious ideologies or institutions. 

Roman Catholicism is the ideology of the Roman Catholic Church. By virtue of 
their key roles in these Croatian exterminations, both the ideology and the institution 
are the ultimate guilty parties. 

Unholy 

Holiness has been defined as the quality of being morally and spiritually perfect; as 
being devoted to God. 

The immoral, unspiritual tortures and murders of the innocent, by the ‘One, Holy, 
Catholic and Apostolic Church’ in ex-Yugoslavia, irrevocably brand both the Church 
and the Holy See as unholy. They have both forfeited the right to justifiably use the 
appellation ‘Holy’. 


Godless 


Well-known Croatian politician Prvoslav Grisogono sent a letter to Croatian 
Primate Aloyjzije Stepinac drawing his attention to the atrocities being committed by 
the UstaSe and the Church: 


in all these unprecedented barbarian crimes which are more than Godless, 
our Catholic church participated. 


In May 1992, following the genocides in the Balkans during World War II and the 


1991-1995 War, the Council of the Holy Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church 
issued a Memorandum with a tragic ring: 


As of yesterday, Serbian people in Croatia, Dalmatia, Bosnia and Herze- 


govina have ceased to exist! 


Catholics had planned and carried out the extermination of a whole people. 

The Apostle Paul stated that the Church is ‘the pillar and foundation of the truth’. 
Catholic Encyclopedia explains this as meaning “Therefore the church of the living 
God can never uphold error’. 


' Deuteronomy 4:9 in the Douay-Rheims Bible. 
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Accordingly, upholding no error in his address in the Hall of Remembrance at Yad 
Vashem, Pope John Paul II correctly judged and condemned utterly both Roman 
Catholicism and the Roman Catholic Church (as perpetrator of the ideology) by his 
confirmation of the unassailable truth that: 


Only a godless ideology could plan and carry out the 
extermination of a whole people. 


Postscript — The Evils of the UstaSa justified by the Expressed 
Malignity of the Catholic God 


Chapter 22, above, gave examples of the Catholic Croatian’s verbally articulated valid- 
ation by their God and their Christ of the nefarious activities of the UstaSe. This postscript 
examines further the relevant biblical expressions of these deities and the application 
thereof by the UstaSe in the cause of their bestialities and annihilations. 

All biblical quotations in this postscript are from the Catholic Douay-Rheims Bible. 


The Theological Basis of the Evils of the Croatians 


Impartial history reveals that the Bible has resulted in more human suffering and 
deaths than any other religious book that has ever been written. The magazine 
Theosophy reminded its readers that: 


The Church Fathers have forced on the believers in Christ a Bible, the laws 
prescribed in which he was the first to break; the teachings of which he 
utterly rejected; and for which crimes he was finally crucified ... The 
Christian clergy are attired in the cast-off garb of the heathen priesthood; 
acting diametrically in opposition to their God’s moral precepts, but 
nevertheless, sitting in judgment over the whole world.! 


The Old Testament 


Author James Dudley compiled a book entitled: A Closer Look at the Bible and its 
Sadistic and Genocidal God: The Book of Genesis, First in a Series In his 
Introduction, Dudley states that ‘I have found the Bible to be one of the most negative, 
brutal, and shocking books ever written ...’ 

In his Moral Purity and Persecution in History, sociologist Barrington Moore, Jr. 
came to the conclusion that monotheism, with its emphasis on virtue and its absence of 
supernatural scapegoats, is responsible for some of the most venomous forms of 
intolerance, and is a major cause of human malevolence and suffering. 

The philosopher Thomas Paine observed that ‘It is from the Bible that man has 
learned cruelty, rapine and murder; for the belief of a cruel God makes a cruel man.”4 
And in his book Js Religion Killing Us? Violence in the Bible and the Quran, Jack 
Nelson-Pallmeyer describes how the acceptance of a violent and vengeful God within 
“sacred texts’ encourages human violence, and sanctions abusive notions of power. In 
the Bible, the dominant portrayals of God’s mightiness present power as power over 
others. For example: 


... the years which the locust, and the bruchus, and the mildew, and the 


' Theosophy, Vol 4. No. 7. May 1958. Source: http:/vww.blavatsky.net/magazine/theosophy/ww/additional/ 


ListOfCollatedArticles/Christianity Vs.Church.htm (2008) 
2 Trafford Publishing, 2006 
Moore, Barrington Jr. Moral Purity and Persecution in History. dust cover 
Paine, Thomas. Quoted by Lewis, Joseph, in: Inspiration and Wisdom from the Writings of Thomas Paine. 
Source: http://www.positiveatheism.org/hist/quotes/paiframe.htm (2006) 
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palmerworm hath eaten; my great host which I sent upon you. (Joel 2:25) 
And: 


God prepared a worm, when the morning arose on the following day: and it 
struck the ivy and it withered. And when the sun was risen, the Lord 
commanded a hot and burning wind: and the sun beat upon the head of 
Jonas, and he broiled with the heat: and he desired for his soul that he 
might die, and said: It is better for me to die than to live. (Jonah 4:7-8) 


Even worse: 


Moreover the Lord thy God will send also homets among them, until he 
destroy and consume all that have escaped thee, and could hide them- 
selves ... because the Lord thy God is in the midst of thee, a God mighty 
and terrible: He will consume these nations in thy sight by little and little 
and by degrees ... But the Lord thy God shall deliver them in thy sight: and 
shall slay them until they be utterly destroyed. (Deuteronomy 7:20-23) 


Plus: 


Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts the God of Israel: Behold I will feed 
this people with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink. And I 
will scatter them among the nations, which they and their fathers have not 
known: and I will send the sword after them till they be consumed. 
(Jeremiah 9:15-16) 


By way of further example: 


And I will send in upon you the beasts of the field, to destroy you and your 
cattle, and make you few in number: and that your highways may be 
desolate. (Leviticus 26:22) 


For his hand was against them, that they should perish from the midst of 
the camp. (Deuteronomy 2:15) 


Ultimately God said: 


I will destroy man, whom I have created, from the face of the earth, from 
man even to beasts, from the creeping thing even to the fowls of the air, for 
it repenteth me that I have made them. (Genesis 6:7) 


Likewise, God exhorts his followers to destroy others. Thus efficacious power, both 
divine and human, is conveyed in terms of fear, rewards and punishments, defeat of 
enemies, and superior violence.! Accordingly, Professor Andrew Dickson White 
found the Bible to be: 


a mass of entangling utterances, fruitful in wrangling interpretations — 
which have given to the world long and weary ages of ‘hatred, malice, and 
all uncharitableness’; of fetishism, subtlety and pomp; of tyranny, blood- 


'  Nelson-Pallmeyer, Jack. Is Religion Killing Us? Violence in the Bible and the Quran. p xv 
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shed, and solemnly constituted imposturing ...! 
The New Testament 


Robert G Ingersoll, in his Why I Am An Agnostic (1896), drew attention to the 
biblical face of God in the New Testament:? 


In the Old Testament, they said, God is the judge — but in 


| a ye the New, Christ is the merciful. As a matter of fact, the 
B oF tesvs ciitist, TRANS New Testament is infinitely worse than the Old. In the 


es) SLATED PAITHFYELY INTO ENGLISH, 
Gone ential 
the 


Old there is no threat of eternal pain. Jehovah had no 
seen cies ee ; eternal prison — no everlasting fire. His hatred ended at 
| the grave. His revenge was satisfied when his enemy was 
dead. In the New Testament, death is not the end, but the 
beginning of punishment that has no end. In the New 
Testament the malice of God is infinite and the hunger of 
his revenge eternal ..2 

my ebemer <ES)—— Ingersoll continued his theme: 

25 revvntro. 1 No human being has imagination enough to conceive of 
SUSUSURUS this infinite horror. All that the human race has suffered in 
war and want, in pestilence and famine, in fire and flood, all the pangs and 
pains of every disease and every death — all this is as nothing compared 
with the agonies to be endured by one lost soul. This is the consolation of 
the Christian religion. This is the justice of God — the mercy of Christ.4 


In confirmation, the preacher Hosea Ballou reminded the world that Christians: 





have exercised, toward their fellow creatures, a spirit of enmity, which but 
too well corresponds with the relentless cruelty of their doctrine, and the 
wrath which they have imagined to exist in our heavenly Father. By having 
such an example constantly before their eyes, they have become so trans- 
formed into its image, that, whenever they have had the power, they have 
actually executed a vengeance on men and women, which evinced that the 
cruelty of their doctrine had overcome the native kindness and compassion 
of the human heart.> 


Good examples of this cruelty are to be found in Matthew 13:41-42 and 25:41: 


The Son of man shall send his angels, and they shall gather out of his 
kingdom all scandals, and them that work iniquity. And shall cast them into 
the furnace of fire: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 


' White, Andrew Dickson. A History of the Warfare of Science with Theology. Vol 2. p395 

2 Photograph: Title Page of Douay-Rheims New Testament of 1582. Source: https://archive.org/details/ 
nevvtestamentofi00mart. This file is in the public domain. 

3 Ingersoll, Robert G. Why [Am An Agnostic. Emphases added. 

4 Tbid. Emphases added. 

> Ballou, Hosea. An Examination of the Doctrine of Future Retribution, On the Principles of Morals, Analogy 
and the Scriptures. Emphases added. 
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Then he shall say to them also that shall be on his left hand: Depart from 
me, you cursed, into everlasting fire, which was prepared for the devil and 
his angels. 


This relentless cruelty of eternal damnation and fire is well exemplified in Mark 


9:42-48: 


And if thy hand scandalize thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into 
life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into unquenchable fire: 
Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not extinguished. And if thy foot 
scandalize thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter lame into life ever- 
lasting than having two feet to be cast into the hell of unquenchable fire: 
Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not extinguished. And if thy eye 
scandalize thee, pluck it out:' it is better for thee with one eye to enter into 
the kingdom of God than having two eyes to be cast into the hell of fire: 
Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not extinguished. For every one 
shall be salted with fire: and every victim shall be salted with salt. 


The Old and New Testaments 


American historian Preserved Smith declared that the common assumption that the 
moral influence of the Bible has been entirely good is not borne out by an honest study 


of history.’ Similarly, Robert Ingersoll found that: 


The real oppressor, enslaver and corrupter of the people is the Bible ... That 
book fills the world with bigotry, hypocrisy and fear.* 


The political philosopher Thomas Paine, in The Age of Reason (1784), wrote: 


Whenever we read the obscene stories, the voluptuous debaucheries, the 
cruel and tortuous executions, the unrelenting vindictiveness, with which 
more than half the Bible is filled, it would be more consistent that we called 
it the word of a demon than the word of God. It is a history of wickedness 
that has served to corrupt and brutalize mankind.° 


The Bible has more than 400 references to the destruction of people and property, 


and in excess of 400 references to killing. 


This summary of the malign actions in the Bible elegantly sums up the totality of 


the iniquitous actions of the UstaSe in Catholic Croatia:- 
Brutalities and Annihilations by the UstaSe 
Destruction 
Consider, in confirmation of these assertions, that Deuteronomy 2:33-34 states: 
And the Lord our God delivered him to us: and we slew him with his sons 
Hence the habit of the UstaSe of plucking out the eyes of their victims. 
Smith, Preserved. A History of Modern Culture. 1 (1930). 
As the volumes in this series amply testify. 


Ingersoll, Robert Green. Ingersollia. p139 
Paine, Thomas. The Age of Reason. I (1794). As the volumes in this series amply confirm. 
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and all his people. And we took all his cities at that time, killing the 
inhabitants of them, men and women and children. We left nothing of 
them:! 
Chapter 3, above, ‘Destruction of the Serbian Orthodox Church and People’, and 
Chapter 20, ‘Pre-War and Wartime Hatred and Genocide of the Romani People’ bear 
ample witness to Croatians following the example of this last biblical passage. 





Romani prisoners in Belzec Camp awaiting further deportation.’ 
Rape 
Moses said to his victorious soldiers: 


Therefore kill all that are of the male sex, even of the children: and put to 
death the women, that have carnally known men. But the girls, and all the 
women that are virgins save for yourselves: (Numbers 31:17-18)° 


The Celebi¢i Prison Camp located in central Bosnia was used at one time by the 
Croatian Defence Council. Prisoners were beaten, raped, murdered. The Dretelj Camp 
was run by the Croatian Defence Forces including the Croatian Army. During 1992 
mostly Serb civilians were detained and held in inhumane conditions — female 
detainees were raped. 

Murder of Women and Children 


God said ‘Wizards thou shalt not suffer to live’* (Exodus 22:18), and the Church of 


' In like manner: the action of Pope Martin V (1417-1431), who ordered the village of Magnalata to be levelled 
and every resident slain. 

2 Photograph: Date:1940. Source: https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/pa6223. This file is in the public 
domain. 

3 Annotations within the text of the Douay-Rheims Bible are common. In this extract, the theologians have 
inserted the words: ‘Women and children, ordinarily speaking, were not to be killed in war (Deuteronomy 
20:14). But the great Lord of life and death was pleased to order it otherwise in the present case ...”. Emphasis 
added. 

4 Catholic Encyclopedia explains ‘In the Holy Scripture references to witchcraft are frequent, and the strong 
condemnations of such practices which we read there do not seem to be based so much upon the supposition of 
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Rome took this to heart and caused the deaths thousands of innocent women in the 
mediaeval witch hunts. This prompted John Mackinnon Robertson, in his A Short 
History of Christianity, to conclude: 


If the merits of Christianity as a civilising force are to be in any way 
determined by its influence in avoiding bloodshed; its record in the matter 
of witch-slaying alone serve to place it, in that regard, lower than any other 
creed.! 


The deaths of thousands of innocent women also in ex-Yugoslavia commenced on 
6 August 1941. UstaSe surrounded the Serbian village of Prebilovci.?, Approximately 
650 women and children, almost the entire population present at the time in the village, 
were herded together with other Serbs and eventually sent off on a train. They were 
ordered out at a town called Surmanci, and marched off into the hills. There, they were 
killed, either by direct slaughter or by being thrown alive’ into natural pits, together 
with 1300 other Serbs. Small children were thrown up into the air before falling into 
the pit.* At the end, the UstaSe sat around drinking and celebrating.* 


Proselytising Those with a Different Religious Perspective 


And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought 
that these words might be preached to them the next sabbath. Now when 
the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes 
followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to 
continue in the grace of God. (Acts 13:42-43) 


“~ 2. 
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Franciscan Vlaho Margetic¢ forcibly proselytising Orthodox Serbs.° 


fraud as upon the “abomination” of the magic in itself: (See Deuteronomy 18:11-12; Exodus 22:18, “wizards 
thou shalt not suffer to live” ...)’ 

Robertson, John Mackinnon. A Short History of Christianity. p157 

Refer Wikipedia ‘Prebilvci massacre’ 

http://www.srpska-mreza.com (2009) 

See, for example: Letter from Bishop of Mostar, Alojzije Misic to Archbishop of Zagreb, Alojzije Stepinac. 
Quoted in: Alexander, Stella. Church and State in Yugoslavia since 1945. p32. Source: http://www.jerusalim. 
org/cd/biblioteka/pavelicpapers/stepinac/as0002.html (2009) 

5 Wikipedia ‘Prebilovci massacre’ (2016) 

© Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p150 
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Forceful proselytisation was one of the key elements of UstaSa policy. Mile 
Budak’s notorious statement confirmed this: 


We shall kill one part of the Serbs. We shall deport another, and the rest of 
them will be forced to embrace the Roman Catholic religion.' 


Murder of Those with a Different Religious Perspective 


Deuteronomy (13:6-10) states: 


If thy brother the son of thy mother, or thy son, or daughter, or thy wife 
that is in thy bosom, or thy friend, whom thou lovest as thy own soul, 
would persuade thee secretly, saying: Let us go, and serve strange gods, 
which thou knowest not, nor thy fathers, Of all the nations round about, that 
are near or afar off, from one end of the earth to the other, Consent not to 
him, hear him not, neither let thy eye spare him to pity and conceal him, 
But thou shalt presently put him to death. Let thy hand be first upon him, 
and afterwards the hands of all the people. 


The UstaSe followed a similar ethos with respect to a Church different from their 
own. Dictator Ante Paveli¢ himself set the scene. He stated in a speech: 


This is now the UstaSa and Independent State of Croatia, it must be 
cleansed of Serbs and Jews. There is no room for any of them here. Not a 
stone upon a stone will remain of what once belonged to them. 


The means whereby of achieving this cleansing was expressed by Mile Budak, 
Minister of Education and Culture, ‘For them [the Orthodox Serbs] we have three 
million bullets.’ Budak was described by Croatian novelist Miroslav Krleza as ‘a 
minister of culture with a machine gun’. 





Nazi collaborator Haj Amin al-Husseini and Mille Budak in Sarajevo, 1943.° 


' Emphasis added. 

2 Wikipedia ‘Mile Budak’ 2022 

3 Photograph: Source: Historijski Muzej Sarajevo. Found in a pdf edition of Sarajevo, biografija grada by 
Robert J Donia. Photographer unknown. This file is in the public domain. 


362 The Malignity of the Catholic God 


Franciscans 


Franciscans were notorious for taking up arms to exterminate the ‘infidels’: 


It is no longer a sin to kill a seven year old child who violates UstaSa laws. 
Although I am wearing a clerical garb, I must use the machine gun, too. 


Until now, dear brethren, we have been defending our faith with cross and 
the breviary; now is the time for the rifle and the revolver. 





pant 


Serbs in the Orthodox Church in Glina, just before the massacre. Only one survived.” 


' Source: Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p277 
2 Ibid. p261 
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Bodies lined up for identification. Gudovac, near Bjelovar:! 


Auman Incineration 
The New Testament abounds with instances of furnace and fire. For example: 


The Son of man shall send his angels, and they shall gather out of his 
kingdom all scandals, and them that work iniquity. And shall cast them into 
the furnace of fire: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matthew 
13:41-42) 

And the fifth angel sounded the trumpet: and I saw a star fall from heaven 
upon the earth. And there was given to him the key of the bottomless pit. 
And he opened the bottomless pit: and the smoke of the pit arose, as the 
smoke of a great furnace. And the sun and the air were darkened with the 
smoke of the pit. (Revelation 9:1-2) 


Then he shall say to them also that shall be on his left hand: Depart from 
me, you cursed, into everlasting fire ... (Matthew 25:41) 


Cadik I Danon ‘Braco’ gave a description of one method used by the UstaSe as 
related to him by one Mordo-Mordehaj, who briefly escaped incineration: 


Yesterday they caught me in the camp circle and took me to the brick plant. 
There were a lot of exhausted people there like me. When night fell, we were 
taken into a room above the lighted furnace. Then they would push a man with 


' Source: Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p260 
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long sticks into the flaming opening. They went on throwing one man after 
another into the furnace. 


‘Braco’ related that a few days later: 


Even the day after we expected him to come, but he never appeared again. We 
knew that he finished his life in the brick plant’s furnace, since the following 
nights the desperate cries were heard with the smell of the roasted human flesh. 


Throat Cutting 


Cutting the throat of their victims was a popular past-time for many UstaSe. For 
example, Fr Ante Klaricu urged his fellow UstaSe ‘We have no weapons and no knives 
and we should forge them out of old scythes and sickles, so that you can cut the throats 
of Serbs whenever you see them.’ Indeed, the word ‘throat’ appears 35 times in this 
volume. 

In this regard Proverbs 23:2, ‘And put a knife to thy throat, if it be so that thou have 
thy soul in thy own power’, had warped significance for Franciscan Miroslav Filipovié 
(‘Father Satan’) — refer to chapter 9, above. 





Franciscan Miroslav Filipovic-Majstorovic in clerical garb and in Ustasa uniform.! 


Not only did Filipovic excel in throat-cutting, but also, as head of Concentration 
Camp Stara Gradiska, which predominantly housed women and children, he excelled 
in sadism. A Jewish survivor of Jasenovac, Egon Berger, described Filipovic's sadistic 
killing of Serbian children, while, according to two other witnesses, Simo (or Sime) 
Klaié and Dragutin Skrgatié — Klaié recalled that in Christmas 1942, Filipovi¢ ordered 
mass and later a muster, where he killed four inmates with a knife, while forcing a Jew 


' Source: Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p278 
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of Sarajevo, Alkalaj, to sing, then ordering Alkalaj to approach then stabbing him in 
the chest and slashing his throat. Then he killed 56 Bosnian Jews by tying them with 
wire, hitting them with an axe so they all fell into a well. Then he shot around 40 
Bosniak villagers in the head. — Skrgati¢ confirmed that Filipovié shot the villagers in 
the head after mass, adding: 


In Majstorovic’s time, musters and executions were frequent. Friar Majstorovic 
favored a mystical approach to the killings ... After he killed them, sat on a chair 
and said ‘justice has been done’. 


Ivan Placec, a witness, added that Filipovic shot nine inmates that day for an escape 
attempt. Josip Erlih also viewed a similar occasion, when, he claimed, eight inmates 
were shot by Filipovié.! The Bible makes no reference to shooting. 


Disembowelment 


Behold the Lord will strike thee with a great plague, with all thy people, and thy 
children, and thy wives, and all thy substance. And thou shalt be sick of a very 
grievous disease of thy bowels, till thy vital parts come out by little and little 
every day. (2 Chronicles 21:14-15) 


Disembowelment of victims was not a rare activity of the UstaSe; one notable case 
was that of industrialist and philanthropist Serb Milos Tesli¢. His extracted heart was 
still beating in the palm of the hand of the assaulting UstaSe. 





a 


The disemboweled Milos Teslié.? 
Skull Crushing 


There is no biblical reference to the desirability of crushing the skull of an innocent 
person. Nonetheless, the UstaSe had a special group called ‘skull crushers’. They used 
to photograph their deeds to show to their chief, the Minister of the Interior, Andrija 
Artukovic, in the hope of receiving a decoration. 


' Wikipedia ‘Miroslav Filipovié’ (2022) 
2 Source: Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p275 
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A victim of the ‘skull crushers’! 


Destruction of Property 


As mentioned, the Bible has more than 400 references to the destruction of people and 
property. For example: 


Now when God destroyed the cities of that country ... (Genesis 19:29) 


A people great and many, and of tall stature, like the Enacims whom the Lord 
destroyed before their face: (Deuteronomy 2:21) 


The Lord hath taken away all my mighty men out of the midst of me: he hath 
called against me the time, to destroy my chosen men: (Lamentations 1:15) 


So the Lord our God delivered into our hands, Og also, the king of Basan, and 
all his people: and we utterly destroyed them, Wasting all his cities at one time, 
there was not a town that escaped us: sixty cities, all the country of Argob the 
kingdom of Og in Basan ... And we utterly destroyed them, as we had done to 
Sehon the king of Hesebon, destroying every city, men and women and children. 
(Deuteronomy 3:2-6) 


The Usta8e, therefore, followed these examples with a vengeance. Chapters 2 and 3, 
above, provide ample details of their passion in this regard. 


The Church’s Perspective affirming the Rightness of this Malicious Ethos 


The Church’s perspective, affirming the rightness of this destructive ethos, was 
summed up in the Dogmatic Decrees of the Vatican Council Concerning the Catholic 
Faith and the Church of Christ. AD 1870: 


If any one shall not receive as sacred and canonical the books of Holy Scripture, 
entire with all their parts, as the holy Synod of Trent has enumerated them, or 
shall deny that they have been divinely inspired: let him be anathema. 


' Source: Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p269 
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Colleges have been established to educate youth for the sacred warfare ...! 


Pope Leo XIII, in Providentissimus Deus (1893) extended the Church’s endorse- 


ment: 


1 


2 
3 


It follows that those who maintain that an error is possible in any genuine 
passage of the sacred writings, either pervert the Catholic notion of inspiration, 
or make God the author of such error. 


As aconsequence, Pope St Gregory VII, in Dictatus Papae, confirmed that: 


The Roman Church has never erred, nor will it err to all eternity, the Scriptures 
being witness thereof.” 


Ultimately Evil Prevailed 


— evils having been endorsed by Christ and by God, and having been 
perpetrated by God, 


—and such instances having been sanctioned by the Church as canonical, 


— Catholic Croatians felt free to perpetrate similar iniquities against the 
hundreds of thousands of Orthodox Christians, Jews and Roma whom 
they hated for racial and religious reasons. 


‘Oh, Religion, what crimes are committed in thy name.”? 


Schaff, Philip. Creeds of Christendom with a History and Critical Notes. Vol II. Source: http://www. ccel.org/ 
ccel/schaff/creeds2.v.ii.1.html (2022). Emphases added. 

See, for example: http://legalhistorysources.com/ChurchHistory220/TopicFive/DictatusPapae2 html (2022) 
See, for example: Voltaire: The Incomparable Infidel. http://healthfully.org/biographical/id2.html (2022) 





Christ s magnificent Serbian Orthodox church in Banja Luka, 
which was destroyed to its foundations by the Ustase.' 


' Source: Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p280 


A Brief Photographic Album of Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac 


This brief chapter is a mixture of photographs from earlier in this volume plus 
a few others — all demonstrating Alojzije Stepinac’s direct engagement with the 


clerical-fascist UstaSa state’s political and military machinery. 





Alojzije Stepinac, Primate of Croatia, wearing the Ustasa decoration, together with 
his ecclesiastic personnel, greets Ante Paveli¢, the ‘Butcher of the Balkans’! 





An Ustasa meeting, November 1942. Papal legate Marconi (in white) is flanked 
by Alojzije Stepinac and Andrija Artukovi¢, ‘the Himmler of the Balkans’. 


' Photograph: Source: Kosti¢, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’: An account based on 
German, Italian and other sources. p272 
2 Ibid. p271 
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The whole Croatian episcopate visiting dictator Ante Pavelic. On his right is Alojzije 
Stepinac, and on his left, Archbishop Ivan Saric¢, ‘the Hangman of the Serbs’.' 





Ante Pavelic and his wife giving the Nazi salute in the presence of Papal Legate 
Marconi (in white) and Alojzije Stepinac, ‘the Patron Saint of Genocide’? 


' Photograph: Source: Kosti¢, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’: An account based on 
German, Italian and other sources. p27 
2 Ibid. p278 
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‘As a clerical-fascist state, the Catholic clergy were integrated into the highest levels of 


government. Zagreb Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac (far right) officiates at a Croatian 
state ceremony in 194]’.' 





Archbishop Stepinac (‘Hitler is an envoy of God’) (front right) sits next to Papal 
Nuncio Ramiro Marcone surrounded by Hitler's Nazis and Mussolini s Facists. 


' Source: U.S.News & World Report. Displayed in: Jasenovac Research Institute. http://www.jasenovac.org/ 


exhibits.php 
2 Source: Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p51 
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Alojzije Stepinac participates in a meeting with Croatian military and 
political leaders. 
oo 





Archbishop Stepinac at an Ustasa meeting with General Roata, commander of Italian 
occupying forces in Yugoslavia, the commander of German occupying forces in 
Croatia. and Field Marshal Slavko Kvaternik ‘a criminal posing as a statesman’? 


' Date: between 1941 and 1945. Source: http://resources.ushmm.org/inquery/uia_doc.php/photos/11186?hr=null. 
This file is in the public domain. 


2 Source: Kosti¢é, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’. p279 


Falsification of History 


Because the regime is captive to its own lies, it must falsify everything. It falsifies 
the past. It falsifies the present, and it falsifies the future ... It pretends to respect 
human rights ... It pretends to pretend nothing. Vaclav Havel! 


Propaganda and Disinformation. The Art of Indoctrination 
Misinformation may be considered: 


False, inaccurate or misleading information that is spread regardless of any 
intent to mislead. 


Disinformation may be conceived as a component of propaganda. It is generally 
conceived as: 


Deliberately false, inaccurate or misleading or biased information; manipulated 
narrative or facts. 


The word ‘Propaganda’ was invented by the Catholic Church when it instituted the 
“Congregationis de Propaganda Fide’ — ‘Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith’. 
Its official title now is ‘sacra congregatio christiano nomini propagando’. It is the 
department of pontifical administration charged with the spread of Catholicism and 
with the regulation of ecclesiastical affairs in non-Catholic countries. ‘The intrinsic im- 
portance of its duties and the extraordinary extent of its authority and of the territory 
under its jurisdiction have caused the cardinal prefect of Propaganda to be known as 
the “red pope”.’? Propaganda is crucial to the operations and expansion of the Church. 

Propaganda is defined as: 


Information, especially of a biased or misleading nature, used to promote a 
political cause or point of view, or, the dissemination of such information as a 
political strategy. The teaching or instruction of a person or group to accept a set 
of beliefs uncritically. The application of disinformation. 


The Institute for Propaganda Analysis has defined: 


propaganda is expression of opinion or action by individuals or groups designed 
to influence opinions or actions of other individuals or groups with reference to 
predetermined ends.’ 


New Catholic Encyclopedia defines it as: 


The term applied to the content and the process of communication in 
which actual or alleged facts, arguments, and opinions are presented in 
such a way as to induce judgments and attitudes favoring the interest or 
point of view of those sponsoring the communication. 


' Vaclav Havel was an ardent democrat. He was the first president of the Czech Republic. 

2 Catholic Encyclopedia ‘Propaganda’ 

3 THE FINE ART OF PROPAGANDA. A Study of Father Coughlin’s Speeches. PREPARED BY THE 
INSTITUTE FOR PROPAGANDA ANALYSIS (New York: Harcourt, Brace and Co, 1939) 
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Hence, propagandists use ‘good’ words, and they simplify: white is whiter than 
white; and use ‘bad’ words, and they simplify: black is blacker than black. Disinform- 
ation, and simplification are clearly evident in the whitewashing propaganda that is 
examined below. 

“We are surrounded’, said an editorial in the Springfield (Mass.) Republican of 
3 September 1937, ‘by clouds of propaganda.’! Even worse: ‘What is truly vicious’ 
observed the New York Times in an editorial on 1 September 1937, ‘is not propaganda 
but a monopoly of it.”* This monopolistic condition permeates the long history of 
Roman Catholicism. 

Joseph Goebbels, in The Art of Propaganda. Speech to the Political Education 
Seminar of the NSDAP, Berlin 9 January 1928,> wrote: 


the task of propaganda is not to be clever, its task is to lead to success. ... 
Success is the important thing. Propaganda is not a matter for average minds, 
but rather a matter for practitioners. 


There is no difference between the politician and the speaker. History proves 
that great politicians were always great speakers... If someone tells me today: 
“You are a demagogue,” I answer him in this way: “Demagogy in the good 
sense is simply the ability to get the masses to understand what I want them to 
understand.” 


A prime example was that: 


Adolf Hitler once told me that it is not necessary to give a programmatic speech 
to a public meeting. The public meeting requires the most primitive approach. 


Indeed, Hitler has been quoted as saying: 


By means of shrewd lies, unremittingly repeated, it is possible to make people 
believe that heaven is hell — and hell heaven. The greater the lie, the more 
readily it will be believed. 


the political opinion of the masses represents nothing but the final result of an 
incredibly tenacious and thorough manipulation of their mind and soul. 


This is Propaganda Fidei, neither more nor less. 

‘The Band Wagon’ is a means that the propagandist uses to make the crowd accept 
his or her programme as a whole without examining the evidence for and against. One 
of the techniques is the vast pageant. He/she fills great stadiums, employs symbols and 
all the dramatic arts. Because the propagandist wants individuals to follow the crowd, 
he/she directs his/her appeal to groups held together by common ties, such as religion. 
All the artifices ‘are used to harness the fears and hatreds, prejudices and biases, 


' THE FINE ART OF PROPAGANDA. A Study of Father Coughlin’s Speeches. PREPARED BY THE 
INSTITUTE FOR PROPAGANDA ANALYSIS. p20 

2 Ibid. p18 

3 Europe in the Year 2000. And Other Essays including The Art of Propaganda. Joseph Goebbels (Ostara 
Publications. http://ostarapublications.com) 
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convictions and ideals common to a group.”! A good example of this technique was 
the beatification of Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac by Pope John Paul II -- which is 
examined below. 

The Church’s application of the art of propaganda forms the substance of the rest of 
this chapter. 


Whitewashing, Disinformation and Propaganda in and of Croatia 


This topic was covered in detail in Chapter 16 — Apologetics, Denial and Propa- 
ganda. This postscript serves to expand the information on its use by the Church to the 
present day with respect to one person, Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac, who held a 
prime position, and who was involved in the sordid events in Croatia during World 
War II. 

In essence: whitewashing is the act of glossing over, covering up, or hushing up 
vices, crimes or scandals, or exonerating by means of a perfunctory investigation or 
biased presentation of data. Effectively, it is the effacement of errors or bad actions, and 
often their replacement with positive information. It is a form of misinformation, and 
usually, involves disinformation. 

Whitewashing often precedes propaganda. The individual or group is first ‘made 
clean’, then this whitewashed entity is presented as the official image. 

Propaganda may be conceptualised as a form of personal and social influence de- 
signed to build social consensus. Harold Lasswell has provided a broad definition as, 
‘the expression of opinions or actions carried out deliberately by individuals or groups 
with a view to influencing the opinions or actions of other individuals or groups for 
predetermined ends and through psychological manipulations.” 

In essence, propaganda may be conceived as the conscious and intelligent manipu- 
lation of the organised habits and opinions of the masses. It is a component of indoc- 
trination. 

Whitewashing, propaganda and indoctrination have been widely used by the 
Church for millennia. 

In relation to a person of the Church, the procedure adopted is to first whitewash 
the person to be ‘cleaned’ of his/her dark side, and then to propagandise this clean state 
by as many means as possible and as frequently as possible — in the process ignoring 
the dark side that would be prejudicial to this whitewashed image. In this way, the 
masses come to accept the new face of the cleaned person as real. Indeed, the masses 
are never allowed to hear of the iniquitous side of this ‘cleaned’ person except by way 
of denial. 

In the case of the Catholic Church, Croatia and Alojzije Stepinac, the next stage in 
the process has been to attach favourable, elevating labels to the person, such as 
‘Martyr’, ‘Blessed’, ‘Saint’. This has been followed by creating statues, by renaming 


' THE FINE ART OF PROPAGANDA. A Study of Father Coughlin’s Speeches. PREPARED BY THE 
INSTITUTE FOR PROPAGANDA ANALYSIS. p106 
2? Wikipedia ‘Propaganda’ (2022) 
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buildings, and through publications — propaganda by visual eulogisation. Verbal 
eulogisation, by means of sermons, ceremonies, and like functions, supplement these 
visual artifacts to further enhance the image of the whitewashed person. 

The title of war criminal Franjo Tudman’s 1989 book Bespuca povijesne zbiljnosti 
(translated as The Wastelands of Historical Reality) sets the scene for the Church’s 
Wastelands of Historical Unreality, which form the content of the rest of this chapter: 





Propaganda: Franciscans (!) and Archbishop flank a_ statue of whitewashed 
Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac, who is described as ‘Martyr ... Servant of God and 
the Croatian People’! — deliberately ignoring the fact that Stepinac was not a 
servant of the annihilated Serbs, Roma and Jews who were also Croatian People. 


Stepinac’s Chronic Silence over the Atrocities, and his Support for the UstaSa 


Dr Lazo M Kostié was a Montenegrin Serb, writer, economist, statistician, and 
doctor of law. He was professor at the University of Belgrade School of Law at 
Subotica and the Law University of Ljubljana, and dean of the University of Belgrade. 

As Primate of Croatia, Alojzije Stepinac was responsible for the behaviour of his 
episcopate and all ecclesiastics below them. As Dr Kosti¢ records in his Holocaust in 
the ‘Independent State of Croatia’: An account based on German, Italian and other 
sources: 


significant circles in the Catholic Church of Croatia also had taken part [in the 
forced conversions]. For them it was an opportunity to continue the old prosely- 
tising campaign against the Orthodox Serbs which the Turkish invasion had inter- 
rupted, especially in Bosnia. Croatian Catholicism ... found here a bloody field on 
which to enhance the power of the Church as it expanded the power of the Croatian 
state. The Archbishop of Zagreb, then known as Agram, Aloysius Stepinac was a 
key figure in the battle for human souls. 


' Location: Canberra, Australia. Source: http://vww.bosnasrebrena.ba/photos/thumbnails.php?album= 
45&page=2. Date: February 2011. Author: http://www.bosnasrebrena.ba (Stipo Karajica). This file is 
licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported licence. 
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Dr Kostié then quotes from 6 mal Jugoslawien, I mal Albanien (Six Times in Yugo- 
slavia, Once in Albania) by Klaus Liebe, which is reproduced here from Chapter 10, 
above: 


there exist irrefutable documents, there are declarations by the thousand of Serbs 
who had escaped from the massacres. Those who are too sure that these things 
would have been incompatible with a Catholic priest’s vocation should take a 
good look at some of the pictures in the ‘National Liberation Museum’, Zagreb. 
The unholy criminal trinity of the fascist occupying authorities, the clerical-fascist 
Ustashi, and Croatian Catholic circles, is for me, best represented by the following 
photograph: Three men are shown standing in front of some recently shot persons. 
They are, standing next to each other, a uniformed German soldier, a uniformed 
adherent of the Croatian Ustashi holding a gun, and a Franciscan in a friar’s 
garb... 


closely identified with the Croatian nationalist idea, Croatian Catholicism was 
from the start a significant — if not the most significant — force in the country. 
Croatian and Catholic became blended into a single concept to a greater degree 
than in other Catholic countries. 


Additionally, Liebe continues: 


The Archbishop of Zagreb, quite independently of his personal character and 
human qualifications, was a man who only had to say one word, and the prestige of 
his authority assured that no one in Croatia would dare disobey him. Particularly in 
the pious villages, the Church was above all a force which stood for nationalism, 
exerted leadership, and set the moral tone for the Croatians. Just one word even in 
purely secular matters, and millions of Croats would accept it as dogma. Were there 
Church leader endangered as a consequence, they would have all unanimously 
stood behind Archbishop Stepinac. But he — was silent! | 


Dr Karlheinz Deschner wrote in his Abermals krahte der Hahn (Once again the 
Cock has Crowedy. ‘That which happened in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’ under 
the rule of the German, Italian, and Croatian friends of Pius XII, the Vatican found 
quite advantageous. Only the Catholic and Moslem religions were permitted — there 
were even Moslem SS divisions with Mohammedan military chaplains. The Jewish, 
and particularly Orthodox believers, were subject to persecutions which were un- 
known in earlier Catholic history ... 

‘From the pulpits, the Catholics were asked to persecute Orthodox Serbs. Par- 
ticularly conspicuous in the extermination of the latter were the sons of St Francis of 
Assisi, whose monasteries had long served as Ustashi hiding places ... 

‘Deschner now again refers to the complicity of the clergy, stating that some of 
them had taken part in the atrocities. Then he mentions that the Pope promptly recog- 


'  Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’: An account based on German, Italian and 
other sources. pp91-92. Emphasis added. 

2 Which refers to Simon Peter’s denial of Christ. ‘Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this 
night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice’(Matthew 26:35), which he did. 
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nized and blessed the Ustashi state, while Stepinac boasted that “two hundred fifty 
thousand schismatics have been saved for Roman Catholicism’, but, Deschner adds: 
“Tn addition to that, of course, 600,000 of a total of two million Orthodox inhabitants 
of Croatia were murdered.””! 

It is highly significant, and particularly relevant to the Church’s current moves 
towards canonisation of Stepinac, that: 


When Pavelic received the Catholic Episcopate in audience on June 26, 1941, and 
when Archbishop Stepinac declared ‘We extend to you our heartfelt respect and 
promise humble and loyal cooperation toward a brilliant future for our fatherland’ 
— already at that time, six weeks after the proclamation of Independent Croatia, 
three bishops and several hundred Orthodox priests, as well as 180,000 Serbs had 
been murdered? 


Indeed, when the Croatian fascists sought support among the Catholic clergy, 
Stepinac declared in a pastoral letter of 23 April 1941: 


Who could reprimand us, curators of souls, for encouraging the joy and enthusi- 
asm of the people ... Although present events are complicated, although there are 
factors ... of all kinds, it is still easy to grasp the finger of God in that work. 


Christian P Bonn, in Freie Presse of 10 April 1963, wrote an article entitled ‘Der 
“Stellvertreter’ und die Serben’ about the dramatic play Der Stellvertreter. Ein christ- 
liches Trauerspiel (The Deputy, a Christian Tragedy) by Rudolph Hochhut, which: 


explicitly levels at Pius XII criticisms which have been voice in many quarters 
regarding his policy towards the Jews. The result is an impression that this is the 
only standpoint from which to consider whether Pius XII did enough to oppose the 
terrible inhumanity of Hitler’s epoch. This overlooks the fact that another dark 
chapter requires illumination: the persecution of the Serbs by the shortlived 
Croatian state of Dr Ante Pavelic. From July 1941, to the fall, 1944, 600,000 Serbs 
of the Orthodox and Moslem faiths were butchered in the most horrible fashion. 


And this occurred with an invocation of the Roman Catholic character of the 
state... 


The Catholic Archbishop Stepinac failed to react.* 


Paul Lenvai, an internationally recognised Balkanologist, penned the noted book 
Red Balkans: Between Nationalism and Communism. In it he wrote: 


Following the Nazi German conquest in 1941, a separatist ‘Kingdom of Croatia’ 
under an Italian prince, who resided outside the country, was proclaimed, and 


'  Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’: An account based on German, Italian and 


other sources. p96. Quoting: Deschner, Karlheinz. Abermals krahte der Hahn. 8. 505 (btb-Taschenbiicher im 
Goldmann Verlag, 1996). Emphasis added. 

Ibid. pp99. Emphasis added. 

Ibid. p116. Quoting: Der Spiegel. 1 May 1963 

Ibid. pp116-17 
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tuled by the Fascist extremist Ustashi terroristic group. The Zagreb Archbishop 
Stepinac, several Croatian bishops, and many Catholic clerics were dazed by the 
prospect of converting hundreds of thousands of Orthodox Serbs. Stepinac hailed 
the magnificent opportunity to promote the Croat and holy Catholic cause in 
Bosnia, which had been added to the puppet Croatian state, although the number 
of Serbs there was double that of the Croats ... 


in spite of growing disapproval of the Ustashi conversion methods — mass murders 
and death threats — Stepinac and the higher clergy failed to dissociate themselves 
from the regime of terror! 


Stepinac’s Support of Theft of Orthodox Property 


Chronic theft by the Church of Rome of the property of other denominations and 
other faiths appears throughout the volumes in this series. Croatia was no exception. 

Carlo Falconi, researcher and writer, gives, in his The Silence of Pius XII, examples 
of plunder and distribution of Jewish and Serbian property by the Catholic Hierarchy. 
For example, Archbishop Stepinac explained to Poglavnik Ante Paveli¢ that refugee 
Trappist fathers from Reichenburg were given shelter by their brothers in Banja Luka, 
but needed their own monastery. Stepinac emphasised the size of their German- 
confiscated property, implying they were entitled to nothing less in Croatia. He 
actually proposed: ‘Perhaps the Serbian monastery of Orahovica could be given 
them?’? 


Stepinac’s Failure to Condemn the Annihilation of the Serbs and Jews 


After the fall of Croatia, the Yugoslav government tried Archbishop Stepinac and 
found him guilty. Many attempts have been made in the West to show his innocence, 
and several books have been published defending him. One of these was Fiorello 
Cavalli’s The Trial of the Archbishop of Zagreb. According to the most favourable 
documentation appended to this book, ‘Stepinac never spontaneously reacted to the 
persecution of Serbs and Jews; he only occasionally forwarded to the Ustashi 
government the petitions of others.’> To summarize, according to the book’s official 
apologia, Stepinac made only eight interventions for only a few dozen persons. 


For the Serbs as a collectivity, Stepinac never intervened; for the Jews he finally 
did, but only when Kvaternik and Artukovic had largely finished there work, so 
there was very little to save.* 


Dr Kosti¢é thoroughly examined this book of Cavalli, and concluded: 


There is no doubt that Cavalli, a Roman Catholic writer with Vatican ties, had 
access to all the exculpatory material in the Vatican’s possession and that he did his 


' Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’: An account based on German, Italian and 


other sources. p147. Emphases added. 
2 Ibid. pp229-30 
3 Tbid. p218. Emphasis added. 
4 Ibid. p220. Emphasis added. 
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best to present everything that might reduce the Archbishop’s burden of 
responsibility. It is unlikely that Cavalli would have missed citing any example 
that would tend to show Stepinac’s willingness to intervene on behalf of the 
persecuted. How pitiful, then, are those interventions on behalf of the “schismatics’ 
compared to the enormity of the crimes! Out of hundreds and thousands of cases, 
the Archbishop in eight (not eight thousand, but eight), always almost grudgingly, 
never spontaneously, never forcefully, or by threat-ening sanctions (e.g., that he 
would excommunicate the culprits or resign in protest). He never used any 
unambiguous words of condemnation. He simply passed on the petition of others, 
adding a few lines of his own, particularly if those favoured were newly gained 
‘converts’. There is no evidence that Stepinac inquired about the fate of the people 
after one of his rare inter-ventions. At least, none is adduced by his defenders. 


Of course, there is no proof, either, that Stepinac approved of the Ustashi crimes 
(and even his most bitter critics will stop short of making such an accusation). But 
the fact remains that, with the exception of a few formal motions, he did nothing to 
use his immense moral authority to try to prevent Ustashi crimes, much less did he 
openly condemn them. That he knew of them, one can infer from the arguments 
used in his defense. ! 


A Reiteration of Alojzije Stepinac’s Dark Side 
He was appointed Archbishop of Zagreb, and hence Primate of the then 
Yugoslavia, in 1937. Before the Axis invasions of Yugoslavia, he regularly 


met representatives from both the Italian fascist foreign ministry and the 
illegal terrorist organisation UstaSa. 


The Nazi puppet state of Croatia (NDH) was established in April 1941. 

Stepinac became the Primate of Croatia. 

He played an important role in establishing the UstaSa regime’s credibility 
among Croats. 

He wished God’s blessing on Ante Paveli¢’s work, and gave an order to the 
people over the radio to fight for the NDH. It constituted a political directive. 

The management of forced religious conversions was entirely in his hands. 
(See below). 

Croatian Catholicism found itself in a bloody field on which to enhance the 
power of the Church; and he was a key figure in that armed battle. 

He gave thanks to God for the establishment of the new regime, with special 
prayers being offered for Poglavnik Paveli¢. 

He continually praised the new Croatia, Ante Paveli¢é, Benito Mussolini, and 
Adolf Hitler. He wrote: ‘Hitler is an envoy of God.’ 


' Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’: An account based on German, Italian and 
other sources..p222. Emphasis added. 
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‘The Yugoslav peoples waited in vain for his [Stepinac’s] authoritative voice to 
be raised in Croatia during the worst years of the killing.’ 


Throughout the genocide, he lobbied for the NDH, participated in a large 
number of public ceremonies sanctifying and celebrating the UstaSa state; 
and accepted military awards from that regime up to the day of its final 
defeat. 


He was ‘the most compromised hierarch of the Roman Catholic clergy in the 
Nazi occupied Europe.’ 


He bears a significant responsibility for the many evils perpetrated by the UstaSe. 
A Succinct Summation of Alojzije Stepinac’s Culpability 
Continuing, again from Chapter 10, above: 


Archbishop Stepinac did not himself murder anyone, nor did he raze a single 
church, but he allowed the entire massacre and a campaign of destruction for four 
years without complaint, wherefore he was named a principal culprit and con- 
demned by Tito ... and named Cardinal by the Pope.! 


Archbishop Stepinac earned his “great merits’ as Primate of a state in which, out of 
two million Orthodox Serbs, 240,000 were forcibly converted to Catholicism and 
750,000 were murdered, often in the course of fiendish tortures ... Is not Stepinac 
even guiltier than the Usta8e who was wearing a double necklace of human 
tongues and eyes around his neck?” 


Whitewashing of Alojzije Viktor Stepinac 


Of recent years there has been a move within the Church to take the bleaching 
process further — to canonise Stepinac. 

However, an article in the Jerusalem Post of 9 June 2019 by Stefan Radojkovic 
concludes: 


In his open letter to Pope Francis, (dated Ist of July 2015) ...[in] Danas, Tlic’ 
argued that now-blessed Cardinal Alojzije Stepinac does not meet criteria required 
for sanctification ... Ilic’s letter has based its argumentation on Stepinac’s enmity 
against Orthodox Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Serbs, Jews and Roma... 


Stella Alexander wrote of Stepinac’s political outlook: 


He was in many ways a typical son of the Church in Croatia of that time, fervidly 
pious, narrow and dogmatic, believing, in his own words, that ‘Jews, freemasons 
and communists’ were ‘the worst enemies of the Church’, and that the Orthodox 


' Kostié, Lazo M. Holocaust in the ‘Independent State of Croatia’: An account based on German, Italian and 
other sources..p97. Quoting: Deschner, Karlheinz. Abermals krihte der Hahn. 

2 Tbid. p102. Quoting: Ibid. 

3 No further details available. 


382 Falsification of History 


Serbs, the schismatics, must whenever possible be brought back to the true 
Church! 


In total contrast: ‘If Stepinac could be described in one sentence, it might sound 
like this: Stepinac was a man whose actions were opposed to the destructive tendencies 
of both fascist and communist regimes and whose heart was burned by his enemies in 
order for it not to become a Catholic relic.’ He was ‘the most significant man of faith in 
20th century Croatia.’ Thus spoke Catholic Crisis Magazine. 


Benedict XVI’s Blessing and Eulogy of Stepinac 


One of the initial acts in this bleaching process was that of Pope Benedict XVI’s 
calling Stepinac ‘a living image of Christ’ — ‘first as a savior of the innocent and later 
as a martyr for the faith.’ 

In his ‘Celebration of Vespers with Bishops, Priests, Religious and Seminarians and 
Prayer at the Tomb of Alojzije Stepinac’,* Benedict XVI addressed them: 


This evening we gather for a devoted and prayerful remembrance of Blessed 
Alojzije Stepinac, a fearless Pastor and an example of apostolic zeal and 
Christian fortitude ... The merits of this unforgettable Bishop are derived 
essentially from his faith: in his life, he always had his gaze fixed on Jesus, to 
whom he was always conformed, to the point of becoming a living image of 
Christ, and of Christ suffering ... 


“For by a single offering [Christ] has perfected for all time those who are 
sanctified” (Heb 10:14). This phrase from the Letter to the Hebrews which 
we have just heard, invites us to consider the figure of Blessed Cardinal 
Stepinac according to the “form” of Christ and his sacrifice. Christian 
martyrdom is in fact the highest measure of holiness, but it is so always and 
only thanks to Christ, by his gift, as a response to his oblation which we 
receive in the Eucharist. Blessed Alojzije Stepinac responded with his 
priesthood, with the episcopate, with the sacrifice of his life:> a unique “yes” 
united to that of Christ ... 


May the heroic testimony of Blessed Alojzije Stepinac inspire a renewal of 
vocations among the young people of Croatia. 


The sacrifice of his life: Stepinac died peacefully at home in 1860 at age 61 of 
polycythaemia and other illnesses. He quickly became a martyr in the expressed 
view of the Church. In 1998, traces of arsenic were detected in his bones, leading 


' Possibly: Alexander, Stella. The Triple Myth: A Life of Archbishop Alojzije Stepinac. Source: Wikipedia 
“Alojzije Stepinac’ (2022). Emphases added. 

2 Stahan, Matija. ‘Aloysius Stepinac: Hero, Martyr, Saint’. Crisis Magazine. A Voice for the Catholic Laity. 
March 5, 2020. https:/Avww.crisismagazine.com/2020/aloysius-stepinac-hero-martyr-saint. 

3 Thid. 

https://Avww.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/speeches/201 1/june/documents/hf_ben_spe_20110605_vespri- 

croazia.html (2022) 

Emphasis added. See below. 
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many to believe he had been poisoned. But administration of arsenic was a standard 
treatment for polycythaemia in the early 1950s.! 


John Paul Ils Prayers for and Beatification of Stepinac 


John Paul II? visited Croatia in September 1994, and knelt in prayer at the grave of 
Alojzije Stepinac. The Pope extolled him as: 


undoubtedly the most outstanding martyr in Croatian history ... the hero of 
sanctity.° 


As a further continuation of the Church’s whitewashing, in 1998, John Paul II 
beatified Stepinac at a huge open-air service attended by 500,000 people at the Marian 
shrine of Marija Bistrica in Croatia. 


New Catholic Encyclopedia advises: 


Formal beatification is a positive declaration, following a canonical process, that a 
person did practice heroic virtue, or suffered a true martyrdom, and after death 
worked authentic miracles upon being invoked in prayer ... 


In proclaiming a person Blessed the pope does not exercise his infallibility, for he 
does not declare definitively that the person is in glory. Beatification, then, does 
not demand faith yet gives moral certainty of its truth (sic) ...* 


At the beatification, an image 9 metres high of Stepinac towered over the proceed- 
ings. The Pope’s words included: 


this mystery of death and life also comes about in the earthly existence of Christ’s 
followers: for them too, being cast into the earth to die remains the condition for all 
authentic spiritual fruitfulness ... 


Was this not the secret also of your unforgettable and unforgotten Archbishop, 
Cardinal Alojzije Stepinac, whom today we contemplate in the glory of the 
Beati? ... 


Today we are filled with joy as we join in thanking God for the new fruits of 
holiness which Croatia offers to the Church in the person of the martyr Alojzije 
Stepinac, Archbishop of Zagreb and Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church. 


Through the centuries, martyrs have abounded in these lands ... among whom the 
luminous personality of Cardinal Stepinac stands out. ... 


For all of us, a particular cause for comfort is today’s Beatification. This solemn act 
takes place in the Croatian national shrine of Marija Bistrica on the first Saturday of 
the month of October. Beneath the gaze of the Most Blessed Virgin, an illustrious 


' Gallagher, Charles R. Vatican Secret Diplomacy. Joseph P Hurley and Pope Pius XII. p201 (Yale University 
Press, 2008) 

See, for example: The Lies of John Paul II by Dr. Monsignor Rafael Rodriguez Guillén for a critical perspective 
of this pope. 

3 The Washington Post. September 11, 1994 

4 Emphases added. 


384 Falsification of History 


son of this blessed land is raised to the glory of the altars, on the hundredth anni- 
versary of his birth. It is an historic moment in the life of the Church and of your 
nation. The Cardinal Archbishop of Zagreb, one of the outstanding figures of the 
Catholic Church ... is now entrusted to the memory of his fellow countrymen with 
the radiant badge of martyrdom ... 


Blessed Alojzije Stepinac took the Good Shepherd as his sole Teacher, following 
his example to the end... 


He is now in the joy of heaven, surrounded by all those who, like him, fought the 
good fight, purifying their faith in the crucible of suffering. Today we look to him 
with trust and invoke his intercession ... 


In his human and spiritual journey Blessed Alojzije Stepinac gave his people a sort 
of compass to serve as an orientation. And these were its cardinal points: faith in 
God, respect for man, love towards all even to the offer of forgiveness, and unity 
with the Church guided by the Successor of Peter ... 


May you be blessed, ‘Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Father of mercies and God 
of all comfort’ (2 Cor 1:3), for this new gift of your grace. 


May you be blessed, Unbegotten Son of God and Saviour of the world, for your 
glorious Cross, which in the Archbishop of Zagreb, Cardinal Alojzije Stepinac, has 
won a splendid victory.! 


No mention at all by these two popes of the explicit and tacit support by Alojzije 
Stepinac for the evils of forced conversion, theft, and the bestialities of the UstaSa. No 
mention of Stepinac’s being the most compromised hierarch of the Roman Catholic 
clergy in Nazi occupied Europe. /t falsifies the past. It falsifies the present ... It pretends 
not to pretend. 


Pressure for the Process to go Further 


Crisis Magazine (‘We have one purpose, and only one: to proclaim Christ’s 
Kingship over all things, at all times, to all nations’) published a sanctimonious, 
bigoted anti-Orthodox diatribe in favour of Stepinac’s canonisation: 


Finally, all the formal prerequisites for declaring Stepinac holy — including a 
miracle confirmed by Vatican — are over. For years, everything has been waiting for 
the pope’s signature. When the process will end is anyone’s guess. Francis does not 
seem eager to finish it, showing his tendency to compromise the Church’ spiritual 
and historical inheritance by making concessions to ..._ Serbian Orthodox 
Christians? 


'  https://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/travels/1998/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_03101998_croazia- 
beatification.html (2016) 

2 Stahan, Matija. ‘Aloysius Stepinac: Hero, Martyr, Saint’. Crisis Magazine. A Voice for the Catholic Laity. 
March 5, 2020. https:/Avww.crisismagazine.com/2020/aloysius-stepinac-hero-martyr-saint.. Emphasis added. 
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Labelling and Visual Propagandising of Alojzije Stepinac 


A good example of the labelling/renaming process is that of the neo-Gothic 
structure of St Henry Church in Chicago, Illinois. Shortly after Stepinac’s beatification 
by John Paul II, the church was renamed ‘Blessed Alojzije Stepmnac Croatian Catholic 
Mission’.' Associated with this Mission is a statue erected in 2008 of Blessed Stepinac 
by Croatian sculptor Vid Vucak. There is also a large portrait above the side of the altar 
labelled ‘Blessed Alojzije Stepinac’, painted by Croatian artist Ivan Mikan. 





Blessed Aloysius Stepinac Croatian Catholic Mission, Chicago, Illinois. 


Additionally, ever since John Paul II’s declaration, there has been a veritable 
plethora of statues, busts, and plaques of Stepinac. Most are in Croatia: 
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Statue of Stepinac in Baska Voda, Croatia? A Croatian Bust of Martyr Stepinac.* 


' www.blessedstepinac.com (2022) 

2 Photographer: Paul R Burley. Date: April 2012. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution- 
Share Alike 4.0 International licence. 

3 Photographer: Silverije. Date: September 2019. Sculptor: Domagoj Kaéan. This file is licensed under the 
Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International licence. 

4 Photographer: Roberta F. Date: 2012. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share 
Alike 3.0 Unported licence. 
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A Towering Statue of Blessed Alojzije Stepinac in Ludbreg, Croatia.! 


' Photographer: Fraxinus. Date: August 2008. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution- 


Share Alike 3.0 Unported licence. 
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Bust of Alojzije Stepinac in Rozga near Bust of Car gs Alojzije Stepinac in 
Zagreb. work of Ante Jurkié.! Gospic, Croatia. 





5 


Bust of ‘Saint and Martyr’ Cardinal Alojzije Stepinac 
in front of the Cathedral in Melbourne, Australia.* 


Photographer: Suradnik13. Date: 2008. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share 


Alike 4.0 International, 3.0 Unported, 2.5 Generic, 2.0 Generic, and 1.0 Generic licence. 
Photographer: Siverije. Date: October 2021. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution- 


Share Alike 4.0 International licence. 
Source: Roberta F. Date 2012. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 2.5 Generic 


licence. 


388 Falsification of History 





Statue of Stpinac. Zagreb - 
Brezovica District - 
Kupinecki Kraljevec.! 





Memorial Stone Plaque to Blessed 
Aloysius Stepinac in St Nicholas 
Church, Cakovec, Croatia. 


Blessed Alojzije Stepinac Church, 
Velika, Gorica.’ 


‘Blazeni Kardinal — 4 
Alojzije Stepinac 


Blazeni kardinal 
PN [o} Pa} (=ysie-) ol | atele 
hrvatski muéenik, 1898 - 1960, 
009. 


Celestial Cardinal 
Alojzije Stepinac 
Croatian martyr, 1898 - 1960, 
2009. 


Autor / Author - Domagoj Katan 








Plaque at the Statue of ‘Celestial’ 
Martyr Alojzije Stepinac in Baska 
Voda, Croatia.* 


' Photographer: Szeder Laszl6. Date: May 2016. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution- 


Share Alike 4.0 International licence. 


2 Photographer: Janezdrilc. Date: October 2013. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons CCO0 1.0 


Public Domain Dedication. 


3 Photographer: Siverije. Date: April 2021. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share 


Alike 4.0 International licence. 


4 Sculptor: Domagoj Kaéan. Photographer: Siverije. Date: April 2021. This file is licensed under the Creative 
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International licence. 
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e ALOJZIJE STEPINAC 


Blazeni Alojzije Stepinac (1898.-1960.) zagrebacki nadbi- | 
skup i kardinal Svete Rimske Crkve; branitelj Bogjihiljud- 
skih prava u ,ludilu i divija3tvu" Drugoga svjetskog rata; ‘i 
komunistiéki osudenik; muéenik totalitaristiékih rezima, — 


PORUKE | 
NADAHNUCA 








Blessed Alojzije Stepinac (1898-1960) Archbishop of 
Zagreb and Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church; de- 
fender of God's and human rights amid the “madness 
and savagery” of World War Il; condemned by the com- 
munists; martyr of totalitarian regimes. 


Life, messages and inspiration ... psec 


ae > Ue Hi ar ee © = nO BN 
= Stepinac seein | F R SS E A B) M | S S | '@) N 


Zagreb and Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church; de- 
fender of God's and human rights amid the “madness 
and savagery" of World War II; condemned by the com- 
munists; martyr of totalitarian regimes. 


Nicacuws stirs. momma} Lt pretends to respect human rights. 
Pe Image and blurb of Blessed Alojzije Stepinac in 
ADMISSION Zagreb Cathedral.' 
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Cardinal Alojzije Stepinac Street, Orebi¢, Croatia.* 


' Photographer: Meneerke bloem. Date: October 2018. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International, 3.0 Unported, 2.5 Generic, 2.0 Generic, and 1.0 Generic licence. 
Emphasis added. 

2 Photographer: Quahadi Afito. Date: March 2010. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution- 
Share Alike 3.0 Unported licence. 


Falsification of History 


390 





Blessed Alojzije Stepinac Church, Turanj.* 


' Photographer: unknown. Date: July 2009. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share 


Alike 3.0 Unported licence. 
2? Photographer: Quahadi Afito. Date: November 2016. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons 


Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported licence. 
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Blessed Alojzije Stepinac, Baska Voda 
Dalmatia-Croatia.! 





| 


Marija Bistrica - Alojzije Stepinac szobra 
(Havas Boldogasszony-bazilika)? 


Photographer: Jozef Kotuli¢. Date: August 2013. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution- 


Share Alike 3.0 Unported licence. 
2? Photographer: Szeder Laszl6. Date: May 2016. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution- 


Share Alike 4.0 International licence. 
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Statue of gaunt, shackled Alojzije Viktor Stepinac beside the 
Pauline Monastery, Lepoglava:! 


! Photographer: Szeder Laszl6. Date: May 2016. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution- 
Share Alike 4.0 International licence. 
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Sarcophagus ‘with plastic doll as the imitation figure of blessed Alojzije 
Stepinac’, in Zagreb Cathedral.' 





22 


Another view of the ‘plastic doll as the imitation figure of blessed Alojzije Stepinac 


' Photographer: Pudelek. Date: August 2010. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution- 


Share Alike 3.0 Unported licence. 
2 Photographer: Janezdrilc. Date: April 2013. This file is licensed under the Creative Commons CCO 1.0 


Universal Public Domain Dedication. 


394 Falsification of History 


Qui tacet consentit 


In conformity with the ancient universal principle of Catholic moral theology ‘Qui 
tacet consentit’ (‘silence presumes consent’), the ‘Millenari’,! in their year 2000 book 
Shroud of Secrecy: The Story of Corruption within the Vatican, point out that: 


Silence that reinforces corruption only maintains the status quo, and does not 
challenge the rampant evil in the house of God.” 


The chronic and deliberate silence of the Church Catholic over the dark side of the 
NDH and of Alojzije Stepinac thereby confirms its consent to his particular involve- 
ment in the iniquities of the Croatian Holocaust. 


The End Justifies the Means 
Consequentialism, Proportionalism, and Deontology 


Consequentialism is a class of ethical theories that holds that the foreseeable conse- 
quences of one’s conduct constitute the ultimate basis for judgement about the right- 
ness or wrongness of that conduct. 

Proportionalism is an ethical theory that lies between consequential theories and 
deontological theories which say that actions are either intrinsically right or intrin- 
sically wrong according to a clear set of rules. Proportionalism asserts that one can deter- 
mine the right course of action by weighing up the good and the necessary evil caused 
by the action. As a result, proportionalism aims to choose the lesser of evils. 

Ultimately, all these concepts are exemplified by the well known aphorism ‘the end 
justifies the means’. 

In Article 72, Pope John Paul II ruled out proportionalism in his deontological 
encyclical Evangelium Vitae (dealing, inter alia, with abortion and euthanasia): ‘Conse- 
quently, laws which legitimize the direct killing of innocent beings ... are in complete 
opposition to the inviolable right to life proper to every individual; they thus deny the 
equality of every life before the law.’ 

The end justifies the means (consequential, deontological, and proportional) has 
been endemic in the world’s history since time immemorial. Deontology has been the 
dominant force behind many of the edicts, bulls, dogmas, decisions and actions of the 
Church of Rome during its millennial existence. 


The Church’s Applications of the End Justifies the Means 
Historian Claude-Carloman de Rulhiére in his Historical Elucidations of the 


' The ‘Millenari’ were a small group of Vatican prelates who chose to remain anonymous for fear of reper- 


cussions. The book provides an insiders’ account of intrigue, sex, and corruption within the Vatican. All the 
charges are supported by extensive anecdotal evidence. They report that in some Vatican circles homosexuality 
is viewed with leniency and can assist a hopeful candidate in more rapid advancement. The madonno who 
makes himself available from the waist downwards has better possibilities than those who are more dedicated to 
the service of God. 

2 Millenari, The. Shroud of Secrecy.: The Story of Corruption within the Vatican. p11. (trans Ian Martin) (Toronto: 
Key Porter, 2000) 
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Causes of the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes ' recorded that: 


the dogma that THE END JUSTIFIES THE MEANS, was tolerated from an early 
period in the councils of the church Catholic, — was formally stated and defended 
in the decretal epistles of Pope Innocent III at the commencement of the thirteenth 
century, — and was universally received by the papal clergy as an established and 
familiar doctrine at the times of the Reformation. Notwithstanding the meek 
bitterness with which modern advocates of traditive Christianity may attempt to 
repel this charge as ‘an extravagant exaggeration,’ it is nevertheless true, strictly, 
and literally true. It had been virtually admitted and recognized for a long time in 
all proceedings against heretics, when Pope Innocent III, by stating it formally ex 
cathedra, gave it the sanction of papal infallibility, and carried it out in his oper- 
ations against heretics in the south of Franceto the extent of its capabilities of atrocity.? 


The Church is, in today’s terms, a multinational corporation. Accordingly, Emmett F 


Fields found that ‘Religion is big business, and those who hold positions of profit and 
prestige in that business will not allow mere truth to become a threat to religion.” 


The scientist, philosopher and historian John William Draper, in his monumental 


History of the Conflict between Religion and Science (1874), extended this perspective: 


1 


In this investigation of the influence of Catholicism, we must carefully keep 
separate what it did for the people and what it did for itself. When we think of the 
stately monastery, an embodiment of luxury, with its closely-mown lawns, its 
gardens and bowers, its fountains and many murmuring streams, we must connect 
it not with the ague-stricken peasant dying without help in the fens, but with the 
abbot, his ambling palfrey, his hawk and hounds, his well-stocked cellar and 
larder ... 


Indeed: 


When we survey, as still we may, the magnificent churches and cathedrals of those 
times, miracles of architectural skill — the only real miracles of Catholicism — 
when in imagination we restore the transcendentally imposing, the noble services 
of which they were once the scene, ... and above all the prostrate worshipers 
listening to litanies and prayers in a foreign and unknown tongue, shall we not ask 
ourselves, Was all this for the sake of those worshipers, or for the glory of the great, 
the overshadowing authority at Rome?” 


Even more so: 


de Rulhiére, C-C. ECLAIRCISSEMENTS HISTORIQUES SUR LES CAUSES DE LA REVOCATION DE 
L’EDIT DE NANTES ET SUR L’ETAT DES PROTESTANTS EN FRANCE, Depuis le commencement du 
Régne de Louis XIV jusqu’a nos jours. Tirés des différentes Archives du Gouvernement. 1788 

The Churchman’ Monthly Review, 1844. p269 

Fields, Emmett F. ‘Is the Bible the Word of God?’ http://www. infidels.org/library/modern/emmett_fields/ 
word of god _debate.html (2010) 

Draper, John William. History of the Conflict between Religion and Science. Ch 10 ‘Latin Christianity in 
Relation to Modern Civilization’. 


396 Falsification of History 


In extolling the papal system ... our praise must be limited by the recollection that 
the chief object of ecclesiastical policy was the aggrandizement of the Church, not 
the promotion of civilization ... 


There was no far-reaching, no persistent plan to ameliorate the physical condition 
of the nations. Nothing was done to favor their intellectual development; indeed, 
on the contrary, it was the settled policy to keep them not merely illiterate, but 
ignorant. Century after century passed away, and left the peasantry but little better 
than the cattle in the fields.! 


The Church’s Specific Applications of the End Justifies the Means over the 
Centuries 


In a brief summary of specifics, the end justifies the means has been employed by 
the Church of Rome in its: 


restrictions on the reading of the laity, from around the year 150 until 1966; 
numerous Inquisitions; 


multiplicity of crusades and wars in Palestine, the Baltic, and many other areas 
from the eleventh to the sixteenth century; 


Waldensian Holocausts from the twelfth to the fifteenth century; 


Albigensian Holocaust, annihilating the democratic Christian civilisation of 
Languedoc in the south of France during the thirteenth century; 


mediaeval witch hunts; 

Indigenous American Holocausts in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries; 
French Wars of Religion in the sixteenth century; 

the massacre of the Huguenots on St Bartholomew’s Eve (1572); 


signing of the Serbian Concordat in 1914, which most historians consider to 
have contributed to the outbreak of World War I; 


formalising the Reichskonkordat with Adolf Hitler’s National Socialist Party, 
four months after the Nazis opened the Oranienburg Concentration Camp 
that maltreated political prisoners, homosexual men, and ‘undesirables’; 


overt support for Hitler’s invasion of Russia in 1941; 


major participation in the instigation of the Vietnam War in the twentieth 
century; 


significant involvement in the Rwandan genocide during the twentieth century; 
genocides of Jews and others in Slovakia during World War II; 


appalling Croatian Holocaust of Orthodox Christians, Jews, and Roma during 
World War II. 


' Draper, John William. History of the Conflict between Religion and Science. Ch 10 ‘Latin Christianity in 
Relation to Modern Civilization’. Emphasis added. 
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The Church’s Applications of the End Justifies the Means to Alojzije Stepinac 

The end justifies the means is being expressed again post-War in the case of Arch- 
bishop Alojzije Stepinac in the form of discriminating silence. No mention of the dark 
side of this cleric is ever made by the Church. The masses are kept in total ignorance — 
‘the opinion of the masses represents nothing but the final result of an incredibly ten- 
acious and thorough manipulation of their mind and soul.’ 

The end justifies the means is also widely and prominently promoted with papal 
blessing in the ‘Celestial’ images of ‘Blessed’ ‘Martyr’ Stepinac, who ‘took the Good 
Shepherd as his sole Teacher’, was ‘raised to the glory of the altars’, purified his ‘faith 
in the crucible of suffering’, and who is ‘entrusted to the memory of his fellow country- 
men with the radiant badge of martyrdom’. 

In the words of Joseph Goebbels, Reich Minister of Public Enlightenment and 
Propaganda, “You cannot evaluate propaganda in mid-course, but rather you have to 
wait until it reaches its maker’s goal.’”! 


The Church’s goal has been reached. 

Silence reigns over the multiplicity of iniquities of the NDH. 

Silence prevails over Alojzije Stepinac’s significant involvement in the NDH. 
The laity is kept in ignorance. 

Stepinac is glorified. 

Whitewashing is complete. 

Truth is abandoned on the altar of ecclesiastic expediency. 

Propaganda pervades the Catholic world. 

The Church pretends to pretend nothing. 

History is falsified yet again. 


Ask, and it shall be given you: seek, and you shall find: knock, and it shall be 
opened to you. For every one that asketh, receiveth: and he that seeketh, 
findeth: and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened? 


And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.’ 


' Europe in the Year 2000. And Other Essays including The Art of Propaganda. Joseph Goebbels. Ostara 
Publications. http://ostarapublications.com 

2 Matthew 7:7-8. Douay-Rheims Bible 

3 John 8:32. Ibid. 
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During the Croatian Genocide — more than 600,000 
defenceless Serbs (men, women, and small children), 
long resident in Croatia, died in unbelievable 
circumstances and another 500,000 were driven from 
their homes, destitute and dying of starvation by the 
wayside 


‘The UstaSe have committed their abominable acts 
not only against able-bodied men, but mainly against 
the helpless, the elderly, women and children ... The 
number of Orthodox people massacred and 
sadistically tortured to death by Croatians is estimated 
at about 300,000.’ 


Orthodox Serb Ilija Vranjes was arrested by a 
detachment of Catholic UstaSe, which immediately 
tortured him to death by hacking him to pieces while 
still alive. His nephew, Duro Vranjes, had to use a 
blanket in which to collect the chopped members of 
the body. 


MiloS Tesli¢é, a 26 years-old Orthodox Serb was 
murdered by UstaSe. His legs were broken, his ears 
were cut off, his eyes were gouged out, his chest was 
stabbed, and finally his beating heart was extracted 
through a hole in his chest 


1 





Colonel Vjekoslav ‘Maks’ Luburic' wearing a Ustasa badge in his cap and a 
German cross on his chest. He headed the Croatian system of concentration 
camps, and has been described as ‘Ante Pavelics bloodiest henchman’. After 
the War he surfaced in the West and founded a terrorist organisation — the 


Croatian National Resistance (HNO). In 1969, he was killed by an agent of 
UDBA, the Yugoslav secret service. 


Photographer: unknown. Date: between 1941 and 1945. Source: USHMM. Photograph #46721. 
This file is in the public domain. 


‘The baby in his hands was crying, and cursing he [a 
UstaSe] took off its diapers, grabbed it by his small 
legs and started revolving it in a circle. He turned it 
faster and faster and suddenly threw it on the ground 
at the head of his mother. The baby’s head cracked 
like a ripe melon, its blood and brain spilling over the 
mother’s maddened face. The desperate cry of the 
poor woman resounded and she _ then lost 
consciousness.’ 


During Christmas 1941, killing reached a peak at 
the Jasenovac Concentration Camp. A competition 
was held to see who could propel a man the longest 
distance by hitting him only once on the skull or on 
the back with a hammer. Father Ljubo Milos and 
Father Modric were participants. Modric won. 150 
Serbs were killed in one hour this way. 


Franciscans, particularly, were dynamic and sadistic 
killers. They participated in acts of terrorism, were 
conspicuous in massacres, were routinely armed, and 
performed their murders with zeal. 





Mile Budak,' Croatian chief propagandist and Minister of Education and Faith. 
‘The UstaSa movement is based upon religion. Therefore, our acts stem 
from our devotion to religion and to the Roman Catholic Church.’ He 
signed the regime 5 racial laws against Serbs, Jews, and Roma. ‘For them we 
have three million bullets. We shall kill one part of the Serbs. We shall deport 
another, and the rest of them will be forced to embrace the Roman Catholic 
religion.’ Following his capture post War, he was hanged on 7 June 1945. 


' Photographer: unknown. Date: May 1945. Source: http://www.freewebs.com/hrvatiamac/ 


budakmile.htm. This file is in the public domain. 


In Stara Gradiska Concentration Camp, Catholic nuns 
poisoned masses of children who died in terrible 


agony. 


Dakovo Camp opened in December 1941 for Jewish 
women and children. About 3000 were held in the 
camp, of which a large proportion was executed. In 
March 1942, the inmates were deliberately infected 
with typhus, causing 567 to die. 


In the Romani Genocide (‘Porajmos’) in Croatia, 
around 98 percent of the Roma (80,000-100,000) 
were liquidated by Catholic UstaSe. 


“Yesterday they caught me in the camp circle and 
took me to the brick plant. There were a lot of 
exhausted people there like me. When night fell, we 
were taken into a room above the lighted furnace. 
Then they would push a man with long sticks into the 
flaming opening. They went on throwing one man 
after another into the furnace.’ 


The Srbosjek (‘Serb cutter’) was a special knife worn over 
the hand that was used by the UstaSe for the quick slaughter 
of inmates, notably in the Jasenovac Concentration Camp 
in the Roman Catholic Independent State of Croatia. 
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Friar Miroslav Filipovié delighted in killing young women 
and girls by cutting off their breasts and genital organs, and 
then slaughtering them. He would lick his knife after every 
such killing. He cut his victims’ throats so skillfully and so 
quickly that he was nicknamed ‘Majstorovic’ (‘the Master’) 
by a friend, and ‘Father Satan’ by inmates. 


